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Athletic Director 
search continuing 
Committee formed for interview process 
Scott Stewart 
Sports Writer 

The search for a new athletic director at MTSU 
has taken another step forward with the formation of 
a search committee by MTSU President James E. 
Walker. 

The position came open with the resignation of 
former athletic director John Stanford in the fall of 
1993. 

The search committee is made up of MTSU 
athletic and academic faculty, along with alumni and 
community leaders. 

The    list    includes:    Senior    Women's 
Administrator and Volleyball Coach Dianne 
Cummings; Track Coach Dean Hayes; Compliance 
Officer Race Bergman; Campus Attorney Wendy 
Thompson; Affirmative Action Officer Forrestine 
Williams; Blue Raider Athletic Association President 
Beth O'Brien; Athletic Committee Chair Ron Moser; 
Faculty Senate President Jill Austin; SGA President 
Woody Ratterman; Vice President's Representative 
Robert LaLance; T-Club President George Frost 
SACS Athletic Committee Chair Sarah Barlow 
Executive Assistant to the President Earl Thomas 
Football   Coach   Boots   Donnelly;   Dean's 
Representative  Cliff  Gillespie  and   NCAA 

"We hope the new Athletic Director 
will come in and take the university 
master plan for athletics, and provide 
leadership for football and all sports." 

- Earl Thomas 
Committee Chairman 

Certification Committee Chair Bob Adams. 
The committee will be responsible for 

reviewing candidates for the job and reporting their 
findings to President Walker, according to Earl 
Thomas, who is chairing the committee. 

The field of candidates to be reviewed by the 
committee has been recommended to President 
Walker by a private search firm hired to locate the 
best qualified people for the job, according to 
Thomas. 

The selection of the new athletic director is 
expected to be very important to the recent efforts to 
upgrade the athletics at MTSU. One of the major 
changes which has been discussed is the move to 
Division I football. Currently, MTSU competes at the 
Division I-AA level, leaving the football program as 

(Please see AD, page 14) 

'Heartbreak Hotel' 
Blue Raiders earn Saturday split the hard way 
Tony J. Arnold 
Sports Editor 

MTSU's Blue Raiders can't 
seem to buy a break. Needing a 
sweep to advance in the OVC 
standings, Middle salvaged one of 
two games Saturday against 
Murray State. 

The sad thing, though, is 
that it should have been a sweep. 
When doubleheaders are played, 
OVC squads play only seven 
innings. In the opener, the Blue 
Raiders took a 6-3 lead into the 
seventh inning before disaster 
struck. With two outs and a 
runner on first, MTSU pitcher 
Richie Conway walked the next 
two batters to load the bases. 

Kurt Muskopf then stepped 
to the plate without a home run to 
date. That stat changed when he 
sent Conway's first offering over 
die left field fence for a grand slam 
and the win. 

The Blue Raiders bounced 
back in the second game, 
pounding the Thoroughbreds 11-4 
in the nightcap. Conway, who has 
been one of Middle's most 
consistent performers, relieved 
starter Jason Stanton in the sixth 
inning and was tagged with the 
loss. 

MTSU built its 6-3 lead by 
posting a run in the second, 
fourth, sixth and seventh while 
plating two in the fifth via a 
Mudcat Brewer two-run homer, 
his ninth of the season. 

The Blue Raiders put the 
second game away early with a 
seven-run rally in the third. Doug 
Bamer led off the inning with a 
solo shot followed by Lance 
Lodes' single. Scott Haralson 
singled, allowing Lodes to score, 
while Chris Price and Brewer 
reached on walks to load the 
bases. Catcher Jamie Hicks 
stepped to the plate and smacked 

a two-RBI single to left and later 
scored when Jamie Walker belted 
a three-run homer to give Middle 
the 7-0 lead. 

Murray answered with two 
in its half of the inning, but the 
Blue Raiders tacked on insurance 
runs with an RBI triple by Price in 
the fourth and RBI singles by Price 
and Hicks in the sixth. 

Patrick Mayes went the 
distance for MTSU, improving his 
record to 2-1 on the year. He 
allowed eight hits, four runs, two 
of which were earned, three walks 
and struck out three. 

A third game of the series 
was played Sunday, but results 
weren't available at press time. 

The Blue Raiders (16-16,4-5 
in the OVC) return to action 
Wednesday night in Knoxville 
playing the nationally ranked 
Tennessee Volunteers. Tennessee 
defeated MTSU 3-0 last week in 
Murfreesboro. I 

Sherrl LaRost 
UP AND OVER: MTSU Lady Raider Carol Macpherson returns i 
forehand during her loss to Susan Sheather Thursday 
Macpherson plays in the No. 1 singles spot for MTSU. 

Raider netters ace 
Peay in tennis action 
Tony J. Arnold 
Sports Editor 

Middle Tennessee State's 
Blue and Lady Raider tennis 
teams continued their winning 
tradition on the Murphy Center 
courts last Thursday by 
dominating Austin Peay. 

Dale Short's Blue Raider 
team swept through its 
opposition 7-0, which was 
impressive in the fact mat the 
team is still trying to rebound 
from the loss of Anthony Dehnse 
who returned to Australia 
recently after learning of a serious 
arthritis condition. 

Shane Scrutton, a Tennessee 
transfer, Avon his No. 1 singles 
match in straight sets over 
Rodney Way while Paul Goebel 
defeated Mattias Ericsson 64,7-6 
attheNo.2slot 

Frederic Neimeyer downed 
former MTSU player Rick Stofler 
64,6-2. Patrick Zackrisson was a 
6-3, 6-1 winner. Mark Follet 
defeated his opponent 2-6,6-1,6- 
2 while Rob Williams rompteted 

the singles sweep with a 6-1,6-1 
victory over Murfreesboro native 
TreyMcFarlin. 

Scrutton and Chris Quinnl 
were winners at No. 1 doubles a; 
were the duos of Goebel and 
Zackrisson at No. 2 and Wifliams 
and Niemeyerat the No. 3 spot 

In women's action, the Lady! 
Raiders gained a 7-2 win. 

Leanne   Melgaard   was! 
victorious at the No. 2 singles 
spot.   Angle   Green,   Jenny 
OHveira and Michelle Wilson 
followed suit with wins as well. 

Green and Melgaard won! 
their doubles match as did Cissy 
Cottier and Otiveira. 

MTSU's men improved to 9J 
11, bat are 3-0 in the OVC The 
Lady Raiders are 11-8,2-1 in 
league action. 

Both teams played UT-J 
Martin Sunday afternoon and 
will return to OVC action 
Tuesday at home. 

At 2 p.m. both squads willl 
tackle Tennessee Tech. At 7 pm 
that evening, they will play 
TermesBeeStafeB 


