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Blue Raiders beat Tenn. St.; 
Henry scores 24 in 98-83 win 

By TONY STINNETT 
Editor in Chief 

"I'm so glad we came to TSU," 
was the tune that a handful of jubil- 
ant MTSU supporters sang last Fri- 
day night as the Blue Raiders de- 
stroyed Tennessee State 98-83. 

The win, MTSU's ninth consecu- 
tive over the Tigers, improved the 
Blue Raiders to 14-7 overall, 5-2 in 
the Ohio Valley Conference. TSU 
dropped to 9-10 overall and 2-6 in 
their first season as a member of 
the OVC. 

A near sell-out crowd, 10,101, 
TSU's largest of the season, and a 
national television audience 
watched as the Raiders took control 
of the game in the second half and 
never let the struggling Tigers back 
into the game. 

Gerald Harris got the Raiders on 
the board first with a 16-foot 
jumper that put MTSU on top. An- 
thony Mason promptly canned a 
three-pointer to put TSU up 3-2. 

The game was a see-saw affair 
during the first 13 minutes of the 

MTSU point guard Gerald Harris shoots over Tennessee State's Termaine Smith in Friday night's 98-83     game. With 12:48 remaining in the 
first half Judon Roper hit a layup 
to put TSU on top 12-11. Randy 

Lady Raiders down TSU 90-72; "n^/tz^rsr: 
13-12 lead, a lead they would never 
relinquish. 

Henry was a mainstay for the 
Raiders on the evening as he led a 
10-3 spurt, scoring eight of his 
team-high 24 points during that 
time. 

"I feel like I got into the flow of 
the offense early," Henry. MTSU's 

win over the Tigers at Gentry Center. Harris scored a career-high 16 points in the ESPN telecast 

Raiders down TSU 90-72; 
Mucker's 38 points lead MTSU 

By TRACY BOYD 
Assistant Sports Editor 

Tawanva Mucker scored 38 
points and three other Lady Raid- 
ers scored in double figures as 
MTSU downed Tennessee State 
90-72 in conference action Friday 
at TSU's Gentry Center. 

The win was MTSU's ninth in a 
row, which raised their conference 
record to 7-0,15-3 overall. TSU fell 
to 0-8 in the league, 0-16 overall. 

"It's amazing to me that she 
[Mucker] got 38," MTSU coach 
Lewis Bivens said. "I didn't think 
she had a great night and she still 
gets 38, but that's the land of player 
she is. But, we get her the ball also. 

"You have to give Lianne Beck 
and those other girls credit. They 
get the ball inside." 

MTSU got on the board first 
when Kim Collier hit a free throw 
and Lianne Beck added a jumper 
to make it 3-0. 

The Lady Raiders held a 17-10 
advantage with 14:11 remaining be- 
fore TSU pulled back to tie the 
score at 20 with 10:11 left in the 
first half. 

Mucker promptly took over as 
the Lady Raiders outscored TSU 
17-9 over the next eight minutes 
and MTSU led 37-29 with 2:19 left 
on the clock. 

TSU scored the next six points 
to close the gap to 37-35 at the 1:43 
mark. 

The Lady Raiders answered by 

reeling off 10 straight points to 
make it 47-35 at intermission. 

Sandy Brown hit two consecutive 
three-pointers and MTSU 
stretched the lead to 57-37 within 
the first three minutes of the sec- 
ond half. 

TSU made one last run at the 
Lady Raiders when they closed to 
within 60-50 with 12:25 left in the 
game, but that was as close as the 
Tiger Gems could get. 

Lianne Beck continued her hot 
streak by adding 16 points while 
Sandy Brown scored 13. Stephanie 
Capley pitched in 10 points. 

MTSU has now gone through the 
entire first half of their OVC 
schedule without a loss, and al- 
though Bivens is happy, he is not 
ready to admit his team has won 
the conference. 

"Everybody is going to be more 
prepared for us in the second half," 
Bivens said. "Maybe in the first half 
people were taking us lighdy. I 
think they'll respect us the second 
time around. We've just got to get 
a little bit better as a basketball 
team. 

"But I'm the happiest person in 
America to be where we're at right 
now," Bivens continued. "15-3. If 
somebody had said that in the pre- 
season, they [would have] put us 
straight into the insane asylum." 

# Mucker has now scored in 
double figures in all 18 games this 
season and, going back to last sea- 

son, she has scored 10-plus points 
in 22 straight and 34 of her last 36. 
# Sandy Brown has scored in 
double digits in all but one game 
this season. 
# Lianne Beck has stored 60 
points in her last three games. 

Blue Ribbon preseason Ail-Ameri- 
can said. "I was constantly moving 
and my teammates got the ball to 
me and my shots were falling." 

Late in the first half MTSU had 
built a 36-28 lead but TSU pulled 
to within two, 36-34, by the half. 

MTSU had control of the ball 
with 48 seconds left in the half and 
was going for the final shot, when 
MTSU's Ty Baynham was whisded 
for an intentional foul with 14 sec- 
onds remaining. 

"They called Ty for elbowing on 
the post with 14 seconds remaining 
and that's all I know about that," 
Blue Raider coach Bruce Stewart 
said. 

Termaine Smith hit a shot with 
five seconds left and MTSU led 36- 
34. 

MTSU took command of the 
game early in the second half, out- 
scoring the Tigers 24-11 to increase 
their lead to 60-45. The second half 
spurt also deflated the TSU fans. 

"One of the biggest keys in the 
game, along with our defensive ef- 
fort, was taking the crowd out of 
the game early," Stewart said. "We 
didn't give the crowd a lot to cheer 
about. If they would have had a lot 
to cheer about they would have 
gone crazy." 

Harris led the second half flurry 
and scored a career-high 16 points 
on the evening. 

"I am feeling confident with my 
shot right now," Harris said. "I 
don't really feel like I have to score 
in order for us to win. We have a 
balanced lineup and we don't have 

to rely on one particular person on 
any given night." 

All five Blue Raider starters 
scored in double figures with Leslie 
Gregory scoring 17 points, 
Baynham pitching in 15 points and 
Chris Rainey adding 12 points. 

Gregory, who Stewart has refer- 
red to as a poor man's Adrian 
Dandey," teamed with Henry to 
shut down TSU's highly taunted 
All-America candidate, Anthony 
Mason. 

"Right now Leslie Gregory is 
playing like a mad man," Stewart 
said. "The guy is playing great. 
Henry and Gregory's combination 
right now seems to be very good." 

Baynham did a good job defens- 
ing Mason and that was also a factor 
in the game. 

Mason scored a game-high 34 
points. However, he shot only nine 
of 23 from the field. 

"During the heat of the action I 
would guess that Mason was about 
six for 20," Stewart said. "Give Ty 
credit, he is playing good defense." 

"Mason is a good player," Henry 
said. "They talked a little earty and 
we had to stay on our level and let 
them play down on theirs." 

After the game Stewart reflected 
on the importance of the win and 
the bearing it had on the confer- 
ence race. 

"This [game] was critical," 
Stewart said. "This was the key. If 
we wanted to compete for the [con- 
ference] championship, we had to 
win this game. That's all there was 
to it." 

Blue Raider baseball opens season at Memphis St 
By CHUCK MORRIS 

Sports Editor 
The MTSU baseball team will 

open play on one of their toughest 
schedules ever Feb. 19 at Memphis 
State. 

The schedule, featuring teams 
from the Southeastern, Sun Belt, 
Metro, Missouri Valley and Big Ten 
conferences, along with the Ohio 
Valley Conference's Southern Divi- 
sion opponents. 

North Alabama, a powerful Divi- 
sion II team from Florence, and 
local NAIA opponents Trevecca 
and Cumberland also grace the 
Blue Raider schedule. 

Several teams on the Blue Haid- 
ers schedule were picked by Col- 
legiate Baseball to challenge for 
their conference crown. 

Memphis  State   (Metro),   Ken- 

tucky and Alabama (Southeastern) 
Illinois (Big Ten), South Alabama 
and Western Kentucky (Sun Belt), 
Murray State (Ohio Valley) and In- 
diana State (Missouri Valley). 

This season, Indiana State, Ken- 
tucky and Alabama play at Reese 
Smith Field for the first time in 
recent history. 

MTSU has downed Alabama the 
past two years in Tuscaloosa. in- 
cluding 1986, the year after 
Alabama finished second in the 
College World Series 

Last year, Indiana State and 
South Alabama, a Blue Raider road 
opponent during Spring Break, 
were one game away from advanc- 
ing to the College World Series in 
Omaha, Nebr. 

"We've been playing with the big 
boys for years," said first-year head 

coach Steve Peterson. Peterson re- 
placed John Stanford, who became 
athletic director in July. "You have 
to play the big boys to be consi- 
dered a big boy." 

MTSU's major challenge in the 
OVC is expected to come from 
Eastern Kentucky. 

The Colonels are favored to re- 
peat as Northern Division champi- 
ons by the division coaches in a poll 
conducted by Sidelines. 

Eastern Kentucky had won three 
consecutive OVC titles before 
MTSU defeated them on their 
home field last May. 

This year's OVC tournament will 
be held at the site of the Southern 

Division champion May 6-8. 

Murray State will probably pro- 
vide the stiffest challenge in the 
Southern Division race. 

The Thoroughbreds finished 
second in the division last year, but 
were beaten by Eastern Kentucky 
and Akron in the OVC tourney. 

The other members of the 
Southern Division are Tennessee 
Tech, Austin Peay and Tennessee 
State. 

The Blue Raiders open their 
home schedule Feb. 24 against 
Western Kentucky at 2 p.m. They 
will also entertain the University of 
Illinois for two games, Feb. 27 and 
28. Both games begin at 1 p.m. 

Lady Raiders' game plan: get the ball inside to T 

Last night's games 
Arkansas State downs MTSU 79-71 

JONESBORO, Ark. — Ed Loudon and John Tate accounted for 40 
points as Arkansas State downed MTSU 79-71 last night in a non-confer- 
ence game. 

MTSU led 34-33 at the half as Ty Baynham and Chris Rainey combined 
for 21 first half points. 

MTSU trailed 33-31 with three seconds left in the first half when 
Rainey canned a three-pointer to give the Raiders the lead. 

Rainey had a game-high 24 points on the night, including four three- 
pointers and two four-point plays. 

MTSU maintained their lead throughout the first 10 minutes of the 
second half, but with nine minutes remaining, the Indians went on a 9-2 
run to take a seven point lead. 

"I felt like our guys played hard tonight," coach Bruce Stewart said. 
"There was a five minute stretch were we couldn't hit a shot. 

Leslie Gregory added 17 points for the Raiders as they dropped to 
14-8 on the season. Arkansas State improved to 15-10. 

Crimson Tide rolls over MTSU 97-58 
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — The MTSU Lady Raiders had their nine game 

winning streak snapped here last night by the Alabama Crimson Tide 
97-58. 

The Lady Raiders were led in scoring by Tawanya Mucker. Mucker 
scored 21 for the Lady Raiders, 15-4. Sandy Brown was the only other 
Lady Raider in double-figures with 17. 

Alabama, which shot 56.2 percent from the field, was led in scoring 
by Laura Vaughn, who had 16 for the Crimson Tide, 13-7. 

The Lady Raiders shot 19 for 49 from the field (38.8 percent). 
MTSU played close the first 12 minutes of the game. Alabama was 

only able to attain a six point lead. 
The Crimson Tide exploded in the final eight minutes of the first half, 

as did MTSU coach Lewis Bivens, who got a technical foul late in the 
first half. 

By TRACY BOYD 
Assistant Sports Editor 

This season, the Lady Raider 
basketball team has had a very sim- 
ple, yet effective, game plan — get 
the ball inside to T", Tawanya 
Mucker that is. 

Lady Raider coach Lewis Bivens 
realizes the importance of execut- 
ing this game plan. 

"She [Tawanya] is the one we 
have to go to in the clutch," Bivens 
says, "and that's when she's at her 
best." 

Mucker, better known as "T" by 
her teammates and friends, is a 
major reason why MTSU currendy 
sits atop the Ohio Valley Confer- 
ence with a perfect 7-0 league mark 
and a 15-3 overall record. 

The 6-foot junior center has 
emerged into one of the finer 
players in the country, and her 
numbers alone are enough to speak 
for themselves. 

Currently, Mucker is averaging 
23 points per game, which ranks 
her first on the team and third in 
the OVC. She also records a team- 
high 9.9 rebounds per contest, 
which is third in the conference. In 
addition. Mucker ranks in the top 
five in the conference in both field- 
goal percentage and blocked shots. 

Feb. 1 against Eastern Kentucky, 
Mucker became the sixth woman 
in MTSU history to enter the 1,000 
point club. 

As if that's not enough, she has 

been named the OVC player of the 
week on two occasions this season. 

It is no suprise that Bivens has 
nothing but praise for his star per- 
former. 

"She has gifted athletic talent 
that most people are not blessed 
with," Bivens says. "She is one of 
I lie finest players I've ever had. 
both on and off the court. She's not 
the star type. She blends in well 
with her teammates." 

Mucker is originally from Louis- 
ville, Ky., but moved to Mac on 
Ga., at the age of 13. 

She began playing basketball in 
the sixth grade because her all 
friends played and, because of her 
height, the coaches urged her to. 

In her four years at Macon's 
Northeast High School, Mucker 
played on two four-A state tourna- 
ment winning teams. 

Highly sought after by college re- 
cruiters. Mucker narrowed her pos- 
sibilities down to Kentucky, Tenn- 
essee and MTSU. 

"I chose MTSU," Mucker said, 
"because I really liked the coach 
and the players and I wanted to go 
where I knew people. Also, it wasn't 
far from home." 

An elementary education major. 
Mucker aspires to be a third or 
fourth grade teacher in Atlanta. She 
has done some student teaching 
and enjoys it very much. 

Mucker draws a great deal of 
support from her family and they 
try to come to games as often as 
they can. 

Her mother is the person she 
looks up to most. 

"I really admire my mom a lot," 
Mucker said. "She really worked 
hard to support me so I wouldn't 
have to go without." 

Outside of basketball,  Mucker 

enjoys going to movies, skating, 
dancing and watching television. 

"I'm a TV freak," she admits. 
She is very optimistic about the 

future of this season's team. 
"I think we can go as far as we 

want to as long as we keep working 
hard," Mucker said. 

Mucker says that this team lacks 
the speed that was present a year 
ago, but adds, "this year we all pull 
together and do what we have to 
to win." 

Her greatest moment as a Lady 

Raider came her freshman year 
when MTSU defeated South 
Carolina in double overtime to cap- 
ture an NCAA tournament bid. 

The way it looks now. Mucker 
should have many more great mo- 
ments as a Lady Raider. 

This is most evident when she 
states her philosophy — "Work 
hard and do your best and good 
things will happen to you." 

She must know what she is talk- 
ing about because good things are 
happening to Tawanya Mucker. 

Howard Ross^Suff 
Tawanya Mucker looks on as Julie Harrison picks up a loose ball in a 
recent game. The Lady Raiders beat Tennessee State 90-72 for their 
ninth straight win. 
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