
SIDELINES Tuesday, April 4, 1978  15 

Raiders blast Tennessee Tech 6-2 
by Eddie Gossage 

The MTSU baseball team 
dropped the Golden Eagles of 
Tennessee Tech yesterday after- 
noon, 6-2, setting up a clash here 
Wednesday between the top two 
league-leading teams in the OVC. 

The Blue Raiders, 2-1 in confer- 
ence action, will face league-lead- 
ing Western Kentucky in double- 
header action Wednesday at 1 p.m. 
Western is fresh from a double- 
header sweep over Murray State 
this past Saturday. 

MTSU lost their first conference 
game   of   the    season    Saturday, 

falling to Austin Peay 4-3. In the 
second game, however, the Raiders 
bounced back to grab a convincing 
14-3 win over the Governors. 

In the first game, Peay did all 
their damage in the first inning and 
the Raiders couldn't pull the game 
out. 

MTSU's Mike Moore gave up 
nine hits in the contest and was 
credited with the loss. Peay's Rick 
Richardson was given the win for 
Peay. 

In the nightcap, Middle grabbed 
a three-run lead in the first inning 
and never relinquished it. 

Raider third baseman, "Tubby" Maxwell stretches to receive a 
throw from the outfield as an Eastern Illinois player divers for the 
bag. [Cindy Hicks photo]. 

Designated hitter, Jon Weathers, shows his picture perfect swing 
that has made him a feared hitter throughout the OVC. The result 
of this swing was a long double after the ball bounced off the 365 
feet sign in deep left center field. [Cindy Hicks photo]. 

MTSU added four more runs in 
the second and Doug Hicks 
slammed his 10th homerun of the 
season. The four-bagger tied Hicks 
with the MTSU season record for 
homeruns. 

Mike Graham picked up the win 
for the Raiders while Peay's David 
Wright was tagged with the loss. 

In yesterday's action, Middle 
Tennessee spotted the Golden 
Eagles a one-run lead in the first 
inning but bounced back in the 
second and picked up two runs on 
Mike Tobbit's double. 

Jon   Weathers   topped   off   the 

scoring for the Raiders with a solo 
homer in the ninth inning. Wea- 
thers had two hits in four trips to 
the plate as did junior Doug Hicks. 

David Booker picked up the win 
for Middle while Tech's Joe Pavlick 
gave up the loss. 

"I thought we played pretty 
sound defense," Coach John Stan- 
ford said. "We got some clutch 
hits, but the pitching was the big 
thing for us." 

MTSU meets Trevecca Nazarene 
College Thursday afternoon at 3 
p.m. 

Freshman duo to face league leading Western ? 
by Scott Adams 

Sports Editor 
Division-leading Western Ken- 

tucky, riding a double-header 
sweep of Murray State on Saturday, 
will invade defending champion 
Middle Tennessee State for a key 
OVC twinbill here Wednesday. 

Both games will be played on the 
Raider field with the first game set 
to start at 1 p.m. 

Likely mound choices will be 
Western's Paul Orberson (2-1) and 
Mark Biven (2-1). Speculating on 
his hurlers for the games, Raider 
Coach John Stanford said in all 
probability it would be the fresh- 
men duo of Tom Wilson (2-2) and 
Robert "Tex" Culley (0-1). 

If these choices prove true it 
would seem unusual to many that 
Stanford would place such confi- 
dence in two freshmen, but he says 
"not so." 

"Robert and Tom have pitched 
well their last couple of outings and 
all of the coaches have got a lot of 
confidence in them,'' Stanford said. 

"Tom was struggling at the first 
of practice in making the transition 
from high school to college ball, but 
he has really come along this fall,'' 
Stanford continued. 

Maturity is a major problem with 

most freshmen athletes, but this is 
Culley's strong suit, according to 
Stanford. 

Culley, who pitched in 27 games 
for his Center, Texas high school 
team last year and led them to the 
semi-finals in the state tournament, 
said the mental part of the game 
was about the toughest thing to get 
used to here at MTSU. 

"In high school, after you got 
past the first four or five hitters, 
you could coast through the last 
three or four, but it is definitely not 
the same in college," Culley said. 

Wilson, also a superlative player 
in high school, led Lawrence 
County to the state playoffs, losing 
to champion Soddy-Daisy. 

' 'I could get away with a few high 
pitches in high school that college 
hitters would have put away," 
Wilson said. "The transition I had 
to make was a lot more difficult 
than I thought it would be, but after 
I got past the first couple of innings 
in the first game I pitched, every- 
thing was alright." 

The Hilltoppers will bring in a 
team of heavy hitters to face the 
Raiders in a game which Stanford 
calls ' "the most important game so 
far" in a still young OVC title race. 

WKU has four hitters averaging 

.360 or better with outfielder Frank 
Hughes leading the way at .388. 
Catcher Mike Green follows at .371 
trailed by Ron Rocco and Jim 
Atkinson at .363 and .361, respec- 
tively. 

Western is 10-8, overall and 
leads the OVC's Western Division 
with a 2-0 mark after sweeping a 
double-header from Murray on 
Saturday, 3-2 and 4-3. 

MTSU has a 16-12-2 overall 
record and is led by second 
baseman Tom Nichting in hitting 
with an average of .337, just ahead 
of first baseman Doug Hicks and 
catcher Eric Graves, both at .337. 

Hicks has been the big stick for 
the Raiders with 10 home runs and 
35 RBI's. His 10th homer, in the 
second game against Austin Peay, 
tied the MTSU record for a season. 

Freshman aces, Robert "Tex" Culley and Tom Wilson, compare 
grips in preparation for tommorrow's game with division-leading 
Western. Wilson owns one of the best performances turned in this 
year by a Raider pitcher as he threw a three hit shutout against 
Eastern Illinois. [Cindy Hicks photo]. 


