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Dave Mathews 
Rocks the Rytnan 

Matt Caddell & Brian Forrester 
Staff writers 

In front of a sell out crowd, Dave Mathews and Tim Reynolds 
pulled out their guitars and for the next three hours did what 

they do best — they played. 
Mathews and Reynolds performance sold out Nashville's Ryman 

Auditorium in a stunning 60 seconds after tickets were available on Ticket Master, 
according to one sales clerk. The duo played in front of a crowd of about 2,300 people, 

slightly more than the Ryman Auditorium's capacity. 
Mathews, known for his fast paced jazz style of music, draws music traditions from 

other cultures from around the world. On Mathews' web site, www.dmband.com, he said that 
for him, music is about bringing people together. 

Mathews and Reynolds stepped on to the stage and performed their music accoustically for a 
crowd consisting primarily of college students. 

But ages varied from late thirties to early twenties. 
Dave sat on a stool hunched over his guitar while his legs were tucked beneath him. Tim stood 

beside Dave with guitar in hand. Dave wore a golf shirt and casual slacks while Tim had long hair and 
dressed in blue jeans and a tank-top shirt. Tim's image was a reminder of rock stars from Led Zepplin 

and Aerosmith, not an image of Mathews' band which does not have an image of hard rock music. 
Reynolds' affiliation with Mathews is surrounded by rumors. Several people in the audience were not 

exactly sure where he fit in with the rest of the band. His roles varied from a backstage technician, to 
having been a boyhood friend with Mathews. 

Mathews and Reynolds played popular songs which had first made the band well known like the 1995 
song "Crash." They also played the songs "Say Good-bye," "Jimi Thing" and "Warehouse." The duo, on 

occasion, indulged in verbal request from the audience as well. 
Dave and Tim fed off each other while playing. Each one pushing the other faster. Dave setting 

rhythm with his guitar and Tim following with lead. As they played in unison, Mathews' knees bobbed 
up and down mimicking dancing motions while sitting on the stool. Reynolds played with his head 

moving up and down, enjoying the moment. 
At times, Reynolds left the crowd in amazement as his magical fingers let the chords flow with 

awesome speed and precision. His fingers were often barely more than blurs as they moved across 
the strings. Using a digital recorder on stage, he was able to record live segments from his guitar. 

Reynolds would then play with the recorded segments to enhance the performance and add 
depth to the two man show. 

After three hours of continuos jamming, Dave and Tim made their bows and exited to 
backstage. The audience cheered and began to stomp in appreciation. To the 
frustration of the ushers, who provide tours of the historic auditorium, the 

building rumbled and vibrated. The crowd cast aside anv doubt what 
impression Dave left with them as they shook the building with praise. 

Reynolds and Mathews answered the curtain call to play one last 
song before retiring for the evening. After the song, Dave waved 

to the crowd in thanks. Tim showed his appreciation by 
holding his hands together as if in prayer and 

bowing to the audience. 


