
12 
SIDELINES 

Congrats 
in order 
for Lady 
Raiders; 
Farrar 

Robservations i 

First of all, I'd like to 
express my most sincere 
condolences to all of the 

community 
upporters 
f Blue 
aider 

basketball 
who were 

o 
adamantly 
in favor of| 

h e 
dismissal of| 
Coach 
David 
Farrar. 

When   his Rob 
Nunley 

predecessor was here, a lot 
of you were a lot happier, 
and you had reason to be. 
The team was doing very 
well every year, and several 
of you could honestly feel 
that you played a part in 
that success. What's an 
illegal donation here or 
there if it guarantees a 
winning program? But 
when the NCAA came 
calling, and Stewart split 
for the CBA to be replaced 
by Coach Farrar, who didn't 
play your naughty little 
donation game, your role 
was limited to being a mere 
fan, and you just couldn't 
stand it. You wanted 
Farrar out. 

You presented your case 
well: the team's record is 
certainly not what most 
people would call 
impressive after four years 
under Farrar's tutelage, 
and winning is one of the 
most important factors to 
consider when evaluating 
the status of a program. 
And it's true that a lot of| 
fans this season came to 
Raider games disguised as 
empty seats. 

But the MTSU 
administration realized 
that there are factors that 
should decide the impact a 
coach has on a program 
other than his overall win- 
loss record. And the 
benefits Farrar has given 
the Raiders are numerous, 
and have been discussed in 
this paper and others many 
times over the past few 
weeks. 

Congratulations are in 
order for Coach Farrar, his 
staff, and especially his 
players, who are now able 
to give their all in the OVC 
tournament, which in my 

See BOB, page 15 
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The decision is 
made: Farrar 
stays at MTSU 

Administrators 
agree to honor final 
year of contract 

ROB NUNLEY 
Staff Writer 

The wishes of several 
Blue Raider basketball 
supporters came true 
Wednesday afternoon when 
it was announced that men's 
head coach David Farrar will 
return for the final year of 
his contract. 

After several weeks of 
controversy surrounding the 
future job security of Farrar 
and his staff, the decision 
was made by university 
administrators to allow him 
to continue as Blue Raider 
head coach. 

Articles and editorials 
have frequently appeared in 
the Middle Tennessee media 
in the past few weeks 
concerning Farrar's status at 
MTSU. Many columnists in 
the area seemed to be in 
support of the coach, 
extolling the positive effects 
his tenure has had on the 
program. 

"There has been a good 
deal of speculation about the 
status of David's contract 
and we want to put that to 
rest at this point," athletic 

Golfers 
tie for 
ninth 
ROB NUNLEY 
Staff Writer  

The Blue Raider Golf team 
had to settle for a share of 
ninth place at last weekend's 
20-team University of South 
Florida Men's Intercollegiate 
Golf Invitational. 

The three-day tournament 
was held at the par-72 USF 
Golf Course in Tampa. 

As a team, the five-man 
Raider squad finished each 
day's play with combined 
scores of 307, 302, and 313 to 
end the tournament in a tie 
for ninth with Southern 
Mississippi University. The 
team score of 922 was 32 

See Golf, page 15 

director Lee Fowler said. 
The decision was handed 

down as the Raiders 
prepared to enter the Ohio 
Valley Conference 
tournament, which begins 
today in Nashville. 

Ending the regular season 
on a high note with an 
overtime conference win 
against Eastern Kentucky, 
the Raiders are optimistic 
about this weekends games. 

"We're happy because we 
have a chance to prove 
ourselves and Coach Farrar 
has a chance to prove 
himself. The team is playing 
good and we feel good about 
ourselves," said Raider point 
guard Tim Gaither. 
Everyone is just real happy." 

According to Fowler, each 
sport at MTSU is evaluated 
at the end of the season and 
then any decisions about the 
teams future are made. 

The men's basketball 
team was judged by Fowler 
to be "solid in regard to the 
kinds of athletes that are 
involved and the integrity of 
its operation." 

At a tournament press 
conference Wednesday, a 
seemingly relieved and 
confident Farrar expressed 
his satisfaction with the way 
the situation was handled. 

"I think it was not the 
easiest thing for anybody," 
Farrar said. "Everyone 
handled it in the right 
manner." 

Fowler explained that one 

CHARLES HOGUE/SlaH 

Senior Paul Washington controls the ball in a recent Blue Raider 
game. They open play in the Ohio Valley Conference 
tournament tonight at 6:00p.m. in Municipal Auditorium in 
Nashville. 

of the main factors behind 
the decision was the quality 
of athletes that Coach Farrar 
has brought to the program, 
and the direction in which he 
believes the team is headed. 

"With the players 
returning from this year's 
team, the addition of Nod 

Carter and a couple of other 
good recruits for next year, 
there is every indication that 
our team should move into 
the top half of the Ohio 
Valley Conference standings 
and be competitive toward 
the league championship 

Se e Farrar, page 13 

Raider assistant hopes 
history will repeat itself 
TONY J. ARNOLD 
Soprts Columnist 

MTSU assistant 
basketball coach Lonnie 
Thompson can look to the 
rafters of Murphy Center at 
a championship banner and 
fall into a day dream  

For just a few short 
seconds, the clock stood still 
while hearts continued to 
quiver. Tennessee Tech, 
already nursing a one point 
lead it firmly held 
throughout the game, had 
just called a time-out trying 
to ice the shooter who was 
preparing to make his mark 
on history. 

"I just knew I was going 
to hit the free throws," said 
Thompson, who was then a 
senior guard. "I kept asking 

[myself in the huddle why 

————_____ 

Coach (Bruce) Stewart 
wasn't talking to me in the 
huddle. He never said a 
word to me. He never said 
make the free throw or miss 
the free throw, he just 
started telling the team 
what we were going to do 
after Lonnie made the free 
throw." 

MTSU was already a 
surprise story in the Ohio 
Valley Conference 
Tournament held a decade 
ago in Murphy Center. For 
starters they were lucky to 
even be there. The team's 
14-13 record placed them 
fifth in the final standings 
and would have left them in 
the cold in the leagues usual 
four-team tournament 
format that had just been 
expanded that 1985 season. 

In its opener, it found the 
heart to come from behind 

and post a 63-60 win over 
fourth-ranked Murray State 
before being pitted against 
top-seeded Tech and now 
they trailed by a point with 
three fateful seconds 
remaining. 

Thompson toed the line 
and sank the most crucial 
shots of his career sending 
MTSU to the championship 
game with a possible trip to 
the NCAA Tournament 
awaiting. 

"I wish that could have 
been the championship 
game," Thompson now 
reflects. "It always seemed 
we couldn't beat Tech but 
that night, all the pieces fell 
together." 

But Thompson knew his 
duties as the senior leader 
were to  pull  the pieces 

_— — i 

See Lonnie, page 13 


