
Chinese students wary 
of offer to return home 
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Chinese students in the 
United States say they arc wary 
of a new incentive program their 
government has announced in 
hopes of luring home more than 
100,000 students who fled or 
refused to return home after the 
1989 crackdown on dissenters. 

"It may look like a better 
situation, but it is still far away 
from a democratic environment," 
said Peter Chen, a native of 
Beijing and a graduate student 
who is working on his doctorate 
at the University of Central 
Florida. 

Chen was one of the major 
organizers for demonstrations in 

. Florida against the Chinese 
government       during       the 

Tiananmen Square showdown in 
1989. 

"I'd like to go home, but I 
have a fear of going home. I 
might gel into trouble," he said. 

He estimated there were 80 
to 100 Chinese students at the 
university, and none of them 
were enticed back to China by 
the new policy. 

"When you get there, you 
are trapped," he said. "There's 
such a power struggle in the 
government. You never know 
what's going to happen." 

The resolution, according to 
the state-run China Daily 
newspaper, will offer freedom of 
career choice and residency to 
students living in other countries. 

The Associated Press 
reported that it was unclear 
whether the government would 
insist    on    loyally    to    the 

Regents give promotions: 

Communist party from the 
students, but observers said il 
was likely. 

Wu Jianmin, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, was asked 
at a news conference if Chinese 
student who opposed the "four 
cardinal principles" of Chinese 
government would be welcomed 
back. 

"Whatever their past 
political views, we welcome 
them back to serve the 
construction of the motherland," 
said Wu in the New York Times 
article. Wu emphasized the word 
"past," the article said. 

The principles in question 
are socialism, the people's 
democratic dictatorship, 
leadership of the Communist 
Party and Marxism, Leninism 
and Mao Zedong thought. 
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DAVID ROWE SAMUEL C. RICKETTS BELLA HIGDON 

Donald A. Nelson, and E. Ray Phillips, 
mathematics; Sarah C. Dawkins, Lee G. Knight, 
Raymond A. Knight, Zabihollah Rezae&, Paula B. 
Thomas, and Phyllis L. Thomas, accounting; 
Barbara J. Draude and Jean M. Hastings, nursing; 
David L. Eason, journalism; Troy A. Feslervand, C. 
Jeanne Hill, and William S. Hart, management and 
marketing; Sonja Hedgepeth, foreign language; 
Christine Isley, music; Carlyle Johnson, art; Martin 
A. McCullough, youth education and school 
personnel services; Elliott A. Pood, radio/TV- 
photography; Michael A. Principe, philosophy; 
David G. Robinson and Melanie R. Thomas, library; 

Jacqueline E. Wyatt, computer information systems; 
Ronald L. Zawislak, geology/geography; Joachim 
Zietz, economics; Donald E. Crowder, aerospace; 
and Constance R. Schmidt, psychology. 

Crowder notes that he couldn't have done it 
alone. 

"It's an honor, and I appreciate everyone that 
helped 
me receive the tenure." 

Schmidt sees it as a positive step towards the 
future. 

"It's wonderful," Schmidt said. "I look forward 
to continuing my work in the MTSU community." 

Shelley Mays/Photographer 

CAN YOU GUESS HIS MAJOR? The RIM program at 
MTSU has grown a considerable amount since its beginning 
in 1973. Students come from all regions of the United States 
to study recording industry management. Look on page 
three for the last story in our RIM series. 
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writing invitations to companies 
to bid on the hefty project. At 
the same time, they are working 
on a survey to be used in 
conjunction with the bid to 
evaluate the system to be used. 
The TBR is helping to review 
the proposal and the benchmark. 

In the meantime, MTSU 
will be upgrading the current 
VAX 8650 system which Lea 
says has been approved by the 
Board. 

"We are getting an upgrade 
to the VAX system which will 
allow the system to operate until 
a new system is in place," Lea 
said. 

Currently there are funds 
available for the upgrade and the 
new system through the Repair 
and Replacement Budget that 
must be used or be returned to 
the state. The committee is also 
trying to procure a matching 
grant from the TBR. 

The mainframe replacement 
comes at a time when a survey 
found that MTSU was last in 

academic computing when 
compared to other TBR four- 
year schools. The study also 
found that MTSU was second to 
last when compared with the 
two-year schools, surpassing 
only Volunteer State 
Community College. 

Upgrade:  
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weekends. Tentative hours arc 6 
a.m. to midnight. 

Tennessee Tech has recently 
opened a smaller facility and they 
estimate having 1,500 to 1,600 
students in the facility a day. 

The Center will be run by 
students, for students. There will 
be no athletics or academics in 
the Rec Center. Students will be 
needed to work at the Center as 
lifeguards, instructors, and 
referees. 

MTSU president Wallace 
Prescott approved the proposal 
for the Rec Center in 1989. In 
March of 1991 the referendum 
was approved by the students. 


