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. Raiders beat Cumberland, split Evansville series 
By DOUR Malan/staff 

In an era of high scoring games 
and diluted pitching staffs, Middle 
Tennessee baseball traveled back in 
time Monday afternoon, defeating 
Cumberland 3-1 in Lebanon and 
sweeping the three-game season 
series. 

Both starting pitchers threw 
complete games and nullified the 
opposition's high-scoring offense in a 
crisply played contest. Along with the 
Rockwellian setting of Woody Hunt 
Field, a brick-encased emerald nestled 
among colonial houses and sprawling 
trees, the game befitted one of the 
1950's. 

Jamie Hill (3-0) struck out a 
season-high six batters and scattered 
five hits in earning his second victory 
of the year over the Bulldogs, 
mastering them with his breaking 
pitches Of the sophomore's six career 
victories, three have come against 
Cumberland 

Jordan Beddies provided the 
offensive spark with his seventh 
homerun of the year in the fourth 
inning. The solo blast to left-center 
leaves Beddies eight homers shy of the 
MTSU career mark of 35 tied last year 
by Doug Barner. 

Jody Atwood (4-1) suffered his first 
loss of the season despite giving up 
two earned runs on eight hits while 
striking out three batters. 

After Ty Curley scored on an error 
in the seventh to give his team a 3-0 
lead, Cumberland rallied in the same 
inning with a run on three hits and an 
error. Hill stranded runners on the 
corners when he struck out pinch 
hitter Brian Foster, his third strikeout 

of the inning. 
The Bulldogs came back in the 

eighth when leadoff batter Angel 
Hermoso reached base on a one-out 
walk. Hill caused Greg Strickland to 
ground into a fielder's choice before 
Steve Green, who was hitting .450 
with 13 homeruns, hit a laser to right 
that was chased down by centerfield 
speedster Jeremy Owens. 

After a lead-off single in the ninth, 
Marc Suarez flied to right and Jason 
Franklin hit into a double play to end 
the game, the third twin killing of the 
afternoon for Middle. 

Owens, who finished 2-3 at the 
plate, scored the game's first run after 
walking in the first, advancing on a 
balk and scoring on an error. Andrew 
Thompson collected two hits and 
Wayne Chinapen and Ryan Dillard 
both had their ten-game hitting 
streaks snapped. 

This past weekend gave Middle a 
bye in the conference and they split 
with Evansville in a series at Reese 
Smith Field. 

The Blue Raiders won Saturday 
afternoon. 7-3. as Chad Kirby (2-6) 
threw a complete game, striking out 
three and yielding seven hits. 

Thompson went 3-5 with his fifth 
homer of the year in the sixth inning 
and Jon Case continued his hitting 
tear with two RBI singles. Case is 
hitting .525 over the last six games. 

Dillard added a two-run double 
and Curley had a sacrifice fly. 

Middle jumped ahead 5-0 in the 
fifth before the Purple Aces scored on 
an RBI single by Bobby Hodges in the 
sixth. Brink Jenkins and Ryan 
Connors added RBI in the last three 
innings. 

*•■ 
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MTSU pitcher )amie Powers delivers a pitch in a game earlier this season. The team is now 20-15 on the season. 

Thompson's homer and Clay 
Snellgrove's RBI single in the seventh 
provided the final margin. 

In a Sunday slugfest. Evansville 
won 14-10 with seven runs in the 
ninth inning. The teams combined for 
33 hits and seven errors. 

MTSU led 10-7 before the Aces 
sent 11 batters to the plate in the 
ninth. Phil Broshears hit a two-run 
single and Jenkins, who batted with 

Track travels to OVC Championships 
By Rachel Parrish/ staff 

The OVC championships will be 
held this weekend in Charleston, 
Illinois. The men's and women's track 
teams hope to sweep the titles at this 
year's competition. 

On Friday, the finals of the shot 
put, javelin, high jump and long jump 
will be contested. While the jumpers 
and throwers will be adjusting to the 
cold weather, the semi-finals of the 
100m, 400m, 200m, 800m, 10,000m 
and both hurdle races will be taking 
place. Only the eight fastest times out 
of each race will make it to the finals 
on Saturday. 

As only three athletes from each 
school can be entered in each event, 
everyone on the Middle Tennessee 
team must step up and do their part in 
order to walk away with the victory. 

Returning champ Nekeya Rails is 
slated to run the 100m hurdles, the 
100m dash, and the triple jump. In the 
OVC indoor championships, Rails was 
the women's top scorer with four first 

Golfer Warren 
diagnosed 
with cancer 
Staff Reports  

Johnny Warren, MTSU's first golf 
walk-on to ever crack the starting 
lineup, was diagnosed with cancer 
recently. 

Warren had earned his spot in the 
lineup but had to sit out of the last 
two tournaments due to illness. He 
returned home to Greenbrier, 
Tennessee, and test results diagnosed 
the 21-year-old with cancer, resulting 
in his withdrawal from school and the 
team for the spring semester. 

"It was quite a shock," said head 
golf coach Johnny Moore. "As a coach, 
you are never prepared to hear news 
like that." 

Each year, Moore holds a "walk- 
on" tournament to give members of 
the student body an opportunity to 
earn a spot on the team. During that 
time, he has never haad a winner of 
that tournament crack the starting 
lineup until Warren, a sophomore, did 
this year. 

"The main goal now is prayerful 
support for Johnny, his family and the 
doctors. Johnny is strong and he is a 
fighter. I look forward to having him 
back in the fall." 

Cards can be sent to: Johnny 
Warren, 1013 Minnicks Drive, 
Greenbrier, TN 37073. • 

place finishes to her credit. Another 
key player for the Raiders will be the 
very dependable Shelly Jonson, who 
has been both the reigning indoor and 
outdoor shotput and discus champ for 
the last three years. Volleyball 
standout Angie Veneble will be the top 
MTSU javelin thrower. Freshman 
Tablitha Pyles is scheduled to 
participate in the high jump, the 400m 
hurdles and the triple jump. 

Senior sensation Saran Dunmore 
will be competing in both hurdle 
events, and hopes to better her school 
record time of 1.02s in the 
intermediates. The 400m dash is well 
equipped with Rachel Parrish, 
Tyjuana Phillips and Trina 
Weddington. Parrish is slated for the 
200m, while Phillips and Weddington 
will be competing in the 400 relay 
along with Kim Watson and Bethany 
Brent. Brent and Watson are also 
entered in the 100m and 200m dashes. 

The men's team is determined to 
make their mark at the championship 
this weekend, and hopes to defeat arch 
rivals Eastern Illinois. 

In the first event of the day, 
Bonniface Amuzu, Rashaad Haynes, 
and Jahez Salahuddin are entered in 
the long jump. Of the three, the 
busiest will be Bonniface Amuzu, who 
is entered into the 100m. 200m. and 
400m relays. Also competing on the 
nationally-ranked relay team is Keith 
Watkins, Christian Nsiah and Kenden 
Maynard. Torrence Riley is one of the 
favorites in the high and triple jumps. 
Vince Akridge is entered in the discus 
event. 

The heat will be on as MTSU's 
four hurdelers. Dana Dixon, Darryl 
Arvin, Carlos Clardy and Shane 
Heavener steal the scene from the rest 
of the OVC competitors. NCAA 
qualifier Kenden Maynard is the 
favorite by far for the 400m, the most 
difficult race of the day. Maynard's 
time last week of 46.34 was a school 
record and moved him up to number 
12 in the nation. Senior Jason Smith 
will be competing in the 10,000m run, 
and will compete in the 300m 
steeplechase with Jason Carpenter 
and Kyle Brown.  • 

Sports   gfiorts 
Baseball 
Next Games 

Saturday, April 19 
MTSU at Austin Peay, 2 p.m. 

Sunday, April 20 
MTSU at Austin Peay, 2 p.m. 

Monday, April 21 
Western Kentucky at MTSU, 7 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 22 
Vanderbilt at MTSU, 7 p.m. 

Softball 
Next Games 

Friday, April 18 
UT-Martin at MTSU, 5 p.m. 

Saturday, April 19 
Eastern Illinois at MTSU, 2 p.m. 

Sunday, April 20 
Southeast Missouri at MTSU, 2 p.m. 

Monday, April 20 
Southeast Missouri at MTSU, 2 p.m. 

Outdoor Track 
Next Meet 

April 18-19 
OVC Championships in Charleston, 
llliniois 

Blue Raider Tennis 
Next Matches 

April 19-20 
OVC Tournament in Nashville 

Lady Raider Tennis 
Next Matches 

April 19-20 
OVC Tournament in Nashville 

the bases juiced after an intentional 
walk, hit a bases-clearing double. 

Evansville skipper Jim Brownlee 
and Blue Raider coach Steve Peterson 
were both ejected for arguing ball- 
strike calls. Ryan Brownlee, the 
coach's son, was also ejected after 
being picked off first in the seventh 
inning. 

Owens led off the game with an 
inside-the-park homerun on the first 

pitch, his fifth homer of the season. 
The sophomore finished 3-6 with two 
RBI and his 14th stolen base. 

Chinapen and Case both collected 
three hits and Beddies added a couple 
RBI singles. 

Freshman Kevin Davis (0-1) got 
the loss out of the bullpen and Chris 
Luttig (3-2) earned the win in 4.2 
innings of middle relief. • 

Colleges offering courses 
in NASCAR specialties 
Associated Presss 

Qb pfi/e twoimi 

Mike Mooney points to air vents 
on the front of Darrell Waltrip's blue 
and orange Parts America Chevrolet. 
He says some of the vents are covered 
with tape because the engine needs 
less ventilation when racing on long 
tracks. 

Mooney doesn't work on cars, 
build or drive them, but he knows 
when the car goes on a shorter track, 
the tape will be removed to allow more 
air to get to the engine. 

"They use the brake more on 
short tracks," he says. 

Knowing about nuances in 
motorsports is part of Mooney's job as 
an account executive for The Cotter 
Group, a sports communications firm 
that handles publicity, marketing, 
licensing and hospitality for clients like 
Waltrip. 

Mooney's job and others like it 
are becoming more prevalent, and 
heads of those companies say they 
need more people with business 
backgrounds combined with a 
knowledge of motorsports. 

Rowan-Cabarrus Community 
College in North Carolina hopes to fill 
the vacuum by offering a two-year 
motorsports management technology 
degree. 

The program may be the first of 
its kind in the country, said Shirley 
Lukadoo, vice president of academic 
affairs at the college. 

"We're in NASCAR country .... 
We don't expect to find it anywhere 
else," she said. 

In the area around the college, 
135 motorsports-related firms create 
1,790 jobs, $71.4 million in payroll and 
$207 million in direct expenditures, 
according to a recent study by the 
Cabarrus County Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Trustees at the community 
college, located about 20 minutes north 
of the Charlotte Motor Speedway, 
approved the degree program earlier 
this year. College officials hope to have 
the program ready this fall. It would be 
a joint program with nearby Mitchell 
Community College and Davidson 
County Community College. 

About 300 students have already 
asked about the program. "We 
anticipate a waiting list," Lukadoo 
said. 

The idea for the program came 
about when community college 
officials, with campuses in Kannapolis 
and Salisbury, N.C., asked what the 
school could do to support the growing 
motorsports industry. 

"Right now teams are hiring ex- 
aerospace people and people who used 
to work for defense contractors," said 
H.A. "Humpy" Wheeler, president of 
Speedway Motorsports, which owns 
the Charlotte Motor Speedway. 

Racing teams, souvenir 
companies, product manufacturers and 
marketing and licensing firms say they 
have openings in mid-level 
management, said Carl Squires, who 
helped develop the proposal at the 
college. 

Twenty companies in Cabarrus 
County responding to a survey from 
the college estimated they would have 
62 management positions open in the 
next two years. 

The whole field is so broad. No 
one has been trained to do this kind of 
work," he said. 

People from Goodyear Tire, two 
NASCAR teams, several promotion 
firms and Wheeler's 600 Racing 
company helped develop a list of what 
students would need to learn, and nine 
industry representatives advised 
preparation of the curriculum. 

In the program, students would 
take general courses along with 
subjects such as business math, 
advertising and sales promotion, 
motorsports fundamentals and 
accounting. 

Students would also complete an 
internship at a parts company or 
public relations firm, and have hands- 
on classes in welding, chassis building 
and fabrication. 

'They should know how a race 
car is put together ... not learn how to 
weld, but know what it means to weld 
aluminum," Squires said. 

The degree would help recent 
high school graduates who want to get 
in(o the racing industry but don't know 
how to get started. It would also help 
the person who could not go to college 
get a higher paying job. Wheeler said. 

Some schools such as the 
University of South Carolina and 
Clemson University offer technical 
courses in racing in their engineering 
departments. 

Elon College, a small liberal arts 
school near Burlington, N.C., offers a 
NASCAR marketing class during its 
one-month winter term. 

Dr. Janie Brown started teaching 
the class four years ago. She says 
schools from across the country have 
called her for advice because there are 
few academic texts devoted to the 
business of NASCAR and other 
motorsports. 

Please see NASCAR page 8 


