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Five teams qualify for I-AA playoffs 

CHARLESTON. S.C. 
(UPD — Independents Holy 
Cross and Southern Illinois 
drew first-round byes and 
joined three conference 
champions Monday as the first 
teams named to compete in the 
1983 NCAA Division I-AA 
football playoffs. 

The Crusaders and Salukis. 
who will host their quar- 
terfinal rounds Dec. 3. were 
joined by Boston University, 
Nevada-Reno and Eastern 
Kentucky, champions of the 
Yankee. Big Sky and Ohio 
Valley conferences respec- 
tively,   as  the  first   group  of 

plavoff teams. 
FIVE      CONFERENCE 

champions automatically 
qualify. The other leagues who 
will send teams will be the 
Southern and Southland. 

Jerry Miles, director of men's 
championships for the NCAA, 
released the selections at a 
news conference at the site of 
the championship game. The 
three other at-large teams will 
be selected Sunday, he said. 

The championship will be 
played at the Citadel's 23,000- 
seal Johnson Hagood Stadium 
Dec. 17 and broadcast live by 
ABC-TV.    The  playoffs  begin 

Nov. 26. 
DEPENDING    ON    THE 

outcome of this weekend's 
games, it is possible the 
Southern and Southland 
conferences could send two 
representatives each to the 12- 
team playoff field. Miles said. 

Furman and Western 
Carolina in the Southern 
Conference and the 
Southland's North Texas State 
and Northwestern Louisiana 
have strong shots at berths, he 
said. 

Other teams in the running 
are Middle Tennessee State, 
Indiana State, Eastern Illinois, 

South Carolina State, Jackson 
State, Colgate and Idaho State, 
Miles said. 

HOLY CROSS became the 
fourth team this year to top the 
Division I-AA rankings, getting 
77 points to edge Furman and 
Southern Illinois, which tied 
for second at 75. 

About 3,000 tickets have 
been sold so far compared to 
8,000 a year ago for the game, 
which was played in Wichita 
Falls, Texas, the past two 
years. It was moved because 
the NCAA is seeking a per- 
manent site for the cham- 
pionship. 

lldle Raiders fall in poll 
By MIKE JONES 
Sidelines S]x>rts Editor 

MTSU's football team, aftei 
•an idle weekend, fell from sixth 
:in the NCAA I-AA poll to a tie 
|for seventh with Norjtheasten 
.Louisiana. 

The Blue Raiders, who close 
out their regular season 
Saturday here against intra- 
state rival Tennessee Tech. fell 
last week from a tie for fifth 
with Eastern Kentucky to sixth 
in the poll after a 26-7 MTSU 
win over Western Kentucky. 

HOLY CROSS LEAPED 
from third in the poll to first, 
while Furman, who was No. 4, 
and Southern Illinois, who was 
No. 1, are tied for second. Holy 
Cross Saturday smashed 
Delaware 24-0, while Furman 
downed UT-Chattanooga 28- 

!14. Southern Illinois suffered a 
loss Saturday to Wichita State. 

Eastern Kentucky, who 
lambasted Morehead State 56- 

•0 Saturday and was ranked 
•fifth in the poll last week, 
moved up to fourth. 

The rest of the Top 10 sees 
North Texas State at fifth. 
.Indiana State at sixth. Jackson 
State at ninth and Eastern 
Illinois at tenth. 

HOLY CROSS, Southern 
Illinois, Eastern Kentucky, 
Nevada-Reno and Boston 
University were all awarded I- 
AA playoff berths yesterday, 
while the Southern and 
Southland conferences will also 
send representatives. The three 
remaining at-large berths will 
be selected Sunday. 

Eastern Kentucky gained the 
automatic berth over MTSU by 
virtue of their 14-7 win over 
the Blue Raiders Oct. 8. 
MTSU, however, would tie 
Eastern for the OVC crown 
with a win over Tennessee 
Tech Saturday. 

With only three at-large 
berths remaining, MTSU's 
chances for making the 
playoffs decreased somewhat, 
with independents Southern 
Illinois and Holy Cross already 
being named to the field. 

MTSU ATHLETIC Director 
Jimmy Earle said last night, 
however, that he believes that 
if MTSU wins over Tennessee 
Tech Saturday, they will 
receive an at-large bid. 

"I've talked to Don Combs 
[Eastern Kentucky athletic 
director, who is on the four- 
man I-AA committee] a couple 

of times and I've been given the 
impression that we'd get an at- 
large berth if we beat Tech," 
Earle said. "I would hope that 
would be the case, but I have 
no assurance." 

Earle also sighted several 
factors MTSU would have in its 
favor as a possible host team if 
the Blue Raiders receive an at- 
large bid. 

"I WOULD LIKE to think 
that if we got a berth, our 
location, weather and having a 
lighted field could possibly 
make us a host team," Earle 
said. "In terms of our distance 
from a large city like Nashville 
and our central location, I 
think we would be an ideal 
location. 

"A negative thing, however, 
would be our home attendance 
for our last two home games 
[Youngstown State, Western 
Kentucky]. The NCAA 
definitely looks at that."      * 

Earle stressed that a win 
over Tech is imperative to 
MTSU's chances of getting the 
bid. 

"We're sitting back right 
now waiting for Tech and 
we've got to be able to beat 
them." 

'Chewing out' results in victory 
By ANDY REED 

Sidelines S[x>rtv \\ rittr 

The Lady Raider volleyball 
team came out with a split 
Thursday night against North 
Alabama and Austin Peay at 
Alumni Memorial Gym. 

North Alabama swept 
MTSU by scores of 9-15 and 10- 
15   before   the   Ladv   Raiders 

took    Austin    Peay    in    three 
games. 

DESPITE   THE   LOSS   to 
powerful North Alabama, 
Coach Diane Cummings was 
pleased with her team's play. 

"We played them a real close 
game," she said. "I felt like we 
should have beat them." 

Against    Austin   Peay,    the 

MTSU  Volleyball 
Lady Raiders split the first two 
games before the Lady 
Governors took a 7-0 lead in 
the third game. At that point, 
Cummings called time out and 
"chewed them out." 

"FROM THAT POINT on, 
we played the best game we 
ever played," the coach said as 
she discussed her team's come- 
from-behind 17-15 win."I was 
real pleased that we didn't give 
up.' 

The Lady Raiders take their 
5-18 record into theirfinal 
regular season match tonight 
against UT-Chattanooga, a 
team MTSU beat earlier this 
season in Chattanooga. 

The match begins at 6 p.m. 
in Alumni Gym. 

Miles said the ability of the 
at-large teams to attract fans to 
the game is not considered in 
the selection process. 

"THE COMMITTEE only 
considers those most deserving 
based on their records and the 
strength of their schedules," he 
said. "It's very difficult." 

Coaches Bill Davis of South 
Carolina State and the Salukis' 
Ray Dempsey, who also at- 
tended the news conference, 
put in a pitch for expanding the 
playoffs to 16 teams and 
eliminating the byes received 
by the top four seed. 

"If basketball can have 48, 

why can't football have 16°" 
said Davis, whose squads made 
the playoffs in 1981 and 1982. 

The Top Ten 
NCAA I-AA 

1. Holy Cross 
2. Furman 
2. Southern Illinois 
4. Eastern Kentucky 
5. North Texas State 
6. Indiana State 
7. MTSU 
7. NE Louisiana 
9. Jackson State 
10.Eastern Illinois 

MTSU senior Doug Lipscomb leaps for a slam dunk during a Blue Raider 
week. Lipscomb, a forward, and the rest of the Blue Raiders will perform in 
scheduled for next Monday night at 7:30 p.m. in Murphy Center. 
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practice session last 
the Blue-White game, 

Present division I-AA selection system fallible 

Photo by Mike Poley 

Lady Raider Kay Willbanks. a freshman from Ringgold, Ga., 
puts up a jump shot during drills last week in preparation for 
the MTSU Nov. 26 opener at Florida State. 

Independents Southern 
Illinois and Holy Cross, in 
addition to Nevada-Reno, 
Eastern Kentucky and Boston 
University, qualified for the 
12-team Division I-AA play- 
offs, it was announced 
yesterday. 

The Southern, Southland, 
Mid-Eastern, and South- 
western conferences will also 
send representatives, with the 
Southern and Southwestern 
leagues possibly qualifying 
two. 

HIGHLY-RATED Furman 
and Western Carolina have 
shots at play-off berths from 
the Southern Conference, 
while Northwest Louisiana and 
North Texas State have an 
opportunity to represent the 
Southland Conference. 

With    those     11     berths 

seemingly occupied in 
everything but name, this 
could leave Middle Tennessee 
with no place to go after the 
season, as there are four more 
teams—Indiana State, Idaho 
State, South Carolina State, 
Colgate and Jackson State— 
vying for the one remaining 
play-off spot. 

Never mind that MTSU is 
probably more deserving of the 
spot. Disregard the fact that 
MTSU is rated higher than 
many of the aforementioned 
teams in the Division I-AA 
poll, which is another matter 
in itself. 

THE POLL CONSISTS four 
commissioners who double as 
athletic directors for Idaho and 
Eastern Kentuckv, to name a 
couple. These athletic directors 
meet each week to vote for the 
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DO!S TILLETT 
top-rated team,  putting aside 
their obvious bias, of course. 

Should  the  Raiders bp ex- 

cluded, true football fanatics 
here should feel the need to 
argue about the system and its 
possible revampment. 

Expanding the play-off 
format as is being done in 
basketball could help the 
matter, but it would be 
treating just a symptom of the 
problem. The root of^ the 
problem comes when biased 
athletic directors are allowed 
to act as commissioners for 
such money-making ventures 
as a trip to the play-offs for 
their team at the expense of 
other deserving teams. 

Obviously, under the present 
system, someone will be 
omitted from the list of con- 
tenders, and someone— 
regardless of who makes the 
final field—may question the 
validity of the system. 


