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(But they didn't get away) 

by John Pitts 
If the Wednesday afternoon 

attempt by a number of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon fraternity members 
to take a totem pole from the 
Tennessee Tech bookstore sounds 
suspiciously like a military opera- 
tion, thank Jim Rungee. 

Rungee, whose father, Col. 
James Rungee, is a former instruc- 
tor of Military Science here, be- 
grudgingly takes some of the credit 
for the "Raid on Cookeville." 

"Two of us went up there last 
Friday...we spent most of the 
afternoon casing the place. At the 
meeting Sunday night, I drew a 
layout of the Tech bookstore on the 
blackboard and that's how we got 
started," Rungee said. 

As he recalls, "there were 
actually four diversion groups 
inside the bookstore.'' According to 
his estimates, at least 30 SAE's 
from MTSU were inside the Tech 
university center when the totem 
pole-snatching incident took place. 

To hear Rungee tell the story, 
there were probably more MTSU 
students inside the bookstore than 
Tech employees. 

"First of all, I called the Tech 
bookstore manager and identified 
myself as a Tech Interfratemity 
Council representative interested in 
buying a mass quantity of jerseys," 
Rungee said. 

Members of MTSU's Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity chapter 
prepare for the long trip to Cookeville to kidnap 'Harvey' 
Wednesday morning. [Ricky Mansfield photo] 

In no particular order, Rungee 
said there were: 

•Three fraternity members 
"keeping the cashier busy—they 
brought more than $100 worth of 
books to the cashier and then said 
they didn't have any money." 

•Two others "keeping the lady at 
the jewelry counter busy." 

•An SAE (who suffered a broken 
neck this summer, and who still 
wears a neck brace) faked an injury 
and lay writhing in pain on the floor 
in the rear of the store. 
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Then, on a pre-arranged signal, 
another SAE entered the bookstore 
and nonchalantly produced a set of 
bolt cutters. Restraining chains 
gone, five others quickly carried the 
totem pole to the waiting car of 
Mike Petty, Rungee explained. 

"There were at least 17 SAE's 
stationed at all sorts of places in the 
general vicinity just to distract 
people. We kept the stairs clear and 
watched out for the police," 
Rungee added. 

Mike Petty, a senior from Dick- 
son, was one of the four who were 
stopped by the Cookeville police 
and arrested for grand larceny. 

Petty said he had a vague feeling 
something was not going according 
to plan when he saw the totem pole 

outside the Tech bookstore for the 
first time. "When they brought it 
outside the doors of the university 
center, I knew it was too big to fit in 
my car," he said. 

But, in their haste, Petty and his 
cohorts jammed the case in the 
back seat as best they could and 
roared off the Tech campus. 

"We went down Dixie Avenue (a 
street that runs through the Tech 
camps and into downtown Cooke- 
ville) with both back doors open—I 
was missin' other cars and tele- 
phone poles by inches. Man, I'll 
never drive that way again," he 
said. 

Rungee's original plan called for 
Petty to drive to another location 
near campus and put the totem pole 
in another car. 

"We decided we were going to 
head home ourselves... and we 
almost made it," Petty recalled 
sadly. 

Petty said the Cookeville police- 
man who stopped him said "well, 
you tried" before turning them 
around and taking them downtown 
for booking. "He said later that if 
he'd known the trouble he was 
getting us into, he might have let us 
go," Petty added. 

After it all was over, SAE 
president Wade Sugg, also a Dick- 
son native, stressed that the totem 
pole incident "wasn't an official 
effort of the fraternity. 

"If we had taken it as a fraternity 
effort, we probably would nave 
gotten away with it," he said, 
laughing. 
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