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Student evaluation of faculty is underway again 
by Lisa Human 

It's student evaluation time 
again, and many students may be 
wondering what this teacher rating 
is all about. 

The evaluations started in 1972 
when the State Board of Regents 
directed MTSU under a new policy 
to evaluate faculty members for 
tenure and promotion. 

When the board of regents 
announced the evaluation policy, 
the university had to quickly find a 
method for evaluating faculty. A 
committee made up of sociologist, 
psychologist, and statistics experts 
assigned by the president scanned 
the market for the best evaluating 
instrument, according to Professor 
Bob Corcoran, economic depart- 
ment, who was on the committee. 

They came up with the Purdue 
rating test, which "is widely used 
all over the country and is a damn 
good instrument," Corcoran said. 

However, there were some com- 
plaints about the Purdue evalua- 
tion, mainly it's cumbersome 
length of approximately 25 ques- 
tions. 

The committee then got together 
and looked at different evaluation 
instruments. "We looked into the 
research behind the instruments 
and paid attention to questions that 
appeared on all of the evaluations. 
After much debate and research, 
we structured our own instru- 
ment," Corcoran said. 

With the new evaluation, half the 
faculty is evaluated each semester 

Course on horse care and 
shoeing begins next week 
Farrier science, the art of shoe- 

ing horses and treating them 
medically, will be taught at MTSU 
beginning Oct. 21. 
The course is designed to teach 

the basic elements involved, rather 
than develop professional farriers. 

Most class time will be spent in 
the actual hands-on experience 
with the remainder involving lec- 
ture and discussion. Topics for the 
class   will    include:    anatomy    of 

equine feet and legs; preparation 
and trimming of the hoof, shoe 
selection and fitting and making 
shoes. 

Mike Green, a professional 
farrier, will instruct the classes, 
which will meet in the main lobby of 
the Stark Agriculture Building. 

Fee for the class is $100 for 
persons enrolled for non-credit and 
$75 for those enrolled for credit. 

Vanderbilt Concerts 

Presents 

LITTLE FEAT 
With Craig Fuller 

& Eric Kaz 
Thursday, Oct. 26 

8:00 p.m. 

Tickets *6°° in advance, $7°° day of show 

GEORGE BENSON 
Wednesday, Nov. 8 

Memorial Gym 
Tickets available in Murfreesboro at the Music Shop 
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by this 25-minute exam that consists 
of nine standard university ques- 
tions and deals with fairness in 
grading, teaching ability, and 
teacher attitudes toward students 
and the class. 

When all of the evaluations are 
turned in, they are sent to a 
computer and an average score for 
each teacher is given out. The 
scores are sent to the teachers in 
hopes that the teacher will be able 
to   improve   their   weak   points, 

Robert Jones, assistant vice presi- 
dent of academic affairs, said. 

Department chairmen, the 
school dean and the academic vice 
presidents then use the evaluations 
in deciding on salary raises and 
tenures. 

"One evaluation does not decide 
whether or not to give a faculty 
member tenure," Jones said. "An 
untenured faculty member usually 
has several evaluations before a 
decision is made." 

Admission 

Kina Steed 
and 

Martin McGeachy 
present 

Plaza 
Suite 

Act II 
by Neil Simon 

DA Arena Theatre 
Tuesday, Oct. 24 

6:30 p.m. 
id open to the publ 
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The Amazing Kreskin 

Tuesday, Oct. 24       8:00 p.m. 
Dramatic Arts Auditorium 

Tickets are $1.00 
Available at Rm. 308 UC 


