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J.T. Musgrove zipped to a new school record in the 600 yard run 
with a time of 1:10.3 in the OVC Indoor Championship last 
weekend in Murphy Center. 

Women walk over Peay 
by Scott Adams 

"I thought we had our best 
offensive effort of the season 
tonight," Lady Raider head coach 
Larry Inman said after a 90-77 
victory over Austin Peay last night 
in Murphy Center. 

After the loss of starters Kathy 
Riley and Bonnie Angus, most 
would think that the Lady Raiders 
would pack it up and wait for next 
year, but Inman says that's what 
makes the team so special. 

"I don't think the girls were on 
any emotional high or anything 
tonight," Inman said. "But I do 
think that they feel like they had 
something to prove to them- 
selves." 

Inman released Riley from the 
team yesterday afternoon prior to 
the game with Peay and Angus 
quit the team after the game with 
East Tennessee last week. 

The first year coach from Mt. 
Juliet declined to go into any 
detail about the Riley incident, 
but did say that' *it was just one of 
those things when a coach and a 
player have a personality conflict 
and can't be resolved." 

"I have a lot of respect for 
coach Inman as a person and I 
really wish the team well for the 
rest of the year," Riley said. "I 
don't want to make a big deal 
out of this, but I do want everyone 
to know that I didn't quit the 
team." 

Angus, who has been a starter 
for most of the season, left the 
team for what have been cited as 
personal reasons. 

"I just felt like it was time to 
start deciding what I was going to 

Men win 1st Indoor Championship 
bv Terrv Morrow Thomas claimed a first place in set the record to hesrin Saturdav's-■- ■*■ by Terry Morrow 

MTSU's Blue Raider track team 
brought home their first OVC 
indoor track championship in 
Murphy Center Saturday, outdis- 
tancing Western Kentucky 127 Vi 
to 122 for the crown. 

Not only did the OVC track and 
field competition bring area uni- 
versities to this past weekend, it 
als brought some impressive wins 
and records to the university. 

Greg Artis of MTSU set a new 
OVC record Friday in the long 
jump with a jump of 25-3 Vi. John 
Dodoo continued a record break- 
ing trend for MTSU Saturday by 
jumping 52-3 W in the triple jump 
and J.T. Musgrove ran for an 
OVC record in the 600 yard run 
with a time of 1:10:3. 

In finals action on Saturday, Ed 

Thomas claimed a first pi 
the 60 Yard High Hurdles with a 
time of 7.5. 

Teamwork was a definite ad- 
vantage to the MTSU mile relay 
team that won with a time of 3:15. 
Lorenzo Cooper, David Robinson, 
J.T. Musgrove, and Ed Steagall 
made up the award winning team. 

As it stands MTSU took away 
five first places out of the events 
in Saturday's meet. Three of five 
were record breakers. 

MTSU opened strong on both 
days of competition. Friday's 
action opened with the long jump. 
The Raiders got a second place 
from triple jump specialist John 
Dodoo in addition to Greg Artis' 
record leap. 

Artis, in turn, grabbed a third 
place in the triple jump as Dodoo 

Raiders edge Govenors 

do when I get out of school," 
Angus said. "Really, I was kind of 
tired of basketball being every- 
thing in my life." 

Inman said that the technical 
foul that was called on Riley in the 
Murray game was not the reason 
for the sophomore's release, but 
that it "kind of culminated every- 
thing that had been happening 
since the beginning of the sea- 
son." 

"I thought about this all week- 
end and I think I've made the 
right decision," Inman added. 
"Of course our depth has been cut 
down considerably, and no coach 
likes to take 20 points out ot his 
line-up, but I think it will all work 
out for the best." 

With the absence of Riley, 
senior Sharon McClannahan has 
had to take up most of the scoring 
load. The 6'0 senior responded 
with a 34 point outburst at Murray 
and led the way last night with 27. 

Last night's game wasn't really 
much of a game from the stand- 
point of a close score, but for Lady 
Raider fans it was a welcome sight 
to see the women in front for a 
change in the first half. Middle 
has had to come from behind for 
most of their wins this season. 

The Lady Raiders led by as 
much as 12 in the first half and 
took 54-40 lead into the dressing 
room at halftime. 

MTSU kept up their blistering 
pace throughout most of the 
second half and extended their 
lead to as much as 21 points, 
75-54, with 13:04 to play. 

Play got a little sloppy in the 
[continued on page 9] 

by Scott Adams 
Sports Editor 

If things keep going like they 
have been for MTSU's Blue 
Raider basketball team, head 
coach Jimmy Earle will be an 
old man by the end of the season. 

Earle's Raiders were in their 
fifth overtime game of the season, 
(a school record) this time with 
arch rival Austin Peay in a key 
conference match up for MTSU. 

Middle, who has been faring 
too well in overtime games so far 
this season, having won only one 
of the previous four, managed to 
hold off Peay 58-56, to keep the 
play-off picture alive. 

"Austin Peay was the most well 
prepared team we have played 
this season," Earle said. "They 
played well on both ends, but they 
were really tough on the defensive 
end." 

The Governor, who according to 
head coach Ed Thompson, didn't 
stall the ball, played very deliber- 
ate throughout the game working 
the ball around several times 
before putting up a shot. 

The lead changed hands seven 
times during the opening minutes 
of the contest before Peay reeled 
off six consecutive points to jump 
out to a 26-20 lead with 4:28 to 
play in the half. 

The Govs held MTSU to just 
one basket, a tip in by Raymone 
"Zoom" Martin, for the last five 

minutes for the opening period, 
but the Raiders did manage to 
chip away at the lead from the foul 
line hitting on five of nine 
attempts to cut the margin to four. 
30-26 at halftime. 

Austin Peay continued to play 
well for the first five minutes of 
the second half, and looked as 
though they had an upset on their 
mind when jumped out on their 
second six point lead of the night, 
34-28, with 16:05 to play. 

But, the Raiders came roaring 
back, mainly on the strength of 
reserves Jimmy Riley and Martin, 
to take the lead 37-36, with 13:08 
to play in the game. 

Junior Leroy Coleman put 
together a late game streak of five 
straight buckets to keep the 
Raiders in the lead during the 
closing minutes of regulation 
play, but two free throws by 
Peay's Tim Thomas brought the 
Govs even at 50-50 with 1:46 to 
play. 

MTSU preceded to work a make 
shift four corner delay until the 
clock reached nine seconds when 
they called time out. The Raiders 
worked a play which freed Cole- 
man at the head of the circle, but 
the shot hit the front of the rim, 
and bounded away as everyone 
settled back in their chairs for the 
extra period. 

Greg Joyner,   who  had  been 

photo by KOBIN RUDD 
WHO ME? CordeU  Haynie [45]  cant  believe  that  he  was 

charged with this foul in last night's game with Austin Peay. The 
Govs Alfred Barney peeks through Haynie's legs to see if the 
coast is clear. 

JV's drop one to Aquinas 
attempts while MTSU could only 
manage 12. 

"Aquinas has a good team, but 
I think things will be a little 
different when we go down there 
Thursday," said Junior Varsity 
coach Austin Clark. 

Jimmy Rawn had 20 points in a 
losing cause. Scott Holder added 
18 for MTSU. 

Middle Tennessee's junior var- 
sity fell victim to some poor free 
throw shooting and lost to 
Aquinas Junior College yesterday 
afternoon 83-86. 

The JV's and Aquinas were 
awarded an identical 27 free throw 
attempts during the game. 
Aquinas  converted   21   of  their 

set the record to begin Saturday's 
events. 

One of the keys to the Raiders' 
success turned out to be Murray 
State's abilitiy to run with West- 
ern Kentucky in the distance 
events. Murray was able to take 
away some of the points the 
Hilltoppers were counting on. 

"Everyone contributed," 

Coach Dean Hayes said. "We got 
points from everywhere." MTSU 
has now qualified four people for 
the NCAA indoor track cham- 
pionships to be held next month. 
Musgrove qualified in the 600 
yard run, Ed Stegall in the quarter 
mile, Artis in the long jump and 
Dodoo in the triple jump. 

photo by ROBIN RUDD 
Leroy Coleman displays his aggressive style of defense in the 

Blue Raider's overtime victory over Austin Peay. 

Earle said. "We'll play real well kept fairly well in check by the 
collapsing Governor zone, took 
control in the overtime scoring six 
of MTSU's eight points. 

The two points that Joyner 
didn't get could be considered the 
most crucial, as Greg Armstrong 
went to the line with nine seconds 
left and Middle up by one 55-54. 
The senior point guard cooly sank 
both shots to ice the Raiders sixth 
conference win. 

' 'This team has been kind of Dr. 
Jekyll,  Mr.   Hyde  this season," 

in about six minute spurts, but 
then we'll be right back making 
silly turnovers the next minute." 

Coleman led the Raider attack 
with 17 points followed by Joyner 
with 12. Riley was the team's 
leading rebounder with 10. 

Cere Myrick led the Governors 
with 18 points followed by Alfred 
Barney, Thomas and Vince Fen- 
wick who all had ten a piece. 

Peay was 10 of 10 from the foul 
[continued on page 9] 

Raiders in playoff hunt 
with win over Murray 

by Henry Fennell 

No one said it would be easy- 
and it wasn't. 

MTSU dodged a playoff killing 
bullet Saturday while pulling off a 
come from behind 69-67 win over 
Murry State in Murray, Ky. 

The Raiders stayed on track for 
a play-off berth despite a fired up 
Murray team that pulled out all 
the stops. The Racers played with 
the abandon of a team with 
nothing to lose and nearly pulled 
off lose a major upset. 

A .bfeionui television audience 
and Murray's largest home crowd 
of the year witnessed the Racer's 
final home game. 

It was an incredible display of 
support for a team with only three 
wins and 20 losses. The Murray 
student body stood for the entire 
ballgame. 

It was a great basketball atmo- 
sphere in here today," Raider 
coach Jimmy Earle 
coach Jimmy Earle said. 

The Raiders appeared to be in 
control early. MTSU led by as 
many as seven points in the first 
half, before Murray cut the half 
time margin to three, at 34-31. 

The Racers went to work on the 
inside to make up the deficit, 
finally taking the lead with twelve 
minutes to go in the game. All but 
one of Murray's second half field 
goals came from less than eight 

feet from the basket. 
With the big men crashing the 

boards, Murray built up a five 
point lead with just six minutes 
left. 

MTSU went into a three-quarter 
court zone press at the six minute 
mark. The press worked for two 
straight turnovers. Greg Joyner 
converted the first one into a 
lay-up and Chris Harris scored on 
the second one. Harris was also 
fouled on the play. 

The freshman center missed the 
free throw, but Joyner put the 
rebound back in to complete a four 
point play. The play turned the 
game around, giving Middle the 
lead for the first time in seven 
minutes. 

The Raiders maintained their 
poise down the stretch to hold off 
Murray and eventually win the 
game by two points. 

Joyner led all scorers with 22 
points. He also had a game high 
assist total of eight. 

Leroy Coleman added 14, 
Harris nine and Greg Armstrong 
eight. Surprise starter David 
Thornton scored four points. 

Kenny Hammonds,a 6-5 fresh- 
man guard sensation,led Murray 
in scoring with 21. Hammond also 
led all rebounders in the game 
with nine. 

MTSU evened their conference 
record to 5-5 with the win. 

■M 


