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TSU, Tech come to town   yisli5!,ck sweeps 

Teams renew rivalries 
on Murphy hardwood 
By Doug Malan/ staff 

First place could be up for grabs Saturday afternoon 
when Middle Tennessee hosts Tennessee Tech at 2:30 in the 
opener of a men's and women's double header. 

Randy Wiel's club currently stands at 9-4 overall and in 
second place of the OVC with a 2-1 mark, pending tonight's 
home game against 2-8 Tennessee State. 

The Golden Eagles play at home tonight against Austin 
Peay with a 6-4 overall record and an unblemished 
conference slate after two games. 

The Raiders went 4-2 during the holiday break and find 
themselves a last-second basket short of sitting atop the 
OVC. They lost to Eastern Kentucky 79-77 five days ago. 

Wiel has used a ten man rotation in the first three 
conference games and forward Nod Carter continues to lead 
the team in scoring with 16.8 points per game-18 PPG in 
the OVC- and nearly five rebounds. 

Fellow senior Roni Bailey leads the team in rebounding 
(6.6 per outing) and total steals (23) while being second to 
point guard Richard Duncan in total assists with 42. 
Duncan has 45. Bailey is also second in scoring with 14.2 
points per game. 

Middle Tennessee will attempt to continue 
mesmerizing opponents at home where they are 5-0 thus 
far. Thursday's TSU game commences a four-game 
Raider home stand. 

The Tech game is scheduled to be televised on WNAB- 
TV. 

Following the men's contest, the Lady Raiders tip-off 
against the Golden Eaglettes at approximately 5 p.m. 

Depending on their performance against Tennessee 
State late Wednesday night, the Lady Raiders will bring a 
sub-.500 record into the Tech game. At press time, Middle 
Tennessee was 4-8 overall but only a game out of first place 
in the conference at 2-1. 

Lewis Bivens' squad had a rough holiday stretch 
against some rather formidable opponents, posting a 3-5 
record with three of the losses coming against Missouri, 
West Virginia and Hawaii in Honolulu. Most recently, the 
Lady Raiders notched a 78-72 win Jan. 6 at Morehead 
State. 

Thus far, Jonelda Buck, Jessica Beaty and Carlita 
Elder have been a productive trio with each averaging 
nearly 15 points per game in conference play. Tanika 
Smith is the fourth Lady Raider to average double figures 
at 11 points a game. • 

While the majority of campus was preparing for Christmas 
break, the first men's and women's indoor track meet was held 
Sunday, 
Dec.8th in the Murphy Athletic Center. The day long event 
proved to be victorious for both squads with MTSU blowing 
out Vandy, TSU, Murray State and Western Kentucky. 

Before a recurring strained hamstring injury, junior Nekeya 
Rails was first in the long jump with a mark of 19-08 and 
freshman Maronda Harris put in an fourth place effort of 18-05. 
Jahez Salahuddin, Rashad Haynes and Boniface Amuzu made an 
MT sweep of the men's long jump. Salahuddin's mark of 25-04 
was an NCAA qualifying standard. He was also first in the high 
and triple jumps. Also placing in those events were Haynes and 
Torrence Riley. 

Freshman Tablitha Piles was first in the women's high jump 
while Bianca Conley was third in that event. 

In the women's shot put, Shelly Johnson was second with an 
effort of 45-07 to add to the women's score. 

In the running events, freshman standout Bethany Brent made 
her debut with a first place time of 7.05 in the 55m dash, while 
Rachel Parrish was third. Brent was also second in the 200. 

Pounding out a first place time of 6.40 in the men's 55m was 
senior Dave Creary. For the high hurdle competition, Carlos 
Clardy and Dana Dixon added second and third place times of 
7.56 and 7.59 respectively. 

Competing in the 400m dash was were sprinters Rachel 
Parrish and Shane Heavener. Both placed third in their 
respective events. '. 

Another not-so-suprising sweep belonged to Christian Nsiah 
(21.57), Jahez Salahuddin (21.82), and Boniface Amuzu (21.97) in 
the 200. Nsiah also anchored the winning mile relay. 

The Blue Raiders will be competing at the University of 
Kentucky's annual invitational on Jan. 18. • 

Brian G. Miller/ staff 

Nod Carter goes up for a shot in a game last season versus 
rival Tennessee Tech. The teams meet once again Saturday. 

Lawsuit alleges SAT standard 
unfair to NCAA black athletes 

SCORES OVER THE BREAK 
Blue Raiders 
Date 
Dec. 7 
Dec. 14 
Dec. 16 
Dec. 19 
Dec. 29 
Jan. 4 
Jan. 6 

Opponent Score 
Southern W 91-67 
UT-Chattanooga W 83-73 
Belmont 
Indiana State 
Sue Bennett 
Eastern KY 
Morehead St. 

Overall Record: 9-4 
Lady Raiders 
Date       Opponent 
Dec. 7    UT-Chattanooga 
Dec. 15   Southern Illinois 
Dec. 17 Murray State 
Dec. 20 Missouri 
Dec. 21    West Vircrinio 
Dec. 23  Hawaii 
Jan. 2    ETSU 
Jan. 4    Eastern KY 
Jan. 6    Morehead St. 
Overall Record: 4-8 

W 94-76 
L   66-92 
W 127-70 
L    77-79 
W 78-72 

OVC 

Score 
W 56-51 
L   72-91 
W 84-68 

55-61 
60-77 
63-82 

W 92-81 
L   73-91 

W 84-58 
OVC 

L 
L 
L 

Site 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Murfreesboro 
Murfreesboro 
Terre Haute, II 
Murfreesboro 
Richmond, KY 
Morehead, KY 

Record: 2-1 

Site 
Chattanooga 
Carbondale, 111. 
Murfreesboro 
Honolulu, HI 
Honolulu, HI 
Honolulu, HI 
Murfreesboro 
Richmond, KY 
Morehead, KY 

Record: 2-1 

Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
Hundreds of young black athletes 
have been discriminated against 
because the NCAA uses SAT scores to 
decide who can play college sports, a 
legal group said Wednesday in suing 
to block the practice. 

Trial Lawyers for Public Justice, 
based in Washington, D.C., is seeking 
an injunction against the NCAA, 
which defends the standards as a 
protection for student-athletes. 

The NCAA also released a report 
showing that the number of black 
athletes enrolling in Division I schools 
was increasing, and that black 
athletes' graduation rates increased 
after the adoption of the rules. 

Those standards set a sliding 
scale of SAT and grade point 
standards for college freshmen 
athletes on scholarships. 

For years, black coaches and 
educators, along with many whites, 

have maintained that standardized 
tests are racially and culturally biased 
and do not accurately predict the 
ability to do college work. 

Two 1996 graduates of 
Philadelphia's Simon Gratz High 
School are the plaintiffs: Tai Kwan 
Cureton, a freshman at Wheaton 
College, and Leatrice Shaw, at the 
University of Miami. 

Cureton was 27th in his class of 
305; Shaw was fifth. Both were recruited 
for track teams at many schools, but 
said the overtures stopped after they 
received low scores in the SAT. 

At Wheaton, an NCAA Division 
III school that doesn't give athletic 
scholarships, Cureton competes in 
sprints and the long jump, but says he 
was robbed of the chance to compete 
against the best college track athletes. 

Shaw, in complying w,ith the 
standards, is sitting out her freshman 
year at Miami and should be able to 
compete on that Division I school's 
track team in her final three years. • 

AP top 25 college B-ball poll 
Associated Press 

Kansas' first tight game of the 
season and Wake Forest's impressive 
wins over ranked teams combined to 
bring the teams the closest they have 
been in the six weeks they have held 
the top two spots in the college 
basketball poll. 

The Jayhawks (13-0) were still 
the runaway No. 1 choice Monday, but 
the 62-59 victory over Kansas State, 
their first game this season decided by 
less than seven points, cost them five 
first-place votes. 

Those in the national media 
panel who switched opted for Wake 
Forest (10-0), which beat then-No. 7 
Utah 70-59 and then-No. 11 North 
Carolina 81-57 last week. 

Kansas received 59 first-place 
votes and 1,739 points, while the 
Demon Deacons had 11 No. 1 votes 
and 1,685 points. 

Kentucky, Iowa State, Clemson 
and Cincinnati held third through 
sixth, while Arizona, Villanova, Utah 
and Duke rounded out the Top Ten. 

Minnesota and Xavier, Ohio led 
the Second Ten with their highest 
rankings of the season and in Xavier's 
case, its highest ranking in 38 years. 

Minnesota (13-1) jumped four 

spots after opening Big Ten play with 
wins over Wisconsin and Michigan 
State. 

The Musketeers (10-0) moved up 
from 17th after a 35-point victory over 
Virginia Tech to open Atlantic 10 play. 

North Carolina dropped two 
spots to 13th and was followed by 
Louisville, Indiana. Michigan, Oregon, 
New Mexico, Maryland and Texas 
Tech. The final five ranked teams 
were Stanford, Texas, Boston College, 
Georgia and Illinois. 

Georgia (11-2) was the week's 
lone newcomer to the Top 25, 
replacing fellow Southeastern 
Conference member Arkansas, which 
had been No. 22. 

The Bulldogs enter the rankings 
off a loss to Mississippi but that 
followed an overtime victory over 
Maryland in the championship game 
of the Rainbow Classic. Their other 
loss was to Georgia Tech early in the 
season. 

The week's biggest drop was 
Michigan's fall from No. 8 to 16th. The 
Wolverines (10-3) lost two of three 
games last week. Michigan had been 
ranked as high as fourth this season 
before losing to Memphis in the opener 
at the Rainbow Classic. • 

photo provided 

Jessica Beaty (center) scored 24 points to lead MTSU to a win over Morehead St on Monday. 

Hoops squads escape Death Valley with splits 
By Lesli Bales/ staff 

MTSU's basketball teams 
started 1997 with an extended road 
trip in Kentucky. The Lady Raiders 
and Blue Raiders faced Eastern 
Kentucky on Jan. 4 and Morehead 
State on Jan. 6. 

Eastern Kentucky handed the 
Lady Raiders their only OVC loss with 
a score of 91-73. Sophomore center 
Jonelda Buck led the MTSU women 
with 18 points against Eastern 
Kentucky, while sophomore guard 
Carlita Elder came off the bench to 
toss in 12 points of her own, the 
second highest point total on the 
squad. Junior guards Natalie Sneed 
and Tanika Smith also had good 
games, racking up 11 and 10 points 
respectively. 

Although the Blue Raiders 
outscored Eastern Kentucky in the 
first half, the Colonels came back to 

toss in 54 second half points to 
squeak by MTSU 79-77. This is also 
the Blue Raiders' only OVC loss. 
Senior forward Nod Carter led the 
MTSU squad with 23 points while 
senior guard Roni Bailey connected 
for 16 of his own. 

Two days later, the MTSU 
women made the Morehead State 
ladies regret their mistakes by 
scoring 29 of points off of Lady 
Eagles' turnovers. Senior forward 
Jessica Beaty led the Lady Raiders 
with 24 points while Buck racked up 
18. MTSU won by a final blowout 
score of 84-58 to bring their overall 
record to 4-8. 

The Blue Raiders saw yet 
another close game in the bluegrass 
state, but this time, the MTSU squad 
came out on top, beating Morehead 
by a score of 78-72. Sophomore 
guard Richard Duncan came off the 
bench to lead the Blue Raiders with 
16 points while Carter tossed in 15. 

Again, turnovers played a part as 
MTSU scored 23 points off Eagles' 
turnovers. Freshman Freddie 
Martinez connected for 12 points in 
just 17 minutes while senior center 
Chad Wampler scored 11 points of 
his own. 

The Lady Raiders were back in 
action last night as they took on the 
Tennessee State's Lady Tigers. TSU 
comes to Murfreesboro again tonight 
as the Tigers pair up with the Blue 
Raiders at 7 p.m. at Monte Hale Arena 
in Murphy Center. 

Don't miss the exciting games 
Saturday when rival Tennessee Tech 
comes to town. The men play at 2:30 
p.m. with the women's game at 5 p.m. 
If you can't make it to the game (due 
to snow or some other unforseeable 
circumstance), the men's game will be 
televised live on WNAB (Ch. 15 in 
Murfreesboro and Ch. 58 in 
Nashville). • 


