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Health care in trouble, panel decides 
By Josh Daughtery 

Staff Writer 

Tennessee health care is in trouble, 
according to a consensus reached at the 
Rutherford County Candidates' Forum 
for Tennessee Health Care Thursday 
night, where a panel comprising med- 
ical professionals and state representa- 
tives spoke on the topic. 

The panel discussion was held at the 
Patterson Park Community Center and 
moderated by Mark Byrnes, associate 
dean of the College of Liberal Arts. 

Discussions such as last week's 
forum raise awareness for important 
issues, said Lori Smith, organizer 
Tennessee Health Care Campaign. 

Forty-six million people are unin- 
sured across the nation, despite health 
care safety nets that are in place to pro- 
vide basic care, said Lori Smith, organ- 
izer of the Tennessee Health Care 
Campaign. 

"Our safety net isn t providing that 
and people are dying," she said. 

The three major problems with 
health care are access, cost and quality, 
said Richard Braun, director of the 
Cumberland Clinic in Crossville, 
Tenn., who participated in the forum. 
The health insurance industry is failing 
people because the companies are 
more worried about cost rather than 
helping people, he said. 

"Health care is ,\ basic human right," 
Braun said. "TennCare, which was once 
a model for the country, is now failing." 

The state needs to look for a way to 
make the new health care programs 
CoverTN and AccessTN work, said 
Brian McGuire, legislative director of 
the American Association of Retired 
Persons. He said the concern is the ben- 
efits package and what kind of insur- 
ance people are able get. 

"The answer for health care is going 
to be at the national level," he said. 

Rebecca Loveless, a physician assis- 
tant in various hospitals in Rutherford 
County, said she looks at things differ- 
ently than other panel members since 
she works in the emergency room. 

Though the TennCare cuts were 
good, reform is still needed, Loveless 
said. She cited several instances in 
which  benefauois  would  use  their 
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State Representatives and medical professionals partitipafd in the Rutherford County Candidates' Forum last week From left tn right Rebecca < ovek Mart Eyries, Kent 
Coleman, John Hood.and Oscar Gardner 

TennCare benefits to receive drugs that 
are covered under the plan, but them 
sell the medicines for money. 

"Health care is going down a very 
dangerous spiral," she said, adding that 
the remedy to the cycle should be a sys 
tern of checks and balances. 

The health care system needs more 
transparent pricing, said Rep. Kent 
Coleman (D-Murfreesboro). He also 
said there does not need to be any dis 
crimination of product price based on 
the patient's medical condition. 

"The only competition we have in 

the system right now appears to be the 
competition to reduce costs and no 
competition to improve the quality of 
wire." Coleman said. 

The state is going to be faced with 
many challenges with CoverTN, said 
Rep. |ohn Hood ' I >- Murfreesboro). 
The legislature is trying to resolve the 
lennCare problem in order for even 
one to have affordable health care. 

"[( overTN]   is  not   a  cure  all  for 
everything, but it's a start. Hood said. 

People  are  seeing  the  results  of 
unhealthy lifestyles with the cost of 

health care. The culture of health ire 
needs to be changed, said Oscai 
Gardner, a Republican candidate !"' 
State House District 49. 

"We have to pass down to our chil- 
drcn that a lifetime of pins' |l activity 
is important," he said. 
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Amnesty International chapter puts on dual-purpose benefit 
Student-hosted event raises money to aid Katrina victims, raise Darfur awareness 
By Faith Franklin 

Staff Writer 

MTSU students hosted an event to raise aware- 
ness for Amnesty International Friday night at 
Bluesboro Rhythm and Blues Co., a local bar and 
music club. 

The benefit, An Evening of Art, Wine, Dine and 
Awareness, was to raise funds to aid in the student 
group's recent projects. 

Amnesty International is the world's largest 

human rights organization that is supported 
largely by local efforts, such as M I si's student 
chapter. 

The purpose for Friday night's events was to 
"highlight two key issues and ti> recruit new 
members," said Anna Manley, a junior political 
science major and director of the student group. 

One issue addressed was the Hurricane Katrina 
relief efforts that seem to have been forgotten, 
Manley said. The funds of the event will be used 
to fund a trip to New Orleans on Nov. 2 for the 

MTSU student group to meet up with members 
ol other Amnesty International chapters. 

Speakers also highlighted Amnesty's work with 
the Darfur initiative that includes hosting a 
I lartur awareness rally and candlelight \ igil. 

The evening's events included a showing ol art 
from 2003 MTSU graduate Ion Hammer) and 
performances by Will See and Nick Sharp The 
Homegrown Band, Chacc of Muzik Mafia and 
MTSU graduate Big Fella also performed. 

Amnesty International's MTSU student chapter 

ej isl »"toi lise awareni ^ about human rights vio- 
lations iini onU internationally, but across our 
nation as well, saidCiingei Eades, a senioi crimi- 
nal justice majoi and mi mbei of the group, who 
was present 11 iday ni .'v 

Students should gel involved [in Amnesty 
international because) it most exemplifies the 
core principles ol a humanitarian," said Helen 
i addes, a senioi political science major and 
women's rights coordinatoi foi the group. 
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Your #1 Source for Earth-friendly 
Gardening Supplies - Year 'Round! 

At Worm's Way we have 
something to satisfy your 
every gardening need- 
indoors and out, all 
year 'round. Our 
knowledgeable sales 
staff is happy to 
answer all your 
gardening questions. 
We also offer FREE 
seminars and 
informative 
literature to help 
you get started 
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