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Sensitivities raise 
issues for professors 

Kim North Shine 
Knight-Ridder News Services 

Free thought and self- 
expression have long been 
associated with college 
campuses, but some educators 
are struggling to balance 
freedom of speech with a 
person's expectation not to be 
offended in the classroom. 

Professors especially are 
minding their words for fear a 
student will take exception, 
complain and bring on 
disciplinary, if not legal, action. 

"They are worried and 
rightly so. It's a delicate 
balance between what some 
people may consider a hostile 
environment in the classroom 
and academic freedom," said 
Iris Molotsky, spokeswoman for 
the 44,000-member American 
Association of University 
Professors. "We have to be 
much more aware and make 
sure the students we're 
teaching are comfortable." 

A Macomb Community 
College student said she found 
English professor John 
Bonnell's classroom so 
comfortable she filed a 
complaint against him in 
November. On Feb. 3, the 
college suspended the 59-year- 
old professor indefinitely. 

The student, whose identity 
is being withheld by the school, 
said Bonnell regularly used foul 
language. She said that was 
offensive, unprofessional and 
verging on sexual harassment. 

Bonnell, whose suspension 
sparked a protest by students 
who called him a great teacher, 
said he was simply teaching 
iterature, the English language 
and their origins in the style he 
has for 32 years. 

Only one of his 300 students 
last year complained, he noted. 
The words are always germane 
to the subject, he said. 

"I never attack a student 
personally. I never single out a 
person or small groups. I don't 
call them words to suggest 
they're deficient in 
intelligence," he said, adding he 
doesn't use "what I call the 
vernacular and they call 
vulgar" unless it relates to what 
he's teaching. 

Bonnell's dispute joins 
dozens of other collegiate free 
speech debates around the 
country. Many have resulted in 
litigation. 

In a recent case in San 
Bernardino, Calif, a professor 
was fired for using sexually 
explicit language. He sued, and 
the court reinstated him. 

"It's a little bit discouraging 
when students and teachers 
can't work these things out, or 
the administration can't discuss 
these things in a civil way. 

You'd think campuses would 
have developed machinery for 
discussing these issues by now," 
said Gerald Graff, an English 
and education professor at the 
University of Illinois. In 1991, 
he helped found Teachers for a 
Democratic Culture. 

"They should open up a 
discussion on what are the 
limits in regards to use 

of expletives and whatever." 

He added, "It's legitimate to 
be concerned if a professor 
comes in and uses 

offensive language." 

Joan Birtin, executive 
director of the National 
Coalition on Censorship, 

said freedom of speech 
means running the risk of 
offending. 

"The First Amendment does 
protect the right to say things 
people don't like; that's what 
it's all about," Birtin said. "I 
don't want to say there isn't 
classroom speech that couldn't 

and shouldn't be regulated, but 
the critical rule is the 
institution can't be trying to 
suppress unpopular or 
controversial ideas." 

Some institutions have 
speech codes. Some of those 
codes have not withstood 
constitutional challenges. 

At Macomb Community 
College, offensive speech is 
addressed in a sexual- 
harassment policy that lists 
remarks and actions to avoid. 

"The only question I would 
raise about this case is what's 
the justification for using the 
language," Birtin said. 

That's what Jim O'Connor of 
the Cuss Control Academy, in 
Chicago, wonders. He finds no 
fault with the expression of 
ideas as long as it's not 
peppered with obscenities. He 
teaches courses on curbing 
cursing. 

"I think it's inappropriate, 
but I don't think it should 
become a legal situation," he 
said. "In an academic 
environment I would think 
they'd be making a stronger 
attempt to use proper English 
and words that communicate 
more clearly." 

One problem, he said, may 
be that some professors try to 
play cool. "They're trying to 
come down to the level of the 
students, and I think it's a 
mistake. If they're talking like a 
college kid they're not going to 
get that much respect." 

Molotsky of the professors 
association said schools should 
act early instead of reacting to 
complaints. 

"There has to be some kind of 
due process procedure in place 
that will ensure that students 
and professors are heard 
equally," she said. "We have to 
do this because the college has 
to be a forum for the free 
circulation of ideas." ■ 

Left: Lee "Wind Dancer" 
Lawrence of Alabama was one 
of the featured performers at 
Saturday's powwow at 
MTSU's Livestock Center. He 
is of Cherokee and Creek 
ancestry. 

Tow'erful 
Experience 

Staff photos by Hiawatha Walker 

The event was sponsored by the 
MTSU chapter of the Native American 
Heritgage Society with the assistance 
of the Middle Tennessee 
Anthropology Society. Thousands of 
people, including representatives from 
several Native American nations, 
attended the festival. Participants 
included drummers, singers, floutists, 
dancers of many styles, storytellers, 
bow exhibitionists, historians, and 
wide variety of crafts and vendors. 

"Friendly Ghosts" —remembering the best movie moments of the past year 
In "My Antonia," Willa 

Cather writes, "Some 
memories are realities, and 

are better than anything that 
can ever happen to one again." 
As a fully-devoted film 
connoisseur, many of the 
memories I treasure, the ones I 
honor as "real," are the ones 
made for me on the silver 
screen. I see over two-hundred 
films a year (many of them 
dreadful), so it is with relish 
that I horde the movie moments 
that I feel better off having 
experienced. Most of the time, I 
have no choice. They are what I 
call "friendly ghosts." They are 
the scenes, characters, images, 
and other cinematic moments 
that I am obliged to let haunt 
me. These are the "ghosts" from 
the past twelve months that 
have stayed with me... 

- Kenneth Branagh's frantic 
search for echinacea in 
"Celebrity"... 

- In "The Thin Red Line," 
after enduring the grim trial of 
battle, soldiers capture a 
crocodile and experience an odd 
absence of accomplishment... 

- The opening of "Antz," 
which places a Woody Allen- 
voiced insect just where you'd 
expect him to be - a 
psychiatrist's couch... 

~ A young Native American 
scatters his father's ashes over 
a waterfall in "Smoke Signals"... 

- The Dude (Jeff Bridges) 
and Walter (John Goodman) 
unsuccessfully scatter their 

friend's ashes from a beach-side 
cliff in "The Big Lebowski"... 

~ The made-up Virgin Queen 
(Cate Blanchett), her freeze 
consummated, emerges from 
her quarters in "Elizabeth"... 

- Geoffrey Rush's 
monomaniacal perseverance in 
"Les Miserables," pathetic 
befuddlement in "Shakespeare 
in Love," and cold-hearted 
machinations in "Elizabeth"... 

- Leonardo DiCaprio's self- 
mocking performance in 
"Celebrity"... 

- Ben Affleck's DiCaprio- 
mocking performance in 
"Shakespeare in Love"... 

- In "Hombres Armados," an 
old man (Federico Luppi) 
reaches El Circulo de Cielo (The 
Circle of Heaven), feeling he 
has accomplished nothing. His 
ragamuffin companions look 
upon him, wanting him to feel 
the transformation they have 
undergone because of him... 

-In"ASimple Plan," Bill 
Paxton dreams of upward 
mobility. In the confines of a 
parked car, Billy Bob Thornton 
confesses that, to him, just 
plain normalcy would be 
wealth... 

- Sixpence None the Richer's 
sweet, romantic lullaby, "Kiss 
Me," and Kevin Pollak's 
deadpan pool-cleaning dad ~ 
the only highlights of the 
otherwise awful "She's All 
That"... 

~ An irate Walter confronts 
an indifferent teenage car thief 
in "The Big Lebowski"... 

~ Giovanni Ribisi recalls a 
childhood memory, his mother's 
return home from work, in 
"Saving Private Ryan"... 

— A young boy (Giorgio 
Cantarini) emerges from hiding 
and treads lightly through the 
courtyard of an empty 
concentration camp in "Life is 
Beautiful"... 

~ Actors with shining 
performances in mediocre films: 
Regina King in "Enemy of the 
State," Jon Voight in "Varsity 
Blues," Lauren Ambrose in 
"Can't Hardly Wait," Lisa 
Kudrow in "The Opposite of 
Sex," and Ian McKellen in "Apt 
Pupil"... 

- In "The Thin Red Line," 
the voice-overs float above the 
action like disembodied spirits... 

~ Bill Murray's Herman 
Blume sinks to the bottom of 
his pool and offers a casual 
stare to a gawking swimmer in 
"Rushmore"... 

- In "Office Space," three 
computer geeks drag an 
uncooperative printer into a 
field and commence a 
"Goodfellas"-style beat-down to 
the thundering strains of 
hardcore "gangsta" rap... 

— In "Saving Private Ryan," 
the grunts gather around the 
medic (Ribisi), the most tender- 
hearted soldier among them, 

and watch their most innocent 
member die. During a climactic 
battle, a weak-willed corporal 
(Jeremy Davies) suffers a 
nervous breakdown and 
collapses on some steps. A 
seemingly-oblivious Nazi 
soldier nonchalantly passes him 
by... 

- Inertia: swerving from 
revelation to revelation, the 
mystery swiftly unravels in 
"Suicide Kings"... 

-- Subliminal clue or red 
herring?: In "The Spanish 
Prisoner," mild-mannered 
Campbell Scott walks stage left 
and pauses. On a wall in the 
background is a drawing of a 
man seemingly pointing at 
Scott's back. The poster reads. 
"Someone Talked"... 

-- A contrite child cries, "I'm 
sorry," after inadvertently 
causing the death of his best 
friend's mother in "Simon 
Birch"... 

- The final, triumphant 
embrace of "Life is Beautiful"... 

- A paranoid genius 
discovers the "magic spiral," 
evidence of a divine order, in 
every mundane object in "Pi"... 

~ Unlikely lovers (George 
Clooney and Jennifer Lopez) 
share a drink. Their voices drift 
on as director Steven 
Soderbergh brands freeze- 
frames onto the screen (and 
onto the viewer's brain): "Out of 
Sight"... 

~ Every scene in "Out of 
Sight" with Steve Zahn... or 
Don Cheadle... 

- The opening shot of the re- 
released "Touch of Evil," as 
Orson Welles' camera smoothly 
travels a lengthy path through 
the seedy streets of a Mexican 
border town... 

- Joaquin Phoenix's brilliant 
meltdown in "Return to 
Paradise"... 

- Death (Brad Pitt) tastes 
peanut butter for the first time 
in "Meet Joe Black"... 

- Steve Buscemi offers a 
tipsy toast in "The Wedding 
Singer"... 

- Mandy Patinkin and 
Kathryn Grody as Andrew and 
Harriet, two American tourists 
providing both comic relief and 
social commentary in "Hombres 
Armados"... 

- Children dance during the 
Exodus in "The Prince of 
Egypt"... 

~ Let the backlash begin: 
Vince Vaughn does Anthony 
Perkins one better with a 
creepy giggle, a mixture of 
psychosis and childish delight... 

- In "Sonatine," a Japanese 
tour guide (of sorts I offers 
drinks and ice cream to a bus- 
load of Yakuza... 

-- Milton by way of Malick, 
the fall of Paradise succinctly 
portrayed in the image of a 

The Movie Guy" 

Jared Wilson 
Staff Reporter 

dying bird in "The Thin Red 
Line"... 

- In "Touch of Evil," derelicts 
whisper through the walls to 
Janet Leigh, "Do you like the 
maryjane?"... 

- Max (Jason Schwartzman) 
harasses an unwanted guest 
(Luke Wilson) in "Rushmore"... 

- The wonderful Stephen 
Root, playing a wimpy 
timebomb ticking, guards his 
stapler and incoherently 
mumbles throughout Office 
Space"... 

- A naked old man (Michail 
O'Sullivan) races throughout 
the Irish hills on a motorcycle... 

- The horrifying ralism in 
the first thirty minutes of 
"Saving Private Ryan"... 

~ Academy be darned: The 
entire 104 minutes of "The 
Truman Show." ■ 
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