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Space for tennis, not cars 
Why are they building tennis courts beside Hi Rise when what we 

really need there is a parking lot? 
Basically, university officials say it's a question of money—not how 

much, but where it's coming from. Funds for a parking lot would be 
included in the capital improvements budget that MTSU recommends 
to the state board of regents each fall. The board revises those 
proposals and sends them to the higher education commission. After 
that, it goes to the governor and the state legislator. So money for a 
parking lot would come directly from the state. 

EDITORIAL 
Funds for the tennis courts are coming from inside the school—the 

"auxiliary enterprise reserves." That is money generated from student 
services run within the university, like the bookstore, dormitory rent, 
food service and the sale of parking decals. The laundry facility planned 
for the Smith-Sims Hall area is being built with those same funds. The 
ground breaking for that building will begin this week, according to 
campus planning director Charles Pigg. 

That's a good logical reason for not building a parking lot—we 
wouldn't want the university administration to play around with the 
state's money. But the question is still there: why tennis courts? 

"The tennis courts were placed there for recreational use by the 
dorm residents and intramural teams," said Charles Murphy, athletic 
director. But the director of housing and the intramural director both 
said they had nothing to do with the decision. 

"Apparently, there's been a demand for tennis courts in the 
residential area," Pigg said. The proposal for tennis courts was made 
about eight years ago and a problem with the contractor delayed the 
construction. 

"But student demand kept the proposal on the master plan since 
then," Pigg added. "With team practice, games and gym classes 
playing on the other courts, students have trouble finding space, 
especially during spring and summer." 

Okay,  students—which would  you  rather have,  tennis  space or 

parking space? Somebody somewhere thinks you want the tennis 
space. 

Of course, there are always empty spaces on campus—either behind 
K apartments or Cummings Hall. That doesn't help much, though, 
when you're parking your car at 12:55 for your 1 p.m. class. Sure, it 
never hurts to walk a little bit, but if we're being given tennis courts for 
convenience, why can't we have parking lots for convenience? 

The area where the courts are being built will eventually be a 
recreation center according to Robert LaLance, vice president of 
student affairs. If funds for a swimming complex are ever approved, it 
will be built there, he added. 

Tennis courts are great. Dorm residents probably appreciate not 
having to walk across campus to play. But they would appreciate not 
having to walk across campus to park just as much. The point is that a 
decision has been made in the students' name that may not reflect the 
students' best interests. —Cathy Wood 

Democrats need unity to win state 
by Jeff Genson 

Political apathy? The 1978 candi- 
dates for governor and senate race 
hope that this disease will not 
present on their day of the year— 
Nov. 7. This past week has pro- 

that party unity would have to be 
maintained in order to get the 
Democrats pushed through. 

This is hitting the nail on the 
head. 

In  order  for the  Democrats  to 

COMMENTARY 
duced some interesting notes in 
both races which I will expand 
upon. 

By now most people know that 
President Carter came to Tennes- 
see last week to endorse the 
Democratic candidate in both races. 
The "appearance" seemed to be a 
morale booster for a divided party. 
As a matter of fact, Carter stressed 

make a showing, they will have to 
play up to the non-Butcher Pans in 
the party. By uniting the party, 
Eskind, too, has a chance for a 
favorable outcome. 

Alexander still cites the fact that 
he is more in touch with how the 
voters feel by walking the 1,000 
miles across the state. He stresses 
that  there   are   many   disgruntled 
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Democrats hanging over from the 
primary days, which he thinks he 
will pick up. Time and again 
Alexander puts his foot down 
against party politics and de- 
nounces the patronage way of life 
under current conditions. 

On the flip side of the Republican 
ticket, Howard Baker provided the 
voters with more meat of his 
campaign platform. He cited infla- 
tion as being "the most serious 
unpunished crime in the United 
States today," and would support 
measures that would limit the 
spending of government and to 
lower taxes. 

The question that comes to mind 
is—Who in the world do I vote for? 
Some people care, some don't, but 
at least a stand should be taken for 
our constitutional right of voting. 

Casting away party affiliations, 
political ties, and who you know, 
the candidates boil down into being 
basically the same. They all want a 
better Tennessee; all want to 
control inflation—America's num- 
ber one problem today; all want to 
do what is politically feasible, but 
not necessarily realistical in its 
implimentation. 

I'm not going to call the races 
because it looks like it is going to be 
too tight. I do challenge the voters 
of this state to look at the candi- 
dates very carefully and construct a 
viewpoint. This last week is of 
utmost importance to the candi- 
dates and eventually will be to you, 
the public. Don't complain of 
"political bureaucracy" and then 
not get out and vote. Enough 
said—it's up to you now. 

White students didn't applaud black queen 
that none of them clapped. When 
she won, most of them left speaking 
profoundly among themselves. An 

To the editor: 
I'd like to make a comment on the 

attitude of the whites about the 
homecoming queen. None of them 
could believe that Barbara Gibson 
had won; some were even saying 
how did she win as if saying that a 
black woman isn't capable of 
winning homecoming queen at 
MTSU. 

I know that this was a first for 
MTSU and it really shocked a lot of 
people. What I really didn't like 
about the white peoples attitude is 

attitude like this is uncalled for and 
childish. To end, I have one 
question, what's wrong with a black 
woman winning homecoming 
queen at MTSU? Is it that it goes 
against tradition. We (the blacks) 
clap when a white woman wins 
homecoming queen. No matter 
how your feelings are, Ms. Gibson 
is still queen. 
Christopher Dotson 
Box 5724 


