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"Dialogues with Madwomen" brings 
insight about women's self-expression 

Nathalie Mornu 
Staff Reporter 

The title of the movie and its 
showing on Halloween appears 
fitting at first glance. "Dialogues 
with Madwomen" sounds like an 
appropriately spooky film for the 
holiday. However, the coincidence 
of name and date masks the true 
content of the film. 

The groundbreaking 
documentary deals with the 
connection between mental illness, 
especially depression, and 
creativity. The film will play at the 
KUC theater on Oct. 31, at 4:00 
p.m. Admission is free and open to 
the public. 

The MT Anthropology Society 
and MTSU Ideas and Issues, the 
groups sponsoring the film, chose 
"Dialogues with Madwomen" as a 
counterpoint to the series of films 
they showed during the spring 
1999 semester. Last springis 
ethnographic films focused on 
indigenous cultures, and appealed 
to a more specific audience. This 
semester, the Anthropology Society 
will present films about our 
culture. 

According to Georgia Dennis, 
the editor of the newsletter for the 
Anthropology Society, depression 
currently receives a lot of media 
attention. The Anthropology 
Society decided to. bring the 
documentary to MTSU because 
issues of depression are becoming 
more high profile. 

"It's a timely topic," Dennis said. 
The video, directed by Allie 

Light in partnership with Irving 
Saraf, won an Emmy Award and 

the Freedom of expression Award 
at the 1994 Sundance Film 
Festival. It also gained praise and 
recognition in the Public 
Broadcasting network and 
overseas. 

"Vogue" magazine described the 
film as "riveting." 

The American Psychiatric 
Association called it "poignant and 
moving." 

In the film, director Allie Light 

interviews seven women, including 
herself, who have had a history of 
mental illness. The "madwomen" 
tell their stories in a montage of 
interviews laced with dramatic 
reenactments, footage of mental 
institutions pulled from archives 
and home movies. The film goes 
beyond traditional documentary 
techniques to re-create the 
memories, dreams and fantasies of 
these women. 

The women articulately describe 
their respective illnesses with 
passion, humor and honesty. They 
describe how they cope with manic 
depression, multiple personalities, 
childhood abuse and schizophrenia. 
In addition, they explain the 

possible implications of mental 
illness in modern society: 
incarceration and abuse by the 
health industry, their families, and 
the church. 

The film emphasizes that 
historically, women who cannot 
conform to societal norms, or who 
refuse to, have been considered 
insane. Self-expression, 
independence, and ultimately, 
sexuality in women arouse 
suspicions about their sanity. The 
Salem witch I rials indicted women 
with these characteristics. 
According to the film, society 
attempts to suppress extreme 
creativity in women. 

However, the director believes 
that men with mental illnesses 
contend with sinvlar problems. In 
a September 1995 interview with 
Bright Lights Film Journal, Light 
stated that there is "a blurred line 
between who gets committed and 
who doesn't. It often doesnit 
depend at all on what the behavior 
is. Somebody once said to me, 
women are in mental hospitals and 
men are in prison." 

The film suggests that creativity 
and some forms of mental illnesses 
are responses to a chaotic world in 
which conformity cannot be 
achieved. In the Bright Light Film 
Journal interview. Light 
commented about multiple 
personalities. 

"What could be more sane than 
to split off a little piece of your 
mind to take all the abuse?" she 
asked. 

All the interview subjects in the 
documentary use artistic 
expression as a coping mechanism. 

After losing all interest in life. 
Light checked herself into a 
hospital for psychiatric treatment. 
In her film interview, she tells of 
the strange attempts her doctors 
made to modify her behavior. Her 
depression directly influenced her 
decision to make films, a career 
that eventually restored her sanity 
Light also taught classes on women 
in the arts. 

Another of the film's interview 
subjects, R.B., suffers from an 
unpredictable euphoria where she 
bursts into song. Her songs and 
poetry describe her impressions of 
life. For a while, R.B. lived as a 
homeless person, but she 
eventually graduated from 
Stanford with a law degree. Two of 
Light's former students appear in 
the film. Hannah is a manic- 
depressive obsessed with Bob 
Dylan. She creates visual and 
performance art. DeeDee suffered 
from a lack of self-esteem which 
she attributes to her Catholic- 
school education. DeeDee engaged 
in self-mutilation in an attempt to 
express herself and to battle her 
feelings of imperfection. 

Allie Light and the other 
subjects of her film transcend their 
mental illnesses through their 
creative work. The film shows how 
the psychic conditions causing 
their social problems have also 
enabled them to survive. The film 
also confronts standard beliefs 
about madness. According to the 
San Francisco Chronicle, the 
documentary "questions our 
notions of'normal' behavior." 

For more information about the 
film, call 898-2551. ■ 
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Over 100 Greek men and women from nine different fraternities and sororities participated in the two-mile Muscular 
Dystrophy Association Walk on Sunday, Oct. 17. Members from Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Alpha Omicron Pi, Sigma Nu, 
Kappa Delta, Sigma Chi, Delta Zeta, Kappa Alpha, Chi Omega and Alpha Tau Omega together raised nearly $1,500 
dollars from the MDA Walk. 

USED BOOKS 
1000's of Previously 
Enjoyed Paperbacks 

BEST SELLERS • MYSTERY 
SCIENCE FICTION • CHILDRENS 

| HORROR • CLASSICS • ROMANCE, ETC. 

I   TRADE APPROX. 2 FOR 1 OR 
I        YOU BUY AT 1/2 PRICE 
|  Please onng in your paperbacks lo trade. 

BOOK RACK (off the sqare) 

[_122_S1Maple St • 893-2726  j 

&e CySeau Chateau 

12,3Bedroom 
Apartments 

3 blocks 
JhmMTSU 

Quiet, peaceful setting 

890-1378 
1315 E Castle Si. Murfret-sburu, TN 37130 

Now Leasing 
for Fall  9?\ 

and A Bedroom 
Apartments 

One EASY monthly payment 
Includes EVERYTHINGr 

Electric Utilities Paid! 
Basic Cable Paid! 
Local Phone Paid! 
Fully Furnished Apartments 
Full si«ied Washer & Dryer 
Intrusion Alarm/Panic Button 
Privalo Baths Availably 
Individual Leases 

Computer Lab 
Fitness Center 
Resort Style Pool/Jacuzzi 
Game Room 
Sand Volleyball 
Tennis Courts 
1/4 Mile from MTSU 
Roommate Matching 

ERSITY   COURTYARD   APARTMENTS 
CALL   (615)   907-0600   TODAY! 

(615) 907-0665 (fax; 
1540 New Lascassas Highway 

Murfreesboro. TN 37130 
KHO. M/K-U V 

Hi! 
Watch 

for us'.'. 
Special Events 
KUC Theater 

"SCARY AS HELL" 
- Peitr hum. KOLUNG STOM 

"ONE OF THE 
CREEPIEST FILMS 

SINCE  THE EXORCIST"' 
- ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

THE BLAIR WITCH PROJECT 
www.bl.in wii< h.< DIII       ^Eu AKI is \\ 

Thursday - Oct. 28 - 7 & 9:30pm 
Last showings tonight!! Only $2.00!! 

MTSU Ideas and Issues and MT Anthropology Society 
present 
Sunday, Oct. 31, 4 p.m.| 
KUC Theater 
Free/Open 

This moving and informative film features seven women -" 
including the filmmaker - describing their experiences with manic 
depression, multiple personalities, schizophrenia, euphoria, and 
recovery. Candid interviews are enriched with dramatic reenact- 
ments of and visualizations of each woman's history, emotions, 
and dreams - the private symbols of madness and sanity. The 
social dimensions of women and mental illness are revealed in 
testimony about sexual assault, incest, racism, and homophobia, 
the abuses of the medical establishment, family, and church. 
Aknowledging  that "madness" is often a way of explaining 
women's self-expression, this film charges us to listen to the 
creativity and courage of survivors. 
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Top tor.ai MP3.com Artists 
WIN us r«rttinRtmj u« 

Trie Village Ml Day torwi 

Concert: Sunday, November 7, 8 p.m. 
MTSU Murphy Center 

Tickets on sale NOW!!   Info = 898-2103 

Tickets on sale NOW! 
MTSU Ticket Office 

MTSU student 
tickets 

Only $10.00 
Visit our website: 

www.mtsu.edu/~specevnt 
Sign-up for our list server events-l. 


