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Enthusiastic play showed Reggie Bell at his best 
by Eddie Gossage 

Assistant Sports Editor 
By the enthusiastic play demon- 

strated by Reggie Bell Saturday 
night against Tennessee State, you 
can tell the game is very important 
to him. 

"Football raised me," Reggie 
said. My father died when I was 10 
so I needed something to keep me 
out of trouble.'' 

When Bell was in junior high 
school he played four different 
sports. When he entered high 
school though he decided he should 
concentrate on one particular sport. 
"I chose football because I was a 
big kid," he said. "As a matter of 
fact, I was pretty fat." 

He soon realized that about his 
only chance to go to college would 
be on an athletic scholarship. Bell 
worked out with weights to 
"develop my physique." 

It was a lot of hard work and it 
would have been easier to turn to 
the streets and do things how and 
when he wanted to. But Bell stuck 
with it. 

"My mom inspired me," he 
related. "She worked hard and had 
to raise six kids by herself. I didn't 
want to give her any trouble." 

Bell played at Crest High School 
in Shelby, N.C. Former MTSU 
basketball players Forrest Thorns 

and Steve Peeler came from Shelby 
and were good friends of Bell's. 

Realizing Bell's potential, the 
two basetballers informed de- 
fensive line coach Ray Hughes 
about their friend. In time, films of 
Bell's high school games were sent 
to Hughes, who in turn invited him 
to Murfreesboro. The rest is 
history. 

In the summer before his fresh- 
man year at MTSU, Bell injured his 
knee in a high school all-star game. 
He recuperated, however, quickly 
enough to rank third on the team in 
tackles as a freshman. 

As for last Saturday's game with 
Tennessee State, Bell proved that 
he has come to age in the defensive 
line. 

Leading 20-0 late in the third 
quarter, Tennessee State was 
driving deep in MTSU territory, 
threatening to score again. Bell 
crashed through the line on second 
down and nailed State's Ralph 
Cam ah an for a two-yard loss. Then, 
on the very next play, he read a 
draw play perfectly and dropped 
Carnahan for a seven-yard loss for a 
total of minus nine yards to make it 
fourth down. 

State attempted a 33-yard field 
goal which was wide to the left. 

INTRODUCING  

Reggie Bell had stopped a Tiger 
drive almost single-handedly. 

Line coach Hughes said after the 
game, "Reggie got better as the 
game went along. He made some 
very big plays." 

As for the future, Bell would like 
to pursue a career in the profes- 
sional ranks but feels he's too small 
to play lineman. He is hoping that 
with the graduation of several 
Raider linebackers the coaches will 
consider giving him a chance at the 
position he wants to play in the 
pros. 

However, as Bell stressed, the 
team comes first. That is exemplary 
of his whole outlook. 

Leotards 
Unlimited 

Reggie Bell 

Now Supplying Middle Tennessee 
With. . . 

GYM-KIN & DANSKEN 
Leotards*   Tights*   Briefs*   Ballet 
Shoes* Tap Shoes* Gymnastic 
Slippers*   Hats*   Canes*   Custom 
Made Costumes* Books*  Music* 
Athletic Shorts* Socks*Warm-Ups* 
Mats and Equipment* Chalk* 
Rosin* Tap* 
For: Men, Women and Children! 

Corner Village 
607 SE Broad St. 

Murfreesboro 
890-3807 

HOURS: 
10:00-5:00 Mon.-Sat. 

ORIENTAL MARKET 
Budweiser* 

Weekly Specials 
Prices good thru Sept. 12th 

6pks.-12oz. cans & NRS-$1.89  case- 
case Ret, bottles- 

$7.55 
$6.99 

Everyday Low Prices 
Blatz Beer-ret. bottles 
Ballantine Beer-ret. bottles 
Falstaff Lite   6pk.l2oz. cans-$1.49 

Busch Draft on tap-40oz. ctn. only 

Come by and register (with purchase \ 
of each ctn. of Busch Draft) for 
16 gal. Keg Busch.  Drawing to be 
held Mon. Sept. 12, 1977. 

case-$4.99 
-case-$4.95 
•case-$5.95 


