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Portik signs on with Fillies 

LaLance again gets aid 
from Australian pipeline 

By SCOTT ADAMS 
Sidelines Sports Writer 

Facing one of the most 
massive rebuilding jobs in his 
coaching career here. Blue 
Raider tennis coach Dick 
LaLance has once again turned 
to an old friend. Yep, you 
guessed it, the "Australian 
Pipeline" has been tapped once 
more. 

For the old faithful,, Raider 
tennis fans the answer was 
probably pretty simple, but for 
the newcomers to the campus 
some explanation might be 
necessary. 

LaLance has always had good 
teams here at MTSU, but the 
program didn't really start to 
take off until he brought in some 
top-notch Austrailians, like 
Lasse Durchman, Peter Hef- 
fernan and Stuart Thompson, to 
name just a few. 

With last season's addition of 
Graeme Harris, Mark Tulloch 
and Daren Christie (who has 
since departed for home), the 
total of Austrailians to wear 
Raider blue went up to a dozen. 
It's not a matter of LaLance not 
wanting American players, it's 
just that most of the high caliber 
U.S. netters usually opt for the 
bigger schools like Florida, 
UCLA and the like. 

By CAROL A. STUART 
Sidelines Sports Editor 

Ileana Portik, a sophomore 
member of last year's OVC 
champion Lady Raider 
basketball squad, has reportedly 
signed a contract with the 
Minnesota Fillies of the 
Women's Professional 
Basketball League. 

The native of Bucharest, 
Rumania, came to MTSU in 
1978-79 after having played on 
the Rumanian Olympic team in 
1976 and wanting to play 
collegiate ball in the United 
States. Since joining the Lady 
Raiders, the 6-1 player had 
established herself as a 
respectable forward in the 
women's OVC league. 

Last spring, however, "Ily," 
as she is known to many, left the 
team because "she was tired of it 
[basketball]," according to head 
coach Larry Inman. 

At   the  beginning  of  spring 
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Ileana Portik, who quit the Lady Riader squad in the spring, has 
reportedly  signed a contract  with the Minnesota Fillies of the 

.     WPBL. 

With the loss of Dale Short 
(Conference Player of the Year), 

Tony Fernandez and Heffernan 
to graduation last season, it was 
evident that LaLance and the 
Raiders would need immediate 
help if they were to be in con- 
tention for the conference crown 
at all this year. 

"After last season was over, I 
put together a list of four or five 
Wrp*W8tch players from here in 
the U.S. and really went after 
them," LaLance said. "But I 
simply couldn't get 'em in here. 
They all ended up at some of the 
big name schools." 

So LaLance put out the call 
for help to his connections in 
Austrailia and came up with 
three of the top players in that 
country. Already signed is David 
Nickels, with verbal com- 
mittments coming from Peter 
Beare and Wesley Horkins. 

Beare is currently in this 
country, playing with the 
Austrailian Junior National 
team, while Horkins is com- 
peting on a European Circuit 
which has made a stop in 
Czechoslovakia. 

"If all of these guys come 
through, we should be right up 
there in the running again," 
LaLance     stated. 

practice, Portik went to Inman 
and asked to be excused from 
workouts because of a job. 
Then, after Inman scheduled 
practice at a later time, Portik 
asked that she have some time 
off for studying. 

"I just couldn't excuse her, 
because I had other people that 
had the same classes she had and 
I couldn't excuse her from three 
weeks of practice for that," he 
said. "I told her if she wasn't 
here Monday at the start of 
practice, I would no longer 
consider her a member of the 
team." 

Spring practice began and 
Portik did not show up. 

"I'm not mad at Ily, but I'm 
kinda disappointed that she let 
the girls down. With what we 
have got now, we would have a 
lot more depth and experience. 
But I'm proud for her—for any 
kid that signs a pro contract," 
Inman said with sincerity. 

Portik was hesitant to talk 
about her new opportunity in 
the professional ranks. At first 
she even denied signing a 
contract. 

"Well, I'm not 100 percent 
sure about it. There is a contract 
we have to decide," she com- 
mented. 

When asked about it in 
another telephone interview an 
hour later, she replied, "Yes, I 
have signed the contract." 

In fact, after further 
questioning, she stated that she 
was going to Minnesota in 
October and would be playing 
forward. 

"They think that I can help 
them out, and I feel that I can, 
also," she said. 

MTSU's only senior last year, 
Josephine Wright, reportedly 
had a lot to do with Portik's 
signing. 

Wright, a spunky 5-6 guard, 
was drafted by the Fillies late in 

the seventh round, but put on a 
good hustle act in tryouts to win 
a spot on the roster. 

"I understand that she 
[Portik] went with Jo to Min- 
nesota, and that while Jo was up 
there, Jo told the coaches up 
there what kind of program we 
have and they were looking for 
some big people," Inman said. 

Portik would not comment on 
any help from Wright, and 
mentioned that the Minnesota 
team had known her before her 
college days. The Fillies were 
only one team out of many 
college and pro organizations 
that recruited her from 
Rumania. 

The signing of Portik pushes 
the number of former MTSU 
women players in the pros to 
three from the three-year-old 
program. Wright and Portik join 
Sharon McClannahan, a 
member of the Dallas 
Diamonds, in the WPBL. 

Raiders' hour fast  approaches 
By CAROL A. STUART 

Sidelines Sports Editor 

The hour is approaching. 
Just a little over a week is left 

before the Blue Raider football 
team takes the field against the 
University of North Alabama. 

Which means only a week is 
left for injuries to heal, freshmen 
to mature, leaders to step for- 
ward, and coaches to have 
nervous breakdowns. 

"The thing that has hurt us 
more than anything else is in- 
juries We've had about 17 
scholarship players get hurt and 
we cannot get them back on the 
practice field. And we've got, 
now, one week to get ready, and 
that's what complicates things 
for us," head football coach 
"Boots" Donnelly said. 

Currently, the numerous 
injuries have caused so many 
changes both in the starting line- 
up and the reserves that Don- 
nelly isn't even sure of a depth 
chart. 

At this time, it's probably safe 
to say that the words "starting 
line-up" are not even in his 
vocabulary. 

"It [naming a starting line-up] 
would be an injustice to some of 
the players right now. If we can 
get some of them back by 
Monday, I still feel that, because 
of their experience and all, their 
know-how, they would start 
over some of the^e younger 
players." 

Some of the important names 
presently out of action include 
freshman runningback Thomas 

In an intra-squad scrimmage last 
downfield while leaving behind a 

Goodloe, a Nashville 
Maplewood product, and center 
Joe Boyd, a sophomore from 
Stewart County. Goodloe, 
however, is expected to return to 
practice next week while Boyd's 
leg cast has been replaced by a 
splint. 

Freshmen players may not be 
exactly ready yet, either. At least 
Donnelly won't point out any 
individual standouts. 

"We kind of wait and see how 
they materialize under the gun, 
under the heat," the coach said. 
"Right now, we feel like we've 
got some quality freshmen. It's 
just the matter of finding them 

night, senior Larry Miller prepares 
grounded teammate. 

during the course of a battle." 
That battle could turn out to 

be the opening game against 
UNA. If bones and muscles don't 
heal, the pilot could be looking 
tohisfroshcrop. 

The one area where the 
Raiders shouldn't have much 
problem is with the leadership. 
With sophomore quarterback 
Brown Sanford behind the snap, 
the MTSU squad could have the 
finest offensive attack in the 
league. That is, if the line holds 
up. 

The main problem with 
leadership will be on the 
defensive side, where the loss to 
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to ward off defenders on his way 

graduation of linebacker Stan . 
Wright will leave the Raiders v 

hurting. The reins will probably 
fall to the backfield, where free 
safety James Griffin, strong 
safety Dennis Mix, and cor- 
nerback Boo Ingle, all 
sophomores, are expected to be 
the bright spots. 

"I think all of our football 
players that stayed with us last 
year and are back are better. 
And I say better for one reason— 
because attitudewise, 
knowledgewise, they un- 
derstand and see what is going 
on a little bit better," Donnelly 
said. 

MTSU cross country team 

holds nucleus for success 

No, he's not ready for the gun to start the race. After the first day of 
official workouts, MTSU tennis player Mark Tulloch finds 
yesterday's heat a little rough and decides to cool off. 

photo by Mark Holland 

The Blue Raiders' first fall match is scheduled for the afternoon of 
Sept. 6 at the University of North Alabama. 

By RONALD ROBERTS 
Sidelines Sports Writer 

The OVC has the reputation 
of being one of the best cross 
country conferences in the 
nation. To compete in the OVC 
a team has to have a good 
nucleus, and according to cross 
country coach Dean Hayes, this 
year's Blue Raider squad has a 
good base fo work with. 

The nucleus that Hayes speaks 
of revolves around five key 
runners. Irish lad Joel 
O'Loughlin finished fifth in 
OVC cross country competition 
last year, while Ross Dowland 
finished thirteenth as a fresh- 
man. Dowland is coming back 
from leg surgery, but Hayes is 
hopeful he will have a good 
season. 

Dana McCutcheon finished 
twentieth two years ago, but 
didn't run cross country last 
year. McCutcheon is the 800 
meter champion in track. 

Two incoming freshmen have 
promising seasons ahead, ac- 
cording to Hayes. Robert Willis 

attended Webb High School in 
Murfreesboro, and has been 
doing a lot of running this 
summer. So far Willis has been a 
standout in practice. 

Jeff Skinner is the other 
freshman with a promising 
season ahead. Skinnerwent to 
Overton High School in 
Nashville where he was one of 
the bestrunners in the state, 
Hayes said, adding that Skinner 
has lots of ability. 

The veteran track coach said 
he thinks this group has more 
depth than some of his teams in 
the past. Barring injuries, this 
year's team should be better 
than last year's squad, he noted. 

MTSU should be in a real 
fight for third with Eastern 
Kentucky, Morehead, and 
Akron, Hayes predicted. He 
picks Western Kentucky to win 
the title due to their experience. 

Cross country season for 
MTSU's team begins on Sept. 13, 
at the University of the South, in 
an invitational meet. 


