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Better football 
opener needed 

It does not seem surprising 
that the 1986 season opener of 
the Blue Haiders, who went 11-0 
in the 1985 season, only had an 
estimated 6,500 in attendance. 
After all. the Raiders, who have 
lx*en ranked fourth nationally in 
Division I-AA, played Miles Col- 
lege Saturday night. 

Miles who? " was a question 
heard frequently around cam- 
pus last week. Miles College is 
a Division III school in Birmin- 
gham, Ala. with an enrollment 
of less than 1,000 students. The 
football record in 1985 was 3-8, 
not exactly competition for the 
1985 OVC champions. To make 
matters worse, the Golden Bears 
received a new head coach only 
a week before the season 
opener. But of course, that could 
not have been known at the time 
that the game was scheduled. 

The final score, as well as the 
score at the end of the first half, 
was 47-0. The Golden Bears 
proved to be little competition 
for the Blue Raiders, who 
wanted to have a game under 
their belt before the Tennessee 
State University game on Sept 
6. Perhaps the Raiders could 
have played a tougher opponent 
in a game situation scrimmage. 
The second team of the Blue 
Raiders might give the starting 
line-up more of a challenge. 

If the Raiders wanted a "sure" 
win before the Tennessee State 
game, a better opponent might 
have been another Division I- 
AA school with a poor 1985 re- 
cord. Although Miles College 
was scheduled late, after TSU 
decided to play a game before 
the clash of the two midstate 
teams, a more worthy opponent 
could have been found with a 
little effort. 

Scheduling football games has 
been related to taking courses 
as a freshman. You don't want 
tt) take the hardest classes at the 
beginning—but you don't sign 
up for high school courses 
either. 

This is not to say that 1985 
OVC Coach of the Year Boots 
Donnelly does not know what 
he is doing. But the coach of 
that led Georgia Southern to the 
national championship in 1985 
must be doing something right. 
Like MTSU, Georgia Southern, 
also played a university outside 
of Division I-AA. But they went 
up a division, into Division I-A. 
If Georgia Southern can play the 
University of Florida, then 
MTSU should be able to play a 
team in their league.  

Raiders stomp Miles 47-0; ready for TSU 
BY ANDY REED 
Sidelines Sports Writer 

The preliminaries are just about 
over, and the game that fans of two 
Midstate universities have been 
waiting months for is just one day 
away. 

That contest pits MTSU against 
Tennessee State University Satur- 
day at 7 p.m. Interest in the game, 
the first between the teams since 
1978, is such that neither team's 
home field is big enough to handle 
the huge crowd expected at the 
41,000-seat stadium at Vanderbilt. 

Both teams, which are among the 
top four in winning percentages for 
NCAA Division I-AA schools the 
past five seasons, improved their 
marks with easy triumphs over out- 
manned opponents last Saturday. 

The Tigers shut out Division II 
opponent Morris Brown 27-0 in At- 
lanta while the Blue Raiders 
humiliated Division III foe Miles 
College 47-0 before an estimated 
crowd of 6,500 fans at Horace Jones 
Field. 

But thoughts of easy victories are 
quickly subsiding for both sides as 

178 yards and one touchdown — a 
45-yard strike to Robert Alford, 
whose over-the-shoulder catch 
started the rout just 1:39 into the 
contest. 

Collier also rushed for 18 yards 
and two touchdowns, the last of 
which was a 1-yard score that gave 
the fourth ranked Raiders a 33-0 
advantage with 10:19 left in the first 
half before Donnelly gave the first 
unit the remainder of the night off. 

While the first team was in the 
game, MTSU got an 8-yard scoring 
jaunt from Collier, a blocked punt 
by Todd Jackson which was reco- 
vered in the end zone for a score 
by Jack Pittman and even a safety 
when Golden Bear lack returner 
Willie Oden stepped into the end 
zone. In addition, kicker Dick Mar- 
tin, who had his problems in 1985 
with just 4-of-12 field goal kicking, 
was good on a 37-yard attempt in 
the second quarter and was perfect 
on six extra-point tries. 

Even after the first unit retired 
for the night, the Raiders got a 1- 
yard TD run from backup signal- 
caller Van Dingier and a 37-yard 

Saturday's game marks the start of 
a string of tough contests for both 
squads. 

TSU will take on arch-rival 
Jackson State next week while the 
Blue Raiders face, in succession, I- 
AA national champion Georgia 
Southern and perennial Ohio Val- 
ley Conference powerhouse East- 
ern Kentucky. 

Despite the lopsided score of the 
first game. Blue Raider coach Boots 
Donnelly was not overly impressed 
with his team's performance, espe- 
cially that of the first unit. 

"We were not very aggressive. 
We did not tackle well. We did not 
move the ball with consistency," 
lamented Donnelly. "Everything 
we do has to get better for us to 
even have a remote chance at hav- 
ing a good season." 

Looking at the stat sheet, it's 
hard to agree with the Blue Raider 
coach. Last year's OVC Offensive 
Player of the Year, Marvin Collier, 
picked up right where he left off a 
year ago with 8-of-10 passing for 

scoring burst up the middle from 
5-foot-3 tailback Floyd Walker to 
cap the scoring with 3:20 left in the 
first half. 

Defensively, the Raiders' tough 
defense held the Golden Bears to 
137 yards while MTSU's potent of- 
fense picked up 391. 

Walker, who finished up as the 
game's leading rusher with 94 yards 
on 12 carries, was one of the few 
individuals singled out by Don- 
nelly, who did praise the reserves 
in general. 

"I thought our second and thirds 
gave a great effort," the eighth-year 
Raider coach said. "If they continue 
improving, they will have an oppor- 
tunity to really contribute." 

But barring unforseen injuries or 
another lopsided score, the re- 
serves probably will see compara- 
tively less action against the Big 
Blue, which owns a 5-1 series lead 
over MTSU. 

TSU, a pass-oriented offense for 
more than a decade, plans to opt 
more for the run this season to take 
some pressure off sophomore Stacy 

Nicklaus wants golf ball rules 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP)- If 
baseball and other sports have pre- 
scribed balls, why not golf? 

That question was asked recently 
by Jack Nicklaus, one of the great- 

, est golfers of all times. 

Baseball team has young 
but experienced roster 
BY CHRIS DRUMRIGHT 
Sidelines Sports Writer 

The Blue Raider baseball squad 
has already taken to the field in an 
effort to produce more of the win- 
ning results that the team had last 
year. 

In 1985, the team finished with 
an impressive 31-25 record, in ad- 
dition to capturing the Southern 
Division of the Ohio Valley Confer- 
ence with a record of 8-4. 

After their senior year, two 
players advanced to the profes- 
sional ranks. Steve Sonneberger, 
the Ohio Valley Conference's most 
valuable player in 1985, was inked 
by the Baltimore Orioles. Son- 
neberger has been assigned to one 
of their farm club affiliates in Class 
A where he is now pitching. 

The other Blue Raider to take a 
stab at the big leagues was Tim 
Goff. The former MTSU catcher 
was signed by Kansas City and sent 
to their Class A team in Oregon. 
Goff did spend some time closer to 
MTSU when he played for the 
Memphis Chicks. 

While these accomplishments 
are great for the two stand-outs, 
their graduation into the upper 
leagues has left head baseball coach 

John Stanford quite a hole to fill. 
"With the loss of Tim Goff, Bob 

Tribby and Steve Sonneberger, 
some of our juniors and seniors will 
have to take over and provide 
leadership for the upcoming year," 
Stanford said. 

Stanford will rely on sophomore 
shortstop Chris Whitehead, 5-11 
and 185 lbs, who led the Southern 
Division in homeruns with 18 and 
Father Ryan product George Zim- 
merman. The 6-5, 220 lb. sopho- 
more will be stationed at first base. 

There are several returning start- 
ing pitchers, including Chris Nor- 
ton, David Richardson and Greg 
Johnson. Anthony Holmes and 
Tony Hayes will return with experi- 
ence in the outfield. 

"The young players returning 
from last year have gotten valuable 
playing time and should become ex- 
perienced players on the NCAA 
Division I level in 1987," Stanford 
said. 

The coach said he feels the good 
recruiting year will give his squad 
the prospects that he needs. 

1 he official roster has not yet 
been completed by the coaches. 
Stanford said there will still be 
more cuts as well as different addi- 
tions to the team. 

"At every pro tournament, they 
ought to make every golfer pick up 
six balls, all of the same kind, from 
a basket," he said while waiting for 
his son, Gary, to tee off in the sec- 
ond round of the U.S. Amateur 
Championship. 

"Some of the new balls are no- 
thing but rocks with dimples on 
them," Nicklaus said. "They are too 
hard to control, but they travel 
farther than a golf ball is supposed 
to. They take the golf out of golf." 

Nicklaus said he was speaking 
only about Professional Golfers' As- 
sociation tournaments. 

The amateurs, he said, should be 
allowed to use whatever balls they 
choose, but not the pros. 

The PGA and most of his fellow 
pros, he said, leaned toward his 
view, but the U.S. Golf Association 
does not. 

Nicklaus said that in recent 
years, he has seen several com- 
petitors get more distance from the 
"rock-dimples" balls than they 
would with the traditional balls. 

"It doesn't reward the better gol- 
fers," he said. 

Nicklaus said he disagrees with 
the USGA's contention that there 
isn't that much difference among 
balls. 

"I've seen it too many times," he 
said. "Golfers who usually can't out- 
drive some other golfers are doing 
in consistently." 

"If baseball, football and basket- 
ball can have standards about balls, 
why shouldn't golf?" Nicklaus 
asked. 

Grear, who responded to his first 
collegiate start Saturday with two 
touchdown passes. In addition, 
there is a rugged defense which put 
some points on the board when 6-5, 
227-pound defensive lineman 
Steve Dowdell picked off a de- 
flected pass and rambled 24 yards 
for a score. 

"We've got to overcome their 
size advantage," Donnelly said. 
"We're going to have to overcome 

their overall team speed." 
"When you're undersized and 

they can also outrun you, you've 
got problems." 

Tight end Steve Holloway ap- 
pears to be Grear's top receiver 
after snaring three scoring passes 
in the Tigers' first game. The run- 
ning game, with Steve Griffin and 
Quinton Crawford doing most of 
the ball carrying, gained 122 yards 
against Morris Brown. 

Defensively, in addition to Dow- 
dell, the Raider offense will have 
to contend with defensive linemen 
Charles Buchanon and Harold 
Turks, linebacker Onzy Elam and 
defensive back Roger Holmes. 

TSU will have to deal with the 
elusive Collier, who has good 
targets in Alford, Mike Pittman and 
tight end Carvell Massengale, who 

(Please see Raiders on page 9.) 

Wayne Cartwright i 
MTSU fullback Tony Burse (41) squeezes out several extra yards before being brought down to the 
ground by two Miles College defensive players. Saturday night's game was an overwhelming victory, 47-0. 

GOLFERS 
^N^Are vou interested in trying out for 

the MTSU Varsity Golf team? 
J 

if so contact 
/jfi-i Coach Walt Rogers 

fij Lj Ext. 2527 
jy      «S        or 890-3100 (home)    • 

Tryouts at old Ft. Pkwy Golf Course 

I pm Sept. 9th 

The most exciting fewhours 
you'll spend all week. 

Run. Climb. Rappel. Navigate. I.cad 
And develop the confidence and 
skills vou won't get from a textbook. 
Knroll in Army ROTC 
as one of vour electives. Get the facts 
today. BKAI.I.VOl CAN HI . 


