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Freshman handles pressures of starting position 
by Eddie Gossage 

Assistant Sports Editor 
At yesterday afternoon's Faculty- 

Press Luncheon, head basketball 
coach Jimmy Earle said the point 
guard controls the destiny of a 
team's offense. 

In simpler words, freshman 
Curtis Fitts was to be responsible 
for the Raider's offensive perfor- 
mance last night. 

That's quite a lot of pressure to 
put on a freshman in the second 
game of his career and his home 
opener, but Fitts responded by 
leading the Raiders to a 79-68 
victory over Athens College last 
night. 

"I was a little nervous," Fitts 
admitted in the dressing room 
minutes after the game. "I got out 
there and did the best I could. 
That's all they expected from me." 

The 6-3 guard, who prepped at 
Hendersonville High School and 
received both All-NIL and All-State 
honors, is new when it comes to 
playing the point guard position. 

At Hendersonville, Fitts played 
the wing position but showed his 
confidence last night when he 
predicted that he would catch on 
soon. 

"There's a big difference from 
the wing to point but I'll catch on to 
it in a few years," Fitts said. 

Junior Greg Armstrong, a trans- 
fer from Florida in the tough 
Southeastern Conference where he 
was   an   occasional   starter   as   a 

MTSU grapplers 
to face Wildcats 

A heavy weekend schedule is- 
slated for the MTSU wrestling 
team, highlighted by a match 
Saturday against the University of 
Kentucky, the nation's sixth rated 
team. 

In the first half of a doubleheader 
in Lexington the Raiders will face 
the Wildcats, then meet Marshall 
University in the second match. 
MTSU will host Fort Campbell 
Friday night in a 7:30 match at 
Murphy Center. 

"You might say we have an easy 
opponent Friday night," head 
coach Gordon Connell said yester- 
day, "but that certainly isn't the 
case Saturday. 

' 'It will be a challenge just to stay 
in there and win a couple of 
individual matches, much less win 
the team match,'' Connell added. 

One Kentucky grappler, heavy- 
weight Harold Smith, is rated 
number one in the nation in his 
weight class. Junior Deroy Collins 
will represent the Raiders against 
Smith. 

The Raiders will field a young 
team against the Wildcats, accor- 
ding to Connell. "We will have at 
least four freshmen starting," he 
said. "We will be going with at 
least two starters out (with injuries) 
and possibly three." 

freshman, has been ineligible for 
the last two games. 

However, he will play Monday 
night against Georgia College. His 
year long wait will be over. The 
coaching staff has not tried to hide 
the fact that the minute Armstrong 
becomes eligible he will move into 
the starting position at the point. 

How does this affect Fitts? 
"Well, I'll still get to see some 

playing time," Fitts said. "It will 
help me because I can watch him 
and learn from him." 

After starting the first two games 
for the Raiders, Fitts will now 
become a reserve and will have to 
come off the bench cold and under 
pressure. Fitts' response once 
again   exhibited   his   confidence: 

'.'I'm used to doing that because 
I've played that way alot. In any 
situation, I can do the job." 

"Overall I felt like I did a pretty 
good job, (last night)" Fitts said, 
"but I've gotta improve." 

Although Fitts has been held 
scoreless in two games, his ball 
control has been invaluable to the 
success of the Raider offense as has 
veteran Sam Burrell, who has split 
the playing time with the freshman. 

"Under the circumstances, 
considering he's never played 
point," Earle said, "it's been hard 
on him. There's been a lot of 
pressure on him also, but he's done 
well." 

"He's gonna be a good one," 
Earle concluded. Curtis Fitts 
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