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Greek Row fracas
leads to one arrest,
two injuries, Sunday
By Matt Anderson
Campus News Editor

One student was arrested
and two were treated for
injuries after a brawl on Greek
Row Sunday morning.
Jesse Newsom of Bradyville,
Tenn., was arrested for public
intoxication and simple assault,
according to the arrest report.
Newsom is a member of Beta
Theta Pi and a senior in the
College of Education and
Behavioral Sciences.
Patrick Mix and Steven
Bishop went to Middle
Tennessee Medical Center for
treatment, according to the university police daily media log.
Bishop is a member of Sigma
Nu and a senior in the College
of Basic and Applied Sciences.
Mix is a freshman in the same
college, and his fraternity affiliation is not known.
Several Greek students said
the fight involved between 30
and 40 people.
Interfraternity
Council
President Patrick Beeler said
that disciplinary action had
been taken, but he could not
release specifics.
"For Greeks, we take respon-

sibility for our
actions, and we
have taken steps
to rectify the situation," Beeler
said.
Several offiNewsom cers arrived at
Greek
Row
around 3 a.m. Sunday morning
on a fight call in progress
between the Beta Theta Pi and
Sigma Nu houses.
Mix told the officers that
after he had pulled into a parking space, Newsom reached into
his vehicle, shut it off and
pulled him out. Newsom then
struck him in the face.
Mix had a laceration to his
upper lip and hand marks
around his neck area, according
to the arrest report. Bishop had
a laceration to his left eye and
bruises on the right side of his
face.
Two cars were reported
damaged after the fight. A headlight and fender were damaged
on a Jeep Wrangler and a
rearview mirror and antenna
were torn off a Ford Taurus.
Newsom's court date is
March 28. He did not return
calls for comment. ♦

Campus bulge weighs heavily
New publication, "Outsmart the freshman fifteen," combats student weight gain

Illustration by Alan Laidlaw

A recent study shows that MTSU students tend to gain weight as they progress. Campus dining offers healthy
choices, but some students "lack the knowledge to make good choices," according to the study.

By Katie Garland

Drug-related arrests
increased last year
By David S.T. Driver
Staff Writer

Drug-related crimes are up
in Murfreesboro, probably due
to the population increases, said
Mary Schneider, director of the
Murfreesboro Drug Court.
Drug arrests have increased
not only in the city of
Murfreesboro but in the county
schools and on Interstate 24.
"We are still seeing alcohol,
marijuana and crack cocaine on
the streets," Schneider said.
"Prescription pill abuse is
increasing as well.
"We have very little meth
right now, but that is coming
into the county."
The drug court works with
non-violent offenders giving
them a second chance through
shortened incarcerations and
more treatment.
"Marijuana use is mostly
with younger participants,"
Schneider said. "Crack is a poor
person's drug. Prescription
fraud tends to be in a higher
economic class. Alcohol doesn't

seem to have any preference
with socioeconomic standing."
The drug court allows those
arrested for drug-related crimes
to apply for the program. Of the
473 people that have applied,
121 have been accepted since
the court was established in
1998.
So far 44 people have graduated from the drug court program and only three have been
arrested again for their crimes.
The program can treat up to 50
people per year.
"We are involved in these
people's lives," Schneider said.
"We see them almost daily. We
know their kids and family. We
ask them to reach farther than
they have ever reached before
and this gives them a great feeling of accomplishment and
self-esteem."
Applicants must be non-violent offenders with no record of
drug trafficking or no more
than two DUIs. They also must
See Drugs, 2
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Staff Writer

Upon entering college, many freshmen
are warned of the infamous "Freshman
15."
In 2003, the Human Sciences
Department at MTSU received a grant to
put this myth to test under the guidance
of Janet McNaughton.
According to the results, the average
senior at MTSU weighs 14 pounds more
than the average freshman.

The study suggested that, among other
things, the weight gain could be attributed to students who "lack the knowledge
to make good choices."
So, how does campus dining stack up
in helping students make good choices?
The campus dining facilities do provide the necessary ingredients for a
healthy diet, said Janet Colson, a professor in the nutrition and food science program.
A healthy diet consists of three balanced meals a day combined with regular

exercise, Colson said.
"It would be nice if students would get
up and have a wholesome breakfast ... a
whole grain product like cereal or toast
with maybe fruit and some type of protein," Colson said.
"Then for lunch ... go to one of the
campus cafeterias and get a lunch that has
two vegetables and a meat and some
wholegrain bread ... and it would be nice
to have a glass of milk with that," she said.

See Food, 2

Pearson emphasizes contact between student, senators
By Courtney Gundry
Staff Writer

Blake "Project Pat" Pearson is
a candidate for president of
Student
Government
Association. Don't look for the
name "Blake Pearson" on the
ballot though; you won't find it.
Pearson is running under his
nickname "Project Pat."
Pearson is a 22-year-old senior majoring in political science
with an emphasis on public
administration. His minors are
psychology and English.
Pearson is an SGA senator
and is a desk assistant at Corlew
Hall. He has a history in management and supervising positions from previous job experi-

ences.
His major and
experience as a
senator
have
given him a
familiarity with
administration
Pearson that he said he
feels with help in
making SGA more successful.
"You learn through experience. You're using proper procedure, not just reading it,"
Pearson said.
As an SGA senator, Pearson
opposed raising the academic
standard for SGA candidates.
Currently, the SGA has a 2.5
grade point average standard,
which he said is barely the student average. He said he feels

that it doesn't create a fair representation of the student body
and calls the proposal "exclusionary."
"I'm on the same level as
everybody else," Pearson said.
"You don't have to feel intimidated. You can be real with me."
The role of the president is to
be a liaison between the senate
and the student body and various organizations.
Pearson emphasized the
importance of communication.
He said he wants direct contact
between the students and senators.
"Even if we can't do anything
directly, maybe we can find a
way around the problem," he
said.

He said he feels he is a good
listener, easy to talk to, understanding and funny.
"Everything doesn't have to
be so serious," Pearson said.
"Humor relieves the stress of
the situation."
He called the lack of participation in this semester's election "rather interesting." He said
without opposition to a position, it's partisan politics and
"that should be kept out of
SGA."
Pearson's Web site, www.projectsga.org, is currently up and
running. He encouraged everyone to take an in-depth look at
who he is and what he stands
for.*

Fulcher focuses on past accomplishments
By Courtney Gundry
Staff Writer

Photograph by nachtHf Morvant | Chief Photographaer

Interior design majors (left to right) Tish Overall, Melinda Conley, Erin Henderson
and Jessica Spires enjoy the weather while practicing their drawing.

a

Paul Fulcher is a candidate
for
Student
Government
Association president. He is a
19-year-old sophomore majoring in business administration.
His minors are economics,
finance and political science.
Fulcher is a member of
Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity,
Raider Republicans, secretary of
the Interfraternity Council, a
Student Ambassador and has
been an SGA senator for the
past two years.
As an SGA senator, Fulcher
has written many bills in hopes
of improving student life. He is
responsible for writing the bill
that paved the walkway between

the McWherter
Learning
Resources Center
and the James E.
Walker Library,
and has proposed plans to
Fulcher put a Starbucks
in the Keathley
University Center and raise the
academic standards for SGA
candidates.
"Being an SGA senator has
broadened my horizons about
what's going on on campus,"
Fulcher said. "I know what's
going on and what students
really want and need. Being
president would give me a
chance to address it."
The job of the president is to
appoint all committee heads

and plan budgets for many of
those committees.
Last
summer,
Fulcher
worked as an intern for
Congresswoman
Marsha
Blackburn's campaign.
He said he feels that this
opportunity was "a great growing experience" that gave him
an insight into the discipline of
financial budgeting.
Fulcher said he is trying to
motivate students to get more
involved.
"I want more people to vote,
not based on what they [the
candidates] promise to do in
the future but what they've
done in the past. It's not necessarily their positions, but what

This week's poll question at
www.mtsusidelines.com
Do you think Student Government
Association elections are fair?

Opinions 4 • Sports 5 • Classifieds 7 • Flash, Inside

See Fulcher, 2
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Eating disorder support group to aid
students with nutrition, self-validation
By Esparonda Waller
Staff Writer
The June Anderson Women's
Center and two MTSU students
are starting an Eating Disorders
and Body Image Group on cam
pus to aid students with eating
disorders.
The group will meet every
other Tuesday from 5:30-7 p.m.
in the June Anderson Women's
Center in the lames Union
Building. The group will meet
for 12 weeks.

The next meeting will be
March I.
During each meeting, members will discuss issues such as
body image, nutrition and selfvalidation.
Crystal Moon, a licensed
counselor, and Mary Belle
Hunter, a registered dietician,
will host the first six weeks.
Amanda Travel s and Sarah Neal
will then support the group.
Travel s is a social work major
who said she is recovering from
anorexia. She said she has suffered with the disorder for six
yens.

"There's a lot of need for the
group at MTSU. There's no
organization on campus for
women who have eating disorders," she said.
Neal is a women's studies
major who also said she suffered
with an eating disorder.
"I'm helping to start this
group because I have struggled
with an eating disorder for
many years," Neal said."Because
this is a college campus, there
are a lot of women who suffer
with eating disorders, so there is
a need for this group."
I could benefit from this
group as well as other women
on campus. There hasn't been
an organization for people with
eating disorders on campus,"
Neal said.
Travers said the group is
relaxed, and the women don't
have to talk if they don't want
to. They may express their feelings when they feel comfortable.
"People who suffer from eating disorders must use a multidisciplinary
approach.
At

Health Services, we check for
metabolic bodily function problems such as heart, kidney, liver
and electrolyte problems," said
Dr. Pat Spangler, university
physician and medical director
at Health Services.
"They must use a multidisciplinary approach treatment and
diagnosis plan. This includes
medical personnel, but, more
importantly, counselors, psychologists, psychiatrists and
nutritionists," Spangler said.
People with anorexia avoid
eating because they fear gaining
weight, while those with bulimia eat large amounts of food.
binge and/or purge by vomiting
and using laxatives. The binge
eating disorder is similar to
bulimia, in which uncontrollable eating occurs.
According
to
the
Micromedn Web Site, eight
million people in the United
States have been diagnosed with
an eating disorder, 90 percent of
whom are women. Of college
freshman, 4.5 percent to 18 percent of women and 0.4 percent
of men have a history of bulimia.
"They have this mental
block; therefore, it's a psycho
logical problem," Spangler said.
Travers said the group will
give women someone to talk to
who understands what they're
going through.
"We have the resources ol
where to send women. We can
tell them what to do," Travers
said. "They will have people
who will listen. A lot ol people
don't know they have a problem, so they don't know what to
do."
"This group will establish .i
network where women can support each other, help each
other's bodies to heal so they
can become strong, succulent
women, and they won't feel
alone," Neal said.
The most common symptoms of eating disorders are
denial that there is a problem
and preoccupation with food
and weight. These can lead to
strange eating habits.

Fulcher: Parties
should be open later
Continued from I
they strive toward."
Not only does he ask that the
individual
students
get
involved, but he hopes to unite
the various organizations on
campus. He said he feels that
more input and organization
will lead to "more and better
results."
He also hopes to extend fraternity parties on campus until

3 a.m.
"Bars are open until three. I
don't understand why we can't
be," he said.
Fulcher said he realizes that
he is jumping into the presidential race a year earlier than most
candidates do.
"I'm ready," he said. "Overall,
I've got a great personality that
can do a lot for the student
body." ♦

"Some people are in denial.
If someone comes into the
office and says they've lost 20
pounds in the last six months
without trying to, we have to
make sure they don't have a
tumor, metabolic problem, or
absorption problem," Spangler
said.
According
to
Jennifer
Woodard, assistant professor of
journalism, advertising plays a
role in why some women develop eating disorders. She said a
fantasy is created about how the
ideal woman would look
according to the people who put
ads together. However, it doesn't
necessarily have a basis on reality"What happens is real
women see the ads and keep
seeing them over time, and they
keep being told that if they use
these particular products, they
can look beautiful," Woodard
said.
They start to feel a lack and
low self-esteem over time, and
this can affect their body
images. They try to control their
image by not eating, vomiting,
over-exercising, light eating and
using laxatives."
"You really can't determine
the causes of eating disorders.
I here are a lot of different factors such as low self-esteem and
poor body image,' Travers said.
Woodard said in the past
advertisers had to make a
woman or a man fed a sense of
lacking so they would buy the
product thai would till in the

gap.
I hey're selling images and
fantasies, and this can affect
people in a negative way, especially if this is all they can see,"
she said.
According
to
Spangler,
anorexics who lose a certain
percentage of body weight can
develop major medical problems, including kidney, liver,
heart and electrolyte problems.
Travers said she has an inherent heart condition due to
anorexia.
According
to
the
Micromedex Web site, as many

as 1 percent of females between
the ages of 12 and 18 have
anorexia. The binge eating disorder is present in about 2 percent of the general population,
mostly women.
"One thousand people die
every year from anorexia. It
takes a lot of counseling, reassurance and proper nutrition.
Nutritionists have to make sure
[patients] understand how
many calories a day they need to
maintain their weight," Spangler
said.
Health Services works closely
with Vanderbilt in treating students with eating disorders.
Travers said she was treated at
Vanderbilt for six years.
"I received outpatient therapy at Vanderbilt, I'm involved in
the 12-step program for
Alcoholics Anonymous and I
received inpatient therapy in
Memphis as well as a nutritionist in Nashville," Travers said.
Travers said her most recent
treatment was at Shades of
Hope in Buffalo Gap, Texas, for
10 weeks last summer.
"I was 13 when my guidance
counselor noticed that I was losing a lot of weight. There was
limited information back then,
so it was a while before I
received proper treatment," she
said.
Spangler said the amount of
time it takes to cure the disorder
depends on how long the person has suffered with it.
"I think this support group is
excellent because people can sit
in a room with each other and
share their similarities. I think
it's excellent that we recognize
we have this problem on campus ... it's everywhere," he said.
"I'm glad that students are
stepping up to the plate and
admitting they have a problem
and sharing that with other students. It's good for them to talk
to students who have experienced the problem," Spangler
said.
"I hope this group will help
women who have eating disorders. I know they can be helped
and treated," Travers said. ♦

Food: Health food not
marketable, Colson says
Continued from I
Colson recommends a similar dinner with fruit for dessert.
"You can get that in the cafeterias if you want," she said.
Regarding the selection of
eateries found on campus,
Colson said it is normal for food
service establishments to provide less-healthy food because it
is what people tend to buy.
"They will go broke and will
have to close if they don't sell
what people buy," Colson said.
"The cafeterias have found that
the students don't want the vegetables, and they don't want that
oatmeal or whole grain cereal.
They want ... a pastry for
breakfast... then for lunch they
want a quick pizza and a Coke
... and for supper they want just
something easy that tastes
good."
But if the majority of campus food is not healthy, how can
students find out the facts about

what they are eating?
By law, Aramark is not
required to provide any nutritional information on the food
provided in Aramark facilities.
According to the Nutrition
Labeling and Education Act
requirements,
Aramark
is
exempt from nutrition labeling
under the following circumstances:
• "Foods served or sold in
restaurants are exempt unless a
claim is made on a label available to the consumer (e.g. fat
free salad dressing)."
• "Foods served and sold for
immediate consumption, (e.g.
schools, cafeterias, trains, airplanes, etc.)."
Also, the nutritional information requirements only apply
to foods sold between states,
according to Colson.
Despite
the
fact
that
Aramark doesn't have to provide nutritional information, it
is available for students who
want to know.
In the Aramark office, located in the Keathley University
Center, Room 204, students can
find the 2003-2004 edition of a
book titled Aramark Standard
Recipes & As Purchased Items.
This book is called a "menu-

builder" and consists of 323
pages of nutritional information for the food served in
Aramark facilities.
However, for some of the
school's food, the book is not
necessary.
In the Cyber Cafe, nutritional information for both Subway
and Burger King is readily available for viewing.
At the Home Zone in the
KUC, there are new cards every
day that list the pertinent nutritional information for the
home-cooked
food
being
served.
Also, Chic-fil-A, Subway and
Burger King all provide nutritional information on their Web
sites. Quizno's provides a form
to request information.
While a well-balanced diet is
an important factor for college
students to have a healthy
lifestyle, diet alone isn't enough.
"We need to use the Rec
Center," Colson said. "Students
think, 'Well, it's free; I'm not
gonna use it,' but ya'll do pay for
it."
In order to maintain a good
weight, it takes an hour a day of
regular exercise.
"Every day would be better,
but you might want to rest one
day," she said.
However to lose weight, it
takes an hour and a half per day.
"Thirty minutes three times
a week is for cardiovascular
health, but if you want to lose
weight, the type of exercise you
need ... is an hour and a half,"
Colson said. "That's what the
new dietary guidelines came out
with."
The
results
from
McNaughton's study on nutrition have been published in a
brochure called "Outsmart the
Freshman 15." It is filled with
"related
opinions,
habits,
knowledge and attitudes about
weight and nutrition."
The brochures will be placed
in CUSTOMS packets for
incoming freshmen and have
been sent to universities across
the state.
Copies of the brochure can
also be found in Ellington
Human Science Building.*

Drugs: Program assists
users through support group
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Continued from I
be chemically dependent and a
citizen of Rutherford or Canon
County.
Participants are drug tested
weekly, meet with a case manager and judge while receiving

treatment for dependency and
receive help through support
groups.
The drug court also arranges
speakers for organizations and
schools including having participants give their testimony to
kids. ♦
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energystar.gov
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Sporting event
security addressed
in terrorism lecture
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By Kim Peer

tinued by asking what the Super
Bowl symbolizes in America, a
student replied, "capitalism."
Colby Jubenville, assistant
Jubenville explained that
professor in the department of beyond capitalism, the Super
health physical education recre- Bowl and large sporting events
ation and safety, presented his like it are places where
view of terrorism's effects on Americans hold tradition in
college and national level sport- high standing.
ing events on Monday, Feb. 21.
This fact and the vast numHis lecture, "The Effect of ber of people who attend sportTerrorism and Its Impact on ing events creates "a plum target
Sport Stadium Security," was for terrorists," he said with a
part of the Honors Lecture quote from Bruce Hoffman, a
Series. lubenville presented his vice president Rand Cop of
ideas in a slideshow and then Global Security Experts.
took questions from the audi"I didn't realize that there
ence.
was so much involved with
The lecture included a gener- sporting event security, espeal definition of terrorism, the cially the Super Bowl," Ty Fox, a
background of increased securi- senior criminal justice major,
ty measures due to Sept. 11, the said. "1 related to the lecture
idea of sporting events as seri- because my finance plays baseous terrorism targets and the ball, and I like sports as well,"
Homeland Security Advisory she added.
System.
According to Jubenville,
lubenville introduced him- since the outbreak of hooliganself to the audience by explain- ism, a form of organized crime,
ing his interest in the lecture took place at a British soccer
topic.
game where spectators broke
"I wanted to stay involved in railing apart to use as weapons
the sports industry as much as against rival spectators, Britain
possible," he said.
has lead the way with sports
This goal led him to the field management and security.
of research facility manageHe said that "awareness and
ment, and he is now coordina- adequate response," such as surtor of sport management at veillance, advanced technology,
MTSU.
crowd control and alcohol conJubenville addressed the trol, were the number one keys
question,"Why [is terrorism] so to improving security at sportdifficult to study?"
ing events.
Several students responded
"Some of the most imporwith answers like the constant tant precautions are minimal in
change associated with terror- cost," he said. Having a plan for
ism and the unknown factor the event of a terrorist attack is
also surrounding it.
also a less costly alternative to
"Terrorism," Jubenville said, chaos.
"is also emotional and preys on
Jubenville also emphasized
fears." He explained that fear the importance of Americans
can be averted with the old say- feeling comfortable at the
ing, "Comfort is in the know- games they enjoy, while being
ing."
surrounded by well-planned
He continued with a series of safety measures.
facts that demonstrated how
Being
prepared
allows
sports events could be consid- American culture to return to
ered high-risk areas for terror- normal and have peace of mind,
ism.
even though terrorism is still a
"Terrorism is often aimed real danger he concluded. ♦
towards highly visible targets,"
Jubenville said. When he conStaff Writer
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CRIME LOG
Compiled By
Michaela Jackson - ■ Associate News Editor
Thursday, Feb. 17-9:14 a.m.
Davis Science Building
Vandalism Under $500
Subject called police to
report that his Ford van had
been vandalized.
Thursday, Feb. 17 - 10:32 a.m.
Greenland Drive Lot B
Leaving the Scene of an
Accident
Subject called to advise that
someone hit his car, a silver
Nissan, and left the scene of
the accident.
Thursday, Feb. 17 - 6:26 p.m.
Student Recreation Center
Theft Under $500
Thursday, Feb. 17 - 10:44 p.m.
Scarlett Commons
Suicide Threat
Police advised that subject's

(Arwve^AJM

STUDENT AMBASSADORS

friend called and stated the
subject had taken a bottle of
pills.
Friday, Feb. 18- 1:16 a.m.
Greek Row
Leaving the Scene of an
Accident
Subject called in to report
that she saw a silver Chevrolet
S10 hit a black maxima and
green Jeep Cherokee and then
drove off.
Friday, Feb. 18- 1:35 a.m.
Blue Raider Boulevard at
MTSU Boulevard West
Driving Under Influence
Scott Stevens, 19, was
arrested and Bryan Ellis, 19,
was given a citation for underage consumption of alcohol
when their vehicle was
stopped for speeding.

Friday, Feb. 18 - 8:56 a.m.
Greek Row
Vandalism under $500
Subject reported vandalism
to building seven.
Saturday, Feb. 19 - 1:29 a.m.
Greenland Drive
Underage Consumption of
Alcohol
Keenan J. Reaves and Andre
M. Jones were charged with
underage consumption of
alcohol.
Saturday, Feb. 19-2 a.m.
Gentleman Jim's
Assault
Subject hit a bartender
with a stool at Gentleman
Jim's on Greenland Drive. He
tried to flee the scene, but was
chased on foot by an officer
and arrested.

Saturday, FeK 19-5:01 p.m.
Outstanding Warrant
Student Recreation Center
Eric Latrell Mitchell was
arrested on an outstanding
warrant.
Sunday, Feb. 20 - 3:05 a.m.
Greek Row
Public Intoxication
Jesse Newsom was arrested
for public intoxication when
he was discovered participating in a fight between the
Sigma Nu house and the Beta
house.
Newsom and two others
were
taken
to
Middle
Tennessee Medical Center for
treatment. ♦

ESQUIRE

In Jail?

Discount Liquors

check out our:

"WincoftfieMontfi"
10% (fid uins Tuesdays & Thunders!
PRESENT A1TSU ID FOR DISCOUNT

Lucky's Bonding
890-7549

1118 Memorial Blvd. Murfreesboro 615.890.5456

Check Us Out II
www.homecityice.com

Great Job Opportunities!!
Hiring Students Part-Tim* NOW and Full- Time During Summer A Breaks

Flexible Hours & GREAT PAX!!
We offer 10-40+ hours/week
Now Hiring for Route Delivery

$8.00-$10.00/Hour

615-833-3345
Located In La Vergne.
No Experience Necessary We offw Schedule flexibility »im morning and
weekend routes avMoble Stan training HOW

Schedule an Interview A.S.A.P. Bring a Friend !

We are now accepting
applications for our newest
group of Student Ambassadors,
the official hosts of the University.
Please call 898-2923
or visit mtalumni.com
for details.

MTSU Special Events presents

MTSU Murphy Center
Friday, April 8f 8 p.m.

Tickets on sale now!
MTSU students, faculty and staff
must purchase general admission
S15 tickets from the Floyd Stadium
ticket office, gate I-A. Reserved

MIDDLE
TENNESSEE

tickets for the public will be available

STATE UNIVERSITY

MIDDLE
TENNESSEE

for $35 each through Ticketmaster.

STATE UNIVERSITY

For more information call: (615) 898-2551
or visit: iww.mtsu.edu/~specevnt

ticketmaster
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From the Editorial Board

Starved for acceptance,
gorged on fast food
The fact that both obesity and eating disorders are
big problems in our nation may lead some to think
Americans are lazy or lack willpower.
But we think it points to a bigger social problem.
As U.S. citizens we are constantly bombarded with
commercials that tell us we need to eat junk food to
be whole.
Many get accustomed to the fast food lifestyle at
such young ages overeating has become a way of life
- part of their everyday ritual.
These people eat when they get sad, lonely and
stressed. Even when they're feeling bad about being
overweight.
On top of that, we see a plethora of images in the
media that tells us that if we are the slightest bit overweight we are somehow less human than the slim
models we see on television.
If that's the case, there are about a billion businesses that will be happy to take our money to "help"
us realize a level of perfection that is probably unobtainable for most.
These businesses cash in on making us feeling
even worse about ourselves. No doubt, this is a contributing factor to the thousands of Americans who
think being thin is more important than their own
healthiness, and in many cases their lives.
The result of all this consumerism is a nation that
is starved for acceptance and understanding, yet
gorged on french fries and low-carbohydrate ice
cream. After all that eating, we're still empty - maybe
even emptier than we were when we started.
It's a dangerous dilemma.
It doesn't help that we spend the majority of our
days positioned in front of the television when
maybe we should be getting some exercise or appreciating the world around us.
But our culture revolves around TV. If it didn't
how would we see the commercials?
Capitalism has helped us dig ourselves into a hole
of bad health habits. The harder we struggle to get
out of it, the bigger the hole gets. ♦

From the Opinions Editor
D'oh! Gay marriage episode
inflames conservative viewers
It might be illegal in
Matthew Adair
the United States, but
Opinions Editor
that's never stopped the
country's favorite animated dad before.
Last Sunday saw The
Simpsons outing one of
its characters as a homosexual. Much to viewers'
surprise, the character in question wasn't the effeminate and loyal Waylon Smithers, but chain-smoking
Patti Bouvier, sister to Marge Simpson. The episode
featured Patty falling in love with a women's golf
player, who decide to be wed by professional nuclear
power plant operator (and, after being ordained over
the Internet, amateur minister), Homer Simpson.
True to the style of the show, the wedding goes
awry when Homer and Marge discover Patti's brideto-be is a man dressed in drag in order to compete in
the LPGA golf tour, but that turns out to be beside
the point.
Some have raised a stink that the episode, which
was preceded with a parental advisory, went too far
and thrust the issue of gay marriage into viewers'
faces.
The Simpsons, however, have had a history of
skewering social controversies and criticism, from
mocking the ineptitude of the public school system
to cartoon violence, even taking a stab at the brouhaha surrounding Super Bowl XXXVIII's halftime show
"wardrobe malfunction."
Thrusting controversial issues into the public's
face has been a staple of the show for years, and gay
and lesbian issues have come up in the show before.
To complain that the show should "just entertain"
viewers, in the words of L. Brentt Bozell, president of
the Parents Television Council, silences the creative
voice of Matt Groening and shuts out a way of
approaching a major issue in a way that most
Americans can relate to.
If Homer, the American every-man, can learn to
be more accepting of homosexuality, then it begs one
to wonder if even the staunchest critics of gay marriage can change their mind and realize that love
knows no boundaries, not even boundaries of gender.
After all, as Marge proclaims of her sister, being
gay "doesn't mean you're less of a being." Hopefully,
people like Bozell will stop trying to shut out messages like these because they might be too controversial, and will start trying to listen instead. ♦

Blockbuster gets busted
over 'no fees' campaign
Let this be the final lesson: if it sounds
too good to be true, it is.
Blockbuster's "No More Late Fees," is no
exception to the rule.
This weekend, New Jersey Attorney
General Peter Harvey announced his
intent to sue Blockbuster.
"There is no question about it - there is
a violation of New Jersey's consumer fraud
act," Harvey stated.
Now, I'm no legal expert, but this guy
has a point.
Start with the commercials on television. It is easy to be fooled. Couples are
embracing in celebration, while others
dance to the gleeful music, "It's over." It is a
scene straight out of Pleasantville.
However, if you read the fine print, you
will find out there is indeed a late fee, but
by another name.
"If you still have a movie or game seven
days after the due date shown on your
receipt," the card reads, "we will convert
your rental to a sale."
Yes, you heard right. Instead of paying
the daily late charge, you get to pay the full
price of the movie or game.
Yet, it doesn't stop there. If you decide
to return the rental within 30 days of the
sale (this is where they automatically
charge your credit card) they will credit
some of your money back if you instruct
them to do so, in person.
Surely that is the end of the fees, right?
Guess again. "In both instances you will be
charged a restocking fee, plus applicable
taxes," states Blockbuster in their frequently asked questions section.
Which raises the question: shouldn't
consumers be responsible for reading the

With all the wars being waged, and
potential wars on the rise, Americans
sometimes lose sight of the wars that are
taking place here in their own country.
And like the war in Iraq, the wars against
personal freedom are just as much a waste
of time and money.
Is there any irony in using morality as a
tool to fight personal freedoms? The
debate over gay marriage proves that, as a
country, we don't feel comfortable -vith
homosexuality. But nobody should have
the right to tell another person how to live,
especially if they aren't personally involved
in the situation. If this other person's
lifestyle bothers you so much that you
can't stand it, then just turn your head and
imagine that it doesn't exist. Either that, or
get a life and stop focusing on other people's business.
The same can be said for the phony war
on drugs that we sink so much money into.
What might be a good way to help support the supposedly doomed Social
Security is to stop spending $19 billion a
year on trying to regulate a person's personal choice. Stop sending drug addicts to
jail, because an addiction is a sickness, not
a crime.
Yes, drugs kill people. And yes, using
certain drugs retard your daily activities.
But the same can be said for alcohol, cough
syrup, spray paint, glue and an array of
over the counter medications. I mean if
there were an actual concern for people's
safety, why are cigarettes still legal.
According to the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention, cigarettes kill
about 400,000 people a year. You won't get
a number that high if you add up all illegal
drug-related deaths and multiply it by 10.
"Here's a solution for the drug war. For
all those people who want drugs to be
legal, legalize them. For all those people
who don't want them legal, don't worry,
they aren't, never were and never will be,"
said comedian and philosopher Bill Hicks.
At no point in time will the Drug
Enforcement Agency declare that the war
on drugs has been won. Right now in the
United States, you can currently purchase

Staff Columnist

fine print and finding out all the details?
Absolutely, but businesses have a certain
moral obligation as well.
By using deceptive advertising,
Blockbuster does not fulfill its end of the
bargain.
If the United States court system panders to consumers who fail to realize coffee
is a hot beverage, then certainly something
here is amiss.
Renting a movie does not require a high
IQ, nor should it require the ability to read
and sort through misleading advertising.
Companies and corporations who serve
the common people should appeal to that
same common denominator. Blockbuster's
use of bogus advertising goes beyond legal
statutes, by overstepping moral limits.
I don't know all the clauses that constitute "false advertising." I do, however,
know that Blockbuster's conduct has been
blatantly unethical.
Then again, maybe an honest business
is an oxymoron after all. ♦
Gretchen Jenkins is a freshman political
science major and can be reached at
gmj2d@mtsu.edu.

Gagflex
Jason Johnson

Staff Columnist

drugs in all 50 states. This fact will remain
for the rest of this year, next year and every
year until mankind no longer exists.
The next person nominated for a Nobel
Prize should be lack Kevorkian. Death is
natural. It's always going to happen, no
matter how many scared scientist and fundamental Christians want to keep us alive
forever. The idea of going out with dignity should be cherished.
Should a person's miserable life be prolonged because of some other unrelated
person is on a moral quest to save humanity from itself?
Three cheers to Ernest Hemingway and
Hunter Thompson for living and dying on
their own terms.
This Jehovah's Witness mentality within
our government and society needs to be
put to rest. This idea that all people are
supposed to carry the same ideals and
morals is ridiculous and communistic.
We've done enough to partition what is
appropriate for children and suburbanites.
So they can go watch Full House and
Everybody Loves Raymond, and the adults
who want it should be able to watch adult
entertainment without complaint.
So, what our personal freedoms boil
down to are a few good sayings. Live and
let live, live and let die and above all, mind
your own business. Live by those few mottos and you might evolve.*

Over this
Thursdays
past
Christmas
break
I
Wesley Jackson
caught up
Staff Columnist
on ail my
Harry Potter
reading. I'm
now waiting
eagerly for
July
16,
when the sixth J.K. Rowling novel will appear.
Among the many benefits of these books, the
primary value for me was that they clicked the
refresh button on the Internet browser of my
mind. As J.R.R. Tolkien said, all good fairytales
cause us to see things the way we were meant to see
them. They give us a fresh and renewed perspective so often denied to us in our trials and stresses
of ordinary life.
We can get so bogged down in the day-to-day
activities that the way we think about the world
becomes distorted.
One of the distortions that the Harry Potter
novels fight against is the increasingly prevalent
belief that there is no such thing as an absolute
good and an absolute evil.
lust after the tragedy of Sept. 11, the media
began featuring stories and opinions pieces
regarding the nature of evil. Stanley Fish, one of
the popular gurus of post-modern thinking, wrote
an article for The New York Times on Oct 15,2001,
in which he clarified the post-modernist view of
the terrorist attacks.
For Fish, and other post-modernists, the nature
of evil is an issue of perspective. Different people
have different ideas of right and wrong. If you
happened to be one of the people caught in the
collapsing World Trade Center, Sept. 11 was probably a bad* thing. If you were the guy flying the
plane that crashed into one of the towers, Sept. 11
was a good thing.
It all depends on your perspective.
When Fish has been asked whether he thought
the terrorists should be stopped, he has responded
with a resounding, "yes." Why? Because he belongs
to the American tribe, and anything threatening
his interests, or the interests of his social group,
must be considered a "bad" thing.
This is another way of saying that "might makes
right." There is no objective standard of right and
wrong other than the whim and will of the one
who has the power.
This sort of idea is the hinge that Lord
Voldemort and his minions hang upon. Voldemort
is the evil-incarnate, satanic. Hitler character in
the Harry Potter series. His philosophy springs out
of a materialistic, self-seeking desire where only
the here and now matter. Voldemort's creed is that,
"There is no good and evil, there is only power,
and those too weak to seek it"
I.K. Rowling counters this relativistic thinking
in her books with a more platonic philosophy,
where an objective standard of right and wrong
does exist.
As the series has progressed it seems clear that
the paradigm of Rowling's objective standard is
the medieval concept of love. Within this worldview, self-sacrifice and working for the interests of
others is the primary concern, with an understanding of God and the afterlife to look forward
to.
It's a simple thing to be reminded that there is
an ultimate standard of right and wrong that transcends temporal power and cultural perspectives,
but this is one of the great things that Rowling
does, and we obviously need it
In our modern world it is easy to get bogged
down in the day-to-day, to believe that there is no
significance of our actions apart from the selfinterested goals those actions achieve. It gets difficult to see past a mere temporal, materialistic
value system to something more permanent.
This is where the Harry Potter books help us
stand back and clear away the distortions from our
views of the world. They refresh us, and help us see
things the way we were meant to see thern^^
Wesley Jackson is a senior English major and can
be reached at wtj2b@mtsu.edu.

Jason Johnson is a senior journalism
major and can be reached via e-mail at
jcj2n@mtsu.edu.
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Blue Raiders travel to Alabama for three-game tournament
By Jonathan Hutton

Staff Writer
The Blue Raider baseball team travels to Dothan, Ala., this weekend to participate in the Screen Tech Wiregrass Classic. The
Wiregrass Classic is a round-robin tournament that lasts three days
at Northcutt Field.
Along with Middle Tennessee (1 -1), three other teams will participate, including Ohio State, which the Blue Raiders will lace on
Friday.
The Buckeyes have finished second in the Big Ten conference each
of the last three seasons and have established a tradition during the
past few years. OSU returns five position players trom last season,
including a senior-led outfield.
The Buckeyes also return seven pitchers who led the Big Ten last
season in earned run average, including starter Trent I.uyster, who
decided to return for another season even though the Chicago Cubs
drafted him.
Another starter, Mike Madsen, returns as well and is coming ofl
of back-to-back 17-win seasons.

On Saturday, MT will face the Iowa Hawkeyes. The Hawkeyes
return two All-Big Ten performers in starting pitcher Nathan
[ohnson and right fielder Nate Yoho.
lohnson was named to the All-Big Ten First Team after pitching 93
innings with 73 strikeouts and a 3.36 F.RA. Yoho made the Second
Team after finishing second in the Big Ten in runs batted in with 31.
The Blue Raiders finish their trip on Sunday with a game versus
host TSU. The Trojans defeated MT last season in both games
played. The Trojans come into the weekend with a 4-2 record after
sweeping Samford last week.
TSU is led by preseason All-Atlantic Sun Conference outfielder
Adam Goodwin, who stole 28 bases and had a team-high .384 batting
average last season. Goodwin already has eight stolen bases this year.
TSU's best pitcher is l.andon Brazell, who struck out eight batters
last Friday in a 9-5 win. Last year, Brazell went 3-1 with a 3.65 ERA.
After splitting the season opening weekend, the Blue Raiders will
look to build upon a 1-1 record and will try to establish a solid
pitching rotation. The same rotation will start this weekend, with
Eric Blcvins starting Friday against Ohio State, Matt Scott going
against Iowa, and Tyler Copcland facing Troy.

Photo by Jay Richardson | Photo Editor

MT's Chase Eakes tries to beat the tag against Ball State.

With a weekend sweep, MT head coach Steve Peterson would be
only one win away from his 700th career victory (696-523-2). The
Blue Raiders' next home game will be March 4 against Southeastern
Louisiana. ♦

Lady Raiders prepare for WKU MT, Lady Toppers
have long history
MT tries to keep
pace in pursuit
of No. 1 seed

By Katy Hamlett
Staff Writer

ori Rice
Staff'Writer

The Lady Raiders will look to gain an
upper hand in their rivalry with Western
Kentucky on Thursday.
The Lady Raiders lost 71-67 to WKU in
overtime on Feb. 3 in Bowling Green, Ky.
That loss snapped Middle Tennessee's sixgame conference winning streak.
WKU (18-7, 11-1 SBC) is currently in
first place in the SBC's East Division, while
MT (17-8,9-3 SBC) is currently in third.
"We fought very hard in a tough environment against WKU," MT head coach
Stephany Smith said. "In the first half we
played well, but in the second we struggled.
Therefore, we want to play good for 40 minutes on Thursday against WKU."
Crystal Kelly, a freshman forward for the
Lady Hilltoppers, is averaging 19.4 points
per game. Kelly also leads the WKU in
rebounding with 10.5 per game.
"WKU is a tough team, which means we
have to come ready to play basketball for the
entire game," Smith said.
Junior guard Tiffany Porter-Talbert averages 18 ppg and is also second on the team
in rebounding with 7.3 per game.
Talbert and Kelly are not the only
weapons WKU has. Senior point guard
Leslie Logsdon also averages in double figures with 16.3 points per game.
"Our full intention is on WKU, and we
will be preparing on staying focused for
Thursday night," Smith said.
But the Lady Raiders will still have one
more conference contest on Saturday when
Florida International visits Murphy Center.
FIU (16-8, 6-5 SBC) features senior Milena
Tomova and freshman Eva Makela, who
both average in double figures.
Tomova averages 19.7 ppg and eight
rebounds per game, making her the leader
in both categories for the Lady Panthers.
Makela, the team's point guard, averages
10.6 points and 2.3 assists a game.
The first time the Lady Raiders played
FIU this season, MT struggled in a 66-55
loss that came two days after the loss to
WKU.
"We did not play well in the whole entire
game against FIU," Smith said.

Photo by Brady Purnell | Staff Photographer

MT senior Ditte Jakobsen will play in her final home games this weekend.

FIU was led by freshman I.aquctta
Ferguson in the teams' first contest.
Ferguson came off the bench and led FIU
with a career-high 19 points.
Saturday will also mark the final home
game for seniors Ditte Fakobsen and Patrice
Holmes. Holmes leads the offense, averag
ing 14.2 ppg. Tia Stovall averages 13.3 ppg,

and Krystle Horton has an average of 11.2.
Chrisw Givens rounds out the Lady Raiders
averaging double figures with io.f> ppg.
"Hopefully, we will show up ready to play
and use our homeeourt advantages.'' Smith
said.
Both games tip ofl a! '■> p.m.*

MT seeks revenge at Western
By David Hunter

Senior Staff Writer
Tonight,
the
Middle
Tennessee men's basketball team
begins the road to revenge
against local and Sun Belt
Conference
rival Western
Kentucky.
As the season is ending with
one more game after tonight,
the Blue Raiders are also fighting for position in the upcoming SBC tournament.
"The only thing we said is
that we still got an outside
chance of being a No. 2 seed,
and getting a bye, which is
important," MT head coach
Kermit Davis said. "Now we've
got to win on Thursday night."
The last time these two teams
met on Feb. 3 at the Murphy
Center, MT fell behind by 16
with 10:05 to go in the game.

However, the Blue Raiders were
able to cut it to two at 55-53
with a minute remaining. WKU
put the game away with six consecutive free throws to make the
final 61-56. That loss dropped
MT to 13-9,3-5, the fifth loss in
the last six games.
"The last time we played
Western, we didn't guard dribble penetration very well," Davis
said. "I think we are definitely a
better offensive team than we
were at that time. We have gotten more balanced scoring."
In that win, Courtney Lee
scored 17 to lead WKU, while
Anthony Winchester added 15.
Winchester is fifth in the SBC in
scoring, averaging 18 a game.
WKU leads the league in
scoring with 76.4 points a game,
while MT gives up the least
amount of points in the SBC, 64
per game.

Since that game, MT has
turned it around by winning
four of the last five games. MT is
now 17-10 (6-6) and third in
the Eastern Division. At the
same time, WKU has won seven
of eight to improve their record
to 19-6, (8-4) second in the
East.
"I think |thisgame| is important to both of us for seeding in
the tournament," MT guard
Brian Smithson said. "It is definitely important for what we are
trying to do at the end of the
season."
Part ot the reason for the Blue
Raiders recent success has been
the play of Marcus Morrison
and Fats Cuyler. Morrison has
been the leading scorer in three
of those wins, including a
career-high 26 against Florida
International on Feb. 5. Cuyler
has scored a career-high 17 in

two straight games.
Mike Dean keeps getting better after the toe injury that held
him out of a couple of contests.
"We went through a rough
time. We just really tried to stay
focused," MT guard/forward
Marcus Morrison said. "It was
easy to get down on yourself as
a team, but we just wanted to
stay focused, keep grinding the
rest of the season out. Whatever
it takes us, that's where we are
going to go."
In the last trip to E.A. Diddle
Arena, MT knocked the
Hilltoppers out of the SBC tournament in the quarterfinals, 7662 on March 7, 2004.
Tipoff is set for 8 p.m.
tonight. ♦
Photo by Jay Richardson | Photo Editor

Michael Cuffee leads the
Blue Raiders in rebounds.

Thursday night at Murphy
Center the Lady Raiders will
host Western Kentucky for the
final regular season installment
of this heated Sun Belt rivalry.
MT is currently 1-5 with WKU
since
the
2003
SBC
Tournament, although two of
the losses were in overtime and
double-overtime.
"Overall, MTSU/WKU is a
huge rivalry, probably the
largest rivalry in the SBC," MT
head coach Stephanie Smith
explained. "Geography, along
with success, is what makes it
such a strong rivalry."
Here's a look back at some of
the close contests the teams
have shared:
2003 SBC Championship:
WKU 86, MT 83 - After falling
behind by as much as 13 points
early in the game, MT made a
21 -8 run, tying WKU at 58 with
10:57 left to play. But MT wasn't
able to gain the lead, and WKU's
three-point shots, along with
senior Eboni Kirby's 19 points,
helped them squeak out the
tournament title.
Smith Says: "That game was
very significant to our success
the following year. That was
[the] first time since joining the
Sun Belt that we knew we had
the ability to compete in the
conference."
2004 Regular Season: WKU
79, MT 71 at WKU; WKU 70,
MT 68 (20T) at MT - Foul
trouble at Bowling Green crippled the Lady Raiders in the first
WKU game of the season and
MT's first-half performance at
Murphy Center wasn't looking
too promising.
MT trailed most of the game,
and the team was down by 10
points with 2:21 on the clock.
The Lady Raiders then went on
a 10-0 run, sending the game
into overtime and double- overtime.
But foul trouble in the last

few minutes of the contest was
enough to bring MT down by
two to lose the game.
Smith Says: "Three leading
rebounders
and
scorers.
Holmes, Horton and Stovall
were all sitting on the bench in
the first half with two fouls. This
had us very frustrated. We had
an opportunity to win, but we
had a mountain to climb."
2004 SBC Championship:
MT 79, WKU 57 - After two
close regular season games, MT
was finally able to decisively
conquer the Toppers. The Lady
Raiders opened the championship game with a 9-0 run and
shot 17-of-18 from the freethrow line. The victory sent the
Lady Raiders to their first
NCAA appearance as an SBC
team.
Smith Says: "We felt we had
an awful lot to prove. We were
very focused and mentally ready
to play and put it away quickly.
We lost it by one possession the
year before and didn't even to
go the NIT. All of those things
were added fuel to the fire."
Feb. 3,2005: WKU 71, MT 67
(OT) - The teams traded baskets through most of the first
half. WKU took a one-possession lead with four minutes to
play, but with 40 seconds on the
clock. Holmes tied the score at
59, sending the game into overtime.
WKU's Leslie Logsdon's 10
points in the extra period put
the Toppers over the top.
Smith Says: "It was an intense
game, not unfriendly, but very
exciting, very hard fought. We
had very crucial turnovers in a
late-game situation."
But despite all the close games
the teams have played, Smith
insisted the teams are still on
good terms - sort of.
"It's really a large rivalry but
very friendly," Smith "There's a
lot of respect between the two
coaching staffs and two teams,
but it is war between those
lines." ♦
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Lady Raiders feature
new coach, philosophy

Leffew's

Losers!

By Jill Davis

Staff Writer
Middle Tennessee softball will
take on a new meaning and a
new season this spring. New
head coach Leigh Podlesny has
many objectives for the 2005
season. One steady goal she has
for the team is aggressiveness.
A disciplined and dedicated
team will take the field under
new co-captain senior Liz
Davis. Aside from the coaches'
aspirations, Davis has some of
her own for the team as well.
"We have made individual
goals as well as team goals. I
would like to see us accomplish
many of these goals throughout
the season," Davis commented.
A hard worker and a valuable
asset to the team, Davis often
says what needs to be said.
Some of the changes that have
affected the team's play are
mental training and self-control. Throughout the fall and
continuing into spring training,
the team has worked vigorously
on fundamentals, according to
Podlesny. Podlesny and Davis
said they want to see this hard
work put into action and make
things happen in their favor.
"Every day is a challenge,"
Podlesny said.
One major challenge the team
will face this season is having a
smaller roster than usual. Keeping
these 17 young women healthy
and injury-free are key elements
to having a successful season.
Staying positive is at the top
of both the coach's and the players' lists. Davis carries this posi-

By Jon Leffew
Assistant Sports Editor

Filt Photo

MT's Crystal Bobo will lead the team's pitching staff.
tive attitude with her.
"1 want to see this team play to
its full potential each game. If we
do this, the outcome does not
matter. If we give our full potential
then we will win the majority o(
our games. We are focusing on
our play and not the opponent. It
we stick to our plan then we will
come out successful this season."
The Lady Raiders will be playing top ranked teams throughout much of the season. MT will
face perennial power LouisianaLafayette in a conference
matchup and No. 7 Michigan,
No. 13 Alabama, and No. 15
Auburn in regular season play.
Last season, the Lady Raiders
dropped
the
Sun
Belt
Championship game 14-0 to
then No. 9 Louisiana 1 afayette.
The season starts later than
usual, and Podlesny sees this as
a benefit for the team. The I ady

Track squad ready
despite multiple
last-minute changes
By Katy Hamlett
Staff Writer
This weekend, the Middle
Tennessee indoor track squad
will be defending their Sun Belt
Conference champion title at
the SBC tournament.
MT has swept the tournament the past four years, but
there are a few controversies
that set this event apart from
prior tourneys.
Instead of a usual SaturdaySunday meet, the preliminaries
will be held on Sunday, followed
by finals on Monday.
The date change was a result
of a scheduling conflict.
"There was a new person
doing the schedule," MT head
track coach Dean Hayes
explained. "She didn't realize it
and allowed a basketball game
to be scheduled Saturday night
and then didn't want to change
it. It's a very interesting date."
While the date change may
only affect the amount of spectators who turn out to see the
tournament, there is a vital
event ruling still pending.
The SBC has not held the
multi-event, a pentathlon combination of competitions, in the
past.
Over the summer, however,
the instatement of the competition was brought before the
SBC athletic board, but coaches
never heard a verdict one way or
another.
"They didn't get back to us, so
we didn't think they were going
in this year. But two weeks ago,
the issue came back up again, so
right now everything is just up
in the air," Hayes said.
Since few SBC teams have
been able to practice the event
in regular season meets, if
scheduled, the multi-event
could be the deciding factor in
the SBC championship.
While the fate of the multievent is still being negotiated,
for now all the teams can do is
focus on the known events.
"On the women's side, our
events will be our springs and
field events," Hayes said. "The
biggest thing for us is the long
jump and triple jump. They
come at the beginning of the
meet and set the stage for us."

Freshmen Sierra Douglas and
Stephanie Tamgho and senior
KeKe Deckard will be MT's
leading jumpers in the tourney.
"They can hit them early in
the day and get us off to a good
start," Hayes said.
The competition will most
likely boil down to MT and
their multi-sport foe. Western
Kentucky, in the finals for the
women's championship.
"[Projections! show us at the
top with WKU," Hayes said.
"Western has strength in the
distance races, and they have a
little bit everywhere else."
If the men continue to perform similar to regular season
play, the championship will
most likely come down to four
schools.
"It will be a battle between
Arkansas State University, South
Alabama University, WKU and
MT. If we have the multi-events,
ASU would be favored," Hayes
explained.
MT has two NCAA qualifiers
participating in the tourney this
year, junior hurdler I.innie
Yarbrough and freshman high
jumper Alex Pruitt.
Yarbrough was named Sun
Belt Track Performer of the
Week for the second straight
week on Feb. 15.
VanTonio Fraley, who has
been consistently placing in the
55 and 200-meter events, along
with James Thomas, who created a new school record in the
weight throw during the MT
Open, will be other key competitors on MT's side.
Though distance races for
MT haven't been successful in
previous years, the men's cross
country team's second-place
finish in the SBC championship
in October gives MT hope for
this weekend's events.
"Distance runs are much
improved this year," Hayes
explained. "Derek Dell and
lonathon Guillou are capable of
placing in the 3000 [meter run|
and the 5000."
While the date change and
issue of the multi-events is still
rattling coaches around the SBC,
the indoor track tourney will
kick off as scheduled, Saturday at
ASU in Jonesboro, Ark. ♦

Raiders have the advantage of
getting more practice in before
heading into the games.
MT opens its season in the
Georgia Southern Tournament
beginning tomorrow afternoon.
"They are a hard-working team
on the field," Podlesny said about
first round opponent Morehead
State. They play with no fear."
MT also has a few of the top
returnees taking the field once
again. Center fielder Leah
Grothause ended the 2004 season
with .312 batting average, 38 runs
and 2f> runs batted in.
Pitcher Crystal Bobo had a
2.20 ERA and 197.2 innings
pitched while teammate infielder Melissa Weiland averaged a
246,29 runs and 21 RBIs.
The I.ady Raiders launch their
2005 season tomorrow at 3 p.m.
in Statesboro, Ga. ♦

While I sat recently skimming my sources,
searching fervently for this week's loser, I
couldn't help but come back to baseball's
biggest moron.
No matter which sport I investigated, which
Web site I searched, this guy's name kept coming up.
However, I refuse to formally recognize "the
godfather of steroids," because attention is all
this bash brother wants.
Instead, I've decided to go a different direction
this week and find the negative in the National
Basketball Association's All-Star weekend.
Amidst all the glitz, glamour, dazzle and
dunks, the NBA issued guidelines that could
possibly infringe on every fan's rights.
These new guidelines will apply to all NBA
games and will cover security officers and fan
behavior.
Perhaps even more disturbing than the rules
themselves is the simple fact that these are necessary.
Therefore, this week's award goes to one of
the NBAs greatest defenders and my favorite
rapper, Mr. Ron Artest.
Despite the fact that a full beer was thrown
on him to provoke the volatile star, the blame
for November's brawl falls squarely on Artest's
shoulders.
His decision to climb into the stands sparked
the brawl that will forever stain the game, and
these new guidelines are only a small example
of the fallout from the event.
However, these just happen to be the worst.
For example, all NBA arenas are now
required to post a "Fan Code of Conduct" that

all fans will be required to follow.
Also, "players will respect and appreciate
every fan," and indecent signs or clothing are
no longer acceptable for fans.
While the ideals of sportsmanship are wonderful to preach to youngsters in little leagues,
and I believe in the idea of civility on and off
the court, I don't appreciate this infringement
on my rights.
As a fan who sometimes pays (if I'm not
reaping the benefits of being a member of the
media), I feel as if it's my inalienable right to
yell, bitch and complain when these overpaid
superstars fail to satisfy.
In addition to this bogus ruling, alcohol sales
are now prohibited from the beginning of the
fourth quarter, the maximum size of drinks is
now 24 ounces, and buyers are limited to two
drinks per purchase.
There goes half the fun of the game.
Fans will no longer be able to enjoy the
entertainment of the guy who got blitzed in the
first quarter, and this fan, if he doesn't get
thrown out, can't yell obscenities at Kobe and
company.
While these rulings seem a little absurd to
me after growing up watching the infectious
smiles and hard work of John Stockton, Isaiah
Thomas and Michael Jordan, my appreciation
of the NBA won't change.
I'll still watch the games and keep up with
my favorite players, but I just won't bother
attending games anytime soon.
Think I'll spend my hard-earned money on
Artest's next album.
Congratulations, Ron! ♦
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STUDENT BALLOT
Nomination for Outstanding Teacher Award
2004-2005
I Nominate
(Please Print Full Name of Instructor)
from
(Department of Nominee)
for a

2004-2005 Outstanding Teacher Award
(Nominees must be full-time faculty members to be eligible)
(Please type or print clearly)
Signature

Please return this ballot to:
Office of Executive Vice President and Provost,
111 Cope Administration Building
Murfreesboro, TN 37132

Deadline

Monday. March 14. 2005

SIDEUNES

Lady Raiders start
season in Florida
By Cody Gibson
Staff Writer
As
the
spring
season
approaches, the women's golf
team looks to build upon their
strong finishes in the fall.
The Lady Raiders are led by
freshman Taryn Durham, who
averaged a 75.6 during the fall
season, and was the top performer in three of the team's
four tournament appearances.
Durham goes into the season
with a high finish of third in the
John
Kirk/Lady
Panther
Intercollegiate, where she shot a
career-best 148.
The second-leading scorer for
the Lady Raiders is senior
Kristin Lynch, who averaged a
76.7 over the fall season. Her
highest finish of last season is
eighth in the FlU/Pat Bradley
Invitational. She shot a threeday total of 229.
lamey Dillard and Maggie
McGill, who both competed in
four tournaments in the fall, are
also looking for strong starts.
Dillard's best finish was a tie
for 26th at the UA/Ann Rhoads
Intercollegiate
tournament.
McGill's high finish came at
FIU, where she shot a 232 to tie
for 10th.
Kemmerlee
Pennington,
Jenny Kim and Taylor Cooper
hope to contribute in the spring
as well. They competed in a limited number of tournaments
but still placed high.
Head coach Rachael Short also
made big news during the offseason by signing two golfers, Leigh
Wilkins and Mallory Bishop.
Wilkins is a local product

from Oakland High School and
was a four-year participant in
the state tournament, and is also
a two-time Daily News Journal
Player of the Year.
Bishop hails from East
Tennessee
and
attended
Bearden High School. She was
the Class AAA state champion
in 2004 and finished third in the
2003 competition.
Both are excited about joining
the Lady Raiders and are ready
to make an impact this fall.
Short is optimistic about her
two signees.
"I am very pleased to bring in
two quality players like Leigh
[Wilkins) and Mallory [Bishop),"
Short told MT Media Relations
when Wilkins and Bishop signed,
"Both are highly regarded and
come from excellent backgrounds. We are excited about
having them represent our university."
The schedule for the 2005
season kicks off Feb. 27 at the
Lady Moc Invitational, hosted
by Florida Southern at the
Cleveland Heights Golf Course.
Then, the Lady Raiders travel
to South Alabama to play in the
USA Lady Jaguar Classic March
7-8. The following week the
team travels to Hawaii to play in
the Dr. Donnis Thompson
Invitational.
On March 21 -22, the Samford
Invitational welcomes the Lady
Raiders to Birmingham, Ala.
The final tune-up before the
Sun Belt Tournament is the
Southern Miss Invitational
April 4-5. The Sun Belt
Tournament takes place in
Florida April 18-20. ♦

Automotive
1998 Red Toyota Tacoma Prerunner,
TRD package, snow tires, brushguard,
AT, CD stereo system, tinted windows,
bucket seats, bed liner, extended cab.
$8,990. Call Skwe Medley (615) 5968912.
1991 Suzuki Intruder 750. Very dependable, ridden daily. Windshield, saddlebags, black. $2100. Call Jay at 569-2413.
2000 Chrysler Concorde LXI: silver with
charcoal interior; one owner; purchased
new; excellent condition. Call 615-5632399 or 898-2623 for more info.
1988 Chew Blazer for sale. Great condition. 4x4, 4 dr. $5,500 obo. Need to
Sell!! 931-592-2494.
1992 Buick Century, runs great! Only 108k
miles, new battery, power steering pum, 4
new tires, CD player, good air8c heat. Only
$2,000-OBO. Call cell (615) 525-6249
LEAVE MESSAGE.
1999 Dodge Conversion Van, auto/overdrive, 318 CI 29K miles, TV, VCR,dual
radio, CD, tape, PW. Used on trips only.
Extended warranty transferable. 895-3480.
2000 Honda Civic EX; 2 door coupe; 5
speed; 101K miles; red; sunroof, one owner,
excellent condition; all service records;
$6950; Call John 615-566-9352.

Employment
RESTAURANT WORKERS CHILI'S
BAR& GRILL, 610 Sam Ridley Pkwy,
Smyrna, TN has openings for wait staff,
host/hostess, and cooks. Part time and
full time available. Experience is helpful
but not necessary. Start date is immediately. If interested, please come in and fill
out an application. 615-220-4545.
Always accepting applications.
You determine your own hours, your
own pace and your own compensation.
Great way to work around your current
schedule, earn extra money and try a new
financial services career. For more information-Valerie 904-1871 or 943-8274.
The Tennessee Louis Stokes Alliance for
Minority Participation is seeking student
tutors for the following ETIS courses:
Statics, Instruments and Controls,
Technical Drawing, Industrial Electricity.
Please contact Barbara Knox at 898-5311
for more information, Jones Hall Room
333.
Need Money? Student advisors arc needed for 120 unit off-campus MTSU apartment community. On-sitc training, cash
referrals and generous hourly salaries arc
included. Calltoll free, 1-866-594-5470
to make an appointment with Kimbcrly
Sanders.

Competitive wages, great environment.
Must be over 18 years of age, have experience with young children and provide
excellent references. Apply in person at
St. Mark's United Methodist Church,
1267 N. Rutherford Blvd.
FUN IN THE SUN!
Lifeguards wanted in North Myrtle
Beach
"Will train," no experience
Apply www.nsbslifcguards.com
Campus energy drink wanted. Hard work
pays off with new exclusive product not
found
in
stores!
Will
train
teachable/motivated candidates. Call
Omar 828-0460 for interview.
EARN 7,467 THIS SUMMER! Did you
wait too long to find a great summer job
last year? If so, call John @ FASTRACK
615-394-2134 for more information.
PT positions available. Earn $10/hr +
commissions, work 20-24 hr/wk, including weekends and evenings. This is a sales
position for local fire departments in local
counties. Earnings paid weekly. Valid
drivers license and reliable transportation
required. Call 615-893-8773.
College Suites is hiring 9 Community
Assistance; 16-20 hours per week (more
summer hours available). Apply at our
leasing trailer at 1155 E. Northfield Blvd.
College Suites is accepting applications
for 3 maintenance positions. Brand new
community! Apply at our leasing trailer at
1155 E. NortMcld Blvd. Call 893-9499.
New Community Assistants Positions
Available. University Courtyard is hire for
new community assistant position within
office. If you or someone you know
would be interested in a position as a
community assistant, please apply in the
leasing office in person. Qualifications are
individuals that are highly motivated and
driven. Also, they must be capable of
working well in a high pace office atmosphere to support the success and personal growth of our residents and community. The community assistant is a part time
position requiring a commitment of
approx 20 hours per week. The right
individual for the position must possess
great people relations.

For Rent
NEWLY REMODELED CONDO FOR
RENT. 4 BDRM/2 FULL BATH WASH/DRY INCL. WALKING DISTANCE TO MTSU. $900/MONTH.
CALL 804-3817.

Now hiring full-part time for front desk
help. All shifts open. Please apply in person, prefer experience. 1-24 - exit 64
Waldron Road. Super 8 LaVergne. 615793-9999.

Walk to MTSU from this beautiful house
on Greenland Drive. This house is ready
for your new and exciting 2005 Academic
Year. Available 2/1/05. Fantastic
Location, Quiet environment, Spacious
rooms for 4 students as a group.$300 x 4
+ 1/4 utilities. $350/person security
deposit + lease. Circle drive, patio, 2-car
carport, hardwood floors, new carpets,
new roof, refrigerator, Built-in oven,
washer n' dryer, dishwasher, central
H/A, fireplace, gas logs. Call 898-2005.

Five Senses Restaurant & Bar is now hiring cooks, requirements - good listener,
hard working and quick learner. Apply in
person between 2-4 pm Tu. - Fr. 1602
W. Northfield Blvd. Suite 515
(Georgetown Park)

Female roommates to occupy new 2BR
1BA cottage, private entrance, 2 blocks
from MTSU. $365 each per month
includes heat and air, water, electricity,
cable and internet. $500 deposit, 1 year
lease, no pets. 615-364-1004.

CHILD CARE
Nursery carcgivcr, $7.00/hour, Sunday,
Tuesday and Thursday mornings.

Miscellaneous
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Now Leasing
Raiders Ridge Apartments
Murfreesboro's newest student housing community
Where will you be living this fall? Check out the brand new
Raiders Ridge apartment community

fteserv
JSL I00"1 and choose your
■ Jommates online todavl
wwwR
-d-sRJd;e°.coym

Raiders Ridge offers 2, 3 and 4-bedroom fully-furnished apartments ail with private bathrooms and washers and dryers. Other amenities in
this luxury student community include:
+ state-of-the-art fitness center
+ computer lab with study rooms
4* game room, TV lounge
4-tanning beds
+ swimming pool with waterfall
+ rental fees include electricity, water,
Internet and cable

+ sand volleyball and tennis courts
+ car wash bay
+ card-access entry gates
+small pets allowed

Raiders Ridge Apartment Homes
1345 Wenlon Drive Murfreesboro, TN 37130
RaidersRidge@PlaceProperties.com • 615.907.1870

Steel Buildings
Prepare for Almanac's Harsh Winter
Forecast! Garages and Equipment
Storage 20x30, 20x26, and 30x52.
Quick Assembly!
CALL for Details
1-800-405 7501
New Poetry Anthology!
Collective Works of trie
SWEET TEA POETRY CIRCLE
(Meredit Aaronson, editor)
www. sweetteapoetrycircle .com

Opportunities
VINYL SOUP is looking for very serious
Keyboardist to Tour. Must be able to
rehearse once a week. We arc based in
Franklin, www.vinylsoup.com. Call 615397-9634 or 931-682-3878.
Flash is looking for talent to perform in a
"Girl's Rock Flash show in March 2005.
If interested, contact Brandon 898-2917.
Are you an Undergraduate student interested in pursing a PhD? If so, wc would
like to talk to you.
Undergraduate
research is beneficial for prospective PhD
candidates. To find out more information
visit www.mtsu.edu/-mcnair for qualifying criteria.
The Anointed Ladies of Alpha Theta
Omega Christian Sorority will be hosting
an informational for undergraduate and
graduate students. The informational will
be Sat. Feb 19, 2005 at the KUC. Call
Alisha Vaughn at 615-893-1012 for info.

Pets
Free kittens, 6 weeks. I-itter box trained,
friendly, will make great pets! 615-9959907 or 615-585-9909.
Free hemingway kittens. One black, one
white, one mixed. 931-505-5002.

Roommates
Female Roomates to occupy new 2 BR1 BA
cottage, private entrance, 2 blocks fro
MTSU. $365 ea/month include heate& air,
water, electricity, cable & internet. $500
deposit, lyr lease, nno pets. 615-364-1004
Female Roommate needed ASAP!! 3
BDRM ! BATH BRICK house! Needed to
take over lease until May with possible Lease
Extension. $217 plus 1/3 utilities. Call
Samantha if interested at 931-581-6064.
Responsible female roommate needed to
share new house, room has never been lived
in! 3 BR, 2 BA w/ garage not far from
MTSU campus. For more information,
please contact EUyn at 615-419-6696.
CONDO NEAR MTSU FOR LEASE 4
bedroom, 3.5 bath condo for lease. 3,000
sq. ft. Washer and dryer in unit. SI,200 a
month + small deposit. Avail, immed. call
Valerie for details. 943-8274 or 893-0809.
Female roommate needed ASAP to share
3 BR, @ BA house in stone gate subdivision, located off S. Rutherford 5 minutes
from MTSU campus. Washer/Dryer
included, with high speed internet & 2 car
gate. Very nice, brand new house with
vaulted ceilings. Rent $325/mo plus 1/3
utilities. Call 615-585-4802 or 731-6939595 for more info.
Female looking for female roommate. 10
min from MTSU in a town house. Private
bath, and walk in closet. $350 including
utilities. Needs to be neat. 584-0797, ask

95550

for Rachel.
Roommates needed to share 3bd/2ba
home in M'boro. Incl. all utilities
$450/mo (furn.rm. 8c $400/mo
(unforn.) 615-867-7689.
Responsible female roommate wanted to
share a 3bd, 2 bath house located 1 block
from campus. All hardwood floors, dishwasher, W/D included, house is very clean
and in great condition. Kitchen, dining
rm, dining rm, living rm, good size front&
back yard, carport 8c shed. Rent is
$325/mo plus 1/3 utilities. $200 deposit.
No pets. Call 615-419-0802 for appt.
Need 2 female Roommates to share 3bd,
2.5 bath in "like new" condo with same.
Middleborough Court, walk to campus
approx. .5 miles, washer/dryer provided.
1st bedroom $250, 2nd bedroom $235,
share utilities. $200 deposit, 6 months
lease. 904-7819 leave a message!
Large room for rent, walking distance to
campus. No lease required. $250 rent plus
1/4* utilities. Call 945-3088.
Roommate needed ASAP to share
3bd/2bath apt. 5 minutes from campus.
Rent $265 plus 1/3 utilities. Will pay first
months rent. 931-581-6623.

Sales
House for sale, walk to MTSU, hardwood
floors, move-in condition, rented attic apartment pays $350/month. $114,500. 614571-2291 oroliverkleban@hotmail.com.
The North Face Summit Series Jackets, new
w/ tags, Men's $125 (L,XL), Women's
$115 (M). 3 in 1 system with Goretex outershcll and zip in fleece inner shell, grey,
navy, royal, light blue, red and green, obo
call'217-9569 or email ras2g@mtsu.edu.
Two Cheap Computer desks. One desk type
with cabinets overhead. One is a stand type
with 1 drawer, no cabinets. $30 for both.
Email: deb_mtsu@yahoo.com. Call 615563-4488 after 5:30.
For Sale. 8 ft. pool table descent condition
and accessories One set of normal balls, one
set of clear balls. Eight sticks including a
short stick. Love the table but moving. $350
or best offer. Call and leave a message. Joe @
904-2035.
Two white semi-new microwaves for sale.
$20 each. Great condition. Just moved into
place with built in microwave. Call Andrea at
364-0634.
1990 Lincoln Towncar, runs great, 2 year
old paint job, 1 year old transmission, solid
dependable car. $1,950. Call 615-3641004.

Services
ATTORNEY
Christine Barrett
890-1300
320 West Main St. Suite 121
Murfreesboro, TN 37130
Visa/MasterCard Accepted.
MTSU student needs ride to campus and
back. In the Manchester area. Call 931723-8177 or email rnb2f@mtsu.edu.

Sublease
3 bed/ 3 bath duplex. Walking distance to
school. Great roommates. Nice duplex.
325/month. Call Rodney 615-218-3400.

1 Roommate needed or 3 bed 3 bath aprt.
Campus Crossing. Fully furnished.
Workout center, highspeed internet, pool.
439/month. Utilities included, call 615482-3796.
One Roommate needed for three bed
three bath apt. Campus Crossing. Fully
furnished.
Utilities
included.
S439/month. 200 off first months rent..
Contact: 615-587-0954.
University Courtyard sub-lease 1 bedroom, 1 private bath in 4 bed unit. Coed.
Jan through Aug. available nowFurnished.Utilities
included.
$375/month or best offer-Kevin at 615429-7929.
Sublease for the University Courtyard. Call
615-48-1531 to move in immediately.
Subleaser needed for room in 2 bed apartment at Campus Crossing. Less than actual rent, will pay $100 of each month's rent
or first month when you move in. Fully
furnished, high speed internet, own bathroom, shower, 24 hour computer lab and
fitness room. Next to greek row. Call Mark
901-487-2716.
Room available for sub-lease in a 3 bed
apartment for a male at Campus Crossing.
For info call Campus Crossing about apt
K-203.
Female roommate needed. University
Gables, lbd/bath in 4bd apt. Fully furnished, 24 hr internet, pool, fitness room,
w/d. Rent is $5K (utilities included). Will
give $200 or pay half rent. No Deposit.
Call Evelyn @ 6155-631-6220 or email
cmm2q@mtsu .edu.
Sub-leaser needed for apt. at Campus
Crossing. Less than actual rent!! High
speed internet, fully furnished, own bathroom, free tanning, shuttle bus to school,
24 hr. computer lab and fitness center. Call
Mark 901-487-2716.
3 bd/2 bath, looking for one more roommate. Rent is $325 plus utilities. No pets.
Very close to Campus, on Beu St. Living
room, dining room +kitchen, folly furnished, w/hardwood floors. Call Nicholc
©419-0802.

Travel
Condo in Myrtle Beach for Spring
Break! Sheraton Broadway Plantation
Resort. March 5-12, 2005, 7 nights. 1
BR (sleeps 4) $90/night with minimum
of 4 nights.
615-975-4792.
Bahamas Spring Break Cruise! Includes
Meals, MTVu Celebrity Parties! Panama
City, Daytona $159! Cancun, Jamaica,
Acapulco, $499! Award Winning
Company!
www.springbrcaktravcl.com
1 800 678-6386.

Policies
Sidelines will be responsible only for the first
incorrect insertion of any classified advertisement No refunds will be made for partial
cancellations. Sidelines reserves the right to
refuse any advertisement it deems objectionable for any reason. Classifieds will only be
accepted on a prepaid basis. Ads may be
placed in the Sidelines office in Mass Cotnm,
Room 269, or fixed to (615) 904-8193.
For more information call (615) 904-8154
are not accepted over the phone. Ads are
free for students and faculty.
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