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MTSU student finds showing sheep a family affair; 
All her "wooly" friends show off for judges at shows 

By STACEY KING 
Special to Sidelines 

Every summer, the Gor- 
dons hitch their navy blue 
truck personalized with a 
royal blue stripe to their 
matching goose-neck 
trailer,    and    the    G-Five 
Farm takes to the road. 

Maria Gordon, an MTSU 
sophomore, is off to show 
sheep. 

Every year, about mid- 
May, Maria begins to pre- 
pare her sheep for showing. 
She slips nylon halters over 
the sheeps' heads, and then 
begins to walk them, or "do 
laps" with them to train 
them to lead. 

On the morning of the 
show, Maria dons her faded 
denim cut-off shorts, a red 
t-shirt and blue flip-flops. 
With garden hose, dish- 
washing liquid and brush in 
hand, Maria begins to wash 
all 48 show sheep. She says 
that they are not hard to 

wash, but they throw water 
when they shake, and she 
gets a bath, too. 

After she washes them, 
Maria and her dad, David, 
groom them. A technique 
called "carding" is used to 
brush the sheep's wool. 
Carding involves the use of 
a straight, six-inch-by- 
three-inch board that has 
hooked wires on it. These 
wires grab the wool and pull 
it out to make the wool ap- 
pear fluffy. After carding, 
the sheep are covered with 
blankets to keep them 
warm. 

The classes for competi- 
tion vary in size. Some- 
times, a class may have 23 
or 24 other sheep. The 
classes are divided by age 
and breed. To show a 
sheep, Maria must first line 
them up side-by-side with 
the others. She then places 
the legs in a four-square 
position to form a rectangle. 

The judge checks the sheep 
for flaws and weaknesses by 
rubbing its body with his 
hand. 

"Good showmen make 
sheep's weaknesses less 
noticeable and try to use the 
wool to cover weak spots," 
says Maria. 

After the judge has 
checked the sheep for 
breed character or good 
breed characteristics and 
for muscle and fat content, 
he lines the sheep up head 
to tail, to get a good look at 
the side view. He then has 
them walk to judge their 
mobility, makes his decision 
and lines the sheep up ac- 
cording to placement. 

Maria and her family 
show sheep in 15 different 
shows. They travel from 
Jonesboro, Tenn., to Mem- 
phis. They also show in 
Georgia and Kentucky. The 
season runs from mid-June 
to October, and the national 

New season on "boob tube"; 
, Many old, new friends back 

By GARY BUCHANAN 
lifestyles Editor 

Editor's Note: This article 
is part one of a two-part 
series focusing on the new 
fall television season. 

Well kiddies, it's that 
time again, time for a new 
batch of programs to inform 
and entertain us during the 
fall television season. This 
is a time for "boob-tube" 

* addicts everywhere to re- 
joice, as their weekly heroes 
and heroines return to the 
small screen. 

Actually, the new fall sea- 
son is 2 weeks late this year 
due to the writers' strike. 
This pml>ably sent several 
addicts into withdrawal just 
yearning to see ALF insult 
someone, or Dave and 
Maddie throw things at 
each other. 

But now its time, time 
for a new season with some 
old friends, and as usual, 
many new ones. Let's take 
a peek at the new shows 
slated for this fall. 

Sunday evening must be 
"old folks" night, as we see 
many old friends l>ack to try 
their luck again. Remember 
That's     Incredible?     You 

know, the show where von 
could see such oddities as a 
man putting himself in a 3x3 
glass lx)x, and staying there 
for the entire show? Well, 
it's back in a show called 
That's Incredible Sunday, 
with hosts John Davidson 
and Christine Ferrate. 
Whoopie. 

More old iriends are seen 
with the return ol Mission 
Impossible, with Peter 
Craves returning t<> his role 
as Impossible Missions 
Force Chief Jim Phelps. 
Graves will IK- joined by a 
new cast, and they will be 
acting out the original 
scripts. 

Disney returns to Sunday 
evening with The Magical 
World of Disney. Almost all 
of us grew up with this Sun- 
day night staple, and its re- 
turning in big fashion with 
its usual batch ol specials, 
including a new Alisent 
Minded Professor, starring 
Harry Anderson, of Night 
Court fame. 

Monday evening pre- 
mieres two great new 
shows, Murj)hy Brown on 
CBS, and Almost Grown on 
ABC. 

Murplty Brown is a tele- 
vision reporter with a nose 
for news, and a sweet t<x>th 
for nailing her interview 
subjects to the fl<x>r, while 
trying to balance her own 
pitiful personal life. Can- 
dice Bergen stars in this 
surprising show, the best 
new show of the season. 
This will give Monday 
Night Football and NBC's 
Monday Night Movie a run 
for its money in the ratings. 

Almost Grown, an ABC 
offering, will chronicle the 
relationship of a couple, 
played by Eve Gordon and 
Tim Daly, as they love, 
fight, reconcile, and fight 
again. This is a fairly often- 
used premise, but it works 
in   the  two-hour premiere. 

Tuesday evening takes 
viewers to TV 101, a high 
school journalism class with 
Jason Bobards starring. On 
the wave of success of the 
popular 21 Jumpstreet on 
the Fox network, this show 
will take off on that same 
idea, as the high schools 
kids of America will save the 
worltL  
Stay tuned for the rest of 
the week in the next issue. 

competition takes place in 
November. 

For Maria, showmanship 
is an integral part of sheep' 
showing. A typical outfit is 
a western shirt, blue jeans 
and cowboy boots. At the 
Tennessee State Fair there 
is a division especially for 
showmanship. It is called 
the "Wool and Woolies," 
and requires the contes- 
tants to wear wool gar- 
ments. 

At this year's competi- 
tion, Maria wore a long 
black skirt and red wool 
sweater. She also wore a 
sequined hat that sported a 
black veil. Her sheep wore 
a bright red halter that com- 
plimented its shiny black 
head. Maria and sheep won 
first prize in the contest. 

There is money to be 
made showing sheep, Maria 
says, although it depends on 
the premiums offered in 
each particular show, deter- 

mined by the size of it. "The 
most money I've made in 
one show is $1200," she 
says. 

The money made in 
sheep showing, however, is 
many times reduced to take 
care of expenses. "You have 
to have quite a few sheep 
to make up for travelling ex- 
penses," said Maria. 

Maria shows four differ- 
ent breeds of sheep: Suf- 
folk, South Downs, Dorset 
and Montadale. Her favor- 
ite is the Suffolk. These 
sheep are very large with 
white wool. They have solid 
black legs and head. Maria 
calls them the "Jolly Green 
Giant of Sheep" because 
they are a very easy- going 
breed. 

Her favorite sheep, 
named Beauty, won every 
show it was entered in. Un- 
fortunately, a freak acci- 
dent, a copper poisoning, 
caused its death. 

Maria continued to say 
that she enjoys showing 
sheep for the sport because 
of the comradeship of the 
circuit families. 

"Families become close 
because you practically live' 
together all summer," said 
Maria. "I wouldn't trade 
any of the friends I have 
made through showing 
sheep." 

Maria's herd of sheep has 
grown to a total of 130, with 
48 of them being show 
sheep. 

When people talk to 
Maria and discover that she 
shows sheep, she hears exc- 
lamations like "Sheep! You 
show sheep?!" 

"My friends have a lot of 
fun aggravating me about 
my sheep," laughed Maria. 
"They call me the 'Sheep 
Woman,' among other 
things." 

Williams lectures on Ellington 
and his contribution to music 

By MARLA 
CARTWRIGHT 

Assistant Lifestyles Editor 
Major American com- 

poser Duke Ellington was 
the subject of a lecture 
given Wednesday in the 
Saunders Fine Arts Depart- 
ment. 

Martin Williams, noted 
jazz historian and critic 
from the Smithsonian In- 
stitution Press, delivered 
the discussion illustrated 
with selections from El- 
lington's works. 

Among the musical ex- 
cerpts presented were 
works from Midnight In- 
digo. Suite Thursday, and 
Daybreak Express. 

Williams stressed that 
Ellington was "not a tune- 
writer but a musician in the 
strictest sense." 

He also discussed various 
composing techniques, speci- 

fically where each note is 
played on a different instru- 
ment. The overall effect is 
that of one sound from 
three or more instruments, 
Williams said. 

"Ellington took his mis- 
sion as a musician seriously, 
but   most  of the time  he 

didn't    take    himself   seri- 
ously,   Williams said. 

After his lecture, Will- 
iams opened the discussion 
and accepted questions 
from the audience. 

"Ellington took his 
mission as a musi- 
cian seriously, but 
most of the time he 
didn't take himself 
seriously." 

Martin Williams 
jazz historian 

Various aspects of El- 
lington's life and musical 
works were touched upon. 

One question concerned 
the reason for the overall 
moodiness of his music. 

"Was he happy in life?" 
one audience member 
asked. Williams replied that 
Ellington was a complex 
man—difficult to get close 
to and difficult to under- 

stand. 
Another audience 

member queried about how 
Ellington employed impro- 
visation techniques in his 
compositions. 

According to Williams, 
Ellington used improvisa- 
tions in his writing to ex- 
pand previously written 
compositions because of 
the turnover of his band. 

From the 40's era on, El- 
lington had a several band 
members come and go, 
Williams said. 

The topic of high-tech 
electronics used to restruc- 
ture old musical classics 
such as Ellington's works 
was raised by an audience 
member. 

Williams expressed gen- 
eral misgivings about these 
techniques, saying he really 
didn't know very much 
about them. 

He also expressed nega- 
tive feelings about reor- 
chestrating Ellington's 
works. 

"Beorehestrating El- 
lington makes as much 
sense as reorchestrating 
Beethoven," Williams said. 


