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Tennessee Tech sweeps Raider* 
MTSU climbs hills but can'tjjet over hump 
Blue Raiders rally late but 
come up short once again 

DAN STURM 
Staff Writer 

Tennessee Tech used a patent 
offense and clutch shooting to hand 
MTSU its fourth conference loss 73- 
68 Saturday night. 

It looked as if the Golden Eagles 
were going to blow the Raiders out 
early as Tech's Van Usher canned 10 
quick points to give the Eagles a 10-0 
lead with 17:52 left in the first half. 

Trie Raiders, however, kept" their 
chins up and began fighting back as 
freshman sensation Jeff Clifton put in 
two buckets to ignite the Raiders' 
inside game. 

Finally, at the 11:42 mark. 
Warren Kidd slammed the ball home 
to knot the score at 12-12. 

Partial credit for the rally went 
to junior guard Greg Christian who 
entered the game and took over the 
point guard position after Usher's 
explosion. The TTU guard scored two 
points the remainder of the half. 

Normally, Christian sees limited 
playing time but with Tim Corder 
still ailing from an illness and Jeff 
Hunter struggling, the juco transfer 
stepped in and grabbed hold of the 
reigns. 

"With Tim [Corder] out I knew 
Jeff [Hunter] and I would split time, I 
was just happy to get the chance to do 
the job," Christian explained. 

After a media timeout, Tech 

responded with a 9-0 run and kept the 
Raiders at bay as Wade Webster and 
Bruce Oglesby nailed long-range 3- 
point bombs to give Tech a 10-point 
advantage at the intermission, 37-27. 

MTSU's offense was slow out of 
the blocks to start the second half as 
TTU's Bobby McWilliams nailed a 
trey and with a 6-for-6 stretch from 
the charity stripe, the Eagles flew to a 
46-31 lead. 

As the crowd of 9,500 became 
restless, the Raiders began to chip 
away at the Eagles lead. Robert "Cat 
Eye" Taylor kept the Raiders in the 
contest with four quick points and cut 
the gap to 52-43. 

The crowd sensed a rally and got 
one as Warren Kidd took the ball 
coast to coast for a lay-up. Taylor 
followed an errant shot up for an easy 
two and Kidd came back with a deuce 
in the paint and knocked down a 
bonus free-throw to scrap to within 
four. 

The game seesawed back and 
forth until Taylor knotted the score, 
63-63, with a shot jumper at the 4:25 
mark. 

As the crowd grew loud, Kidd 
picked up his fifth foul and the 
Raiders' bubble burst. 

Quincy Vance drilled two free- 
throws to give the Raiders a short- 
lived 65-64 lead with 3:18 remaining. 
They then had three opportunities to 

increase the lead but came up empty 
each trip up the court. 

MTSU's blown chances were all 
that Tech needed as they scored seven 
unanswered points to put the game 
away at 71-65. 

"Our intention is to get the ball 
inside," Christian said. "When the 
fans get caught up in the emotion, 
everybody wants to make a good 
play. 

"We lack a lot of maturity and 
we don't always make the right 
decision." 

With 1:03 left to play, Taylor 
drained a 3-pointer but it was too late 
as Tech escaped with the victory to 
boost its record to 10-9, 5-1 in the 
OVC. 

Middle Tennessee was plagued 
by inconsistency at the guard 
position. They combined with the 
forwards for a chilly 10-40 (25 
percent) performance. The Raiders' 
inability to hit the outside shot 
allowed Tech to shut down the 
Raiders' inside game. Kidd saw the 
ball in the paint three times and came 
away with six points, Clifton faired a 
little better with a 7-for-17 showing. 

With the Raider guards throwing 
up rocks, the Eagles clamped down 
lighter and tighter on Vance and 
Chris   Ingram.   When   a   Raider 

See BLUE, page 13 

Lady Raiders play hard 
but run out of gas late 

TONY J.ARNOLD 
Sports Editor 

MTSU's Lady Raiders played 35 minutes of upset 
basketball Saturday night against Tennessee Tech. 

Unfortunately, the five missing minutes turned out 
to be the most crucial as Tech edged a fired up MTSU 
squad 63-58. 

"It's the same show we've been running all year," 
head coach Lewis Bivens said. "Same song, same verse. 
Our guards self-destructed down the stretch." 

With 5:54 remaining in the contest, the Lady 
Raiders found themselves on top of the favored 
Eaglettes 56-55 as senior Stephanie Capley nailed a 12- 
foot jumper. 

They had shut the powerful TTU team down most 
of the evening and were staring a big OVC win in the 
mirror. But that mirror would shatter as the Raiders 
wasted numerous opportunities down the court by 
turning the ball over or tossing up a bad shot 

It would take five minutes before the Raiders 
would tally a deuce again and it would also be their last. 

Defensively, they also fell to pieces as Tech rallied 

with a 8-0 run to stay undefeated in six OVC games. 
"This one is very disappointing," a distraught 

Bivens said. "As far as the game, we played well for 35 
minutes. We were in it and had our chances. 

"But instead of taking our time and getting the ball 
where it needed to be, we started throwing up some bad 
shots. We just tried to throw the ball instead of taking it 
to them in the gut" 

The Lady Raiders opened the contest by rolling 
out of the gates to take a 13-6 advantage before 3,300 
fans. Tech appeared to be stunned and attempted to trim 
the lead as Angela Morehead scored four unanswered 
points but the will power of the Lady Raiders was too 
much. 

Capley tallied two buckets of her own and sparked 
her squad to a 10-2 run to give MTSU its biggest lead, 
23-12 at the 9:38 lead. 

Although Tech neutralized the rally and made a 
small one of their own, the Lady Raiders would not 
release the lead and took a 36-31 lead into the locker 
room. 

See TECH, page 13 
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CLEAR OUT: Middle Tennessee mentor Bruce Stewart us 
little body English during an earlier contest. His Raiders 
rebound from a loss to Tennessee Tech when they host 
tonight at 7:30. 

Track team receives 
lumps, delivers lump 

TONY J.ARNOLD 
 Sports Ed'tOr  

Middle Tennessee's men's track 
program is back, but not all the way. 

The once feared program, 
famous for its World-Class athletes, 
is now trying to balance on its new 
feet. 

After winning the OVC 10 
straight years at one point, the 
program was tossed aside by the 
university in 1986. 

But now, the program has been 
reinstated and the Raiders are finding 
out that time has passed by them and 
they must work hard to get back to 
the top. 

"We just don't have enough 
depth to win dual meets right now," 
head coach Dean Hayes said after his 
team dropped all three of their dual 
meets in action Saturday afternoon. 

"What we have is doing fine, we 
just need two or three years to get it 
all together again," Hayes explained. 
"We're just happy to win a few here 
and there this year." 

The Raiders fell to We 
Kentucky 55-41; Murray State 6 
and a very talented Florida State 
76-31. 

"They better get us now bei 
in a few years we'll be back to v 
we can compete," Hayes said. 

The men  were  paced 
freshman and a couple of M 
football performers. 

Freshman Roland McGee 
three events, the long jump, 55 r 
dash and 200. 

Gridiron star Walter DuJ 
placed second in the 55 meter 
while Vince Parks was third ii 
high jump. 

The men's record is now 1 -5] 
As far as the women's t 

team, well they continue to roll a 
with impressive finishes. 

They won two of three i 
meets in Saturday's event. 1 
defeated   Vanderbilt  79-23 
Western Kentucky 76-21. The 

See Track, page 15 


