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MT needs 
help to win 
Sun Belt 

The Middle Tennessee foot- 
ball team faces a must-win sit- 
uation when it plays New 
Mexico Stale at Floyd Stadium 
Saturday. 

The Blue Raiders put them 
selves in this situation by losing 
to North Texas 24-21 Oct.13. 
NT was playing in only its set 
ond Sun Bell ( onterencc game 
and had lost to the Sun Belt's 
worst team, I ouisiana-Monroe, 
the week before. 

MT came into the game 
undefeated and looking set lor 
the New Orleans Bowl, but 
Mi's offense struggled against 
the conference's best defense. 
The offense put up only 294 
yards and ont first halt touch- 
down in the loss. 

The defense spotted NT 21 
points in the first hall before 
holding the Mean Green 
offense to jusl three second- 
half points. 

NT's win over MT shook up 
the SBC standings maiorh. Ml 
is no longer a lock to play in the 
New Orleans Bowl Dec. 18. 

The conference >:.\n now 
conceivably be won by any ol 
four teams - MT, NMSU, NT 
or Arkansas State. 

The Blue Raiders, unlike 
most of the other Sun Belt 
teams, have played the majority 
of their conference schedule 
already. MT has only two SBC' 
games left, and both of those 
games will be played at home. 
The Blue Raiders have won 
eight straight home games. 

NMSU enters the match-up 
with MT undefeated in the Sun 
Belt Conference. The Aggies 
beat ULM and Idaho in their 
only two conference games this 
season. NMSU used a seven- 
play, 64-yard drive to beat 1U 
46-39 in the final seconds of 
the game Oct.13. This came 
one week after the MT-IU 
shootout at Floyd Stadium. 

The Aggies are probably the 
toughest team in the Sun Belt 
right now. They enjoyed a bye 
week Saturday. 

NT has rebounded since los- 
ing to ULM. After shocking the 
Blue Raiders, the Mean Green 
handed ASU a 45-0 beating 
Saturday. If North Texas con- 
tinues to stay hot, it could be 
the team to play in New 
Orleans. 

ASU has played only two 
conference games. With the 
loss to NT, ASU virtually 
dropped out of contention for 
first place in the Sun Belt 
Conference. The only way ASU 
could possibly win is if it won 
the rest of its games. 

The Blue Raiders showdown 
with the Aggies this week is 
crucial. However, there is the 
chance that MT could win this 
game along with its other Sun 
Belt game and still miss out on 
going to New Orleans Dec. 18. 

Should NT win the rest of 
its conference games, MT 
would stay at home. Assuming 
both teams win out, MT and 
NT would finish with one loss 
apiece. The head-to-head 
match-up would serve as the 
tiebreaker, and NT would obvi- 
ously win out. 

MT was picked to win the 
Sun Belt Confernce. The only 
other "contender" was sup- 
posed to be IU. IU is 0-7. 

NT and NMSU didn't get 
any respect. Now they are the 
two teams fighting with MT for 
the Sun Belt title. 

MT fans need to not only 
root for the Blue Raiders to 
beat NMSU this week, but also 
pull for any conference team 
NT plays. 

This is the only way MT can 
capture the Sun Belt champi- 
onship and play in New 
Orleans. ♦ 

Call from the Pressbox 
appears every Wednesday. You 
can contact Colleen Cox at 
slsports@tntsu.edu or 898-2816. 

MT loses second road game 
Blue Raiders fall apart in 
second half at Ole Miss 
By Michael Edwards 
Staff Writer 

Saturday afternoon at the 
University of Mississippi, the 
Middle Tennessee football team 
stumbled for the second 
straight week. 

Ml was down only 17-10 
with a little more than 11 min- 
utes remaining in the third 
quarter but managed to lose 45- 
17. 

"At halftime, our kids fell 
like we were going to win this 
football game." head coach 
Andy McCollum said. "We just 
got beat by a very good football 
team." 

Early in the third quarter. 
Dwone Hicks busted loose for 

the longest MT run of the day, 
but he re-aggravated his ham- 
string which was injured against 
North Texas a week earlier. 
The     play     featured 
Hicks running 
down the far side- 
line,   with   one 
man     to     run 
past. After 

pulling up lame, 
he stepped out of 
bounds and never 
returned. 

"We told him that if he 
felt any tinge not to push it, just 
to pull up," McCollum said. 

Hicks finished the game with 
nine carries for 79 yards in only 
35 minutt 

Reshard Lee picked up where 

Hicks left off. The Georgia 
native rushed for 84 yards on 12 
carries, running at will against 
the Ole Miss defense. 

The Rebels were giving up 
more than 200 yards per game 
on the ground entering the 
game, while the Blue Raiders 
managed 199 yards on 30 

attempts. 
"We felt like we 

could run 
the ball," 
M cCollum 
said.       "The 
guys up  front 

did a great job." 
Looking      at 

the    first    quarter 
stats,   it's   hard   to   tell 

whether Ole Miss beat MT or 
Ml   beat   themselves.  On   the 
first offensive play for Ml after 
an l Me Miss touchdown. Hicks 
received an option pitch from 
quarterback Wes ( ounts and 

scampered 15 yards to the MT 
44-yard line, but a holding 
penalty negated 10 of those 
yards. 

Alter a Counts completion 
to receiver Hansford lohnson 
for a first down to the 42, the 
ensuing false start penalty 
moved the ball back five more 
yards. Three plays later. Counts' 
pass was intercepted by Syniker 
Taylor, who then proceeded to 
carry the ball 44 yards inside the 
Ml 10. This set up the Ole Miss 
field goal. 

"We had opportunities early, 
we just put ourselves in holes," 
McCollum said. "Maybe they 
were all good calls." 

In the first quarter alone, the 
Blue Raiders tallied 55 yards in 
penalties, nearly 20 more than 
Ole Miss acquired the entire 
game 

After a long stalemate, the 
MT   offense   was   unable   to 

Soccer wins in overtime 
By Steven Finley 
Staff Writer 

The Middle lennessee so< 
cer  team   barely   squeezed   by 
Appalachian State in a 4-3 vic- 
tory lastWednesday. 

The win was eerily similar to 
the previous loss to North Texas 
in which Ml scored three late 
goals to tie the contest in the 
final 20 minutes before falling 
in the overtime that followed. 

This time the Blue Raiders 
played the role of the shocked 
and frustrated victors. After 
grabbing a 3-0 lead late in the 
game, they caved in and allowed 
three goals in the span of eight 
minutes. 

"We did not play well today 
as a team. We did some positive 
things, but the overall effort was 
not good," MT head coach Scott 
Ginn said. "You have to give 
Appalachian State a lot of cred- 
it for hanging in there and not 
giving up. They played hard the 
whole game." 

MT opened the match as the 
dominant team. They assaulted 
the Lady Mountaineers with 10 
shots in each half and attacked 
with an aggressive and physical 
style that resulted in 12 first- 
half fouls. 

Forward Laura Miguez 
opened the match's scoring 
when she took an assist from 
Megan McGregor and beat 
Mountaineer goalkeeper 
Breland Meany. 

The goal was Miguez's 
fourth of the season and gave 
the Blue Raiders an early 1-0 
lead that stood until halftime. 

McGregor contributed her 
second assist when she fed 
Emily Carter five minutes into 
the second half. Carter's goal 
was her fifth and doubled the 
lead to 2-0. 

MT then seemingly put the 
nail in the coffin in the 71st 
minute when Lindsey Bopp 
scored unassisted on a shot 
from 25 yards out to give the 
Blue Raiders a three-goal lead. 

However, four minutes later, 
the Blue Raider defense col- 

lapsed and allowed three con- 
secutive goals, letting ASU tie 
the game at 3 3. 

lenniter      Rudy,       Kristin 
I uildsmith and lenniter Donald 
each scored a goal in a span of 
eight  minutes, shocking  M I 
players and fans alike. 

It looked as if the Blue- 
Raiders would be facing a sec 
ond consecutive overtime until 
the Mountaineers gave them a 
gift when they scored on their 
own goalkeeper in the 79th 
minute. 

MT buckled down and held 
ASU scoreless for the final 12 
minutes to pick up the ugly 4-3 
victory. 

"For some reason, we don't 
play well in the first half, but we 
usually come back and pla) 
good enough to tie or win in 
the second half, but that half 
was horrible," Ginn said. 

After the match, MT headed 
straight into preparations for 
the upcoming match with 
Western Kentucky. 

"There is no guarantee that 
we will go and beat Western 
Kentucky," Ginn said. "We are 
going to have to get our mind 
set by Friday or we're going to 
be in trouble." 

The Friday contest with 
WKU proved to be a hard- 
fought contest, which the Blue 
Raiders lost I -0. 

MT was unable to capitalize 
on any of several qualit) scor 
ing chances, the best ol which 
was on Miguez's attack of the 
net in the 20th minute. 

Lady Topper goalie Amy 
Uhlman tackled Miguez in the 
box and prevented the goal to 
preserve the scoreless tie. 

WKU's Kelly Frericks logged 
the game's only goal in the 69th 
minute when she beat Ml goal 
keeper Emily Shrum  from   10 
yards out. 

The Blue Raiders had ,i few 
more chances late in the match 
but were unable to convert. I he 
1-0 score withstood until the 
end, and MT fell back to .300 
again. 

The Blue Raiders, 7-7 overall 
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Emily Carter heads the ball while avoiding a defender. 

and    .   4    in    the    Nun 
Conference,  must  now 
finish the season ofl with a fun 
so they s.ui succeed in the post 

ist above the label 
the) have been given and dras- 
tk.ilb hate: mediocre.♦ 

CZ) 
Blue Raider Notebook 

By Shane 
Marquardt 
Staff Writer 

Two      weeks 
and   two   losses 

have    passed    since    the 
Middle Tennessee football 

.*"—-) team last played at home. It 
returns to challenge Sun Belt 

 Conference opponent New 
 Mexico State in a game that 

has become quite critical. 
      The last time the Blue 

Raiders   played   in   Floyd 
"Stadium  they were  unde- 
 feated   and   left    with   a 

Division I-A record in total 
 points scored. MT appears 

to have burnt their offensive 
gas in the process. It must 

look to replenish before fac- 
ing the Aggies, who arc- 
undefeated, in Sun Belt play. 

The Ground Forces: 
The Blue Raider squad 

hasn't produced a 100-yard 
rusher since Dwone Hicks lit 
up the scoreboard against 
Idaho. Since then, Hicks has 
been hampered with a ham- 
string injury, and MT has 
collected two losses and only 
one touchdown from the 
ground attack. Any chance 
at taking the Sun Belt 
Conference championship 
will depend on the running 
backs dominating the game 
against the Aggies. 

Big D: 
The Blue Raider defense 

kept the Ole Miss offense in 
check as long as it could, but 
for the second straight week 
it received little help from 
their offensive team. 

But trouble was forth- 
coming for the Ml defense 
when it asked their second- 
ary to do the majority ol the 
tackling, and it finally suc- 
cumbed to the Rebel's 
offense in the fourth quar- 
ter. The Blue Raiders will 
need production from the 
first line of defense when 
hosting an Aggie offensive 
that has faced the likes of 
Texas, Kansas State and 
Oregon State. 

All-American Watch: 
Wide   receiver   Kendall 

New son has been carrying* 
the staggering MT offense,, 
providing the  few touch- 
downs the team  has been- 
able to collect in the past 
two  weeks.  Running back" 
Dwone    Ili«.ks   has   been, 
injured and hasn't seen the 
end zone in two weeks.  It" 
will take a combined effort_ 
from the Ail-American can 
didates   to   get    the    Blue- 
Raider    offense    back    on 
track.♦ 

Blue   Raider   Notebook 
appears   every   Wednesday- 
during football season. 

mount a push. 
The Blue Raiders finally 

scored after a 66-yard drive, 
which was capped off by a Jason 
lohnson pass to Kendall 
Newson. This cut the Rebel lead 
to three with time running 
down in the second quarter. Ole 
Miss answered with a long 
drive, and finished the half with 
just a 10 point lead during their 
homecoming game. 

Following a Brian Kelly field 
goal for MT, the Raiders trailed 
by only seven, but that's when 
the flood gates opened. The 
defense wore down, as Ole Miss 
dominated in time of posses- 
sion in both halves of the game. 

lohnson finished the day 11 - 
of-25 for 115 yards and a touch- 
down. 

Conference play resumes as 
MT hosts New Mexico State on 
Saturday.* 

Volleyball 
wins one, 
loses one 
By Erich Heinlein 
Staff Writer 

Middle Tennessee beat con- 
ference foe South Alabama 3-1 
Friday and lost to another con- 
ference foe, New Orleans, 3-2 
Saturday to drop their record 
to 6-13 and 2-7 in the Sun Belt 
Conference. 

In the first game of the 
South Alabama match, MT 
scored the first two points on a 
USA attack error followed by a 
Katie Thiesen kill on an assist 
from Goldie Bilyeu. USA then 
scored the next two points, 
eventually tying the game to at 
4. 

MT then ran away with the 
rest of the match, leading by as 
much as 10 (17-7), and USA 
got as close as five, (25-20). 
The Lady Raiders ran away 
with the game, taking it 30-23. 

In the second game, MT 
took the first four points, the 
first three of which were kills 
by Erin Hillstrom and Thiesen. 
Bilyeu got the assist on all four 
of these points. 

As the game progressed, the 
Lady Raiders' lead continued 
to climb, and they led by as 
much as 15 (27-12) and as lit- 
tle as six (12-6). The Lady 
Raiders won the second game 
30-15. 

The third game was almost 
an exact repeat of the first 
when MT took the first two 
points, both of which were a 
result of Karisse Baker kills. 
Bilyeu assisted on both of these 
kills, fust like the first game, 
the game eventually hit a 4-4 
tie. 

However, after the 4-4 tie, 
neither team took a lead of 
more than two points, until 
USA took the lead at 16-19 on 
a kill. USA outscored MT 12-8 
the rest of the way and won the 
game 31-24. 

The fourth game stayed 
close with neither team grab- 
bing a lead of more than two 
until MT look the lead 13-10 
on a Hillstrom service ace. 
After Ml took a five-point lead 
at 15-10, MT never looked 
back and went on to win the 
game 30-22. 

A big reason for this win 
was a lineup change made by 
Lad) Raiders head coach Lisa 
Kissee. Instead of running the 
6-2 that they had been running 
all season, Kissee decided to 
switch to a 5-1, putting more 
of the setting responsibilities 
on Bilyeu rather than Lady 
Raider co-captain Kelly Quinn. 
I his put Ouinn in a more 
defensive position. As a result 
ol this. Bilyeu contributed 55 
assists. 

I w as put into this game on 
defense and passing. It has 
been fun learning my new role 
this week, but also difficult," 
Quinn said. 

Stars that shone for the 
Lady Raiders were Shakeitha 
Deckard   with   23   kills  and 

See Volleyball, 11 


