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Football squad shows improvement in every area 
by Chuck Cavalaris 

Sports Editor 

The grueling experience of 
spring practice is past. 

Saturday morning was the last of 
five pre-season game-type scrim- 
mages for four months. 

Head Coach Ben Hurt said the 
difference between this year and 
last was amazing. He mentioned 
looking for depth this year while he 
was deciding who would start and 
where last year. 

But perhaps most optimistic of all 
is offensive co-ordinator Bobby 
Baldwin. He says that "overall we 
are greatly improved." There are 
two reasons why. 

"We are a year older and more 
experienced, and we are running 
exactly the same offense we ran last 
year, so the carry-over value is 
great," the moderator of the best 
offense in the conference last year 
said. 

Due to an extensive off season 
conditioning program, the entire 
team is "bigger, stronger and 
faster'' than the one that went 4-7 a 
year ago. 

That includes the Ohio Valley 
Conference's Player of the Year in 
1975-Mike Moore. 

"He is 18 pounds heavier and a 
tenth of a second faster in the 
40-yard dash," Baldwin said. 

Returning junior quarterback 
Mike Robinson is picked to be one 
of ' 'the top two quarterbacks in the 
league," Baldwin predicted. 

With a possible average of 6-2, 
230 on the offensive line, Coach 
Monty Crook thinks "we will be 
more capable of establishing the 
line of scrimmage, with five players 

who have earned a starter's role." 

Jack Fuqua should open the 
season at tight end (his hand is in a 
cast at present) and receiver coach 
Myers Parsons says "the receivers 
will have more speed with Jeff 
Shockley and Elmo Wilson in 
there." 

This year the defensive line ' 'will 
be able to line up with anyone 
MTSU plays," Coach Ray Hughes 
said. 

Though it has been plagued with 

injuries, the defensive line could 
possibly be the most improved area 
next year. Newcomer Morris Bell 
joins Kim Bankston, Reggie Bell 
and Eddie Wright to form the front 
wall. 

Six athletes are currently battling 
it out for a starting berth in the 
linebacking corps, headed by 
lettermen Tony Buck, Andra 
Bullock and James Isabell. 

Discovering some depth in the 
defensive backfield brightened the 

spring activity. 

Returning starters Ronnie Cecil, 
Johnny Carver and Stan Murphy 
will be back to form the most 
veteran unit on defense. 

Coach Jim Sypult said that a key 
to success in the 1976 season will be 
the ability of Carver and Murphy to 
recover from knee surgery. 

Middle Tennessee opens the 
season on Sept. 4 at Dudley Field in 
Nashville against Tennessee State 
University. 

Raiders race down home stretch at Fisk 
by Ed Arning 

Assistant Sports Editor 

Heading down the home stretch 
with the OVC's Western Division 
crown tucked away, the Blue 
Raiders baseball team will head for 
Nashville today to battle the Fisk 
Bulldogs. 

Freshman Mike Graham will put 
his 2-1 record on the line as he 
takes the mound for MTSU. 

Over the weekend, the Raiders 
upped their OVC record to 10-2 as 
they split a twinbill with Austin 
Peay in Clarksville, winning the 
first game 9-4 and losing the second 
6-3. 

While MTSU was splitting with 
the Governors, Morehead was 
doing likewise with Tennessee 
Tech. 

But Morehead's win was of a 
little bit more importance as it 
clinched the OVC's Eastern 
Division championship for them. 

MTSU will host Morehead in a 
best  two-of-three  series  here  on 

University Bookstore 
"The Student's Store" 

May 10 and 11 for the Ohio Valley 
Conference championship. 

In the first game at Austin Peay, 
the Raiders connected for three 
homeruns. Denton Peters and 
Danny Moore smacked two-run 
blasts and Ricky Wheeler added a 
solo shot. 

MTSU's Bob Hardin picked up 
his fifth win in six decisions as he 
went the distance, allowing nine 
hits, striking out three and walking 
five. 

"We hit real well in the first 
game and Hardin pitched well," 
Assistant Coach Steve Peterson 
said. 

The Raiders jumped out to an 
early 6-0 lead and went on to pound 
out 15 hits. 

In the second game the MTSU 
bats were silenced as the 
Governors' John Sarver tossed a 
four-hitter. 

Randy Leindecker slipped to 2-3 
on the year as he took the loss, 
going the first three innings. 

"Steve Smith pitched good in 
relief as he did not allow a run in 
two and two-thirds innings," 
Peterson said. 

Last Thursday MTSU ripped 
Tennessee State 12-3 on the 
Raiders' diar ..nd, avenging an 
earlier loss in Nashville. 

Held hitless for the first four 
innings, the Raiders exploded for 

six runs on four hits in the fifth as 
they batted around. 

MTSU added three runs in the 
sixth and eighth innings as Tommy 
Anderton posted his second win in 
three decisions. 

MTSU's game against Union, 
scheduled for last night in Jackson, 
was cancelled due to the fact that 
they could not prepare their field in 
time for the contest. 

"I do not feel that our players 
will have a letdown now because 
they know that every team is out to 
beat us," Peterson said as he 
reflected on the fact that the 
Raiders have only five opponents 
remaining on the schedule. 

Braves Home Games 
April: 18— Los Angeles; 20-21—San 

Francisco; 30—Philadelphia. 
May: 1-2—Philadelphia; 4-5-6—St. 

Louis; 11-12—New York; 14-15[2)-16— 
Montreal; 28-29-30[2]—Houston; 31— 
San Diego. 

June: 1-2—San Diego; 11-12-13— 
Pittsburgh; 18-19(2)-20— Chicago; 21-22 
—Houston; 23-24—Montreal. 

July: 5-6-7—Pittsburgh; 8-9-10-11— 
New York;23-24(2|-25—Cincinnati; 26- 
27-28—Los Angeles. 

August: 2-3-4—San Diego; 5-6-7-8[2]— 
San Francisco; 13-14-15—St. Louis; 
23-24-25—Philadelphia; 31—Chicago. 

September: 1—Chicago; 3-4-5—Cln- 
clnnati;14 -15-16 Houston; 17-18-19— 
Los Angeles; 24-25-26—San Diego; 
28-29—San Francisco 

NIGHT SPECIALS—"* 
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• Jumbo Oyster Plate—$300 
(served with fries, coleslaw, and hushpuppies) 

• Catfish Plate 
$2.25 

(served with fries, coleslaw, 
and hushpuppies) 

• Lobster Dainties 
$5.95 RW.JW. 

(served with baked potato and tossed salad) 

ATFISH 
SHANNY 
893-6623 

1-24 
at U.S. 231 
Murfranboro 
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