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Bisset gives sensitive portrayal 
By CAREY MOORE 

Staff Writer 
The last important year for 

what are generally regarded as 
"women's films" was 1977, the 
year of "The Turning Point," 
"Julia." and "An Unmarried 
Woman." 

All these were critical and 
commercial successes, causing 
many to anticipate the coming 
of a trend. Somehow, that was 
never realized. In the last four 
years, few —if any, important 
films about women have been 
made. 

"RICH AND Famous" does 
not signal a return to the 
forgotten trend, but it is a film 
of depth and sensitivity which 
portrays women in roles usually 
taken by men. 

Merry Noel Blake (Candice 
Bergen) and Liz Hamilton 
(Jacqueline Bisset) are college 
pals in the early '60s. After 
graduation. Merry Noel's 
marriage takes her to California, 
and Liz's talent takes her to 
fame as a writer. 

The film chronicles their 
friendship over the next two 
decades, examining each as she 
grows and matures. The 
audience is shown in five-year 
intervals the changes in the 
professional and personal lives of 
Liz and Merry Noel through 
middle age: changes in careers. 

Candance Bergen and Jacqueline Bisset star in the George Cukor 

directed film "Rich and Famous." 

locations, husbands, and lovers. 
THE STORY treats tin- two 

with a great love. The dif- 
ferences in their characters are 
noted, often making one \\ onder 
how two people with such 
diverse personalities could ever 
have become friends. and 
especially wonder how they 
could stay friends. 

Then the story turns around 
and  reveals  the true love  and 
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intimacy between them which is 
the bond holding them together 
lor so long. 

The screenplay, by Cerald 
Ayres. doesn't make them look 
like lesbians or silly college girls. 
It carefully balances drama and 
comedy, defining each more 
clearly and allowing them to 
grow as characters throughout 
the film. 

ONLY ON a few occasions 
does the script take uneven or 
unexpected turns. But even 
then, it is redeemed by a funny 
or stirring line of dialogue. 

George Cukorreturns to 
directing with all the skills 
which made him a champion 
director in years past. His earlier 
films include such classics as 
"Pat and Mike," "Gaslight." and 
"The Philadelphia Story." 

His handling of such con- 
temporary material is eon- 
temporary in itself. He can, 
when warranted, sit back and 
let the action unfold before (he 
camera.   But  when  it  is called 

1002 Memorial Blvd. 
(across from Jones Car Wash) 

Steaks 
Frog Legs 
Sandwiches 
Draft Beer 
Busch 

•Seafood 
•Chicken 
•Pizza 
•Budweiser 
• Michelob 

The finest gameroom in town. 
Enjoy our large screen T. V. 

Hours: 11 a.m.-midnight 7 days Sun.-Sat. 

8 till close Specials 

foi, he moves the camera with 
great grace,taking the viewer 
deeper into the situation, 
drawing the viewer closer to 
Merry Noel and Liz. 

JACQUELINE Bisset is 
wonderful as Liz, the more 
serious of the pair. Her eyes and 
voice alone convey the sense of 
frustration and searching which 
are always about the character. 

And Bisset sphysical skill is 
brought out here. Several of her 
mannerisms and movements are 
perfect for high comedy. One is 
merely reluctant to laugh out 
loud at anything she does 
because of her character's 
pathos. 

Candice Bergen, on the other 
hand, is far from wonderful in 
the role of Merry Noel. The 
airhead who rises to fame is too 
complex a character for such a 
limited actress. Bergen begins by- 
playing her strictly as a dum- 
bass, then makes her an ob- 
noxious dumbass, relying on 
waving hands and shrieks to get 
her through the film. 

AS SCRIPTED, Merry Noel is 
a rich, wonderful character. 
Someone, anyone, of greater 
talent should have been cast. 

Particularly irritating is 
Bergen's hokey Southern accent. 
Sometimes she uses it, sometimes 
she seems to have forgotten it. It 
would have been best had she 
left it alone altogether. 

If a few more films of the 
substance and depth of "Rich 
and Famous" are released, the 
clamor about "women's films" 
may begin again, as it did when 
the aforementioned films were 
released. 

"Rich and Famous" iscer- 
tainly good enough to renew 
such a trend. 
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John   Wayne   plays   the   outlaw   in   the   1939   film   classic 

"Stagecoach." 

'Stagecoach' arrives 
This Wednesday at 7 p.m. the 

MTSU Film Society is showing 
the epic western Stagecoach, 
directed by John Ford and 
starring John Wayne. 

This 1939 classic has all the 
action and thrills expected of a 
great western with spectacular 
scenery. But it also delves into 
the problems and emotions of 
the characters, creating a real 
feeling for them, something 
often left out in this genre of 
film. John Wayne is at his best as 

outlaw Johnny Ringo. 
The film also features Andy 

Devine. Claire Trevor, and an 
Oscar-winning performance by 
Thomas Mitchell as a drunken 
doc-tor. 

The film will be shown in 
LRC Room 221 (the multi- 
media room). 

Admission is free, but 
donations are gratefully ac- 
cepted and will be used to pay 
for future films. 

This week's movies 
This week's area films. 
HICKORY HOLLOW 1-2-3: 
"Rich and Famous": 

Reviewed this issue. 
"Only When I Laugh": Neil 

Simon's latest comedy about an 
alcoholic actress and her 
daughter recently reunited and 
learning to adjust to one 
another. 

"Mommie Dearest": Fa ye 
Dunaway's impression of Joan 
Crawford. An utterly yucky 
movie. 

HICKORY HOLLOW 4-5-6: 
"Arthur": This summer's 

surprise. A light-hearted love 
story about a sot who has to 
choose between a hefty 
inheritance     and     true     love. 
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Starring   Dudley   Moore.    Liza 
Minelli. and John Gielgud. 

"Southern Comfort": Walter 
Hills gut-wrenching story of a 
group of soldiers trapped in the 
Louisiana bayou, lost and 
stalked by a bunch of upset 
Cajuns. 

"True Confessions": Suj)erb 
|>erforinanees by Robert DeNiro 
and Robert Duvall in 
JolmCregory Dullness often 
uneven tale of two brothers— 
one a priest, the other a cop— 
whose paths cross when 
authorities investigate the 
murder of a porn actress. 

MARTIN TWIN:. 
"Paternity": Burt Reynold's 

latest "comedy" about a middle- 
aiied man looking for a surrogate 
mother. At least he doesn't 
w reck too many cars in this one. 

"So Fine": A Ryan O'Neal 
vehicle about a cFothmg com- 
pany which sells jeans without 
pockets. You see. the pockets 
ripped and people*! butts show 
through. Sounds reallv funnv, 
huh? 

CINEMA ONE: 
"Heavy Metal": Animated 

tales from the magazine of the 
same name. Animation fans love 
it. Normal people probably 
won't. Six vignettes full of sex 
and gore. 

UNIVERSITY CENTER: 
"Stir Crazy": The Film 

Committee has continued its 
love affair with Richard Pryor 
by showing another of his films. 
This mildly funny farce features 
Pryor and Gene Wilder as two 
guys breaking out of prison. 
Showing today. 

"Scavenger Hunt": A giant 
mess about a bunch of people 
looking for a bunch of things. 
Showing tomorrow and 
Thursda\. 
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