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Men face high-speed offense 
By Jon Leffew 
srait Writer 

The Middle Tennessee men's bas- 
ketball team will look to win its sec- 
ond straight game Thursday, travel- 
ing to Denton, Texas, to take on the 
University of North Texas. 

Vfter defeating the Florida 
International University ilolden 
Panthers by one point last Saturday, 
the Blue Raiders will look to climb 
back above .500 with a win on 
Thursday. 

The Mean I ireen started out con- 
ference play by going 4-1 in their 
first five games and currently stand 
al 5-4 in the conference, good 
enough for a second-place tie in the 
Sun Belt Conference's Western divi- 
sion. 

Despite the success ol the Mean 
(Ireen, the Blue Raiders feel they can 
be successful in Demon. 

Mike Dean, who hit the winning 
tree throw to clinch Mi's victory at 
111', feels defense will be a key factor 
m Thursday - game. 

I think it' we go in and defend, 
especially alter three good days ol 
practice, thai we will be successful,'' 
Dean said. 

Defense could be tough in 
Demon, however, as UNT averages 

points per game and is led by 
three different players who average 
double figures. 

Shawnson lohnson, a 6-foot-9- 
inch I ound senior forward 
from Shreveport, La., is leading the 
team in three different statistical cat- 

lohnson is averaging 12.8 
points p ; game, 8.1 rebounds per 
game an icks per game, all 

:is. 

;iu these numbers, lohnson 
aKo leads the team m turnovers.. 
I his leads several other Blue Raiders 
to believe that defense will be a key 
for success on Thursday. 

"II we s.in hold them to fewer 
than 40 percent from the held, like 
we've done on the road to most 
teams so lar this season, then we can 
be successful," MT guard Bryan 
Smithson said. 

Ml will have to defend two othei 
Mean (Ireen offensive players. 

I eonard Hopkins, a 6-foot-3- 
inch junior guard is second on the 
team in points per game with 12 
points per game. 

lerome Roger- averages 10.9 
points per game and also leads the 
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MT forward Keith Christmas goes up against University of 
Arkansas-Little Rock's Darius Eason Jan. 17.  UALR won 68-66. 

team in assists per game with 2.3. 
On Saturday, the team will come 

home to Murfreesboro to host the 
1 >enver Pioneers. 

I he Pioneers are currently 5-4 in 
the SBC, tied for second in the 
Western division with L'NI and 
New Orleans. 

Led by two players who average 
double    figures    in    points,    ilu 

Pioneers will look to become the 
fourth SBC team this season to 
defeat the Blue Raiders in Murphy 
(A-nter. 

1 nk Ben/el, a junior guard, leads 
the team with a 15.6 points per game 
average, while senior center Brett 
Starkey is second on the team in 
points per game I 12.0) and first in 
rebounds 17.6). ♦ 

Horton, Lady Raiders 
host North Texas tonight 
By Jerry Wilkinson 
Sports Editor 

The Lady Raiders will 
host Sun Belt Conference 
rival University of North 
Texas tonight at 7 p.m. in 
Murphy Center. 

MT is hoping to extend 
their winning streak to two 
and improve their SBC 
record to 6-3. Overall, the 
Lady Raiders lead the SBC 
in outscoring their oppo- 
nents by 8.1 points per 
game. 

Last week, MT forward 
Krystle Horton was named 
SBC Player of the Week for 
her performances against 
Western Kentucky and 
Florida International 
University. Her improved 
play could give the team 
momentum before going 
into the Sun Belt tourna- 
ment, which will be held in 
Bowling Green, Ky., March 
6-9. 

Horton scored an aver- 
age of 22 points and was 
66.7 percent from the field. 

The Lady Eagles' overall 
record stands at 9-12 and 
5-4 in the SBC. They have 
been outscored by their 
opponents by an average of 
14.1 points. 

The Lady Eagles are led 
by Kim Blanton, a 6-foot - 
1-inch senior out of 
Henderson, Texas. Blanton 
leads the team in scoring 
with 225 points so far this 
season and a field goal per- 
centage of .431. 

Last year, Blanton 
recorded a season high 8 
rebounds against MT. 
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MT's Krystle Horton, a Murfreesboro native, 
was named SBC Player of the Week this week. 

Offensively, the Lady 
Eagles may have some 
problems against the Lady 
Raider defense with Ml 
recording I 1.5 steals per 
game. 

The Lady Raiders are in 
second place  in the  SB( 

Eastern division, trailing 
Arkansas state University 

UNT is tied for sec- 
ond in the SBC Western 
division with the 
University  of   Louisiana- 
I afayette.4 

Do you know what 

Operation 
Full House 

YOU'LL KNOW IF YOU READ 

SIDELINES NEXT MONDAY 

Community Amenities 
* (ivmnasium with basketball court and fitness center 
* Clubhouse with movie theater, TV lounge & study room 
?<"-   (>amc room with billiards, air hockey & fbosball 
'K    Computer room with internet access ami printers 

* Swimming pool ami heath volleyball 
*■   Located near campus with plenty of parking 

Apartment Features 

* Fully-etpiipped kitchen (dishwasher, microwave & disposal) 
* Cable TV is included and high-speed internet is available 
* Private bedrooms and baths 

* Utility 
allowance 

* Washer & 
diver included 
in unit 

Contact Information 

1-866-801-8377 
campuspointemtsuftf lanecompany.com 

r=j www .campus-pnintc.com 

ADAMSANDLER   DREWBARRYMORE 

Imagine having to win over 

the girl of your dreams:.. 

every f riggin' day. 
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