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Sports 
Taylor and Tech 
hand Blue Raiders 
seventh straight loss 

By MIKE JONES 
Sports Editor 

COOKEVILLE — Disappointment. 
It was written all over the face of MTSU head coach Stan 

Simpson after the Blue Raiders fell here Saturday night by the 
final score of 82-67 to Tennessee Tech in front of 5,013 weather- 
beaten fans, the largest crowd of the year for the Golden Eagles. 

THE LOSS was the seventh straight for the Raiders, their fifth 
loss in the Ohio Valley Conference. MTSU now owns a 3-10 
overall record. 

Tech evened their OVC mark at 2-2, coming off a Friday night 
loss to league-leader Murray State. The Golden Eagles are now 7- 
6 overall. 

"We just had a few little breakdowns that cost us a chance to 
win the ball game," Simpson said afterward. "The group that we 
had in during the second half of the game gave us a much better 
effort than the group we had in there the first half." 

SIMPSON was referring to the smaller lineup the Raiders used 
in the secondhalf, a lineup which saw little playing time from the 
post players. 

"Our post people were not carrying out their assignments," 
Simpson explained. "Coach Hopkins and Coach Crawford had 
them [the post players] prepared, but they didn't do what they 
were supposed to." 

Post play was indeed one of the key factors in the loss, with 
Tech's 6-foot-8 Steve Taylor, a graceful lefthander, doing a great 
deal of damage inside. He scored 18 points for the winners, with a 
bundle of buckets coming on his patented, lofty jump hook. 

"STEVE Taylor was the big difference in the game. He got the 
big play when they needed it," said Simpson. 

One of the bright spots in the loss for the Raiders was the play 
of junior forward Doug Lipscomb, who showed the elder 
leadership that Simpson has been searching for. Lipscomb led the 
Raider assault with 18 points and yanked down 14 rebounds. 

"Doug Lispcomb showed tremendous leadership," Simpson 
said of the 6-foot-6 forward out of Gainesville, Ga. "I was really 
excited about his play." 

THE RAIDERS also managed to up their field goal percentage 
from the past few games, shooting 45.3 percent for the game and 
hitting over 50 percent in the second half. MTSU shot a poor 34.2 
percent against Akron, and an even worse 26.2 percent against 
Youngstown State. 

MTSU trailed at halftime, 38-29. The Raiders cut the Tech 
lead to six several times in the second half, but Steve Taylor and 
company came back on every occasion and exploded to regain a 
substantial margin. 

The last minute saw complete domination by the Golden 
Eagles after a Steven Kite breakaway slam dunkput the fans in a 
frenzy and Tech up by 12. They never looked back. 

TECH WAS also helpedin scoringfrom guardDanny Schultz, 
who had 18 points to share the scoring lead with Taylor. The 
freshmanKitedumped in 11 points for the victorious Eagles. 

LaRae Davis had 12 to fall behind Lipscomb in scoring honors, 
while a trio of Raiders had eight each. 
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Lady Raider guard Sherry Smith (30) tosses up a shot against 
Tennessee Tech last Saturday night while Cyndi Lindley (43) 
looks on. 

Lady Raiders down 
Vanderbilt; slip by 
Tennessee Tech 

MTSU's Lady Raiders upped their record to 9-3 last night by 
downing the Lady Commodores of Vanderbilt, 86-80. Details of 
the game were unavailable at press time. 

By MIKE JONES 
Sports Editor 

COOKEVILLE — The Lady Raiders and Tennessee Tech's 
Golden Eaglettes tangled Saturday night, and when the clawing 
had ceased and the smoke had cleared, MTSU strode from the 
wreckage with a 74-72 win. 

In just about every sport in which the two schools compete, the 
rivalry is intense. The Saturday afternoon encounter was no 
exception. 

"I JUST don't know what to say," an exceptionally happy 
Larry Inman said after his ladies had scrapped to the win. "I'm 
just so proud of them. We had the pressure shots and hit them 
when we had to." 

It was pressure shots up and down the line all night long for 
both teams, and when the Lady Raiders jumped out to a five- 
point lead with 7:16 left to play, the fighting had just begun. 

Two minutes later, the Golden Eaglettes had tied the score on a 
Dee Davis jumper. Then, after hitting the front end of a one-and- 
one free-throw attempt, Tech had a one-point lead. 

AFTER A Lady Raider timeout, Jennifer McFall and Eva 
Lemeh banged in consecutive shots to put MTSU up by three, 
with only 4:30 remaining. The Lady Raiders would not 
relinquish the lead again. 

The two squads exchanged buckets down the stretch, but it was 
the pressure free throws that gave the game to the Lady Raiders. 

Holly Hoover, Jennifer McFall and Eva Lemeh all hit crucial 
free throws in the last minute to nail the coffin lid shut on the 
Eaglettes. 

THE TWO teams were evenly matched all the way through the 
game. Both Tech and MTSU shot almost the same from the field, 
hitting 41.7 percent and 42.9 percent, respectively; and. from the 
free-throw stripe, Tech hit 78.6 percent and the Lady Raiders 80 
percent. 

McFall took the scoring honors for Inman's squad, knocking in 
20 points. Hoover had 15, while Lemeh and Cyndi Lindley had 
12 apiece. McFall led all rebounders with 11 boards. 

Tennessee Tech was led by guard Anita Myers with 27 points, 
while Davis had 12. Lydia Sawney, who scored 10 points, fouled 
out in the final seconds. 

Harper and Edwards pace track women 
By MAT "CHILI" WILLIAMS 

Sports Writer 
The MTSU women's track 

team took to the oval racing 
surface at Murphy Center this 
past weekend to host the Lady 
Raider Invitational Track 
Meet. 

Although    no   team   scores 

were officially tabulated, the 
Lady Raiders, under the 
guiding hand of coach James 
Key, recorded two first-place 
finishes. 

ANGELA Harper, a junior 
from Beddingfield High School 
in Wilson, N.C., won the long 
jump   with   a   leap   of   17-8. 

Wilson is the town that 
produced former Raider 
jumping great Greg Artis. 

Harper is aiming for the 
national qualifying mark of 19- 
11 and feels she can obtain her 
goal. 

"I've been practicing during 
the holidays on the long jump, 

Lloyd, others place in Eastman 

Head basketball coach Stan 
"Ramrod" Simpson and the 
Blue Raiders are on the road 
playing Samford tonight in 
Birmingham, Ala. 

The Raiders will be looking 
to pick up a victory in the wake 
of Saturday's loss to Tennessee 
Tech,   MTSU's   tenth   of   the 
season. 

By KEVIN WEST 
Sports Writer 

Coach Dean Hayes and the 
Blue Raiders began their 1983 
track season last weekend with 
the Eastman Invitational in 
Johnson City. 

It   wasn't   a   very   large   or 

deciding meet, but it was an 
important building block for 
the nine members that Coach 
I laves took to the meet. 

TRIPLE-JUMPER Eddie 
Lloyd, a native of Chicago 
Heights. 111., and collegiate 
Ail-American,     placed     third 

Prepare team for Olympics now: McGuire 
If something isn't done now, 

the United States could find 
itself in a possible Dunkirk 
situation when the 1984 
Olympics roll around. 

There is no way we can win 
the gold medal in basketball 
under the present rules, and if 
we don't wake up quick we 
might not even make the final 
four. 

A number of things must be 
done. 

I BELIEVE, first of all, for 
us to win the gold in Los 
Angeles in '84, we must put a 
team together now for the 
summer of 1983. 

Take the outstanding juniors 
and sophomores from all over 
the country, and send them to 
Europe for a 12- to 14-game 
tour. That way they can get a 
feel for European rules, and 
U.S. Olympic Team Coach 
Bobby Knight can get a 
working unit. 

Basketball, especially at that 
level, is not a one-on-one thing, 
but a team game. 

WE CANT be Park Avenue 
if we continue to do things the 
way we do now. We can't just 
have Olympic tryouts, have the 
coaches bring in 60 kids for 
workouts and practice games 
in June of '84 figuring they'll be 
ready for the Europeans in Los 
Angeles by August. 

The Miller Brewing 
Company sponsors a great 
Olympic training facility in 
Colorado Springs where 
athletes in all sports can train 
and learn ways to improve. But 

we need even more in 
basketball. We need a tuneup 
tour in 1983 so our players will 
already be experienced when 
they show up in tryout camp in 
June of 1984. 

Second, the National 
Basketball Association has to 
postpone its 1984 draft until 
after the Olympics. 

BY DOING it that way, the 
best kids won't be professional 
and the Ralph Sampsons and 
Rodney McCrays of the world 
will be available to play. The 
NBA must have its '84 draft in 
August, after the Olympics are 
over. 

To go with that, we've also 
got to get a commitment from 
the blue-chip athletes. We've 
got to know if certain guys are 
going to go hardship, that if a 
guy like Patrick Ewing takes 
the tour in the summer of '83, 
he'll keep the back-room 
lawyers away and still be 
around to play the next year, 
without going hardship. 

Today, there are three teams 
better than the U.S., that is, if 
we were to just put up our 
present all-star team as in the 

past. 
IN 1980, Yugoslavia was the 

Olympic gold medal winner; 

Italy was second and Russia 
was third. Those three teams 
are all better than any college 
team in the country right now. 

I know. Summer before last 
I coached in Italy for 12 games, 
against Yugoslavia, Russia, 
Italy, Brazil and Spain. I saw- 
how good they are. 

It's not that our basketball 
team has gotten softer, it's just 
that its grown so fast in other 
countries. Basketball is a big 
propaganda tool in Europe, 
second only to soccer. It's 
definitely on the upswing. 

A GOOD example of what 
I'm talking about are the 
recent U.S. tours by the 
Yugolslavian and Russian 
teams. Look at their records: 
10-5, 11-4, something like that. 
And they were playing Indiana 
in Bloomington one night, 
Iowa the next, going all over 
the place. 

What the Yugoslavians and 
Russians did was impressive. 
They came over here suffering 
from jet lag, played 12 games 
in 20 days, went from one time 
zone to another and played 
under our officials, balls and 
courts, and they still won two- 
thirds of their games! 

All that, even though I'm 
sure they never quite got the 
sync. The point is, when they 
come to Los Angeles for the 
Gold, they'll be rested and 
ready. And we'll be playing by 
their rules. 

SEE,     that's     what     most 

people don't understand. In 
the Olympics, there are no 
NCAA rules used. You go by 
World Federation Rules. 

The 30-second clock will be 
in, and the rim is playable. 
That is, any ball, after it hits 
the eye in the rim, is for 
anybody to go after. There is 
no invisible cylinder or line. 
You can take the ball right off 
the rim. 

Plus, the foul line is much 
wider on the base. It goes out 
diagonally from the foul line to 
the corners. The European 
game is a much more physical 
game, not called as close, and 
it's much faster because the refs 
don't handle the ball. After a 
basket, a player grabs the ball 
and takes it out. 

THE SAD part is that we 
haven't had exposure to all this 
because we didn't participate 
in the 1980 Olymics in 
Moscow. We haven't played 
since Montreal in 1976, when 
coach Dean Smith helped the 
U.S. win the gold. 

So that's the program. Get 
the commitment from the blue- 
chip players and the NBA, get 
the European tour set up and 
find a way to compensate our 
athletes for their time on the 
tour. That's what we've go to 
do if we want to give Bobby 
Knight a chance to win at all. 

—WELCOME— 
to WUer lime 

with a jump of 53-3, which was 
good enough to be considered 
as a possible NCAA qualifier. 

Kenny Nesbitt, a transfer 
student, also turned in a fine 
performance in the 440-yard 
run. Nesbitt finished in fifth 
place with a time of 47.96, just 
a few tenths of a second off 
from being considered for the 
NCAA. 

Coach Hayes took a mile- 
relay team to the meet, which 
included Gary Mitchell, Herb 
Newton, Tim Johnson and 
Kenny Nesbitt. The group of 
speedsters ran an impressive 
3.13 mile relay, but were 
disqualified for a lane 
violation. 

There were more than a 
hundred participants at the 
meet, including such names as 
Heisman Trophy-winner 
Herschel Walker and world- 
class speedster Harvey Glance. 

On January 22, the MTSU 
team comes home for a five- 
way meet with Furman, 
Georgia Tech, Western 
Kentucky and Illinois State. It 
will get under way at noon 
inside Murphy Center. 

and I'm shooting for the  19- 
foot range," Harper explained. 

COACH  KEY was pleased 

with Harper's performance. 
"Angela looked really good," 

Key said. "If her step had been 
down she could have gone 18 
feet." 

Another winner for the Lady 
Raiders was freshman Cecelia 
Edwards, a product of nearby 
Murfreesboro Oakland High 
School. Edwards took first 
place in the 60-yard hurdles 
with a time of 8.5 seconds. 

"CECELIA WAS a big 
surprise," Key said. "She was 
not recruited. I found her 
working in the athletic 
department on a work-study 
program. She had run some 
track in high school, seemed 
excited and came on out. She 
looked really good." 

Others who placed high in 
the meet included Vicky Wells 
and Robin Moses, who finished 
second and third respectively 
in the two-mile run. 

Key, who is also the women's 
cross-country coach, was 
somewhat displeased with the 
overall performance of the 
squad. 

"I WAS A bit disappointed 
that we were not in as good a 
shape as I had hoped. We have 
our start now and will build on 
what we've done." 

Coach Key is hoping to land 
his troop in the prestigious 
Mason-Dixon Games on Jan. 
29 in Louisville, in preparation 
for the rigors of the tough OVC 
competition that lies ahead. 
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Lady Raider head coach Larry  Inman  and 
Cummings scout the action against Tennessee 

assistant 
Tech. 
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