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Mean age for college students on the rise 
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Sarah Tunks doesn't seem like a 
campus revolutionary. 

She sees herself as just another 
freshman studying computers at Macomb 
Community College in Michigan, trying to 
get herself ready for the 21st century. 

But Tunks is 79 years old—one of a 
growing number of nontraditional college 
students whose increasing presence has 
forced curriculum adjustments at schools 
nationwide. 

Tunks is older than most, but doesn't 
feel the least bit out of place. 

"I get along all right with young 
people" she said this month. More night 
and weekend classes, and "distance 
learning," the use of computers or other 
technology for off-campus classes. 

Older students learn better when 
started with specifics that broaden to the 
general, just the opposite of the traditional 
college lecture. 

More work-related programs for 
students who are focused on what they 

need to advance, rather than a broad, 
liberal arts curriculum. 

The Internet opening the possibility of 
the "virtual university," allowing 
students to take classes at home. Some 
educators are predicting the Internet's 
affect on education will be as profound as 
the automobile's effect on society. 

If higher education doesn't meet the 
changes demanded by these older 
learners, employers, said David Adamany, 
outgoing president of Detroit's Wayne 
State University where the average 
student is almost 29 years old. 

"We already have vast amounts of 
money being spent in the workplace on 
training and I think the next step will be 
additional amounts spent on education 
that looks like what colleges and 
universities have traditionally done," 
Adamany said. 

"We could lose a great share of the 
higher education market. And it would 
mean     a     significant    redundancy, 
duplication of costs, in the economy." 

On top of these changes, colleges and 
universities are struggling with another 

aspect of educating older students: It's 
expensive. 

Most nontraditional students attend 
classes part-time. But they still need 
the  full   range  of services  such  as 
counseling, admissions and libraries. 
Night classes increase the strain on 
buildings and utilities. Telephone 
registration, off-campus classes and 
commuter parking all drive up costs. 

A nontraditional student is "a full-time 
consumer of services, but a part-time 
payer of tuition," Adamany said. 

Despite the problems, nontraditional 
students also offer opportunity, 
particularly for urban universities such as 
Wayne. 

"Institutions that adapt to 
nontraditional students are going to 
emerge as leaders," Adamany said. "We're 
going to see the emergence of a second set 
of prestige institutions that have shifted 
the focus ... from teaching to learning." 

Visit the Freep, the World Wide Web 
site of the Detroit Free Press, at 
http://www. freep.com. 

Accommodating learning disabled students 
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Somnolent Samantha was described as 
a student with an auditory processing 
learning disability who demanded 
extended test times, copies of lecture 
notes and a guarantee to sit in the front of 
the class. She even told administrators 
that they may have to accommodate her 
tendency to fall asleep in class. 

She was the type of learning disabled 
ILD) student Boston University 

uient Jon Westling allegedly 
characterized as a "draft dodger"—a 
slacker taking advantage of the American 
Disabilities Act to get out of meeting 
academic requirements. In several 1995 
speeches. Samantha was held up as an 
example by Westling, who has denounced 
the "zealous advocacy of the learning 
disabilities movement.' 

Well. Samantha proved to be a fake all 
right, but not because of an LD claim. 
Westling had neglected to mention that 
Samantha did not exist; she was just a 
fictive illustration for his platform. 

Now, two years later, the most famous 
student who never was at Boston 
University has served to illustrate the 
tug-of-war that exists between educators 
who rail against watering down academic 
standards to accommodate sometimes 
hard-to-measure student disability claims 

and between LD students, who say they 
merely want the academic playing field 
leveled so they can compete, too. 

Last month a federal court ruled in 
favor of learning disabled students who 
charged Boston University with violating 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADAi    ADA   prohibits   educational 
institutions from discriminating against 
students     with     specific     learning 
disabilities. Six of the 10 students filing 
suit   were   together  awarded   nearly 
S.iO.000. 

Yet, instead of being a litmus test for 
higher education's handling of LD 
students, both sides are claiming some 
victory, and many questions about 
where to draw the line still are unclear. 

BU was found in violation largely 
because of the way in which it handled 
learning disability accommodation policy 
changes. Not able to respond to the abrupt 
reversal of procedures quickly enough, 
some LD students felt like 
victims of a bureaucratic power play. 

Until 1995, BU had a reputation as a 
leader when it came to providing 
services to LD students. In her ruling, 
U.S. District Judge Patti B. Saris 
described how the university actually 
recruited LD students through its 
Learning Disabilities Support Services 
(LDSS). LDSS screened LD students 
and, if appropriate, offered note takers. 

extended test times, support groups, taped 
textbooks and tutors. Students were 
encouraged to attend a summer program 
to help in the transition from high school 
to college. Although not required by law, 
in some cases, courses such as the Arts of 
Japan or the Anthropology of Money were 
offered as substitutes for traditional 
language or math requirements. 

But all that changed in the spring of 
1995 when, the judge says, Westling 
(then BU Provost) "discovered" these class 
substitutions were occurring. Westling 
appointed his assistant, Craig Klafter, to 
research the situation. Primarily Klafter 
wanted scientific proof that students with 
LD can not successfully study math or 
foreign language. He concluded that no 
such proof existed. 

BU also revised other policies, 
requiring LD students be retested every 
three years by experienced evaluators 
holding a specific degree or license. This 
left many students scrambling to arrange 
for retesting and for the money to cover 
the costs for these tests. These sudden 
changes, along with what students 
described as the administration's "failing 
to provide reasonable procedures for 
evaluation and review of a student's 
request for accommodations" led the 
students to file suit. 

Travel to 
Germany, 
England, 
trance, 
Italy and 

Switzerland 
3une 1998 for 20 daijs 

12 to 24 year olds 
$2289.00 

25 and above 
$2649.00 

Fee Includes: 
-Round trip transportation 

from Rashuille 
-Two meals per day 

-bodging 
-Travel to and within each 

country 
-Designated Tour Sites 

-Departure Fee 
-Registration Fee 

For further information contact 
Dr. Dianne Harper 

Dept. of Foreign [language 
898-5901 
898-2981 

Please contact by October 20 

We're proud of our students! 

Check out our WWW site: 
http://www.mtsu.edu/~specevnt 

Call us at 898-2551 

KUC Theater 
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This Academy Award Winner is the 
humorous and moving story of a 
simple postman who finds himself 
delivering letters to one of the most 
romantic poets of the twentieth 
century. Inspired by an incident in 
the life of Chilean poet and diplo- 
mat Pablo Neruda. Starring 

Massimo Troisi (a brilliant final performance), Philippe 
Noiret, and Maria Grazia Cucinotta, (color, 1995, 115 
minutes, PG, Italian with English subtitles) 

Postman 
Thursday - September 18 

Last showings tonight! 
7:00 & 9:30 pm Only $2.00!! 

MTSU Concerts members 
from Spring '97 ~ 

please come by the office and 
fill out a new membership card- 
We NEED your current phone #. 

We NEED to hear from YOU!!! 

KTSTT Concert* presents 

ficou$tic M.VL$ic 
Showcase 

Student 
Songwriter's 
Association 
Showcase 

Tuesday - September 23 
5 p.m. - K1TC Courtyard 
fRtti and OVtfif to all!! 
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STILL T.BA!! 

KUC THEATER 
All movies all showings 

only $2.00. 

NEXT WEEK - September 22/23/24/25 
Mon/Tues/Wed/Thur       7 & 9:30 p.m. 

Admission only $2.00 


