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RPGs cure winter boredom 
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A group plays Dungeons and Dragons at P.H. Duck's Bookstop on Castle Street. Dungeons and Dragons 
first became widely popular in the 60s, and has since spawned many variations and imitations. 

By Jennie Treadway/ staff 

"It's fun to act like you're 
Superman for a couple of hours," says 
Keith Kail, the general manager and 
president of Game Master Hobbies. 

Role Playing Games have been 
around since the Greek times, but it 
wasn't until the late '60's, with the 
advent of the game Dungeons & 
Dragons, that it became a trend. 

Like typical board games, RPG's 
are popular afternoon distractions. 
They involve several players and a 
few dice, along with a few accessories, 
such as maps, character figures 
andreference books. 

Unlike a board game, there is no 
board and the game is structured to 
take advantage of the imagination 
and fantasy world. Set up more like a 
drama play, there is a plot, 
characters, and even a director. 
Without a script, the players are 
given a general plot by the director 
and are free to make choices 
regarding the procession and outcome 
of the game. 

"It's interactive and very social," 
Kail said. "Generally, it engages the 
imagination more than a game like 
Monopoly." 

The games are based around 
fantasies, fairy tales and adventures, 
all of which give a break from reality, 

as Kail insisted that "it's no fun to 
pretend you're balancing a 
checkbook." 

The players get to pretend they 
are a superhero, a warrior, a knight - 
or even Luke Skywalker. 

"You make things up as you go 
along," Kail said. 

Game Master Hobbies carries all 
the parts needed for a game. Games 
range anywhere from $20 and up in 
price, depending on the amount of 
accessories desired. Some of the more 
popular games are Warhammer, 
Advanced Dungeons & Dragons, 
CyperPunk, and the all-time favorite, 
Star Wars.* 

Looking for a cheap time-killer? Try used books 
By Randy Ford/ staff 

As the temperatures drop and 
boredom grows, there is nothing more 
warming and fulfilling than picking 
up a good book. It's also exciting to 
remember that you bought the book 
for as little as a quarter or simply 
traded in those old Hardy Boys novels 
you had laying around. 

There are three used book stores 
in Murfreesboro, and Sidelines 
skimmed the covers to see what each 
had to offer. 

Book Rack, located at 122 S. Maple 
Street, is part of a national chain, but 
has plenty of down-home flavor. 

The Murfreesboro Book Rack 
franchise is owned and operated by 
Rosie Smoot, who seems willing to do 
whatever is necessary to please every 
reader who comes her way. 

Smoot creates a familiar 
atmosphere in the store's intimate 
size. Boxes and bags of books fill 
every corner. The store contains an 
extensive selection of romance books. 

Book Rack offers one-fourth the 
publisher's price for most used 
paperbacks, but offers in-store credit 
only. Smoot usually charges one-half 
the publisher's price for a book's 
resale value. 

P.H. Duck's BookStop, 310 W. 
Castle Street, feels like a book-lover's 
garage sale. The store also sells toys, 
software, collector's cards, and has a 
large assortment of comic books. 

Though the shelves are clearly 
categorized and alphabetized, there is 
a sense of disorder created by random 
stacks and piles on the floor and ash 
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Used books are piled high at P.H. Duck's Bookstop. The store sells a 
wide variety ot books, cards, software, toys and comic books. 
trays distributed throughout the 
store. The very rear aisle of the store 
is titled "Don't Know Where Else to 
Put," and contains a number of 
different subjects. 

P.H. Duck's BookStop is the only 
store open on Sunday, but it does 
close on Mondays. 

The store's owner, Darlene 
McDonnell issues in-store trade only, 
and offers one-fourth the cover price 
in most cases. The resale value is 
half the cover price. One weekend a 
month, McDonnell offers a half-price 
book special. 

Turbo's Discount Paperbacks, 

located at 110 N. Baird Lane, is the 
book store closest to campus. 

Owner Bill Mclntyre seemed 
helpful, despite a hostile 
awkwardness created bya large sign 
above the cash register reading, "We 
reserve the right to refuse to serve 
ANY customer at ANY time." 

Turbo's has thousands of 25-cent 
bargain books—and has an even 
larger row of 50-cent Harlequin 
paperbacks. 

Mclntyre issues credit based on 
one-quarter the publisher's price and 
charges half the cover price plus 25 
cents for all categorized books. • 

MTSU Christian organizations prepare for month of prayer 
Campus Showcase 

MTSU will be a topic of prayer 
among Christian students in the effort 
to make a few changes around campus. 

The Month of Prayer, generated by 
eight Christian organizations, began 
Jan. 21 and will continue through 
Feb. 21. A meeting will be held every 
day and a prayer will be conducted 
regarding the designated theme of the 
week. The themes include subjects 
like "Salvation and Rededications," 
"Moral Purity and the Spirit to 
Move," and "For Christians to Stand 
Up and Be Used by God." 

In an effort to impact not only the 

Christian lifestyle at MTSU, the 
organizations hope to create stronger 
connections among all Christians on 
campus. 

The prayers are conducted by the 
various organizations and are in 
different locations and times each 
day. The groups decide independently 
how to structure their sessions, so 
there is a broad variety of examples 
to experience. 

In addition to the daily prayers, 
there will be two multiple-hour 
prayer sessions. On Jan. 27, there 
will be a 24-hour prayer session from 
7 p.m. to 7 p.m. in Tucker Theater, 
preceding the David Ring/Erin 

Catnpus 
Showcase 

By Jennie Treadway 
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Radio/TV students cover 
Inauguration for Channel 8 

Odonnel performance. 
During Valentine's weekend, there 

will be a 36-hour Prayer for Purity in 
the Baptist Student Union, also 
beginning at 7 p.m. that Friday. 

These sessions are open to anyone 
interested. All meetings are free, 
excluding those conducted during 
meal time sessions. 

For more information, contact any 
of the participating organizations: 
Alpha Omega, Baptist Student Union, 
Campus Crusade, Christian Faculty 
and Staff, Fishbowl, Intervarsity, 
Presbyterian Student Fellowship, and 
Raider Victory Fellowship.* 
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Radio/TV broadcasting majors Caralynn Camp, Dale Ryman, Beth 
Cook, Eric Agnew, Janet Singer, Missy Crutchfield and Professor Jeff 
Spurlock prepare for Monday night's inaugural ball in Washington, D.C. 
l^ampus Showcase 

Six radio/TV broadcasting majors 
flew to Washington, D.C, last Sunday 
to get a taste of what their future 
careers will hold. 

Seniors Eric Agnew, Caralynn 
Camp, Beth Cook, Janet Singer, 
junior Dale Ryman, and graduate 
student Missy Crutchfield went with 
Radio/TV Professor Jeff Spurlock to 
cover the Presidential Inauguration 
for a special news program to air on 
MTSU's Channel 8. 

"It was a new experience for all of 
them," Spurlock said. "Some of them 
had never even been to Washington." 

The students attended the 
inaugural ceremony, the parade and 
the ball, as well as other inaugural 
events last Monday. 

Sanctioned by Al Moffett, associate 
professor in Radio/TV, the young 
journalists received press credentials 
through Bart Gordon in Washington, 
giving access to all inaugural 
activities. 

"I was in TV news for 15 years," 
said Spurlock, former managing 
editor of WFIE (NBC affiliate) of 
Evansville, Ind., "so I knew how to 
get the credentials we needed." 

With passes in hand, the reporters 
"braved the cold" to interview 
supporters, as well as protesters, 
from all over the country. Although 
they had negative feedback from a 
few in the crowd, a majority of the 
visitors were very supportive. 

"We had some equipment failure," 
Spurlock said, "but it was just the 
camera batteries." 

The night before the inauguration, 
Spurlock conducted a "newsroom 
meeting" in the hotel suite to help the 
students prepare for Monday. 

They were great about it " he 
said. They were so awestruck and 
did such a wonderful job." 

The idea to attend the 
inauguration was brought up after 
doing live coverage of election night 
in the Channel 8 newsroom. After 
getting funds approved by Deryl 
Learning, dean of mass 
communications, the six journalists 
followed through with their plans. 

"We didn't get to talk to President 
Clinton or Hillary," Spurlock said, 
"but we did see Al Gore and Tipper 
dance!" 

Highlights from the trip are 
scheduled to air on Feb. 4 at 6:30 p.m. 
on Channel 8. • 

Sociology adjunct teaches life lessons 
Campus £f\owcase 

"My life experience has made me a 
better sociology teacher," says Jean 
Taylor confidently. 

The Sociology 101 adjunct teacher 
is more than a pro at her work. In 
Jean Taylor's lectures, she presents 
the subject matter to over 100 
students with references to amazing, 
and occasionally humorous, stories of 
her past. And what a past it is. 

Taylor attended private high 
schools and graduated two months 
after turning 17. She came straight to 
MTSU, "as most freshman feel they 
need to," she said. It was not long 
before she was overwhelmed in the 
early '70s aspect of the flower child 
and the "I am Me" generation, as 
Taylor describes it. 

After three years of college, she left 
school fora "14-year hiatus." Living on 
a 170-acre farm in Wilson County with 
no electricity or running water, Taylor 
milked cows, sold eggs, preserved her 
own food, and owned every bird 
imaginable. When she tired of the 
agrarian lifestyle, she moved to Denver 
to live with her brothers. Not long after 
that, she moved again; this time 
working on an off-shore tugboat in 
Miami with friends of friends. 

Working as a cook, Taylor made 
frequent trips between Miami and the 
Bahamas at the age of 25. 

"Sailors are great," she says. "They 
always had a story to tell." 

She made her way back to 
Murfreesboro by 1980 and began 
working at a night club run by MTSU 
graduates she had known since her 
freshman year who "hadn't done 
anything with their lives yet." 

Soon, Taylor married and gave 
birth two children. During that time 
span, she managed a health food 
restaurant after the club failed to 

stay in business. 
In 1989, her kids were in school, so 

she decided to be as well. As a part- 
time student, she began working on a 
bachelor's degree in sociology. After 
changing to full-time status, she 
graduated with her bachelor's, as well 
as a certificate in gerontology, in 
August of'92. In the same month, 
Taylor began graduate school, 
received a GTA position and worked 
as a research assistant. 

Along with working on her thesis 
regarding a social look at post- 
menopausal women, Taylor ran a 
support group for AIDS patients. 
Because she has experienced several 
personal losses since 1988, the 
disease is an issue extremely close to 
her heart and even holds as a topic in 
several of her lectures. 

"I find it amazing - the lack of 
information and awareness on AIDS," 
she says. "I know I've saved a life 
[through this education]. I think in the 
next two to 10 years there's going be a 
real wake-up call because the 
heterosexual population is in such 
denial." 

By May of'95, Taylor had 
completed a master's degree in 
sociology and got married the day 
after graduation, to a man she met on 
a blind date. She has been teaching 
adjunct ever since and has developed 
close friendships with several 
students. 

"My students are somewhat like 
my kids," she says. "I'm concerned 
enough to listen." 

In the upcoming years, Taylor 
hopes to find time to get her Ph.D. 
and possibly continue to teach. The 
more she teaches, she said, the more 
she feels like an inspired preacher. 
However, if the opportunity arises, 
she said, "I'd like a job working in the 
field of AIDS."' 


