
Paige Pressley         
Paige Pressley (’07) 
is a corporate commu-
nications specialist at 
Nissan North America. 
She was back on campus 
last summer when the 
automaker donated two 
LEAF electric vehicles 
and charging stations to 
MTSU. MTSU 
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chosen for the GOP convention. 
Several of Graham’s speeches, 
including those delivered by Jeb 
Bush, Nikki Haley, and Timothy 
Cardinal Dolan, ran in primetime. 
Graham has only one class left to 
graduate. She left MTSU to work 
for the former President Bush as 
a speechwriter. She now works 
fulltime for Tennessee congress-
woman Marsha Blackburn.

Hayley Jordan West (’06), 
Whitleyville, is teaching English 
to elementary students in Seoul, 
Korea. She tutors North Korean 
defectors through People for 
Successful COrean REunification 
(PSCORE).

Erica Payne Williams (’06),  
Madison, has produced a 
novel, Love Lifted Me. She is an 
independently published author 
through CreateSpace.

Leslie Merritt (’07, ’08),  
Collierville, has been promoted  
to director of chapter services  
at Kappa Delta national  
headquarters in Memphis.

Cyndi Butler-Mobley (’07), Hixson, 
was among 80 honorees nation-
wide presented with a Love of 
Learning Award by the Phi Kappa 
Phi honor society.

Justin Ochs (’07), Hendersonville, 
recently won the title of Inter-
national Auctioneer Champion 
during a competition at the  
63rd International Auctioneers 
Conference and Show in  
Spokane, Wash.

Jennifer Kennedy Perry (’07), 
Portland, was promoted to  
assistant branch manager at  
US Bank in Gallatin.

Ryan M. Richards (’07), Nashville, 
has joined the law firm of Harwell 
Howard Hyne Gabbert & Manner 
as a corporate and tax associate.

Evan Shafferman (’07), Sherman 
Oaks, Calif., passed the California 
Bar on May 18, 2012. He works 
for CMG Brands in its business 
and legal affairs office in  
Los Angeles.

Sheila P. Umayam (’07),  
Chattanooga, was inducted into 
the Honor Society of Nursing, 
Sigma Theta Tau International.

Jeffery Crips (’08), Dowelltown, 
has been promoted to branch 
manager of the Smithville branch 
of Region’s Bank. He oversees all 
bank operations with a focus on 
providing excellent customer 

Jessica (Beard) Morrison         
Jessica (Beard) Morrison (’08) studied journalism at MTSU her freshman year, but the lure of 
rocks, minerals, and radioactive elements led her instead to a bachelor’s degree in geology.  
She is a Ph.D. student in the Department of Civil Engineering and Geological Sciences at the 
University of Notre Dame, where she expects to graduate this spring. Last year, she returned  
to her journalism roots as one of just 12 young scientists nationwide who traded in their lab  
coats for reporters’ notebooks as part of the American Association for the Advancement of  
Science AAAS Mass Media Fellowship. The ten-week program places advanced science students 
in newsrooms across the country to help translate scientific jargon and better disseminate  
scientific information to general audiences. Sponsored by the American Geophysical Union,  
Morrison wrote for the Chicago Tribune. (Photo courtesy of the Tribune.). MTSU 

Alana Ward         
Clarksville’s Alana Ward (’01), a  
political science graduate who worked 
at the U.S. Attorney’s office while an 
MTSU student, began working at her  
father’s HVAC business, Baggett  
Heating and Cooling, at the age of 23. 
In 2007, at age 29, she took over her 
father’s business. In an industry where 
most businesses are owned and  
managed by a graying class of hard-
working people, Ward breaks the 
stereotype of an HVAC company CEO. 
ContractingBusiness.com named Ward 
the 2012 HVACR Woman of the Year.

  MTSU  

2000s, cont.
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Matthew Swafford (’08), Nash-
ville, has been promoted to audit 
senior with the Nashville office of 
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited.

Steven Tucker (’08), Springfield, 
Air National Guard, graduated 
from basic military training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, San 
Antonio.

Amber McKellar (’09), Dyersburg, 
led a group of 20 high school 
seniors and their chaperones on 
a trip to England for a perfor-
mance in London’s New Year’s 
Day Parade.

2010s
Derek Donegan (’11), Murfrees-
boro, joined Precision Walls in 
Nashville as a sales estimator.

service and maintaining strong 
community relationships.

Terrance Eubanks (’08, ’10), Chat-
tanooga, was appointed resident 
director in the housing depart-
ment at UT–Chattanooga for the 
2012–2013 academic year.

Lauralee Gordon (’08), earned her 
doctorate in pharmacy from the 
University of Tennessee College of 
Pharmacy in Memphis in 2011.

Frederick D. Middlebrooks (’08), 
Conyers, Ga., received his  
commission as a naval officer 
after completing Officer Candi-
date School at Officer Training 
Command, Newport, R.I.

BABY  
RAIDERS
Evelyn Betts Campbell, born  
April 12, 2012, to Adams and 
Jennifer Stines Campbell (’03), 
of Nashville.

Bryce Alexander Darden, born 
March 20, 2012, to Xavier R. 

(’05) and Kristen M. Darden 
(’07), of Murfreesboro.

Madelyn Brooke Henson, born 
February 23, 2012 to Tyler (’04) 
and Brooke Henson (’04), of 
Murfreesboro.

Sydney Grace Howell, born August 
2, 2011, to Kevin (’98) and  

Lindsay Howell (’98).

Sawyer Houston  
Jefferys, born February 
4, 2011, adopted 
February 11, 2011, 
by Jeremy and Erica 
White Jefferys (’02), 
of Hartselle, Ala.

Robert Bradley Jones, born March 
24, 2012, to Karen and Brad 
Jones (’08), of Lebanon.

Isaac Timothy King, born February 
12, 2012, to Christopher (’03) 
and Rebecca King of Knoxville.

2000s, cont.

Robert Reagan Lock-
miller, born April 9, 2012, 
to Jon (’98, ’00) and  
Lori Pyles Lockmiller 
(’01) of Franklin.

Dylan Rhyleigh Long, 
born on May 14, 2012, 

to Scott (’00) and Linda Rucker 
Long of Daphne, Ala.

Noah Lucas Madden, born  
March 16, 2012, to Michael  
and Mary Madden (’94),  
of Burlington, Ontario.

Madison Suzanne Perry, born May 
16, 2012, to Dustin and Jennifer 
Kennedy Perry (’07), of Portland.

Aria Brooke Powell, born Febru-
ary 2, 2012, to John (’05) and 
Samantha Makin Powell (’10)  
of Antioch.

Mason Tyler Wright, born July 30, 
2012, to Richard (’06)  
and Debbi Hope Wright (’02),  
of Murfreesboro.

Former MTSU standout long jumper 
Stanley Gbagbeke (’11) com-
peted for Nigeria in last summer’s 
London Olympic Games, placing 
27th among 42 long jumpers. 
Current MTSU sprinter Noah Akwu 
placed fifth in the 200 meters at 
the London Olympics, running in 
the lane next to Jamaica’s Usain 
Bolt. The Nigerian narrowly missed 
moving on to the next round. In 
all, 12 MTSU track athletes have 
competed in the Olympic Games 
in the last four decades, including 
MTSU assistant track coach  
Andrew Owusu (’04), who was 
also at the London games,  
serving on the coaching staff  
for Ghana.

Jonathan S. McKay (’11),  
Barnwell, S.C., graduated from 
Navy Officer Candidate School 
and received a commission as 
ensign while assigned to Officer 
Training Command, Newport, R.I.

Charity E. Somma (’11), Fayette-
ville, Ga., graduated from Navy 
Officer Candidate School and 
received a commission as ensign 
while assigned at Officer Training 
Command, Newport, R.I.

Bonner M. Secrest (’12),  
Collierville, completed U.S. Navy 
basic training at Recruit Training 
Command, Great Lakes, Ill.

continued from page 51
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Ed Jordan (’59), Murfreesboro, 
June 27, 2012

Calvin Lacy (’59), Linden, April  
18, 2012

1960s
Julian King (’61), Modesto, Calif., 
March 15, 2012

Paul Cantrell (’63), Lascassas, 
May 21, 2012

Daniel Preston Sr. (’65),  
Cleveland, August 30, 2012

Irvin Lewis Jr. (’66, ’67), Gallatin, 
April 23, 2012

Una Farris Ring (’67), Columbia 
,August 22, 2012

Howard Tribble Jr. (’67), Lebanon, 
March 16, 2012

Richard Brimm (’68), Riddleton, 
Jan. 7, 2012

Phillip Brown (’68), Powder 
Springs, Ga., June 28, 2012

James Dubois (’68), Mount  
Pleasant, May 15, 2012

William Chapman (’69),  
Murfreesboro, March 13, 2012

Patricia Hite (’69,’79), Nashville, 
May 22, 2012

Joe Puckett (’69), Nashville, Feb. 
18, 2012

John Tallent (’69), Cumming, Ga., 
August 13, 2012

Oliver Turpin (’69), Irvington, Ala., 
August 17, 2012

1970s
Vera Lewis (’70), Anderson, Mo., 
June 13, 2012

Mary James Wallace (’70),  
Lewisburg, July 26, 2012

Michael Whiteside (’71),  
Columbia, August 11, 2012

Morris Ezell (’71), Columbia,  
July 2, 2012

Ronald Johnson (’71), Loudon, 
April 4, 2012

Barbara Colvert (’72, ’84),  
Dowelltown, Oct. 13, 2011

Larry Davis (’72), Bradyville, 
March 31, 2012

Brent Gipson (’72), Winchester, 
May 7, 2012

James Harrell (’72), Lynn Haven, 
Fla., March 9, 2012

Martha Daniel Jennings (’72, 
’91), Woodbury, May 3, 2012

Terry Parker (’72), Cookeville, July 
4, 2012

Patricia Brewer (’73), Ellijay, Ga., 
June 20, 2012

Roger Dotson (’73), Manchester, 
March 10, 2012

Mary Farley (’73), Lewisburg, 
September 6, 2012

Dorothy Boyd Gravitt (’73),  
Whitwell, August 6, 2012

John Matthews (’73), Old Hickory, 
Dec. 24, 2011

Susan Ford (’74), Nashville, March 
7, 2012

Steven Sager (’74), Lascassas, 
March 13, 2012

Della Crutchfield Sharp (’74, 
’80), Tullahoma, March 24, 2012

Michael Mayfield (’75), Woodbury, 
September 25, 2012

Thomas Brown Jr. (’76), Culleoka, 
March 15, 2012

Stephanie Shachmut (’76, ’79), 
Conway, Ark., March 4, 2012

Faye Reed (’77), Murfreesboro, 
March 9, 2012

Mark Fitzhugh (’78), Brentwood, 
March 11, 2012

William Saupe (’78, ’83),  
Murfreesboro, May 6, 2012

Robert Fergus (’79), Smyrna, June 
20, 2012

Catherine Austin Smith (’79, ’80), 
Marietta, Ga., August 31, 2012

1980s
Sara Glover-Petker (’81), Strat-
ford, Ontario, August 23, 2012

Joseph Givens (’82), Murfreesboro, 
June 15, 2012

Clayton Swartout (’84),  
Englewood, April 7, 2012

Barbara McCrary Holt (’86), 
Nashville ,August 7, 2012

Kelly Gannon Lackey (’86),  
Murfreesboro, June 28, 2012

Lisa Krueger Stone (’87), Signal 
Mountain, July 23, 2012

Teresa Gerhart (’88), Lascassas, 
August 6, 2012

John Stofel (’88), Columbia, May 
14, 2012

Michael Lilly (’89), Murfreesboro, 
April 19, 2012

Richard Smith (’89), Toney, Ala., 
Feb. 1, 2012.

1990s
Alyssa Crutcher (’98), Hermitage, 
April 5, 2012

James Gustafson (’98), Knoxville, 
June 9, 2012

2000s
Tsali Colton (’00), Chattanooga, 
September 7, 2011

Thomas Queen (’02), Sesser, Ill., 
May 13, 2012

2010s
Brandon Elder (’10), Smithville, 
August 28, 2012

Bradley Gore (’10), Tullahoma, July 
18, 2012

Jenna Smith (’11), Elyria, Ohio, 
Feb. 23, 2012

Ricki Uselton (’11), Franklin, July 
24, 2012

In Memoriam
1940s
Virginia Bragg (’46, ’53),  
McMinnville, Mar. 4, 2012

Sam Burton (’43), Lake Worth, 
Fla., February 10, 2012

Virginia Bragg (’46, ’53),  
McMinnville, March 4, 2012

Marilyn Wade Parker (’47), 
Shelbyville, April 18, 2012.

Ray Phillips (’47), Pensacola, Fla., 
April 30, 2012

G. Hildreth (’48), Oak Ridge, July 
18, 2012

Ruby Dill Ristvedt (’48), La 
Vergne, August 30, 2012

Cora Stovall (’48), Chattanooga, 
August 6, 2012

Louise Crowe (’49), Columbia, July 
31, 2012

Ethel Bowden Stricklin (’49), 
Maryville, April 4, 2012

1950s
Garland Russell (’50), Mt. Juliet, 
Nov. 8, 2011

Charles Bean Sr. (’51), Soddy 
Daisy, June 20, 2012

Earl Springer (’51), Jackson, July 
8, 2012

Forrest Hill Jr. (’52), Charleston, 
May 13, 2012

Francis Speakman (’52),  
Lawrenceburg, Oct. 26, 2011

Jerry Phillips Sr. (’56),  
Indianapolis, Ind., July 26, 2012

Dearnold Barnette (’57), Jasper, 
April 23, 2012

Juanita Bell (’58), Murfreesboro, 
Feb. 21, 2012

Charles Roddy (’58), Huntsville, 
Ala., July 5, 2012

Leland E. Hewgley (’59),  
Hendersonville, October 20, 2011
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Farmers aren’t always found  
on the farm, according to Donna Jo 

Curtis (’80), president of the Alabama 
Cattlemen’s Association (ACA). These 
days, future farmers are found in colleges 
studying such diverse disciplines as plant 
science, biotechnology, animal science, 
horticulture, and forestry, to name a few.

“Agriculture is the basis of everything and 
the sustainability of this nation,” Curtis 
says. “It’s said that we’ll be feeding nine 
billion people in a decade. The technol-
ogy it’s going to take for those of us in the 
world of agriculture to meet that need  
is unbelievable.”

Farm life has changed. Statistically, there 
are far fewer “family” farms now, but 
the ones that are left are working more 
acres. Technology is absolutely necessary to even plant, according to 
Curtis, which leads to all sorts of job possibilities—and this is why 
agribusiness and agriscience departments are thriving components  
of many universities.

“You don’t have to be raised on a family farm to work in some aspect 
of the agriculture business,” Curtis says. “If a student has an interest 
in any aspect of agriculture—farm animals, becoming a veterinar-
ian, studying horse science, or studying soil science—there is a broad 
spectrum of jobs out there.”

Curtis, only the second woman to lead the ACA, lives and works 
on her 300-acre farm in Thatch, Ala., where she manages a cow-calf 
program running 120 cows. She has a B.S. in animal science and a 
minor in secondary education, and while her plans were not to teach 
in school settings, she finds herself educating consumers in her  
high-profile position.

“One of my primary responsibilities is to keep the presidents of all 
the county associations up to date about what is going on at the  
national level. I also work on member recruitment—especially  
getting young people involved in the beef industry,” she says.

According to Curtis, surveys of  
consumers have shown that most 
people are disconnected from farm life, 
yet they are the buyers of the industry’s 
end product. Beef cattle production 
ranks second behind broiler chickens 
in cash receipts among Alabama farm 
commodities. Alabama cattle produc-
ers sold $395.8 million worth of cattle 
and calves in 2011. Cattle are produced 
in every county, and cattle production 
represents a $2.5 billion industry in 
Alabama. The state’s climate and land 
are ideally suited for growing forage 
and raising cattle, and as of January 
2012 there were 1.2 million head of 
cattle and calves on Alabama farms.

“I am the face of the producer,” Curtis 
says. “I help consumers understand 
what we do and help them to see the 
beef industry in a positive way.”

Curtis grew up on her family’s cattle 
farm and always intended to raise cattle 
after college. Her husband, John Curtis 

(’78), graduated from MTSU with a degree in animal science.  
The two were high school sweethearts, which helped push Donna Jo 
to MTSU, a decision she has never regretted.

She recently returned to MTSU on Field Day and saw the  
University’s new $4.3 million, 435-acre dairy located six miles east  
of campus. The new dairy opened in September 2012. One-third  
of all the milk produced by a herd of 70 cows is consumed by  
students on campus, and the rest is sold to Virginia and Maryland 
Milk Producers. The dairy is only one thriving aspect of the School 
of Agribusiness and Agriscience: the school has increased its  
number of undergraduate majors by 14 percent since 2010.

“I am so impressed,” Curtis says.

Curtis’s children are also in the family business. Daughter Lauren 
Graham, also an MTSU graduate (’10), is teaching agriscience in 
Limestone County, Ala. Son Landon graduated from Auburn  
University in May with a degree in business and agricultural  
economics, and his twin sister, Landria, is set to graduate from  
Auburn in December with a degree in animal science. Agriculture  
in the Curtis family, it appears, is a family affair. MTSU

You Do What?

“Agriculture is the basis of everything and the sustainability of this nation,”  
Curtis says. “It’s said that we’ll be feeding nine billion people in a decade.” 

Donna Jo Curtis bridges the  
gap between agricultural  
producer and consumer

by Candace Moonshower
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Advice from the Friends List

“When I attended CUSTOMS, we were gathered into Murphy Center, and I remember 
thinking to myself, ‘This is it. This is real. I’m in college!’ I loved that feeling!”

                                                                    Meaghan Wiedemann (Class of 2015)

“When Eddie Murphy came, it was sold out, and no one could get in. Then one 
person at a side door opened it, and about 20 people ran inside. Eddie Murphy RAW. 
Need I say more?”
                                                                                                               T. C. Cope

“The Bruce Springsteen concert December 9, 1984. A bunch of us 
camped out three days in the cold. The ticket line wrapped around 
Murphy Center. To this day, the single greatest concert I’ve ever seen.”

                                                                              Rick Dixon (’88)

“Shooting the Goo-Goo Dolls concert as the 
Sidelines photographer.” 

Robin S. Wallace

“The men’s basketball team defeating the Russian national team 
in 1988. The Russians were led by Arvydas Sabonis, who seemed 
larger than life to a six-year-old sitting behind the visitor’s bench.”.

   Michael C. Gillespie (’05)

“Cheering for my high school basketball team in the state  
tournament in 1989. It was then that I decided to attend MTSU!”

Rachel Leigh (’95)

“The warm-up session of the Oldham County Marching Colonels just prior to our third 
place performance in the 26th Annual Contest of Champions on October 24, 1987. The 
warm-ups were staged in the lower-level gyms of Murphy Center. Relatively few people 
other than the contest participants even witnessed these warm-up sessions. The energy 
and anticipation of the kids and the sheer volume of sound was awe-inspiring.” 

                                                                                                James Allen Hall (’89)

“November 1972, when our Blue Raiders played Vanderbilt in the first 
basketball game in our brand new facility. I believe we lost by 11 points, 
but it was a great game and Freddie Allen played his heart out!”      

                                                               Shirley Farris Jones (’71, ’78)

“Ran a mile in under eight minutes in Coach Hayes’s 
circuit training class. Played in the girls state basketball 
tournament there, too, in 1973.”

                                                      Lugene Sloan (’78)

“I have a great picture of my dad and me together on the track with me in my cap 
and gown and a very proud look on his face. Six months later, we lost dad to cancer.”

                                                                                         Perri Tipton Lomax (’98)

The MTSU and Alumni Relations Facebook  
pages feature new content daily. 

 Please visit www.facebook.com/mtsublueraiders and  
www.facebook.com/mtsualumni.

“Beating UT in the NIT tournament in March of 1988. The ‘Murph’ 
was rocking that night!”

                                                                     Todd Savage (’96)

“I met Tonia Sanders on the campus of MTSU, and we both walked 
the same graduation line in Murphy Center. We recently celebrated 
being married for nine years. Thanks for the memories! Go Blue!”

                                                                     Ryan Sanders (’03)

“When the legendary Luther Vandross had a concert there, my cousin and I 
were so excited, we got there extra early and walked around the center, and  
we actually saw Mr. Vandross before the concert started. We were in awe!” 

                                                                                    Belicia Allen-Sims

Murphy Center turned 40 
years old in December.

We turned to the fertile ground of our  
MTSU Facebook page and asked our  

thousands of followers to tell us about their 

fondest memories  
at the “Murph.”  

Below is a selection of the responses we received.

“One of the saddest memories was being at Murphy Center and learning 
that the Evansville Purple Aces basketball team was killed in a plane 
crash on the way to Murfreesboro to play MTSU in 1977.” 

Bill Robison (’90, ’94)                                                                                        

“In 2006, winning my schools’ first state championship!”  

                                                                 Gaby Bussell
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THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT!
Get the MTSU Mag iPad/iPhone app for weekly online exclusives, 
multimedia content you won’t find anywhere else, and more!

•  multimedia extras in every issue
•  academic and athletic news feeds

•  connection to MTSU social media

•  video features on news and events, community profiles
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