
8 SIDELINES Halloween, 1980 

Eagles, Rams best in NFC at midseason 
EAST 

No one's really surprised that PHILADELPHIA is leading this 
division, although the way they've done it is a little startling. 

The Eagles have the most effective defense in the pros, allowing 
but seven offensive touchdowns and 246 yards per game, by far the 
NFL's lowest totals. Bill Bergey's comeback from knee surgery at 36 
has inspired the Philly defenders, and a somewhat less than 
awesome schedule, featuring five home games and only one AFC 
opponent, hasn't hurt either. 

The slate gets rougher, with trips to Seattle, San Diego and Dallas 
looming, so the high-flying, but depth-thin Eagles need RB Wilbert 
Montgomery and QB Ron Jaworski to shake their recent injuries. 
"Jaws" hasn't missed a start in four years, and the City of Brotherly 
Love had better hope he doesn't soon, for the dropoff to backup Joe 
Pisarcik is steep, even though super coach Dick Vermeil calls all the 
plays anyway. The Eagles can afford to suffer a bit of a lull before 
gearing up for the playoffs, and they probably will. 

Their chief (and really only legitimate) rivals, the Cowboys, can 
afford to slack off for a while, too. DALLAS meets the Skins, Giants 
and Cardinals (twice) next, then faces a rugged season-ending four- 
game slate, closing with the Eagles at Texas Stadium. Thus, Danny 
White should be able to gain even more confidence heading into the 
stretch drive. 

White's been OK so far, but he has yet to lead the team from 
behind in a big game, something he'll surely have to do soon. He's 
got tremendous runners and receivers at his disposal and should 
continue to compile impressive stats, dumping the ball to his backs a 
lot more than Roger Staubach did. But the most important unit here 
is the defensive line, which averages 6'6", by far the tallest in the 
country. These worthies must continue to dominate the line of 
scrimmage and pressure QBs to cover up for an average linebacking 
corps and a hard-hitting but rather pokey secondary. 

The players in WASHINGTON have finally woken up to the fact 
that they're not as good as the records they've somehow (good 
coaching and patsy skeds, for starters) been compiling. Their 
defense is even more ancient than in the George Allen days: average 
age 31 until the recent benching of Ken Houston. Joe Theismann is 
the most overrated QB in the league, quite possibly the worst starter 
in the pros, as everyone is learning now that Johm Riggins has 
retired. 

The 'Skins are running a lot out of the "I," mixing misdirection 
plays and short passes. Their special teams are still special, but not 
enough to get this outfit over the .500 mark this year, especially 
without a good runner. 

ST. LOUIS has a great one in O.J. Anderson, and they're on the 
rise now that their injury-decimated offensive line is getting back 
together. In games that sophomore star Anderson has gone over the 
100-yard mark, the Birds are 8-4; when he hasn't, they are 0-10. 
And the Cardinals have played well in their last five games, handily 
defeating the Eagles, Colts and Saints, and playing badly only in the 
aftermath of the Steve Little tragedy. 

Still, they have unstable ownership (Bill Bidwell has fired four 
coaches in four years) and have suffered from terrible drafting until 
the last two years; key players like Jim Hart, Mel Gray, and Dan 
Dierdorf won't be around much longer, either. Still, the Cards could 
well be spoilers this year. 

Not so the NEW YORK GIANTS, pro football's most hapless 
outfit. For the first time in four years, since the winless '76 Bucs, the 
same team has the worst yards-per-play average on both offense 
(3.87) and defense (5.91). Coach Ray Perkins cleaned house during 
the off-season, shipping off seven starters, and he's payed for it with 
a thin squad ravaged, as losing teams so often are, by injuries. 

But the victory-starved team management has indicated it'll stick 
with Perkins, and he can build with super soph QB Phil Simms, a 
Morehaed State grad. What the Giants must do is hope that New 
Orleans and the Jets start winning, so that the Meadowlanders can 
draft George Rogers, the power runner they so desperately need. 

CENTRAL 
Last year, Tampa Bay rose with the motto "worst to first," and 

this season DETROIT is doing the same. The running of rookie Billy 
Sims and the return of standout QB Gary Danielson are considered 
the main factors, but the NFL's second-easiest schedule and the 
conditioning program of super coach Monte Clark are just as 
responsible. 

The Lions have outscored their foes in the second half by a 
whopping 131-43 (after an astounding 67-0 margin in the first four 
games), and Clark has built a fine offensive line from free agents and 
low draft choices, just as he did in Miami in the early '70s. The 
Motor City brigade is the league's only, team averaging 200 yards per 
game, more than twice what five NFL outfits are getting. 

CHICAGO could challenge the Lions if they were allowed to play 
all their games at Soldier Field. The Bears have averaged 20.75 
points at home and a paltry 9.25 on the road. The Bears' major 
problem is their one-dimensional offense; besides Detroit, they're 
the only league team with more yards rushing than passing, and 
their totals are considerably below the Lions'. 

They've only thrown three TD passes to their tight ends in four 
years, and coach Neill Armstrong's indecision over who to use at 
quarterback has hurt a lot. A lot of folks think that Armstrong will 
be replaced after this season by retiring Notre Dame mentor Dan 
Devine. who's dying to get another shot at the pros. The Bears' main 
attribute so far has been a hard-hitting (often illegally so) defense, 
and the fact that referees still won't call spearing on this team that 
has attempted to make an art form of tackling helmet-first. Until the 
officials start enforcing the rules, Chicago will intimidate enough 
teams to finish ■round .500. 

Which will put them behind TAMPA BAY, provided the Bucs can 
get enough regulars healthy to make a stretch drive. They've been 
ravaged by injuries so far, but a schedule closing with six straight 
panics against confreres in the hapless NFC Central could enable 
them to make the playoffs. Lee Roy Selmon is still the league's best 
defender, hut opponents have been able to isolate on him with 
brother Dewey and most of the linebacking corps out. And Doug 
Williams has been abominable of late, able to pass for only 89 
against the 49ers, who ha\ t- the worst defense this side of Van- 
derbilt. 

Coach John McKay insists that anyone who criticizes his signal- 
caller "doesn't know quarterbacks from bananas," but the fact 
remains that Williams can't read defenses and has no touch at all on 
his passes, traits which plagued a fellow named Terry Bradshaw 
during his first three or four yean in the league, by the way. But 
unless Ricky Bell (38 yards rushing per game so far) comes around, 
the Bucs aren't going anywhere. 

Bart Starr has been able to hang on to his tenuous job in GREEN 
BAY, and not just because he's the godfather of two children of 
Packer board members. The Pack has gone over the 300-yard mark 
offensively in each of the last four games, as WR James Lofton has 
rounded into form and immobile QB Lynn Dickey has been given 
enough time to unleash his strong right arm. 

But the Packers are still yielding a lot more than they're getting. 

Former Blue Raider Ray Oldham. a defensive back in the 70s, is 
now listed on the roster of the Detroit Lions. Oldham (42) played for 
Middle Tennessee as part of the "Mod Squad" secondary. The 
veteran professional football player was named Sidelines Alumni of 
the Year for 1979-80. 

and losing DT Bruce Clark to the Canadian League (the joke is that 
he figured he'd have a better chance for an NFL championship in 
Toronto than in Green Bay) has really hurt, especially since the club 
made a $1.8 million profit last year. Still, Starr's got them hustling, 
and a few more wins may stem the rumor that he'll move up to 
general manager and let Raymond Berry take over the coaching 
reins. 

The situation is almost as sad in MINNESOTA, where the Vikes 
have scored a paltry 40 points (with but four TDs) in their last four 
contests. Tommy Kramer is having a disastrous year passing, with 
an astounding 17 interceptions, even though most of his tosses are 
shorties. Except for New Orleans, the Vikes have the worst running 
game around, and the talents of fine WRs Ahmad Rashad and 
Sammy White are going to waste. 

Even though the defensive line has five first-round draft choices, 
the pass rush is virtually nil, and opponents are averaging 4.4 yards 
per carry. The linebacking corps sorely misses injured All-Pro Matt 
Blair, and the secondary is a shambles. It'll be a few years before the 
Vikes are contenders again, even in this division. 

WEST 
Probably the most talent-laden outfit in the league is in Anaheim, 

er, LOS ANGELES. The Rams are absolutely loaded at every 
position, especially along both lines, the key to any team's success. 
Vince Ferragamoe has been outstanding at QB, and if coach 
Raymond Guiseppi Giovanni Baptiste Malavasi (that's right) has 
any sense, he won't let Pat Haden's return from injury cloud the 
picture, even if Ferragamo slumps. Even with all their talent, the 
Rams are never going to win a Super Bowl with Haden calling 
signals. 

Offensive line coach Dan Radakovich has built the NFL's best 
blocking unit, and the wide receivers are fast and slippery. Ditto the 
running backs. The defense is as solid as any in the NFC, largely 
because a lot of youngsters got playing time while four veteran 
starters were holding out earlier this year. And the Rams are playing 
the easiest schedule in the loop, with only four games against teams 
that finished above .500 in '79. 

Still, they'll be able to stay ahead of ATLANTA, a team which 
lacks the defensive depth to stay in a race with the Rams. The 
Falcons are especially thin at linebacker, w here injuries to standouts 
Al Richardson and Fulton Kukyndall are really hurting the 'Coons, 
who've allowed but three TDs on the ground. The secondary hits 
hard, but needs help from the 'backers to cover the speedier 
receivers. At least caoch Leeman Bennett had the good sense to scrap 
the disastrous "Grits Blitz." 

The offense will have to make up some slack, and that means the 
holding penalties, which have cost Atlanta five touchdowns already, 
must stop. The young line has matured rapidly, but the pressure of 
keeping pass rushers off immobile QB Steve Bartkowski's back has 
been too much for Mike Kenn&Co. 

For his part, Bart seems to have gained the consistency in his fifth 
year that most signal-callers need to show by that time, and he has 
two good runners and a bevy of fine receivers. Even with a defensive 
lapse, Atlanta should be playoff-bound. 

SAN FRANCISCO spurted out to 3-0 and has dropped five in a 
row since. It was just a matter of a lousy, although enthusiastic, 
young defense beginning to show its holes. Not only is the 'D' giving 
up huge chunks of yardage, especially through the air, but they 
rarely turn the ball over to the potent offense. With but ten 
takeaways, the 49ers rank last in the loop in something called 
"turnover differential" at -14. 

Steve DeBerg is emerging as a fine leader, and backup Joe 
Montana hasn't been too shabby, either. The loss of durable back 
Paul Hofer to knee surgery hurt the short-pass-oriented attack, but 
big, smooth rookie runner Earl Cooper looks like a Franco Harris 
who can catch. The offense looks settled for the future; look for the 
'Niners to draft for defensive help, and for Bill Walsh to make them 
legitimate contenders within a couple of years. 

Which is a whole lot sooner than the pitiful but not pitiable Saints 
will be heard from. NEW ORLEANS has so many problems that 
even deposed RB Chuck Muncie, who was traded after being seen 
partying on Bourbon Street on a game day, says "I would need five 
or six hands to count them." 

Start with absolutely abominable drafting for a team that ob- 
viously needed a lot of defensive help. The last two years, they've 
used early first-round choices to nab kicker Russ Erxleben and OT 
Stan Brock, neither of whom was needed and neither of whom 
panned out. 

The Saints are last in the entire league in rushing offense and 
rushing defense, and it's a sure bet that coach Dick Nolan will be 
gone at season's end, if not before. There's also talk that QB Archie 
Manning will be dealt to make room for young Guy Benjamin. That 
would be a kind gesture towards Manning, as this outfit will not be 
respectable during his NFL lifetime. 

AFC standouts capture 15 of 22 All- 
Football is the only sport which does not 

choose an All-Star squad at mid-season. In an 
attempt to rectify this injustice, Sidelines here 
offers an All-Pro outfit at the season's halfway 
point. 

WIDE RECEIVERS—John Jefferson of San 
Diego and Harold Carmichael of Philadelphia. 
Each leads his conference in yards receiving, and 
hoth excel at getting open, catching the tough 
ones, and running. Easily the two most valuable 
pass-catchers in the league. The Pats'Stanley 
Morgan started fast, but has tailed off. 

TIGHT END—The Chargers' Kellen Win- 
slow.Has caught 41 passes, far more than any 
other TE. Strong, fast runner, great hands, and 
superb blocker. No one else is close—Howard 
Cosell's love affair with Russ Francis not- 
withstanding. 

TACKLES—Cincinnati's Anthony Munoz and 
Los Angeles' Doug France. Munoz stuffed Lee 
Roy Selmon, the league's best defender, in his 
first pro game and hasn't slackened since. The 
massive France anchors the country's best line. 

GUARDS—Herbert Scott of Dallas and John 

Hannah of New England. Scott's the only 
Cowboy lineman who blocks straight ahead as 
well as he traps, and his pass blocking is non- 
pareil; he's been called for holding once in three 
years. Hannah is carrying the Pats' line after 
finally getting over the trade of good buddv Leon 
Gray. 

CENTER-Mike Webster of the Steelers. 
Only center who can handle all the nose guards 
one-on-one. 

QUARTERBACK- i selands Brian Sipe in 
a close race over the Eagles' Ron Jaworski. Sipe 
does what a QB is supposed to do: makes things 
happen and wins games he's not supposed to. He 
shook off a disastrous Monday night against 
Houston and has led the Browns to a 5-1 mark 
since and first place in football's toughest 
division. Jaworski has been more consistent, but. 
like stats leaders Danny White and Vince 
Ferragamo, has faced a pretty easy schedule. 
And "Jaws" cannot scramble and has not pulled 
out games in the last minutes like Sipe. Bert Jones 
has been the most valuable, but not the best 

RUNNING BACKS-Oiler Earl Campbell and 
Lion Billy Sims.  Not because they have more 

yards (807 and 859, respectively) than anyone 
else, but because these two Texas natives make 
their teams winners; without them, the Oilers 
and Lions would be well below the .500 mark. 
Campbell has overcome a hip injury that 
severely hindered his lateral movement, and he 
has become only the second man ever to get 200 
yards two games in a row. 

ENDS—Lee Roy Selmon of Tampa Bay and 
Art Still of Kansas City. Both are irresistable 
forces on passing plays and immovable objects 
w hen their foes run, combining super-quick feet, 
awesome upper body strength, and (surprise!) 
head)- play. Too Tall Jones deserves mention for 
a great comeback from a thankfully brief fling at 
fisticuffs. 

TACKLES—Dallas' Randy White and Philly's 
Charlie Johnson. Cheated a little here because 
Johnson's actually a middle guard who plays like 
a madman, but with enough control to stop 
trick) running plays, which allows Bill Bergey et 
al to roam around at will. White makes a few 
great plays ever) game and never makes a bad 
one. 

LINEBACKERS-Steeler Jack Ham. Patriot 
Steve Nelson, and Oiler Robert Brazile. Ab- 
solutely nobody directs plays at Ham, and he's 
been better than ever covering up for an inept 
pass rush. Nelson is strong and mean, and Brazile 
covers a lot of ground and hits a ton too. Denver's 
Randy Gradishar. Minnesota's Matt Blair and 
the Giants' Henry Carson are on the same level 
but have missed some action due to injuries. 

CORNERBACKS—Lester Huv.s of Oakland 
and Donnie Shell of Pittsburgh. Haves leads the 
loop with six interceptions and has become the 
best CB at one-on-one coverage, supplanting Mel 
Blount. Blount's teammate Shell is last and 
mean, and his tenacity has kept tight ends out ol 
other teams' offenses and the Steelers' defense 
semi-respectable. The Eagles' Merman Edwards 
is tough and smart, but not quick enough to stay 
with the burners. 

SAFETIES—Cleveland's Thorn Darden and 
Houston's Vernon Perry. No need to wonder why 
the best defensive backs are in the AFC—it's 
because coaches know to draft them to stay with 
all those speedsters in that conference, 


