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Super Bowl: League's best face odds 
Continued from 7 

free-agent acquisition Delhomme 
tookover after the Panthers were down 
17-0 in the third quarter against the 
Jacksonville Jaguars. After Delhomme 
led the Panthers to a 24-23 comeback 
victory, Peete was relegated to second- 
string, but has been an understanding 
mentor to Delhomme. Peete put the 
team first, just like Drew Bledsoe did in 
2001 for Brady. 

Remember, in Super Bowl XXXVI, 
the Patriots were huge underdogs 
against the St. Louis Rams. However, the 

New England defense punished the 
high-powered Rams offense. Adam 
Vinatieri kicked the game-winning field 
goal as time ran out for the 20-17 cham- 
pionship victory. 

The same thing could happen this 
year, and Carolina could pull off the 
upset, but Patriots head coach Bill 
Belichick has had two weeks to prepare 
one of his trademark unpredictable 
defenses to stop the Panthers. 

Final score prediction: Pats 16, 
Panthers 13 

Kickoff is set for 5:25 p.m. at Reliant 
Stadium in Houston, Texas, on CBS. ♦ 
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Blue Raiders host 
West Division foes 
By Jon Leffew 
Staff Writer 

After picking up two key wins in 
Sun Belt Conference play last week, 
the Middle Tennessee men's basket- 
ball team returns to the Murphy 
Center this week for a two-game 
home stand against the Ragin' 
Cajuns of University of Louisiana- 
Lafayette and the Aggies of New 
Mexico State University. 

The team will look to extend its 
winning streak to four games before 
traveling to Bowling Green, Ky., for 
a rematch of last year's Sun Belt 
Conference tournament title. 

Both teams will come into the 
matchup fresh off conference victo- 
ries. Key victories between these two 
teams over the weekend moved the 
Blue Raiders to first place in the 
Eastern Division of the SBC. 

"Right now we have the best 
record in the conference," MT head 
coach Kermit Davis said. "I think 
that's a direct reflection of how 
receptive these guys are of our 
coaching." 

MT is led by three players who 
are averaging double figures in 
points per game. Tommy Gunn 
(17.4), Mike Dean (15.8) and 
Michael Cuffee (10.6) will look to 
improve the Blue Raiders' confer- 
ence record to 5-1 after the two 
games this weekend. 

NMSU comes into today's 
matchup in fourth place in the SBC 
Western Division with a 2-4 confer- 
ence record. 

After losing four straight confer- 
ence games, the Aggies defeated the 
Florida International Panthers 73- 
42 on Monday. 

NMSU is led by two players, 
Duane John and James Moore, who 
average double figures in points. 
John comes into Thursday's game 
averaging a team leading 15.2 points 
per game, while Moore is averaging 
14.6. 

"New Mexico State is a big, phys- 
ical team," Davis said. "They're good 
in transition, just like we are, and 
they're excellent at rebounding. We 
have to rebound and then try to get 
out and run if we have the chance." 

Two days later, the team will host 
the ULL Ragin' Cajuns (9-5 overall, 
4-1 SBC). 

ULL defeated FIU on Saturday 
78-58 and have won their four SBC 
games by an average of 16 points. 

The Cajuns have had balanced 
scoring all season, as five different 
players are averaging double figures 
in points. 

Antoine Landry leads the team 
with 14.1 points per game, followed 
by Brad Boyd (13.3), Brian 
Hamilton (11.4), Laurie Bridges 
(11.3) and Cedric Williams (10.4). 

Davis expects another exciting 
game against the Cajuns, as ULL 
leads the SBC in several statistical 
categories, including assists per 
game and assists-to-turnover ratio. 

ULL should look to get into tran- 
sition, an area that Davis feels his 
team excels in as well. 

"1 really think our team will 
come out and play with a lot of 
energy (in both games)," Davis said. 
"Our guys are excited to be back at 
home, and it's all very exciting." 

The Blue Raiders will host 
NMSU today. Tip off is at 7 p.m. at 
Murphy Center. ♦ 
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Blue Raiders Tommy Gunn and Michael Cuffee start a fast break 
against Arkansas-Little Rock on Jan. 17. UALR beat MT 68-66. 
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