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Dodson to compete in English games 
By STEVE BUTLER 

Special to Sidelines 

MTSU student Barton Dodson is going to England in 
late July. 

A simple enough statement, not that much out of the 
ordinary. Quite a few college students manage to travel 
to Europe during the summer. 

But Barton Dodson isn't 
planning just to travel and 
sightsee. He'll be looking to add 
international honors to the three 
gold medals--and a silver and a 
bronze-which he won at the 
recent 26th National Wheelchair 
Games in Seattle. 

As might be assumed from 
that, Barton himself is far from 
ordinary. 

PARALYZED seven years ago 
in a swimming accident in his 
native Grundy County, the 23- 
year-old junior pre-engineering 
major has used his handicap 
more as stepping stone than 
obstacle. 

It was his springboard to 
setting four national wheelchair 
track and field records in 
regional competition prior to his 
five-medal national showing— 
and setting them in style: 

The old mark in the 60-meter 
dash was 21.7 seconds. Barton 
did 19.8. The standard in the 
100-meter was 31 seconds. No 
longer; Barton turned in a 30.66 
clocking. At 200 meters the old 
mark was 1:10.9. Barton did 
1:00.2. And at 400 meters the 
standard was 2:39. He rolled to 
a 2:18. 

Dodson set those marks in 
May  at  regionals  in  Marietta, 

Seymour says 6Yuck9 

Ga. and Johnson City. He 
harvested 11 gold and eight silver 
medals in the process. 

ACTUALLY, Barton's 
winning times in the nationals 
were well off the marks he had 
established earlier. But all times 
were slow due to windy, rainy 
weather. He points out that rain 
makes chair grips hard to hold 
and the track slippery. 

"The wind blew my chair 
from one lane to another, and 
almost blew me over sideways 
once," he laughs. 

Still, he took national honors 
in the 60-, 100-, and 200-meter 
races. Not satisfied, he added a 
silver in the 400-meter and a 
bronze in the club throw. 

Barton got his special racing 
chair-designed and built by 
Larry Duncan of Murfreesboro— 
only four days prior to the 
regionals. Even more 
remarkable, the chair was 
Duncan's first such effort. Off to 
such an inspiring start, the 
Murfreesboro welder plans to 
continue. 

A RACING chair is lighter 
than a regular one, Barton 
explains. It also has 27-inch 
wheels compared to the stan- 
dard 24. In competition most 
chairs are custom-made. 

MTSU student Barton Dodson hopes to break more world records at 

the English wheelchair games if he can raise the needed funds for 
the trip. 

"You sit lower on the axle, 
and you have smaller pushrims 
than in a regular chair,, he 
notes. "You get more push that 
way, and it helps if you keep 
your knees pulled up." 

No slouch at working out, 
Barton practiced-and still does- 
-for four to five miles twice or 
three times a week, mostly in 
late evenings to avoid the heat. 
He  is  "trying  to  keep  his en- 

durance up" for the in- 
ternational meet in Stoke 
Mandeville, England July 26- 
Aug. 1. 

AS A MEMBER of the 24- man 
U.S. squad there, he will 
compete in the 100-meter sprint, 
the 200-meter race (considered a 
distance event); the 4x100 relay 
(a tag instead of baton relay in 
which each of four participants 
covers 100 meters); and the club 
throw. 

There are seven classes of 
competition for wheelchair 
games, divided according to 
degree of muscle control. 
Barton's class-lA-is for those 
with the least. 

Additional wheelchair 
competition events are 800, 
1500, and 5000-meter races, and 
4x200 and 4x400 relays. Field 
events include Barton's 
specialty—the club throw—and 
javelin, discus, and shotput. 
Pentathlon competition (three 
field and two track events) also 
is held. Swimming, ping pong, 
and an obstacle run round out 
the events. 

MTSU's Associated Student 
Body sponsored Dodson in the 
nationals, covering his 
registration fee, plane ticket to 
Seattle and a couple of meals. 

BUT NOW the blond, slender 
competitor is facing the 
challenge of finding a sponsor 
for or coming up personally with 
the $500 each U.S. team 
member will pay as a portion of 
the cost of going to the in- 
ternational meet. The National 

'Stripes': Murray's talents still haven't made it on film 
By JIM SEYMOUR 

Staff Writer 
Among the crop of summer 

movies unleashed upon the 
public each year, there are 
certainly some which are good 
and some bad. That is"to be 
expected. 

But occasionally a movie 
comes along which is so 
disappointing, so rotten, that it's 
hard to find new ways to relate 
how bad it is. 

"Stipes" is one of those 
movies. 

The student market has been 
lured woth college paper ad- 
vertising supplements, sneak 
previews, television spots for 
sneak previews and so forth 
until they should all be primed 

Insurance 
can lead to 
scholarships 

The MTSU Estate Planning 
Coordinator is trying to interest 
campus groups in insuring the 
life of an outstanding alumnus 
in order to benefit their 
scholarship program. 

The Interfraternity Council 
recently became the first 
organization to participate by 
insuring Dean of Students Paul 
Cantrell for $50,000, coor- 
dinator Jimmy Vaughn said. 

Any campus group is eligible 
to choose an alumnus to 
distinguish by insuring him or 
her. 

Besides having the honor of 
being chosen an outstanding 
alumnus, he or she also becomes 
a member of the Founders' Club 
as long as premiums are paid on 
the policy. 

THE MTSU Foundation 
becomes the owner and 
beneficiary of the policy and 
manages it as well, Vaughn said. 

When the policy reaches 
maturity, the interest income 
earned from the proceeds of the 
policy is sent in the form of a 
scholarship to the appropriate 
organization. 

Vaughn called the program "a 
great way for a campus group to 
honor a distinguished alumnus 
and at the same time provide for 
a scholarship fund." 

Vaughn encouraged all in- 
terested groups to contact him 
for furtther information about 
the program. 

to see "Stripes" now that it has 
finally opened. 

IT IS THE story of some 
undefined character who falls 
on such hard times that, out of 
desperation, he joins the army. 
In a single day he loses his job, 
his car and his girlfriend, which 
is almost enough to drive a 
person to sign up. 

But in the first frame of 
"Stripes" the audience is shown 
why he loses everything—he is a 
totally unforgivable jerk. 

Not only does this fellow John 
Winger, played of course by Bill 
Murray, sign up, he convinces 
his pal Russell Ziskey (Harold 
Ram is) that he should also join. 
Unlike Winger, however, Ziskey 
has a decent job and no ap- 
parent mental defects, so it is 
beyond comprehensionthat a 
man approaching 30 would do 
this. 

UNLESS HE likes sitting 
around watching Winger act 
foolish. 

From this point, the two 
progress through basic training, 
doing so well that they are 
assigned to operate the army's 
new secret war machine. And 
off they go laughing and hell- 
raising along the way, finding 
themselves in lots of "oh-oh, look 
out!" situations from which 
Winger's zinger wit saves them. 

For a few minutes, one might 
believe that Murray is playing a 
character different from his 
usual arrogant, witty iconoclast. 
But have faith—about 10 
minutes into the film, it's ob- 
vious we are seeing the only 
character Murray has ever 
played on celluloid. 

THE SCRIPT, by Ramis, Len 
Blum and Dan Goldberg, is a 
showcase for Murray. The 
camera focuses on his antics 75 
percent of the time, and the rest 
of the time focuses on his 
reaction to every thing else. 

Ramis, who co-authored 
"Animal House," has written the 
same film in a military setting, 
but this time focusing on two 
characters instead of a funny 
ensemble of knuckleheads. 

Two scenes are so flagrantly 
ripped off from "Animal House" 
that, had he not written the first 
film, he would surely be sued. 
As it is, he should be shot. 

RAMIS NOT only has the 
nerve to write such a bad film; 
he also stars himself as Murray's 
straight man. 

Harold Ramis can be a decent 

actor (but not here) and a good 
comic actor (with Second City), 
but he has no business playing 
the second lead in this film. He 
goes through the motions like a 
retarded person, he is very ugly, 
and he has an irritating voice. 

The other characters in 
"Stripes" are nothing but 
stereotypes and caricatures, 
guaranteed to get a few laughs— 
when Murray is taking it easy. 
We have a fat guy, a dumb guy, 
a psycho, a tough sergeant, and 
a wimpy captain. 

And, of course, a couple of 
obligatory roles: the Hispanics 
and blacks who are used for a 
few jokes, and the two horny 
female MP's who always get 
Winger and Ziskey out of 
trouble and finally into the sack. 

JOHN CANDY, as Ox, and 
Warren Oates, as the drill 
sergeant, have the only tolerable 
roles in the film. Candy is a good 
comic actor (as he shows with 
Second City), and Oates is a 
good actor, period. 

Ivan Reitman, who co- 
produced "Animal House" and 
directed Murray in "Meatballs," 
provides no guidance through 
this mess. "Meatballs" was a 
very charming film with a 
tender subplot developing the 
relationship between Murray's 
camp counselor and his shy 
protege Rudy. 

But in "Stripes" Reitman 
turns on the camera and forces 
Murray to ham his way through 
a terrible script with a largely 
second-rate cast. 

NONE OF Murray's films— 
"Meatballs," "Where the 
Buffalo Roam," or "Stripes"— 
has tapped his potential as a 
comedian or as an actor. 

His years on "Saturday Night 
Live" proved that with good 
writing he can do virtually 
anything, and do it extremely 
well. Whether Murray's next 
film will show any of his talent 
remains to be seen. 

But if there are many more 
movies like "Stripes," he should 
be too embarassed to appear on 
film. 

"Stripes" is a piece of garbage 
which will be hard-pressed to 
make any audience laugh. It is 
not even worth the $1.50 
matinee price. Avoid it at all 
costs. 

Wheelchair Athletic Association 
will pick up the rest of the direct 
costs. 

However, Barton also will 
have to be responsible for his 
own incidental expenses such as 
passport, additional meals, and 
spending money. 

Barton, who lives in Mur- 
freesboro with his mother and 
stepfather, Mary and Doug 
Stem, got interested in 
wheelchair athletics three years 
ago while talking with some 
members of the Music City 
Wheelers. While the Wheelers 
concentrate mostly on 
basketball, they do participate 
in some track meets. In 1979, 
Barton went with them to one in 
Florida, planning to watch. 

IT DIDNT work out that 
way. He wound up competing, 
and was on his way. 

Quickly improving, he 
brought home a silver and a 
bronze medal from national 
competition in Champaign, 111. 
last year. 

Barton does play wheelchair 
basketball, "just for fun right 
now. I might join a team and 
compete later on." 

He already plays for the 
Rolling Raiders, MTSU campus 
wheelchair cage team. He also is 
active with the campus chapter 
of the Society for Disabled 
Students. 

NATURAL quickness, good 
timing, and a good chair are the 
keys to winning, says Barton. 
While he welcomes the 
challenge and the opportunities 
the international games will 
afford, he's already setting his 
sights on next year's Pan-Am 
Wheelchair Games. 

It's a ways from a high school 
basketball court—where Dodson 
once showed promise—to a 
wheelchair race in England— 
where he soon will be. 

But the record proves that 
Barton Dodson can adapt to 
whatever fate sends his way. 
Given a lemon, he makes 
lemonade. 

And no one who knows him is 
betting against his chances 
either in England or later in life. 

Due to seemingly endless 
mechanical difficulties, the 
last two issues of Sidelines 
were not published. 

We regret any in- 
convenience this may have 
caused our readers and 
advertisers. 

Sidelines will be 
published every Tuesday 
for the rest of the summer. 

Credit-hours available via ACT 
By BILL STETAR 

Staff Writer 

Perhaps you're a Shakespeare aficionado who can 
recite "Hamlet" flawlessly. Or maybe your father was an 
astute accountant who taught you everything he knew. 
Or, after all those years on the police force, you've 
learned everything there is to know about criminal in- 
vestigation. 

If you (and others like you) 
want to demonstrate that 
knowledge—and earn college 
credit at the same time—ACT- 
PEP may be what you're looking 
for. 

ACT-PEP (the American 
College Testing Program's 
Proficiency Examination 
Program) provides a person with 
one of several non-traditional 
ways of earning credit at MTSU. 

THROUGH THIS program, 
an MTSU student may earn as 
many as 44 credits by at- 
tempting a dozen examinations 
in lieu of 15 courses offered by a 
half dozen departments. 

Like CLEP (the College Level 
Examination Program), ACT- 
PEP allows the opportunity for 
individuals to earn credit by 
exam for knowledge gained 
outside the traditional 
thoroughfares of learning. 

Occupational training, work 
experience, correspondence 
courses, and self-study are just 
some of the ways this knowledge 
may have been acquired. 

Since 1963, schools nation- 
wide have awarded over a 
quarter of a million course 
credits on the basis of ACT-PEP 

test results. In 1980-81, more 
than 450 colleges and univer- 
sities were participating in this 
national proficiency-testing 
program. 

ACT-PEP offers a total of 56 
college-level proficiency exams 
in five areas—the arts and 
sciences, business, criminal 
justice, education and nursing. 

MTSU accepts satisfactory 
scores in 12 of these tests (in all 
areas except nursing) as suf- 
ficient for granting credit in lieu 
of taking the corresponding 
courses. 

The ACT-PEP exams 
generally include material 
taught in comparable one- or 
two-semester courses. They are 
designed to measure an in- 
dividual's grasp of the facts and 
terminology as well as testing 
the ability to apply the essential 
skills and concepts required in a 
particular subject area. 

All ACT-PEP exams contain 
either objective, essay, or a 
combination of essay and ob- 
jective items. 

EACH EXAM which MTSU 
considers for credit is three hours 
in length, with the exception of 
a four-hour exam in accounting. 

The exams are scored by the 
ACT in one of three ways— 
pass/fail, letter grading or 
standard scoring. 

Admissions and Records 
assesses the test results and 
awards credit to students who 
achieve a pass, a letter grade of 
"C" or better or a standard score 
equivalent to the 50th per- 
centile. However, students must 
not have already received credit 
in the course for which the test 
was taken. 

Credits earned through this 
program are not assigned a 
grade and therefore do not 
influence a student's grade point 
average. An unsatisfactory score 
is not recorded on a student's 
transcript. 

Although MTSU's Un- 
dergraduate Council approved 
credit-by-examination through 
ACT-PEP over four years ago, 
Dean   Cliff   Gillespie   of   Ad- 

missions and Records notes that 
"only two or three people" have 
had their test scores sent to that 
office for credit evaluation. 

GILLESPIE speculated that 
the small number of students 
taking advantage of this 
program may be due to the 
program's expense. 

The 12 ACT-PEP exams 
MTSU accepts for credit range 
in price from $40 to $125. Most 
of the exams, however, cost 
either $60 or $125 each. 

The average cost for the 12 
exams MTSU approves for credit 
is about $68. 

The tests are administered on 
campus by the Guidance and 
Counseling Office. Four testing 
sessions are scheduled between 
now and next June, but not all 
exams are offered each session. 

Students planing to take the 
exams should register for them 
at least six weeks in advance. 

MM 


