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Letters to the Editor 
Resident claims University Courtyard infringes on rights 

I have lived at University Courtyard since 
August. 

Now first off, it is a nice concept and a 
good idea for those who don't want to live 
on campus. However, I am at the point now 
where I have had enough. University 
Courtyard has a few secrets that I think war- 
rants attention. 

First off, the staff is very unprofessional 
and is constantly trying to rip someone off. 
They assign miscellaneous fees for things 
like trash, damages and even noise. 

University Courtyard sent out letters in 
January saying that if you wanted to renew 
your lease, you had to do so by February. 
Technically, leases are not up until July 31. 
Why should a college student renew a lease 
five months in advance? 

If you didn't renew, you had to give them 
another $300 security deposit, as well as 
relocate to another apartment. 

What is so hard about transferring the 
deposit that they already have? And if you 
give the them another deposit, what hap- 
pens to the one that they already have? 

University Courtyard is notorious for not 
fixing things as well. 

I moved in last August, and my carpet 
still hasn't been cleaned, and the blinds 
have been broken since day one. 

When maintenance does decide to come 
to your apartment, don't worry about being 
there. They already have a key, and you 
never get anv warning that they are coming. 

They are supposed to give you 24-hours 
notice.  Also, they never conduct  inspec- 

tions while you are there, and they try to 
charge you for damages. But, I never have an 
idea about what they are doing because I am 
never there. 

Why would anyone decide to randomly 
inspect around Christmas break when they 
know people are going to be out of town? 

Adults live here and pay rent. I have trou- 
ble understanding why they want to resort 
to some of the things that would take place 
in a dorm. 

Speaking of rudeness, let me tell you how 
room assignments have been known to go. 

My roommate and I have lived here since 
August. In November, they decide to put a 
new person in. You would think that the 
profile cards that we fill out when we move 
in and review so that we can move in with 
someone that we feel comfortable with 
would serve some purpose, right? Well, one 
day some girl came to my door and walked 
in with boxes in her hand. My initial 
response was. "Who the hell is this?" 

She had signed a lease, and the people in 
the leasing office suggested our apartment. 
It would have been nice to get a call from 
the office to let us know that someone was 
considering our apartment. 

Furthermore, we could have at least met 
the girl before she moved in. She could have 
been an ax murderer, kleptomaniac or any 
other colorfully dangerous or weird human 
being. 

When I brought this to the attention of 
management, they told me they would glad- 
lv fill out a police report in the event of a 

mishap. 
I have a friend that used to live in 

University Courtyard, but guess what our 
friendly staff did to them. 

These two females had been in their 
apartment for about six months. About three 
weeks ago, management decided to fill the 
apartment since there were some available 
rooms. 

Little did my friends know one of the two 
people they moved in was a male. Yes, the 
opposite sex, and they didn't even consult 
with those that had been living there. 

These are just a few reasons that I feel the 
University Courtyard is only concerned 
about money. 

They falsely advertise on a regular basis 
— they don't pay for referrals, even though 
they say they do, and the bus that they sup- 
posedly have to bring students to school 
and provide transportation to and from 
Courtyard — it doesn't exist. But they use 
that as a reason for people without trans- 
portation to move in. 

The staff at University Courtyard must 
realize that this is the place that we must 
call home. And as all college students know, 
money is nothing to be played with. 

If you are looking for somewhere to live 
and want to save yourself money and has- 
sle, I strongly suggest anywhere but 
University Courtyard. 

Loreida Jennings 
Freshman, College of Basic 
and Applied Sciences 
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University Courtyard also 
fails to keep its promises 

I moved into University 
Courtyard in May of 1999 
because I did not have a car 
and they promised bus serv- 
ice to campus. 

When the bus service was 
suddenly discontinued two 
months later, I spoke with 
both University Courtyard 
and MTSU officials to no 
avail. 

I then reported University 
Courtyard to the Better 
Business Bureau for break- 
ing their promise. 

They never acknowledged 
my complaint or offered to 
try to compensate for my 
trouble. 

Thankfully, after a year of 

riding my bike or walking to 
class through the rain, snow 
and mud. my lease is almost 
up. 

While I am unaware of 
any problems currently 
being experienced by other 
lessees. I tend to believe 
them. 

The office staff is often 
rude, and I once saw the 
property manager make a 
girl cry. 

There is simply no excuse 
for the lack of professional- 
ism they exhibit. 

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth C. Ferguson 
Senior Liberal Arts 

CSCI, MATH, and ETIS Majors 

$2500 NSF Scholarships available to quali- 
fied juniors, seniors, and graduate students 
in these three departments. Check the web 
site (http://www.mtsu.edu/~collbas/nsf) for 
more information and an application or call 

the Office of the Dean of the College of 
Basic and Applied Sciences (898-2613). 

Interested in a Ph. D? 
The MTSU McNair Scholars Program 
provides experiences that prepare students 
for graduate school. The program has a few 
openings for an August start date. If you are 
a sophomore or a junior, are interested in 
pursuing a Ph. D. and becoming a college 
teacher, please apply. Applications are 
available in the McNair Office, Todd 013 
(904-8462), and on the McNair web site: 
http://www.mtsu.edu/~mcnair. 
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Sidelines is now accepting a x 
for Advertising & Distribution 

for Fall Semester 2000 

ations 

pilillent experience for your resume. 
Apply / Interview Now to work in the Fall 

(Must have a 2.5 GPA minimum) 

- Advertising  Sales  Representatives 
- Advertising  Production &  Design 
- Delivery  /  Distribution Staff 

< 

Sales 
- Must work 20 hours/week 

on and off campus, 
Monday - Friday Days 

- Must have a car 

- Must be a high energy, 
outgoing, organized achiever 

Production 
Must work 15 - 20 hours/week, 
Afternoons and nights on 
deadline days 

Must have knowledge of 
QuarkXPress and/or PhotoShop 

Must be creative, attentive to 
detail, and work well under 
pressure 

Distribution 
- Must deliver papers on/off 

campus 6-8 am on 
publication days 

- Must have reliable car or truck 

- Must be dependable, work 
independently and have a good 
attitude 


