
2 ■ Wednesday, June 30, 1999 ■ SIDELINES 

49 year-old drunken driver kills 
pregnant woman and her baby 

Associated Press 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP)-Aman 
was sentenced to 49 years in jail for 
a drunken-driving accident that 
killed a pregnant woman and her 
daughter, li occurred while he was 
headed to jail for a prior drunken 
driving conviction. 

Donald Wayne Branch of 
Memphis was sentenced Monday 
by Criminal Court Judge Chris 
Craft for the May 30, 1997. crash 
that killed Stefanie Brown Kuehl 
and her 6-month-old daughter, 
Zadie Elese Kuehl. 

"Mr. Branch has utter contempt 

for the laws of society," Craft said. 
"This is every mother and fathers 
worst nightmare, and I'm afraid for 
society when Mr. Branch is 
released in about 15 years. 

"He has shown absolutely no 
remorse, and I believe when he's 
out. he'll start drinking and driving 
again." 

Branch, 33, was on his way to 
serve a weekend sentence at the 
county penal farm when his vehicle 
slammed into the side of Mrs. 
Kuehl's car. Authorities said his 
blood-alcohol level was 0.22, more 
than twice the legal limit. 

Branch, who has two prior 

drunken-driving convictions, was 
convicted in April on two counts of 
aggravated vehicular homicide 
involving alcohol and driving on a 
revoked license. 

In his first public statements 
about the accident. Branch said at 
his sentencing that he is a good 
driver. 

"I know I'm not perfect, but I 
hope everyone can forgive me for 
the accident because it was not 
intentional," he said. "I am a very 
cautious driver. I pay attention to 
everything around me." 

Mrs. Kuehl, who was three 
months    pregnant,    was    the 

daughter of Dave Brown, a 
weatherman for WMC-TV and a 
longtime announcer on professional 
wrestling television shows in 
Memphis. 

"I guess we couldn't have asked 
for anything more from the 
system," Brown said. The system 
failed early on (in dealing with 
Branch's prior offenses), but now I 
think the verdict and sentence will 
help send the message that 
society's not going to put up with 
scofflaws who drink and drive." 

Branch can be considered for 
parole after serving 30 percent of 
his sentenced 

Kosovo rebel force hands in weapons 
Donna Bryson 
Associated Pi 

PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AP) - 
Members of the Kosovo rebel 
force gathered at NATO- 
designati d assi mbly points today 
and beg handing in weapons 
under a demilitarization deal 
With intl | Keepers. 

Alsi I  iti larch Pavle, 
Serbia ligious leader, 
made -<    visit   to   a 
semi: ai hi southern town of 
Prizrei iade elderly Serbs 
holed ii remain in the 
provin continued 
looting '   rching of Serb 
homes. 

NAT its control in the 
southern province will be 
strengthened bj the handover of 
weapon: by the- Kosovo 
Liberation Army, part of a June 
21 demilitarization agreement. 

Under the deal, the ethnic 
Albanian fighters must put their 
weapons into NATO-guarded 
storage sites and carry them only 
in designated assembly areas. 
They are also to vacate their 
military positions. 

By this morning. 3.735 KLA 
fighters had assembled, believed 
to be one quarter of the total 
force, said Lt. Col. Louis 
Garneau, a spokesman for the 
NATO-led peacekeeping force. 

He said 124 of them officially 

demobilized, but it appeared that 
an unspecified number of 
fighters took off their uniforms 
and left. 

The KLA also collected 576 
weapons, a small percentage of 
the total number believed to be 
in their hands. They have 
another 30 days to deliver the 
weapons 

The demilitarization measures 
are taking place at 40 designated 
arms collection points and 45 
personnel assembly areas across 
Kosovo. 

"What you are beginning to 
see is the reintroduction of 
former UCK members into the 
mainstream of Kosovo's society," 
Garneau said, using the 
Albanian-language initials of the 
rebel army. 

British Lt Gen. Mike Jackson, 
commander of the peacekeeping 
force, and Agim Ceku, the KLA's 
duel of staff, were scheduled to 
meet later today to discuss the 
demilitarization process. 

Gen. Wesley Clark, the 
supreme NATO commander in 
Europe, said KLA commanders 
were cooperating well. But the 
test, he said, would be whether 
individual soldiers honor the 
handover or pursue their own 
vendettas.In an interview with 
Albanian state television, Ceku 
said the disarmament agreement 
"is   a   sign   that   the   Kosovo 

Liberation Army has become a 
decisive factor in Kosovo." 

The KLA plans to transform 
itself into a political movement 
in advance of elections for a 
transitional government in the 
province following the end of the 
78-day war and the return of 
some 860.000 ethnic Albanians 
exoelled since NATO bombings 
began March 24 

Serb clerics were appealing to 
Western leaders to curb repirsal 
attacks by ethnic Albanians 
against Kosovo Serbs, warning 
the violence could produce an 
ethnically pure Kosovo. 

Church  leaders  were 
urging Serbs to remain in the 
province. 

During his visit to Prizren. 
Patriarch Pavle reiterated the 
church's call on Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic to 
step down. 

"We have made a strong 
appeal to him (Milosevic) to leave 
power in the best interest of his 
people and that a government for 
national salvation be formed." 
Pavle said. 

Asked about damage done to 
monasteries and churches in 
Kosovo, Pavle, apparently 
referring to Serb victims of 
ethnic Albanian revenge killings, 
said. "I feel the same way a 
family father feels when his 
children are killed." 
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In the seminary, people were 
asking for the patriarch's advice 
what to do, and he replied: "Don't 
leave." 

Pavle traveled in a convoy of 
cars heavily guarded by 
Norwegian soldiers. One of them 
was sitting in Pavle's car for 
extra protection. Despite the 
passed deadline to take off 
uniforms, a KLA military 
policeman stood guard near the 
seminary. 

NATO is hoping that the 
attacks against Serbs will 
subside now that ethnic Albanian 
rebels have turned over their 
weapons to peacekeepers as part 
of the agreement by the KLA to 
demilitarize over 90 days. 

German peacekeepers imposed 
a 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew on 
Kosovo's second-largest city, 
Prizren. 

The move was aimed at 
clamping down on arson attacks 
on Serb and Gypsy property by 
ethnic Albanians seeking revenge 
for the horrors of the Serb 
crackdown, which ended when 
Milosevic accepted an 
international peace agreement on 
June 12. 

In an attempt to restore a 
semblance of order, U.N. envoy 
Sergio Vieira de Mello named a 
judicial panel of four local and 
three international officials to 
appoint judges to deal with about 
200 people arrested in Kosovo 
since the peacekeepers' arrival 
this month.■ 

The first lady 
accused of 
misusing 
taxpayer funds 

Marc Humbert 
Associated Press Writer 

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) - A conservative group alleged 
Tuesday that Hillary Rodham Clinton is misusing taxpayer 
unds for "personal political benefit" as she explores a 
ampaign for a Senate seat from New York. 

"We will be seeking appropriate remedies which may 
nclude the return of the money for the U.S. taxpayer and 
vhich would also include other types of action to prevent this 
rom happening in the future," said Larry Klayman, chairman 
ind general counsel for the Washington, DC.-based Judicial 
Vatch. 

A spokeswoman for Mrs. Clinton said the first lady had 
ollowed requirements set by the Federal Elections 
Commission. 

"The travel that she made to New York - whether it was on 
>ehalf of her role as first lady or for a candidate or a campaign 
she was very aware of«making sure that she played by the 

ules put in place by the FEC," Marsha Berry said. 
When Mrs. Clinton appears at fund-raising events for other 

>oliticians, they are required to reimburse the federal 
jovernment for part of her travel costs. Her other travel costs 

jave been picked up by taxpayers. 

Klayman said Judicial Watch is preparing a lawsuit 
alleging "the misuse of taxpayer funds for personal political 
benefit." 

The group has filed repeated lawsuits challenging the 
Clinton camp's fund raising. 

Mrs. Clinton is to announce creation of a Senate exploratory 
committee in early July. It will allow her to raise money to 
cover campaign-like expenses, including political travel to 
New York state. 

Aides have already said Mrs. Clinton will continue to use 
military aircraft because of security recommendations from 
the Secret Service, but will reimburse the government for her 
political trips. Taxpayers will pay for her Secret Service 
protection. 

Meanwhile, aides to the prospective Senate candidate put 
the finishing touches on plans for her 13th trip to New York 
this year even as one of her possible Republican Senate 
opponents, New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, set off to 
visit her childhood backyard - Chicago for fund-raising and to 
attend a Chicago Cubs game. 

Mrs. Clinton, a devoted Cubs fan, drew attention recently 
when she said she also was a New York Yankees fan. Giuliani 
is an ardent Yankees fan and said he had never seen her at 
Yankee stadium. 

Asked why the mayor had decided to attend a Cubs game 
while in Chicago, political aide Bruce Teitelbaum said: "It's a 
great ballpark and the mayor is a REAL fan." 

Giuliani also plans a fund-raising event later this summer 
in Arkansas, where Mrs. Clinton was first lady before moving 
to the White House.! 
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