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Jordan is '99.9' percent retired 
CHICAGO (AP) — Michael Jordan 

thought about reducing the whole affair to 
just two words. "I'm gone." 

That would have worked. After all, he 
marked his return with a two-word fax that 
said: "I'm back." 

But this occasion called for more — and 
Jordan knew it. So, with his wife at his side 
and in the arena where he worked his 
magic, he almost cried and almost sounded 
content in pronouncing himself retired 
from the Chicago Bulls — leaving himself 
the tiniest of outs. 

"Mentally, I'm exhausted. I don't feel I 
have a challenge. Physically, I feel great," 
the 35-year-old Jordan told a packed news 
conference at the United Center. "This is a 
perfect time for me to walk away from the 
game." 

In doing so, for the second time in five 
years, the NBAs greatest player ended his 
13-year career with six championships, five 
MVP awards, 10 scoring titles and 
unsurpassed worldwide fame. 

Is it forever this time? 
"I never say never, but it's 95, 99.9 

percent. I'm very secure in my decision," 
Jordan said. 

Pressed on the tiny window he left open, 
Jordan said: "Ninety-nine point-nine is as 
you read it. It's not really 100 percent, but 
it's close. 

So that's where I stand. I'm not going to 
say 'never', never. I'll say 99.9. Take it for 
what it's worth." 

Pressed again on why he wouldn't say 
100 percent, Jordan shot back: "Because it's 
my 1 percent and not yours." 

Jordan looked dapper as always, 
wearing a dark blue suit, shimmering gold 
tie and gold earring dangling from his left 
lobe. The only thing that looked out of place 
was the bandage wrapped around his right 
index finger. Jordan said he severed a 
tendon while cutting a cigar, an injury that 
needs surgery and would have sidelined 
him for the first two months of the season" 
had he not retired. 

The injury had no bearing on his 
decision, which he said he made several 
months ago but waited to announce until 
the lockout ended. 

Jordan alluded to his first retirement in 
1993, when he briefly pursued a 
professional baseball career before 
returning late in the 1994-95 season. 

"Well, we do this again for the second 
time," he said to open the news conference. 

A few sentences later he added: "There 
won't be another announcement to baseball 
or anything to that nature." 

"I thought about saying two words — 
'I'm gone' — but I owe the fans and the 
media more than that," he said. 

"It's tough. I'm doing a good job of trying 
to hold back the emotions because it's like 
taking away something that I truly have 
loved. I started when I was 12 years old, 
I'm 36 next month, so for 24 years I've been 
playing the game. It's sad that I'm leaving 
the game, but it's happy because my life is 
starting to go into a whole other stage."■ 
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NBA losing one of 
its all-time greats 

Keith Ryan Cartwright 
Staff Reporter 

Yogi Berra once uttered the 
famous words. "It ain't over, till 
it's over." 

For Michael Jordan, the time 
has come and in deed, it is over. 

At the very least, he's 99.9 
percent sure it's over. 

During a press conference 
Wednesday in Chicago, the 
announcement everyone 
expected yet dreaded was 
made. Jordan officially retired 
from the NBA. 

It's only apparent that on a 
basketball court, Jordan 
became one of the greatest, if 
not the greatest, player in the 
history of the game. 

His emergence over the 
years, however, has come to 
mean a lot more than 
basketball. While Jordan the 
basketball player may have 
walked away from professional 
basketball, Jordan the public 
figure still remains a large part 
of today's culture. 

I was fortunate enough in 
December of 1996 to watch 
Jordan and his cast of 
characters in a game against 
the Los Angeles Clippers at the 
L.A. Sports Arena. 

His electrifying presence 
during pre-game warm-ups had 
to do with more than his 
athletic skills. Sometimes all a 
person has to do is walk into a 
room and they're able to 
capture everyone's attention. 

That's what makes them 
superstars. I'm not shedding 
any new light by calling Jordan 
a superstar, in fact he's 
probably an icon, more so than 
anything. Like a lot of others, I 

almost feel compelled to say, 
"thanks." But doing so, 
however, would be to imply 
that society wouldn't be hearing 
from him again. Such is not 
likely to be the case 

Jordan is as much a part of 
history as the demise of the 
communist party, the 
assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, World War II or 
any other major event. Mention 
the name Michael Jordan and 
there's a person around who 
doesn't know who he is. 

Whether it's right or wrong, 
the image and likeness of 
Jordan truly has transcended 
far beyond a basketball court. 

Through it all, Jordan has 
had to endure. Yet, never once 
has he wavered, even slightly, 
from representing himself with 
anything less than the 
professionalism he played the 
game with. 

During his press conference, 
he spoke of looking forward to 
enjoying the simple things in 
life that many people take for 
granted. His wife even joked 
that he was going to have to 
take his turn with car pooling 
their children. 

It will probably be hard, 
even nearly impossible, for 
Jordan to live like a so called 
"regular" guy, but we need to 
respect his choice. After all, he's 
made an awful lot of beneficial 
choices already. History always 
has a way of repeating itself, so 
there's a good chance Jordan's 
wish to walk away now is the 
right thing to do. 

It's only a matter of time 
before he reemerges with a new 
bag full of desires and in the 
mean time, the impact of "His 
Airness" is everywhere..* 

ANY CD 
SALT a PEPPE 
896-7777 207 Sanbyrn Dr. Murfreesboro 
896-7770 Jackson Heights Plaza Broad St. 

Murfreesboro 
444-7724 (K-Mart Plaza) West Main St. 

Lebanon IN 
10% MTSU STUDENT DISCOUNT WITH LD. 

1 Not gaud with >ny other offer In nock Itomi only IOJTY no ntndiedo EXP. 02-15-99 

'^^^^^^^^^>:>i>l>l^^>l^>r>t^^^^^:MMM^^>{J 

PANAMA CITY BEAC 

STAY HERE AND PARTY HERE. 
fe SHARE OUR BEACH WITH SHARKY" 
•EACH CLUB -THE HOTTEST SPOT O 

PANAMA CITY BEACH! 
FREE BEER PARTIES - 

LIVE BANDS DAY 4 NIGHT ! 
CALL FOR DETAILS & 

RESERVE YOUR HOT SPOT! 
i TiMir Our fams 'in llir round' on Ihrnrl (a mmmttmmm 

Mwimu 

(.'.ill |-«00-ill-222«J • Confidential 

TciL.- ('.me 0/ Yaunetf So You ('«» Tula: (&K «/ V<>IIT Bnfn-. 

PREMIER STUDENT HOUSING 

■•-•**"' 

,«HT\*j)rl)Pa rtimnl rl rnm 

2 AND 4 
BEDROOM 

ARTMENTS 

One EASY monthly payment includes 

EVERYTHING! 

•Electric Utilities 1'u.iil •Compuiet Lab 
•Basic Cable Paid "Fullr Equipped Filness 
•Basic Phone Paid! Center 
•Fully Furnished Apartments •Roomaie Matching System 
•Intrusion Alarm •Individual Leases (You are 
•Full Si/ed Washet >V Dryer only responsible for yourself) 
•Clubhouse 

UNIVERSITY COURTYARD APARTMENTS 
CALL (615) 907-0600 TODAY! 

(615) 907-0665 (fax) 
1540 New Lascassas Highway 

Murfreesboro. TN 37130 
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Boston Pops 
Esplanade Orchestra 

Saturday, January 16,1999 
Murphy Center, 8:00 p.m. 

All reserved: $50, $40, and $35 

Call 898-2103 for information 
MTSU students get discount with valid MTSU ID 

at the MTSU Ticket Office only. 
Presented by MTSU Concerts in association with TPAC. 

Sponsored by The Tennessean, Nashville Public Radio WPLN 90.3, 
Mix WJXA 92.9, and WSMV-TV Channel 4. 

Two hour program to include popular selections from "Titanic," John 
Williams' score to "Hook," a set with guest vocalist Robin McElhatten, 
selections from "Runnin' Wild: The Boston Pops Plays Glenn Miller" 
and a medley of Elvis Presley favorites titled "Long Live the King." 
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You Survived The 
THrfL 

Now get the gifts you really wanted! 
$&! mm *8©  z, Shopping.com 
fcO^'y?--    Yoor source for Bock-to-Schooi Everything! 

Sign vp for . 
M.nlaili.r Acc.nt    .»•.■"»-ix 

•torn Bono. Dollar. x«*£5»*»iilj 

•Perfconolixed Shopping.List 
•FrM Emo.ll 

SOO Mlnwt*  Prn-Pald 

Phone Cards 
Call your Mother, she misses you. 

as? $SO°° 
CCm •*"•• Avoilobl. in IOO *   If   ft* 

300   MinuM » I. jf 
• No •h-inga onochW      JJiJgp /flit 
• Ne<en»ec*en choro. *4**JWsQ 

t monthly billing 
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KUC Theater 
ADAM SMDLER 

miERBOY 
www.thcwatcrbay-themovie.cam 

0*f*utrs b» But** VIST* PIcruRCfi DISTRIBUTION 
■-•rouCMSTONt wciums 

Last showings tonight!! 
Jan. 14 -Thursday 

7 & 9:30 pm $2.00 Admission 
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Jonsp.rt  'AntnHllo' 
Daypack 
With IMW bottom $ 29.OO 

Jansport 'Mega' 
Student Backpack 
3700 cobK inch..'     $47.00 

Boots      f\in,iu    imcm 
We alto carry TEXTBOOKS 

at Incredibly Low Prices! 

CAKE  £JUJ 

psMje^pt.. 

100% Whey Protein 
OHXolohl   Dr,„k J   I   0.90 
li« »rk. 539 OO 
to» Sow    MM 
*sr •.....„• 
Cr.atin. Complex-% 
Jo! Com. ~ $39.99 
I"' »"<• $59.95 
rou Jov.  .S19 10' 

E51 4>i 

JACKIE CHAN    CHRIS TUCKER 

RUSH HOUR 
PG i3."i », a 

«»limiHirS«! 

NEXT WEEK - Jan. 19/20/21 
Tues/Wed/Thur        7 & 9:30 p.m. 

Admission only $2.00 
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Better Grades in Less Time 
7:30pm, Tuesday, Jan. 26, FREE        f 

McWherter LRC Multi-Media Room     ■ 
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