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Raiders triumph 17-14 

By MIKE JONES 
Sidelines Sports Editor 

Albert Lane is only 5-feet-8- 
inches tall and 160 pounds, but 
he was the biggest man on the 
field Saturday in the eyes of 
Murray State. 

With   just   over   a   minute 
remaining in the game and the 
score tied, Lane intercepted a 
pass at the Murray State 38 and 
hauled   it   down   a   half-yard 
inbounds to give MTSU the 
ball    back    after    they    had 
fumbled it away on the Murray 
21-yard line three plays earlier. 

THE  INTERCEPTION  set 
up a quick two-play drive by 
the Blue Baiders, culminating 
in   a   49-yard   field   goal   by 
Franklin's Kelly Potter out of 
Brad  Zeitner's  hold  with  sue 
seconds on the clock.  MTSU 
came away a 17-14 winner. 

Potter hammered the kick, 
which had about 10 yards to 
spare, igniting 11,000 
Homecoming fans. 

The win pushed MTSU to 5- 
1 on the year, 3-1 in the 
conference. 

But it was Lane's in- 
terception which put MTSU 
back in the driver's seat after 
almost everyone thought their 
luck had run out. 

"I HAD IT. I knew we had 
to make the turnover," the 
Mount Pleasant native said 
after the game. "I had a good 
angle on the ball, and I knew I 
would make the catch." 

Potter's kick was even more 
astounding in that he had not 
kicked two days before that, 
and had been having injury 
troubles with his plant leg. 

"He ripped it, dead center," 

MTSU Head Coach Boots 
Donnelly said. "He had a thigh 
problem and didn't even kick 
the last two days." 

EVEN THOUGH there 
might've been time to get off a 
play (Potter's kick came on 
third down), there was no 
question in Donnelly's mind 
about sending the former 
Father By an star in. 

"We would've kicked Kelly 
for the world record," said 
Donnelly, who celebrated his 
birthday with the victory. 
"With no extra leg effort, Kelly 
can kick 55 to 60 yards. There 
was no doubt about it." 

It was Potter's third field 
goal of the day. The first two 
came in the second quarter. 

THE GAME, from the 
MTSU point of view, was not 
without a bundle of mistakes. 

The Blue Baiders fumbled four 
times, giving up three of those. 
Murray State fumbled five 
times, but only lost one. There 
were 18 penalties called 
between the two teams. 

"We made more mistakes 
than we've made in five weeks 
total," Birthday boy Donnelly 
said. "I think that was the first 
time we fumbled in two and a 
half games. We had a tough 
time getting the players up 
after the Eastern game. 

"Thank God we didn't quit 
after being down," Donnelly 
added. "I told Frank [Beamer, 
Murray head coach] it was a 
tough game for them to lose. It 
would have been a terrible 
game for us to lose. I thought 
we deserved to win as much as 
we fought." 

(continued on page 10) 
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MTSU ranked 
11th in nation 

With Saturday's win over Murray State, MTSU jumped from a 
tie for 14th in the nation to 11th in the nation in the NCAA I-AA 
Top 20 poll released yesterday. 

The Baiders defeated Murray State 17-14, and travel to 
Clarksville this week to face Austin Peay. 

Eastern Illinois and Idaho are tied for ninth in the poll, while 
Tennessee State is ranked 12th. 

MTSU cornerback Albert Lane rests on the sidelines after 
making an interception with just over a minute to play in the 
Blue Raiders game against Murray State Saturday. The in- 
terception set up the winning field goal, kicked by Kelly Potter 
seconds later, giving MTSU a 17-14 win over the Racers. 

Potter, Mathis honored 

Freshman Mike Mathis 
makes big contributions 

Mike Mathis 
OVC Rookie of the Week 

Kelly Potter 
OVC Specialist of the Week 

Two MTSU players 
received honors from the 
Ohio Valley Conference for 
their performances against 
Murray State in the Blue 
Baider's 17-14 win. 

Linebacker Mike Mathis 
was selected OVC Bookie of 
the Week, while placekicker 
Kelly Potter was named OVC 
Specialist of the Week. 

MATHIS, a 6-foot-1, 210- 
pound freshman from Cin- 
cinnati's  Boger  Bacon  High 

By DON TILLETT 
Sidelines Sports Writer 

Mike Mathis, who collected 
14 tackles and a fumble 
recovery against Murray State 
in MTSU's 17-14 win over the 
Bacers, has been named OVC 
Bookie of the Week. 

Mathis, a freshman from 
Boger Bacon High School in 
Cincinnati, was relatively 
unknown until starting 
linebacker Bandy Carr went 
down with a stress fracture 
during the Eastern Kentucky 
game. Mathis stepped in a 
had 15 tackles. 

He said he hasmixed 
emotions about the award. 

"IT IS GOOD, but I made 
plenty of mistakes," Mathis 
said, pointing out that many 
of the mistakes were due to 
nervousness. 

Mathis made his first start 
of the season after playing in 
a reserve role for much of the 
season. 

"I was placing a lot of 
pressure on myself, and the 
coach [Boots Donnelly] just 
told me to relax," Mathis 
said. 

Besides Donnelly, Mathis 
gave credit to the injured 
Carr and linebacker Allen 
Ball. 

"BANDY CABB and Allen 
Ball discussed things with me. 
The coaches watched me and 

told me what I needed to 
know, but they were like 
second and third coaches to 
me," he said. 

Mathis praised the rest of 
the defensive unit as well for 
their turnaround in play, as 
turnovers thwarted Murray 
scoring opportunities and set 
up the winning field goal. 

"Everyone started to get 
back to the game plan on 
defense," Mathis said. 

This was evidenced by the 
fact that Murray could only 
manage a 35-yard scoring 
strike after the first drive of 
the game, which went 85 
yards and resulted in a 
touchdown. 

MATHIS, who may have 
earned a starting spot for the 
rest of the season, learned in 
Saturday's game there is not 
too much difference between 
being a reserve and starting. 

"I learned that coming in 
there first-string is not too 
much different from coming 
in there second-string. I've 
played in every game but 
never started." 

One positive thing from all 
of the one-sided victories 
earlier in the year was that 
many more players than 
normal got the chance to play 
and that move is paying off 
now—especially for Mathis. 
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A Winning Combination 
Kelly Potter (45) booms the winning field goal Saturday against Murray State as reserve quar- 
terback Brad Zeitner (19) makes the hold. The 49-yard kick with six seconds left to play gave 
MTSU a 17-14 win over the Racers. 
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SCORES FBOM THIS WEEKEND IN THE OVC: 
Akron 31, Morehead State 0 

Youngstown State 41. Austin Peay 19 
Middle Tennessee 17, Murray State 14 

Western Kentucky 17, Tennessee Tech 0 
Eastern Kentucky-idle 

NEXT WEEK 
Middle Tennessee at Austin Peay 

Morehead State at Tennessee Tech 
Murray State at Akron 

Western Kentucky at Eastern Kentucky 
Youngstown State at Northern Iowa 

School, led all tacklers in the 
MTSU vs. Murray State 
game, picking up 14 stops. He 
also recovered a fumble. 

Potter is a former Father 
Ryan High School star who 
hails from Franklin. The 
junior placekicker had three 
field goals against Murray 
State, with the final one (with 
six seconds remaining) being 
the game-winner for the Blue 
Baiders. 

Zeitner 
remains 
key man 

By MAT WILLIAMS 
Sidelines Associate Editor 

Brad Zeitner started eight 
games at quarterback for the 
MTSU football team last fall. 
He completed 41 of 124 passes 
for 615 yards and six touch- 
downs. 

This year the Marshalltown, 
Iowa, native hasn't started, 
and has completed seven of 19 
passes for only 42 yards and 
one touchdow n. 

ITS A SITUATION like this 
that can make a player have 
second thoughts about playing 
college football. 

Not Brad Zeitner. 
The 6-foot-3-inch, 190- 

pound senior is not getting 
much playing time during the 
Baiders' current 5-1 campaign, 
but is still making a very- 
valuable contribution as back- 
up quarterback to starter 
Mickey Corwin and holder for 
field goals and extra points. 

IT WAS Zeitner's soft hands 
that placed the ball in perfect 
position for Kelly Potter to nail 
a 49-yard field goal with six 
seconds remaining in Satur- 
day's win over Murray State. 
The kick was perhaps the single 
biggest play of the 1983 season, 
as it kept the hopes of an MTSU 
playoff bid alive. 

"I guess I was just con- 
centrating on catching the snap 
and putting in on the tee," 
Zeitner explained. "The snap 
was good and the kick was 
good." 

Baider Head Coach Boots 
Donnelly had no doubt that the 
placement for the kick would 
be good saying "Brad Zeitner is 
one of the best holders I've ever 
seen." 

Zeitner takes pride in being 
the holder in this type 
situation. 

"I LOOK FOBWABD to it," 
he said. "It's a pressure-packed 
situation. You've got one 
chance and that's it. It's an 
awfully easy job when you've 
got a kicker like Kelly Potter." 

Zeitner came to MTSU from 
Ellsworth  Junior   College  in 
Iowa Falls, Iowa, after leading 
his  team  to a 9-2 mark  and 
helping     them     finish     fifth 

(continued on pane 10) 


