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Abstract

This thesisis a comparativestudythatexaminesontinuitiesandinstabilitiesin violent
practicesnherentin slaveryin theancientworld and in America. In particular,it
explorestheviolenceusedin maintainingslaveryin ancientRomeandin the souttern
United Statesandit argueghattheviolence,essentiato slaveryalsoweakenedt. It is
concernedvith how slavestatusvasacquiredandmaintainedandthe waysviolence
definedthe slaveexperienceThethesisincludesa critical evaluationof thelawsand
literatureof ancientRomeandthe AmericanSouththatpertainto theviolence
perpetuate@gainstslavesUsingtextsthatforegroundhe perspectivef theenslaved,

thestudylooksat the problemin ancientRomeandin the AmericanSouth.
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Chapter 1
Slavery and Violence

Introduction

In hisessayfi 6 \Wolf bytheE a r M.IGF i n | AmgledatSlaveryand Modern
Ideologyin HistoricalC o n t &rerttShawacknowledgesheimportanceof
comparativestudiesin theexaminatiorof slavery. Hewrites,ii B e ¢ aftheire
proximity to our own age the Americanslavesystemsanprovideuswith historical
details,bothon structual aspect®of the systemand,perhapsnoreimportantly,onthe
personakxperiencesf the slaveshemselvesthatareentirelyabsenfrom the Greekand
Romand o s s'iSkawis riotalonein his view thatcomparisondetweenancientand
Americanslavesystemsoffer valuableinsightsinto both systemsandalsointo the nature
of slaveryitself. In agreementvith Shaw,this studyof slaveryandviolenceextendsa
long-standingscholarlyconversatioraboutthe natureof slaveryby revealingcontinuities
in theviolent practicesof slaveryin ancientRomeandthe AmericanSouth.

Thisthesisis a comparativestudythatexaminesontinuitiesandinstabilitiesin
practicesnherent in slaveryin theancientworld andAmerica.lt exploresheviolent
practicesusedin maintainingslaveryin ancientRomeandthe southernJnited States|t
is concernedvith how slavestatuswvasacquiredandmaintainedandthe waysviolence
definedthe slaveexperienceThethesisincludesa critical evaluationof thelawsand

literatureof ancientRomeandthe AmericanSouththatpertainto theviolence

! BrentShaw,i 6 \Wolf bytheE a r M. 8 F i n eAngieatSlaveryandModern
Ideologyin HistoricalC o n t @AncieniSlaveryand Modernldeologyby Mosesl. Finley
(Princeton:MarkusWienerPublishers2017),11.



perpetuate@gainstslaveslt alsolooksatthe problemof slaveryin ancientRomeandin
the American Souththroughthelensof the slaveandslaveownerclass.

Thethesismakesuseof primarysourceghatrecordboththe perspectivef the
slaveandthe masterlt includesa uniqgueexaminatiorof thetextsof TerenceandMoses
Roperto showpersisentproblemsn slavepractices. Thewritings of Cato,Varro,and
FrederickDouglassareusedto contextualizeandaffirm theideaspresentedn theworks
by TerenceandRoper.The studyis limited in its scopeto violencein slaveryaspracticed
in themiddle periodof AncientRomeandto the enslavemenperiod,with primary
attentionto the nineteentrcentury,in the AmericanSouth.

Thestudyis guidedby threeprimaryquestionsAre therepracticesessentiato
slaverythatalsohavethe potentialto undermineit in boththe ancientworld andthe New
World? Why do suchpracticescontinueto be perpetuatedh differentgeographicasites
andtimes?Whatdoestheliteratureof thetwo periodstell usaboutsuchslavepractices?
Basedon my research| concludethatthe answetto thefirst questionis yes;thevery
practiceghatdefineslaveryhavethe potentialto underminet. In particular,theviolence
thatis fundamentato slaveryalsoweakenedt. Thus,theinstitutionof slaveryis
problematicand inherentlycontradictory.

Sources

RobertaStewartexplains firraditionalhistoricaldocumentsypically write the

slaveout of history. Thatsilenceis notaccidentalConcretelyRomanlaw deniedto the

slavefamilial ties,the privilege of military service andthe opportunityfor political



par t i c?iTpisstatencenfrom Stewaré bookon the playsof Plautusandhis
depictionof slaverypointsto the problemof sourcesn studiesof slaveryin ancient
Rome.Primarysourcegertainingto slavel arenotreadilyavailable Despitethefact
thatancientRomewasa slavesociety,therearefew primarysourcesn whichtheir
storiesaredominant.Evenfrom the perspectivef the slaveowner,the presencef the
slaveis not fully acknowledged.Thisis curiousgiventhatslaveryin ancientRomedid
not necessarprohibit literacyaswasgenerallythe casein the AmericanSouth.Also,
slavesn ancientRomemight be usedto performtasksandjobsthatdemandedhatthey
beableto readandwrite.® Despitethe presencef literateslavesthereis little written
recordfrom theslavesin ancientRome. Thisthesisusesplayshy the ancientplaywright
Terenceo satisfythis lack of sourcesgespeciallyfrom the slaves perspective While
Terencé work, asindicatedby chaptertwo, havebeenusedfor manydifferentpurposes,
therearefew studiesthatdiscusgheslavesn his plays.

A formerslave,Terencé worksareidealfor the purpose®f his study.Oneof
theuniquecontributionsof this thess s its useof his playsto highlighttheviolent nature
of slavery. Beginningin 160,the playsof Terencewereperformedn ancientRome.
While theslavesn the playsaresecondarygharactersTerencedoesgive voiceto the
slavesandallow for anappreciationof thes | a predi@@ament.In theplays,theviolence
thatthe slavesexperiences apparenandaffirmstheinsightinto thes | a expedience

offeredby writersidentifiedwith the slaveownerclass,suchasCatoandVarro,andthe

2 Robera Stewart Plautusand RomarSlavery(Malden,MA: Wiley-Blackwell,2012),7.

3 Keith Bradley,Slaveryand Societyat Rome(New York: Cambridge1994),60-63. His
entirechapteron slavelaboris useful,but, Bradleyincludesa chartthatlists thetypesof tasks
slaveswereassigned.



waysin whichthelaw definesthe slaveexperience.As will beevidentin chaptertwo,
unlike themanualsof CatoandVarro, writtenfor slaveowners,n T e r e iplaystlies
slavesaregivenavoiceandwhenthatvoice andthe experiencesf theslaveare
examingl, the problemof violenceasa definitive aspecbf slaverybecomespparent.
Thus,the studyshowsin partthevalueof T e r e mplaysaddtheir usefulnessn
understandingf the natureof violencefor slavesn ancientRome.

African Americansunlike Romanslaveshavewritten themselvento American
historyin away thattheir presenceannotbedenied* African Americanshaveachieved
this despitelawsthroughouthe Souththatprohibitedliteracy. Literacyof slavesn the
AmericanSouthwasviewedasa dangerousindranceo the productivity of theslave.
Lawsagainstiteracyweredesignedo prevern slavesfrom literally writing their way into
freedom® In statesvheretherewerenotlaws againstiteracy, the practicewasto
prohibitit.® Neverthelesghereis arelativelylargebodyof literaturewritten or recounted

by formerslaves. Beginningin thelate eighteenttcentury,narrativeswritten by slaves

4 In the prefaceto their textbookon African Americanhistory, DarleneClark Hine,
William C. Hine,andStanleyHarrold arguethat Americanhistory cannotbe understoodully
until oneknowsAfrican Americanhistory.DarleneClark Hine, William C. Hine,andStanley
Harrold, TheAfrican AmericanOdysseyNew York: Pearson2018),xxxiii.

5> Most notableamongthe slavecodesarethe laws againstslaveliteracy. The NegroAct
of 1740is oneof the bestexampleof thesetypesof laws.A. LeonHigginbothamn the Matter
of Color (New York: Oxford University Press1978),198. Also seeAlan Watson,SlaveLawin
the Americag(Athens,GA: Universityof Georgia,1989),66: ThomasMorris, SouthernSlavery
andtheLaw: 16191860(ChapelHill: The Universityof North CarolinaPress1996),347-348.
HereMorris explainsthatnot all stategprohibitedliteracythroughlaw. Thosethatdid included
SouthCarolina,North Carolina,Georgia LouisianaandVirginia.

6 FrederickDouglass Narrative of the Life of FrederickDouglassjn Frederick
Douglass:TheNarrativeand SelectedNritings, ed. MichaelMeyers(New York: RandomHouse,
1984),47.Here thetradition of keepinga slaveilliterate in the United Statescanbe seenin
pracice ratherthanthe law.



beganappearingn print. Assistedby antislaverygroups,manyof theearlynarrative
weremoreadventurdalesthanpolemicalstatement$. Moving into the nineteenth
century,the narrativesappearto be muchmorefocusedwith thewriters purposefully
revealingthe horrorsof slaveryandrefuting claimsthatslaverywassomehowbeneficial
to theslaveor evenattimesto the slaveowner. This studymakesuseof the body of
literaturewritten by formerslaves. It foregroundgheviolencethatwasintegralto the
sl alife 6s

Writing in the 1830s MosesRoperrecountecdis experiencessaslavein the
AmericanSouthandlike Terenceoffersauniqueandimportantperspectiveon slavery.
TheviolencethatRoperwitnessedasa slavepermeatesis narrative. Unlike Terence,
thereis no subtletyin his accountof the violent natureof slaveryin the AmericanSouth.
Also, unlike TerenceRopef® work is a polemicalstatementoundedin anongong
tradition of protestagainstheinhumanpracticeof slavery. His testimonyis keyto
advancingheabolitionistcauseHis insightsinto the natureof theviolencevisitedupon
slavesareinvaluablefor the purpose®f his study. Rope narrativeis written ata
turningpointin theabolitionistcause.Many of theveryissuesRoperwrote aboutare

affirmedin thewritings of FrederickDouglass.

"OlaudahE g u i aarratidesof coursejs anexception. In thefirst partof his narrative
Equianorefutesthe characterizationf African societiesassavageandwithout structure. He
portrayshis people thelgbo, ashighly organizecandhe describesnanyof the cultural practices
andvaluesthatdictatethelifestyle of his people. The secondhalf of the narrativeis more
reflectiveof theadventurdalesfoundin someotherearlynarratives.OlaudahEquiano,The
InterestingNarrative of the Life of OlaudahEquiano:Writtenby Himself(New York:
Bedford/StMa r t 1985).s ,



FrederickDouglasss probablyoneof the mostwell-knownwriters of the
nineteentttentury. Thefirst versionof hislife story,Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass An AmericanSlave Written by Himself broughthim recognitionanda
platformuponits publicationin 1845,andresultedn hisrecognitionasthe
fspokespersofor theRaced® His newspaperTheNorth Star, furtheredhis notorietyas
aspokespersofor the Abolitionist movement. The otherversionsof his autobiography,
My Bondageand My Freedom(1855)andLife and Timeof FrederickDouglass(1892),
aswell ashis speechegerpetuatd andconfirmedthis title of spokesperson. According
to scholardMarion StarlingandJame®nley,D o u g | rearsativéisthe standarcagainst
which othernarrativesof slaveryaremeasured. With his 1845narrativeDouglassvas
bothableto capturethe horrific anddehumanizingiatureof slavery,andalsotell a story
thatresonateavith peopleinvestedn the mythologyof America. Douglasgells the
storyof aboyborninto animpossiblesituationwho managedo realizehis potential,
escapeandacdhievenot only freedombut anintellectualandpolitical advantageTwo of
hislife storiesthe1845Narrative of the Life of FrederickDouglassandMy Bondage

andMy Freedomrevealtheviolent natureof slavery,the continuitiesin Romanand

8 Thistype of terminology,fi s p 0 k e foptteR a © was@mmonduringthe
nineteentrcenturyandearly partof the twentiethcentury. Racewasprimarily identified with
African Americansandtheimplicationwasthatracewastheir responsibility. Therehavebeen
two mento servein thisfi p o s i RredesickDooglassrom 184595 andBookerT. Washington
from 1895to 1915. Both menwereelevatedoy their political positionsandkey public
statementsDeathendedheir tenureasspokespeopleThe subsequerprominenceof the
NAACP in the progresof African Americanstowardpolitical andsocialrights broughtanendto
this position.

® Marion Starling, The SlaveNarrative (Washington PC: HowardUniversity Press,
1988),277-78; Jamelney,i ANasB o r 8ldveNarratives,Their StatusasAutobiographyand
asL i t e rimThesSrl eaONarrative ed.CharlesT. DavisandHenryLouis Gates Jr. (New
York: Oxford University Press,1985),154.



Americanpracticesof violenceagainstslaves andaffirm MosesRope® accountof
Americanslaveryandviolence,whichis the centralsourcefor this thesis.
Contribution

Thecontributionof this studyis its comparativenatureandits useof primary
sourcedy TerenceandRoper. Terencehasnot beenexaminedor his insightsinto the
systemof slavery,especiallyin termsof its violent practices. Therearefew studiesthat
highlightthe significantstatementshatRope® narrativemakesaboutthe natureof
slavery. In addition,thethesisoffersinsightsinto violenceasa fundamentapracticeand
problemin slavery. As indicatedby the historiographyyiolenceappeas to be
particularlytroublingproblemin studiesof slaveryandrarelydo scholardoregroundthe
violencethatis inherentto slavery.Definitions of slaveryfocuson the culturalandsocial
isolationof the slave the origin of the slave the useof the slaves productivity,andeven
thetypesof work the slaveperforms. Therefore oneof the uniquecontributionsof the
studyis its focuson violence.
Historiography

In hisbook,AmericanSlavery, 16131877 PeterKolchin describeslaveryas
follows: fBornin violence slaverysurvivedby thelasho'® Generallyspeaking,
definitionis oneof thereoccurringssuesn studiesof theancientworld andof the
AmericanSouth. In their discussionsyery few scholarsareasforthright asKolchin.
Theviolencethatis fundamentato slaveryis elusivein the discussionslnsteadof

beginningwith violence,discussion®f violenceareoftenfoundlateror couchedwithin a

10 peterkolchin, AmericanSlavery,16191877(New York: Hill andWang,2003),57.



discussiorof otherissuesEvenfor Kolchin® study,the statementhatnotedviolenceas
definitive to slaveryis foundafterfifty pages.Thus,theapologeticnatureof most
studiesof slaveryis evident. Many of the scholarsof slaveryin theancientworld havea
generaktatementienouncingslavery. Still, theideathatslaverywasanecessary
steppingstoneor thatwithout slaverythe advancesn civilization would not be possible
areincludedin suchstudies. In ancientstudiesof slaverytheissueof definitionis
foremost.Thedefinition of slaveryis a persistentssuebecaus®f thedebatesboutthe
declineof slaveryands ¢ h o dlesiretedéstinguishslaveryfrom othersystemsof labor.
While slaveryandserfdomhavesomesimilarities,mostscholarsagreethatthatslavery
andfeudalismaretwo distinctsystemf labor.Yet, the questionof whenslaveryends,
andserfdombeginsis prevalenin the scholarshipn slaveryin AncientRome??

For Americanstudiesof slavery,thetrendof denouncingslaveryasimmoralis
notaspronouncedn Americanscholarshipn slavery. Scholarshigrom the nineteenth
centuryandinto thetwentiethcenturyis definedby its apologetionature. The studies,
whetherantislaveryor pro-slavery,oftenincludedstatementshatsuggestedheinherent
inferiority andsuitability for slaveryof people of African descent.Scholarsalsoagreed
thatslaverywasprofitableandhelpedto lay aneconomidoundationin the United States.

In America,thequestionof slavery® endwasnot a prominentpartof thediscussions;

11 Thediscussiorof the endof slaveryin AncientRomeandthetensionsbetweerslavery
andserfdomor slaveryanddifferentformsof laborarea commonlydiscussedssuesoundin
scholarshipn slaveryin theancientworld. SeeAlice Rio, SlaveryAfter Rome:500-1100(New
York: Oxford University Press2017),10-14. StanleyL. Engermanfi S| a SezfdognandOther
Formsof Coerced_abour:SimilaritesandD i f f e rieSerddensnd8lavery:Studiesn
LegalBondageged.M.L. Bush(New York: Longman,1996),1867. Keith Hopkins,Conquerors
andSlavegNew York: CambridgeJniversityPress,1978),108 11.



slaveryendswith clearlawsthatoutlineits end.Thelegacyof slaveryin theform of laws
andpracticeghatstemfrom justificationfor the enslavemendf African peoplearean
areaof scholarshipbputthereis no questionaboutwhetherthosepracticesarefoundin
slaveryor freedom 2
Ancient Rome

Oneof thefoundationalvoicesin the conversionaboutthe natureof slaveryis
Aristotle. AlthoughAristotle is Greek,not Romanthe Romanshadgreatrespecfor the
philosophicalperspectivesf the AncientGreeks. The Aristotelian perspectives that
slaveryis a naturalcondition,arisingfrom differencedn the abilities of humanbeings.
Aristotle explains fit is alsofrom naturalcauseshatsomebeingscommandandothers
obey,thateachmayobtaintheir mutualsafety;for abeingwho is endowedwith amind
capableof reflectionsandforethoughis by naturethe superiorandgovernorwhereashe
whoseexcellencés merelycorporeals formedto beas | a % Ehisidea,like the
apologetigposturejs pervasivan studiesof slavery. Historiansandscholarsstudying

slaverymaynot referencéAristotle directly, but alludeto hisideasin eitherjustifying or

121 eonLithwick, Beenin the StormSoLong: TheAftermathof Slavery(New York:
VintageBooks,1979). Seein particularhis discussiorof violenceagainstree Black who failed
to be submissivan chapter6 andhis discussiorof the Black Codesandapprenticeshipm
chapter7. Also seeTheodoreBrantneWilson, TheBlack Codesof the South(TuscaloosaAL:
Universityof AlabamaPress1965),146. Thereis generaldiscussiorof the Black Codesof 1865
and1866but Wilson argueghatthe codeswerean extensiorof socialandcultural practices
derivedfrom the enslavemenperiod.

13 Aristotle, Politics (Los Angeles:Enhancededia,2017),8. Thisis anideathatis also
foundin H e g eThe®lEenomenologyf theMind. Hegelwrites,fi T hmasterelateshimselfto
thebondsmamediatelythoughindependenéxistencefor thatis preciselywhatkeepsthe
bondsmarin thrall; it is his chain,from which he couldin the strugglegetaway,andfor that
reasorhe provedhimselfto be dependentto havehisindependenca the shapeof thinghood.
Themasterhowever s thepowercontrollingthisstateofe x i s t €.Wd-eHegel, The
Phenomenologgf Mind (Mineola,NY: DoverPublications2003),108-109.
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arguingagainstlavery. This notionof inherentability is governedot necessarilyy
race,asin the Americas,but by war, conquestandalsosubsequentlgthnicity. In the
ancientworld slaveswereoftenprocurecthroughwar. In the Transatlantidradein
slaveswaris notthefocus. Thelanguagen studiesof slaveryin theancientworld is
softenedandisolatedto theact:to capturet* However like the AmericanSouththere
wasanexpectatiorthatcertaingroupswould be slaves.Jews,GermansGreeks Gauls,
andsometimegifricans. In the AmericanSouthinherentability is associatedby raceto
white peopleandthe lack of ability to Black people.

BrentShaws "Wolf by the Ears providesconsiderablénsightinto the
historiographyof ancientRomanslavery. He affirms thatthe historiographyon slavery
hasbeenapologetidn nature. He notesthatprior to the 1950s scholarshipn slavery
wasdefinedby moralistandapologetigositions. Thetitle of Shaw® essayrefersto a
statementritten by Thomaslefferson. Shawexplainsthat Jeffersorwasfiepicting
slaveryasa dangerousndbestialforce thatwasboth necessarandfatally threateningo
thecivil societyandto thebodypolitic thatsustainedtse x i s t%Shawalsoéxplains
thatthe statemenby Jeffersoralludesto a similar metaphoifrom RomanEmperor

Tiberius,reportedoy the ancientbiogrgpherSuetoniug?®  In this referenceShaw

14 TheTransatlantidradein slavesis not generallyassociatedvith war. Certainly,
Transatlanticslavery,unlike theinternalslavetrade,did considerablelamageo WestAfrican
peoples.By depletingtheyoungmalepopulation the Transatlanticlaverytrade,unlike the
internaltrade left thoseareasvhereslaveswveretakenvulnerableto attackanddramaticchanges.

15BrentShaw,i 6\Wo | 8., 0

18 shaw,i AVo | #. Romanruler TiberiusClaudiusNero Caesareignedfrom 14-26
CE.
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acknowledges commontrendamongsomehistoriansof ancientslaveryof making
comparisondetweerRomanandAmericanslavery!’

Much of the essayby Shawis concernedvith contextualizinghework of Finley.
Subseguently,Shawspendsonsiderableffort towardoutlining historicaltrends. He
explainsthateighteentro earlytwentiethcenturystudiesweremarkedby tensions
betweermoralistsandapologistspothin studiesof antiquityandof the New World.
Laterin the nineteenttcentury the studyof slaveryasaform of laboremergedvith
commentarieby Marx andWeber!® Shawexplainsthat Finley® work waspartof a
fmodernrevival of interestin the studyof GreekandRomanslavery in the 1960sand
1970s!® Accordingto Shawthis revival startedsomeyearsearlierwith a general
reemergencef interestdn slaverystudiesbothin theancientworld andin themodern
world in Europeandin the Americas.

Finely® AncientSlaveryand Modernldeologywaspubishedin 1980butis based

on earlierlecturesonthe subject. Thelegacyof Finley® work is seenin the studiesof

17 Scholarsof ancient Romereferto the Americansystenof slavery,drawingon
similaritiesanddifferencein thetwo systemsTheyalsouseAmericanexampledo clarify for the
readerthe natureof practicegertainingto slavery.Thesuggestions thatreaderaremore
familiar with Americanslaverythanotherformsof slavery;therearemaoreexplicit written
account®f Americanslaveryfromthes | a peespestive.

18 HereShawis of little help. He explainstheseschoolsof thoughtwith little specificity.
Karl Marx, FriedrichEngels,andMax We b eargamsentsreoutlinedin brief in several
commentariefrom themid to late 1800s All seeslaveryasanecessargtepin humanevolution
andseeslaveryaseventuallydisappearingln the caseof Marx, slaveryis seenasundermining
therightsof freelaborersandfreelaborersareseemsbeingmoreefficient thanslavelaborers.
For Weber slaveryunderminedechnologicalnnovation. Marx andWe b ediséussiongre
largelyaboutslaveryin antiquity,especiallytheideaof slaveryasanecessargtepin human
progressHowever their concerndor freelaborareapplicablefor bothRomeandAmerica. Also
seeDavidKonstani Ma r andRamanS | a v MarysmandClassics3, no. 1 (Spring
1975):14569; Wilfried Nippel,i Ma MWeber,andClassicalS | a v €lasgicsieland 12
(2005):31-49.

¥Shaw,fi AVo | 6., 0
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ancientslaverythatemergedafter 1980. In generaltheissuesof importanceoutlinedby
Finley aredefinition, includingRomeasa slave society,sourcesf slavessocial
conditionsof slavesandtheendof slavery. Finley addresse® alesserdegreehetypes
of laborperformedby the slavesandrebellion. Theissuessetforth by Finely definedthe
field. Finley® bookis dividedinto four chapters.Thefirst chapterof thebookis devoted
to surveyingthe historicalargumentanddebategrom scholarsThe secondchapterof
thebookexaminegiefinitionsandorigins of slaveryin theancientworld. Thethird
chapteris mostrelevant. HereFinley discussesiolence. He explains,fOnefundamental
distinctionthroughmuchof antiquitywasthatcorporalpunishmentpublic or private,
wasrestrictedos | a ¥°én sthedwordsnot only wasviolencefundamentato slavery,
it is theviolencethatdistinguishedhe slaves existencdrom otherpeoplés existence.In
thelastchapter Finley discusseshe declineof slavery.

Finleyd work is highly influential andis referencedy manyotherscholars.
OrlandoPattersonJeanAndreau,andRaymondDescatraisemanyof the sameissues
pertainingto definition asFinley. Both Patterso Slaveryand SocialDeath and
AndreauandDescafs TheSlavein Greeceand Romeemphasizelefinition 2* Pattersofs
work is aglobalcomparativestudyof slaverybut doescontaininformationon ancient
Rome.Of particularinterestis theideathatthe Romanscontributedo alegacyby which

theslaveis separatedrom his humanity. He is at oncepersonandslave. Thisis similar

20 Mosesl. Finley, AncientSlaveryand Modernldeology(Princeton:MarkusWiener
Publishers1998),161.

2! OrlandoPattersorloesnot acknowledgénis debtto David Bryon Davis, buttheidea
of theexpansiveaeachof slavepracticefoundedin antiquityis onefoundinDa vi s 6 s
groundbreakingvork. David Brion Davis, TheProblemof Slaveryin WesternCulture (New
York: Oxford University Press;1966).JeanAndreas andRaymondDescat TheSlavein Greece
andRome(Madison,WI: The University of WisconsinPress2011),10-13.
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to the pointmadeby Andreas andDescattheydefinethe slaveashavingno identity of
his own, atype of foreigner,bought(or havingthe potentialto be boughtandsold),
working for the benefitof theowner. Theidentity of the slaveis determinedy the
master.

Patteson invisionsslaveryasa dehumanizinganddebasingnstitutionandalso
acknowledgesiolenceasinherentto it. Pattersorexplainsin referenceo aplay by
PlautusfSlaveryreally meant:thedirectandinsidiousviolence thenamelessnesmnd
invisibility, theendlesgpersonabiolation, andthe chronicinalienabled i s h é*Moch . 0
of Pattersofs discussions aboutdefinition: whatis slaveryandwhatarethe fundamental
aspect®f theinstitutionthatarecommonto culturesthroughoutheworld in which
slaverywaspresentDivided into threeparts,in thefirst partof his book, Patterson
discusseshe powerdynamicsthatdefineslavery.The secondpartof thetextexplores
familiar issuegegardingsourcessales/ifestyle, andmanumission.Thethird partof the
studyis devotedo imperial slavesandwhy slavesandformerslaveswvereusedasstaff.
Pattersos studyis usefulin his understandingf slaveryasanenduringand
fundamentallyiolentinstitution.

Unlike PattersonAndreauandDescatmakeno directreferenceso violencein
theirdefinition. However,violenceis implied by the natureof the slaves relationshipto
themastertheslaveis subjectto the maste@ will, working for his benefit,andwith no
identity beyondthatwhichis givento him by the master. Accordingto Andreauand

Descattheright of the masterto thebodyof the slave , whetherfor sexor violence,was

22 OrlandoPattersonSlaveryand SocialDeath: A ComparativeStudy(Cambridge:
HarvardUniversity Press2018),12.
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expectedandacceptedSlavescould be subjectto public whippings,andexecutionof
slaveswasto bedonein public.

Both Keith BradleyandNoel Lenskiprovidemoredetailedaccountsf violence
in slavery. Bradleyarguablyhastwo booksthataresignificantin their contributionto the
field: SlavesandMastersin the RomanEmpireandSlaveryand Societyat Rome? The
formerprovidesinsightinto the experiencef the slaveduringtheimperialagein Rome.
It includesinformationon the slavefamily, freeingslavesandtherelationshipof the
masterto the slave.In particularBradleyhighlightsthe problemof controlandthe
violencethe slavemasterusedto subduehe slave. HereBradleytakesa similar view to
thatof the AmericanhistorianKennethStampphe suggestshatfeardefinedthe
relationshipof the slaveandmaster. In bothbooks,Bradleyarguesthatthe slavewas
thoughtto be mostacceptingo theauthorityof the masterwhenheor shewasafraid of
themaster. Like otherauthorsBradleystresseshe absoluteandunquestionable
authorityof themasterverhis slaves. Bradleypointsout thattherewerefew avenueof
recoursdor theabusedslave. He discusseshevariouswaysin which the mastemight
exercisehis authorityoverthe slave,which mightincludesexualabuseandexploitation.
Howeverin Slaveryand Societyat Rome he expandsuponhis discussionnotingthe
violentanddehumanizingnatureof slaverythatwasin somewayssanctionedy slave

laws.He describepunishmentgommonto slavesjncludingflogging, burning,and

23 Keith Bradley, Slavesand Masterin the RomanEmpire: A Studyin SocialControl
(New York: Oxford, 1987);Slaveryat Rome(New York: CambridgeUniversity Press,1994).
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racking?* Theslavewasexpectedo submitandobey, andthe slaveownerhadalmost
unquestioneduthorityovertheslave. Therewerefew opportunitiedor freedom.

Noel Lenskid 8 ViolenceandtheRomanS | a wm €h@Topographyof Violence
in the GrecoRomanWorld, editedby WernerRiessandGarrettFagan, affirms the
insightsofferedby Bradley,observingthatviolencewasfundamentato the slave
experienceln the essayhedetailsthetypesof punishmentslavescouldreceiveand
argueghatin contrasto thelaw therewasvirtually no recoursdor the slavewho was
abusedy hisowner.

PeterHunt® AncientGreekand RomanSlaveryprovidesa generalbverviewof
slaveryin both GreeceandRomeandthenemploysatopicalapproach.Thestudydoes
notappeato bedefinedby a specificperiod. The comparativenatureof Hunt® bookis
limited; hetreatscertaintopicsin comparisonbut othershelimits to eitherRomeor
Greecalependingnthe subjecé prominencen theculture. Like otherscholarsgn the
field, Hunt lamentsthelack of sourceson slaveryin antiquity. He alsonotesthelimited
perspectivef the sourcesyvith little written from the vantageof theslave. Like Bradley,

Hunttreatsmanyof the sametopicspertainingto the definition of slavery,sourcesof

24 RobertBradley,Slavery,166-167. Bradleylists rackingamongthe forms of
punishmenbut doesnot describét. Rackingis aform of punishmentvherethep e r shodyig s
pulledfrom bothandwristsandthe anklesgenerallyresultingin dislocationof thejoints. In her
bookWitch Craze Lyndal Roperdescribesherackasa punishmenby stretching. Onemethod
involvedthebindingof thes | a wrest§ aadattachingweighttothes | a an&lés3hen,the
bodyis pulledupwardwith ropeanda pulley. Roperis describingthetortureof womenaccused
of witchcraftin seventeentbenturyGerman Sheprovidesbotha visualanda descriptionof the
process.Lyndal Roper,WitchCraze: Terror and Fantasyin BaroqueGermany(New Haven:
Yale University Press2004),63;108. Also seeGeorgeRiley Scott,A History of Torture
Throughouthe Ages (1940;repr.,New York: Routledge,2005),16880. Scottdescribedglifferent
versionsof racking. Most of his examplesomefrom thelnquisition.
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slavessaleof slavesusesof slavessocialconditions freedom ebellion,andthedecline
of slavery. In termsof violence,Hunt beginsby acknowledginghefact thatslaveryis
definedby cruelty.He doesnot havea specificchapteron violence,but he doesdiscuss
rebellion andthe consequencedf rebellionfor slaves. In additionhe elaboratesnthe
typical punishmentgor slaves?®
American Slavery

Despitethe continualscholarshipn slaveryandthe problemof violencein
slavery,therearefew secondargtudieson Americanslaveryin which violenceis
distinguishedasthe main or the prominentsubject.Most studiesof Americanslavery
havebeenfocusedon otherissuestrade transport profit, numberssocialcircumstance,
living conditions,andracialidentity. Thereis mentionof violencein mostslaverystudies
to somedegreeandsomestudiesthathighlight the natureof violencein American
slavery. In the nineteentttenturytherearetwo studiesthathaveprovenusefulto this
study: TheodoreDwight Weldd AmericanSlaveryaslt Is andFrederickkaw Ol mst ed 6 s
TheCottonKingdom

TheodoreDwight Weld wasanactivememberof the antislaverymovementHis
text, first publishedn 1839,wasclearly polemicalanddesignedo fosteran Abolitionist
agendaWeldd goalwasto showslaveryasanimmoralandhorrific institution. His
book,arrangedy personabccountsandsubjectsjncludestwo relevantsections.Both
sectionsarefoundunderi Ge nEe @1 i nibafingt sectionis i T the Cruelties

Inflicted UponS | a \aedthé@otherisfi P u n i s h Thefirst ssctiotincludesgeneral

25 PeterHunt, AncientGreekand RomanSlavery(Malden,MA: Wiley Blackwell,2018),
146-14 and152-53.
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informationon deprivationsandmiseriesvisited uponslavesandthe othersection
describepunishmentslt includesdifferentsubsectiongntittedi F 1 o g ghiTrog st ,uar e s
By Iron Collars,Chains FettersHandcuffs,& ¢ . andii Br a n Ma h s, Gunod s
ShotWounds& ¢ . Eachof thesesectiongpresent@accountof the punishments

announcedby thetitles. Thus,thesources usefulin understandinghe natureof
punishmentandviolencein slavery.

Olmsted $heCottonKingdom basedn his explorationsof the Southand
dividedby region,wasfirst publishedn 1861. Thebookincludesdiscussiorof violence
in asectionfocusedon SouthCarolina.ii C h a Yl tSeuthCarolinaandGeorgia
S u r v eoutlnelswariousstrategiegor controllingandpunishingslaves. The
interviewedoverseerseento believethatpunishmentvasnecessaryhut do notdescribe
theexactnatureof punishment.Olmstedtestifiesthatfi othegreatrice andcotton
plantationin SouthCarolinathatthe negroesveretreatedveryh a r?t . 0

In achapterof Olmsted bookcuriouslyentitled,i S| aiwu les Prgperty
Aspect® Moral andReligiousinstructionof theSlavesE t befprovidesdetailed
description®f floggingsandpunishments While Olmsteddoesnot havethe
Abolitionist zealof Weld, he statedorcefully thatfar from beinga paternalistic
institutionof honor,theinstitutionof slaverywasdefinedby the desirefor profit. He
writes:

| wasmadeto feel asl wasstronglyin my journey,thatwhatwe call the

sacrednessf humanlife, togethemwith a greatrangeof kindredinstincts,scarcely
attachest all, with mostwhite mento the slavesandalsoin orderto justify the

26 FrederickLaw Olmsted, TheCottonKingdom:AT r a v e Obkeevationsn Cotton
and Slaveryin the AmericanSlaveStates18531861. 1861reprint.(New York: MariposaPress,
2017):375.
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following observatiord -thatl foundthelives andthe comfortof negroesin the

rich cottonplanting districtsespeciallyhabtually regardedby all classesmuch

morefrom a purelypecuniarypoint of view thanl hadeverbeforesupposedhey

couldbe;andyetthat asproperty,negrolife andnegrovigor weregenerally

muchlesscarefullyeconomizedhan! hadalwaysbeforeimaginedthemtob e?/ 0
Thus,he suggestslaveowners motivatedby greedandprofit, did not alwaysseea
relationshipbetweerprotectingtheirinvestmenithe slave)from harmandtheir ability to
makea profit.2®

According to StanleyElkinsdSlavery:A Problemin Americaninstitutionaland
IntellectualLife studiesof theinstitutionweresparse.This changedwith the publication
of Ulrich P h i | Amieritan®egroSlavery’® P h i | woik wasaisedor its

A i m mlaandatthe sametime, graphicandspiritedaccounteaf negroslaveryin

A me r P°Fretexd, supposediyanaccountf slaveryfrom anobjectiveandprimarily

27 OImsted,TheCotton,410.

28 profit from slaveryis oneof the mostprominentcurrentareasn slavestudies These
studiesshouldpayhomageto Eric Williams, Capitalismand Slavery(ChapelHill: University of
North CarolinaPress)1944.SeealsoJohnE. Cairnes,TheSlavePower: Character,Career,and
ProbableDesigns(New York: Carleton,1862);andRobertWilliam FogelandStanleyL
EngermanTimeonthe Cross(Boston:Little, Brown,andCompany,1974).A flawedstudy,
Timeonthe Crossbroughtwidespreadecognitionto theissueof profit in slavery. Therearea
numberof morerecentstudieshatfocuson specificcrops,slavery,and profit. SeeRichard
Dunn,Sugarand SlavesTheRiseof the Planter Classin the EnglishWestindies, 16241713
(New York: W. W. NortonandCompany,1972);JearB. RusscandJ. Elliott RussoPlantingan
Empire: The Early Chesapeaka British North America(Baltimore: The JohnsHopkins
University Press2012);Walter JohnsonRiverof Dark Dreams:Slaveryand Empirein the
CottonKingdom(Cambridge The BelknapPress2013);and SvenBeckert,Empireof Cotton: A
Global History (New York: VintageBooks,2014).Also, on slaveryandprofit but not specificto
onecommodity,seeEdwardBaptistTheHalf HasNevenBeenTold: Slaveryandthe Making of
AmericanCapitalism(New York: BasicBooks,2014)andCaitlin RosenthalAccountingfor
Slavery:Mastersand ManagemenfCambridgeHarvardUniversity Press2018).

29 Ulrich Bonnell Phillips, AmericanNegroSlavery(New York: D. Appletonand
Company1918).

% TiptonR. Snavely.fi R e v df AmericanNegroSlaveryby UlrichB.Phi | | i ps. o
AmericanEconomicReviewl0, no.2(Junel920):336-38. Notethatpublicationsprior to the
1950softendid not capitalizethe word Negro,despitethefact thatNegrois beingusedto identify
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economicstandpointdoesnotadequatelyaddress | a v econgndicanpactonthe
Southor the United States.Phillips is dismissiveof the abusivenatureof slavery3! His
studysuggestetihsteadthat Africanswerenaturallyinferior andidealfor slavery,and
slaverywasnotasviolentasA b o | i t litecatureamdedrlerhistoriansnfluencedby
antislaveryefforts proposedElkins arguesconvincinglythatP h i | Viewpas stagery
werehighly influential andinformedstudiesof slaveryfor decades? This mayaccount
for thelack of directstudyof theviolence. AlthoughPhillips setsthetonefor the
discourseon Americanslavestudieshis studystandsout for its failure to recognizethe
s | a huenéangy.

KennethStamp@® $hePeculiarInstitutionwasoneof thefirst majorstudiesto
offer alessapologeticview of slavery. While notfully focusedon violence,Stampp
discussesiolenceandaffirms theargumentdvancedy this studythattheviolencehad
the potentialto compelrebellionandnot submission.Stamppasserta pointthatcanbe
foundin Ol ms tstdy;Stamppargueghattheviolenceadministeredy theslave
holderor thoseactingon his or herbehalf oftenhadto bedispensedn athoughtfuland
strategiomanner Stamppis moreovertin his discussion®f violencethansomeother
authors.He writes:

Slavesranaway to avoid punishmentfor misdeed®r to getrevengefor
punishmentslreadyreceived Most masterknewthatit wasfolly to threaten

slaveswith 6 ¢ o r r docthisusuallycAGusedhemto disappear.An overseer
reportedthe escapef aslaveto hisemployer:6 wentto give him a Floggingfor

anethnicgroup.Termsidentifying otherethnicgroupsin literatureof the period,suchasFrench
or English,arecapitalized. The suggestions obvious.

31 JohnDavid Smith,fi T HistoriographicaRise,Fall, andResurrectiorof Ulrich
BonnellP h i | The@esrgiaHistorical Quarterly65,no.2 (Summerl981):139.

32 stanleyElkins, Slavery:A Problemin Americaninstitutionaland IntellectualLife
(Chicago:The Universityof ChicagoPress1976),13-14.
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not comingto work in duetime andhetold methathewould nottakeit andrun
of ¥6.

Thus,theveryviolencemeantto compelactuallyhadthe oppositeeffect. Stamppalso
wasconcernedvith how slavesweresocializednto compliance.He describevarious
methodf resistancalavesemployed. While thedilemmasof slaveholdersvho faced
supposedlyazy anduncontrollableslaversmaybe exaggeratetb lesserthe horrific
natureof slavery,the pointwasclearin this chapterslaveownersemployedvarious
strategiegor controlling slavesthatdid not alwaysinvolve violence,butrathera
manipulationof theslave.

Stamppalsodiscusseshe slaveownelb practiceof whippingof slavesas
punishmentor indiscretions.Here,Stamppprovidessomeinsightinto thetypesof
instrumentsused for examplethe rawhideor the cowskinwhips3* Heexplainsi T h e
whip wasthe mostcommoninstrumentof punishmenindeed,it wasthe emblemof the
ma s t au tdhs d rThigidgawasfurtheredin otherdiscussionsf slaveryand
violence,but alsoaffirmedby slavenarrativesdoy MosesRoperandFrederickDouglass.

Similarto Stamppin their conceptualizatiof slaveryarelra Berlin any
Thousand$sone:TheFirst Two Centuriesof Slaveryin North America,Generationof
Captivity, andK o | ¢ WmariéasSlavery:16191877.Both Berlin andKolchin

emphasize&iolenceasdefinitive to slavery. Berlin writes,ii s | aivAemericanwas

33 KennethStampp ThePeculiar Institution (New York: VintageBooks,1956),113-14.
34 Stampp ThePeculiar,175176.
35 Stampp ThePeculiar, 174.
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fi b oof aviolentu s u r p ¥ However,thérearedistinctdifferencesn their studies.
Berlin argueghatslaveshadsomemeasuref autonomy.He claims,i S| a thaughy ,
imposedandmaintainedy violence,wasanegotiated e | at i*olmréshdolp . o
Generationof Captivity: A History of African AmericanSlavesBerlin clarifiesthis
point. He pointsout thatdespitethe dehumanizingratureof slavery,enslavedAfricans
retainedtheir humanityandformedfamilies,communitiescultural,andreligious
practices.

Kolchin takesa differentperspectiveon autonomyHe emphasizesiolenceas
definitive to slaveryandunderscorethetypesof violenceusedagainsislaveswerelong
recognizedoracticesn Westernsociety.K o | ¢ Istudyi®net asexpansiveasthatof
Berlin but doesprovide insightinto violence. While slavesmayhaveattemptedo
exercisesomecontrol,theyweremetwith variouspunishmenténcludingbranding,
whipping,andmutilation. Kolchin stateghatthe eighteenttcenturybroughtchangesn
the severityof punishmentsreceivedby slaves. He attributesthis to New World born
identity. This meantthattherewasa familiarity with masterandslavethatdid not exist
before.

Kolchin alsonotedthatthe antebellunmperiodgaveraiseto expressionsf
patriarchalauthorityfrom slaveowners. During this period,slavemasterdosteredhe

notionthatslaveswerelike childrenin needof disciplineandid pr ot dr@m i on 0

36 |ra Berlin, Generationf Captivity: A History of African AmericanSlaves
(CambridgeBelknapPress2003),3.

%7 1ra Berlin, Many Thousandssone: TheFirst Two Centuriesof Slaveryin North
America(CambridgeBelknapPress;1998),2.
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themselves This pointis similar to Phillips andaffirmedby pro-slaverypropagandaf
theantebellunperiodthatsuggestedlaverywasbeneficialto masterandslavealike 22
Yet, Kolchin stressesiolent punishmentontinuedo be partof slavery,while
paternalsticimagerygavethe slaveholderunquestioneauthority.

SallyHadde® book,SlavePatrols: Violencein Virginia andthe Carolinas was
surprisingin its lack of detaileddiscussiorof violence®® However thebookfocuseson
theslavepatrolsandis helpful in understandinghe fearthatmotivatedplantersand
slaveholdersn the South. Haddenunderscorethe feelingamongsouthernwhitesthat
theyhadto maintainorderandcontroloverslaves. This feelingwasespeciallyapparent
in SouthCarolinawhereenslavedAfricansoutnumberedvhites. This mayhavebeen
especiallytruein Virginia andthe Carolinasbecause¢heseareasverethe sitesof
attemptedandsuccessfuimassslaverevoltsin the eighteentlandnineteentrcentury?°
Thisissueof fearand the needfor orderandstability arekeyto understandinghe Mann
case. The MannCaseis reflectiveof thefearsof southerrslaveowners;in theruling, the
judgeundescoredthe unquestione@uthorityof the masteroverhis slave.

Like Haden,VincentBrowné $heReaperssardenis concernedvith controland
fear. B r o whodkis largelyaboutdeathduringthe enslavemenperiodin Jamaica

However,hedoesprovideinsightinto violent practicesspecificallyinto the formsthat

3®ThomasMorris. SoutherrSlaveryandthe Law, 1619-1860(ChapelHill: University
of North CarolinaPress;1996),14. Also seeStepherHale,fi L terto the GovernorBeriah
Magoffin, Governorof theCommonwealttof K e n t u Rekeynbe®7, 1860,in Apostlesof
Disunion CharlesB. Dew (CharlottesvilleUniversity of Virginia Press2016),121.

39 sally Hadden SlavePatrols: Violencein Virginia andthe Carolinas(Cambridge:
HarvardUniversity Press2001).

40 See for examplethe StonoRebellionin SouthCarolinaof 1766,GabrielPr o s ser 6 s
attemptin Virginia in 1800,DenmarkVesseyin 1822in SouthCarolina,andNat Turnerin
Virginia in 1831
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punishmentsook. He revealshatthe whippingwasfrequentlyusedbothfor punishment
andto encourageroductivity. Also, hediscussesnutilationof thes | a vedyas s
punishment.Like the RomansandAmericansthe British weresaidto have
unquestioneduthorityovertheir slaves. He suggestshatthe slaveexperiencavas
definedby directandindirectviolencethatfosterednstability. Brown argueghatthe
natureof thelaborundertakenn agriculturalwork, in particularthe cultivation of sugar,
hada debilitating effecton slaves. He impliesthattherewasa generalack of carefor
thes | a phgsicalwellbeing.Theactsof violencewereusedaswarningsandto deter
resistance Brown explains,i Atimes,thecolonialstateeventriedto convertthe
oppostional discourseof the enslavednto narrativesof slaveholdep o w é'rOthér
words,theyusedviolenceasa meango silencedefianceandcompelcomplianceThe
displaysof violencealsowereintendedasreassuringemindersf theslaveo wn er s 6
powerand control. However,while slaveownersusedviolenceto subduehe slavesit
did not alwayshavethe desiredresult. Instead Brown suggestshatslaveswere
encouragedby actsof defiance evenif theyfailed andwould rebel.
Slavery and the Law

Theuseof legalsourcego discusgheinstitution of slaveryhasits limitations.
Most of the studiesin slaveryrely onthelaw asanindicationof the valuesof the society
andof therestrictionsanherentto theinstitution of slavery. Thereareseveraktudiesof
theancientworld thatincludeinsightinto slavelaws. For the purpose®f this thesis,

W.W. Bucklands TheRomanLaw of Slavery publishedn 1908,andAlan Watsor&

*1VincentBrown, TheR e a p @ardérsDeathand Powerin the World of Atlantic
Slavery(CambridgeHarvardUniversity Press2008),136.
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RomanSlaveLaw, publishedn 1987,areparticularlyuseful.Bucklands studyis
referencedy manyscholarsaandaspireso be comprehensiven its appreciatiorof slave
law. Watsor® studyis morefocusedthanthatof Bucklandbutis usefulfor its insights
into thelaw asit pertainsto punishment.

Publishedn 1968,WinthropJordam® 8VhiteoverBlackis not specificallyabout
slaveryandlaw in the United States.However,the book containsnsightsinto the
relationshipbetweersocialpracticesandlaw. Specifically,Jordanarguegheinitial slave
lawswereanattemptatracialcodingto distinguishblackfrom white. Thesedistinctions
weredeemecdecessargsthe enslavedAfrican populationin the coloniesgrew.Jordan
explainedfBy 1700whenAfrican Negroeseganflooding into EnglishAmericathey
weretreatedassonmehowdeservinga life andstatusradicallydifferentfrom Englishand
otherEuropears e t t*t Ehesedifférencesvererecognizedn lawsthathadbeen
establishedh theyearsprior to 1700. Therefore Black slaveshada specialstatusand
their treamentwasreflectiveof it.

Oneof thefirst notablestudiesof slavelaw in the United Statess Jonathan
Alpertd & T hOdgin of Slaveryin the United StatestheMarylandPr eceden't .
Publishedn 1970,thearticle established trendin writings abou slavelawsin the
United States.An importantcontribution,Alpert expoundsiponthefirst lawsthat
establistracialandhereditaryprescriptionslirectingthe developmenof slaveryin

America.

42 Winthrop Jordan White Over Black (ChapelHill: Universityof North CarolinaPress,
1968),44.

0
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EdmundMorgard AmericanSlavery AmericanFreedom publishedin 1975, is
notlimited to law. It is astudyof slaveryin Vi r g iamdis inpostant in thelegal
historiographyaboutslavery. Virginia is significantbecauseljke Maryland,it is oneof
the earliestof the colonial statego providelegaldirectionfor slavery. Thereareseveral
studiesof slavelaw in Americanthatareuseful,includingA. LeonHi ggi nbot hamds
1978In the Matter of Color: Raceandthe AmericanLegal Processthe Colonial Period
is organizedoy state. Higginbothamdescrileslaws on movementpunishmentgor
infractions,punishmentgor attemptsat escapesndrebellion. Thebookalsooutlines
lawsregardingfreedomandmiscegenationThomasD. Mo r rSoushérrSlaveryand
theLaw, 16191860,publishedn 1996,is dividedinto four partsandincludeslawson
race,slavesasproperty,slavesaspersonandmanumission.Morris, like Higginbotham,
describewiolent actsagainsislavessanctionedy law. PaulF i n k e [compilatirsof
essaydy variousscholarsSlaveryandthe Law, published1998,is dividedinto four
partsandincludesessaydy Alan Watson JohnathaiBush,andJudithKelleherSchafer
thataddrespropertyrightsthatarerelevantto the absoluteauthorityof the slaveowner.

With regardto absolutepowerof the mastertherearetwo studiesthatare
significantto the proposedhesis: Mark T u s h rSlaviel@w in the AmericanSouth:
StateV. Mannin History andLiterature, publishedn 2003, andAndrewF e d e 6 s
HomicideJustified ThelLegality of Killing Slavesn the United Statesandthe Atlantic
World, publishedn 2017. Mark T u s h maokspesificallyaddressethe North
Carolinalaw thatdeclareghe authorityof the masterabsolute.F e d kodksliscusseshe
murderof slavesby their mastersandhow thelaw addressethe matterin differentparts

of the South. It focusesonthekilling of slavesn Westernsocieties His studyis
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organizedprimarily by geographicalocation. He hasa chapteron North Carolinaslave
law. In it hediscusseshe 1791law andthe 1817law thatmadeit illegal to kill aslave.

LauraF. Edward $hePeopleand Their Peace:Legal Cultureandthe
Transformatiorof Inequalityin the PostRevolutionarySouthis not necessarilyocused
ontheabsdute authorityof the slavemaster*®> However,shedoesincludea discussion
of theMannCase.Herbookis aboutlocalizedandstatelaw in North andSouthCarolina
in the periodfollowing the AmericanRevolution. Edwardsdiscussesariouscaseshat
revealthewaysin which institutionsandlocal customsshapethe law andlives of people
in the Carolinas. Edwardsarguedn particularthatpatriarchakuthority,especiallyin
relationshipto slavery,governamostdiscussionsboutlaw andhowto defineorder.
SexualizedViolenceand Slavery

Sexualized/iolenceagainstenslavedvomenis oneof the few areagertainingto
Americanslaverythathasreceivedconsiderablénvestigation. However,MosesRoper
doesnot haveafully realizeddiscussiorof sexwlizedviolencebut doesoffer briefly
someinsightinto the problemthathe deemedoo horrific to discusgn detail. NorreceT.
J o nie R ®ip BlackandWhite: SexualViolencein the Testimonyof EnslaveandFree
A me r i appeassn WinthropJ o r dadlitedbook, Slaveryandthe AmericanSouth,
publishedin 2003 which providesusefulinsightsinto this topic. Jonesotesforcefully
thelack of scholarshipaboutrapeof enslavedAfrican womenandthe waysin which the

violenceexperiencedy enslavedAfrican womentook on a sexualnature Jonegoineda

43 LauraF. Edwards ThePeopleand Their Peace:Legal Culture andthe Transformation
of Inequalityin the PostRevolutionarySouth(ChapelHill: The University of North Carolina
Press2009).
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numberof primarily womenscholarswriting aboutthisissue,including AngelaDavis,
DeborahGrayWhite, ElizabethFox GenoveseandThavoliaGlymph#* Of particular
significances G| y m Ot of theHouseof BondagePublishedn 2008,G1 y mp h 6 s
studyis unusuabecausef its focuson femaleslaveownersimpartingviolenceon
slaves. Both Jonesand Glymph suggestshe extentof the practiceRuffin declaredaw.
Theslavewasin a precarioussituaton; subjectto the capriceof the slaveowner.
Structure

Thisthesisis dividedinto four chaptersThefirst is theintroductorychapter. It provides
ageneraboverviewof thetopic, thesis,andhistoriography.The secondchapteris on
slaveryandviolencein ancientRome. It addressetheviolent natureof slaveryin Rome,
with particularfocusonthelaw andT e r e playsTheGirl from AndrosandThe
Eunuch Thethird chaptemprovidesinsightsinto violenceandslaveryin the American
Southwith particularfocuson the law, especiallythe Mann Case andthe narrativesoy
FrederickDouglassandMosesRoper. Thelastchapterconcludesvith a comparisorof

thetwo differentsystemsof slaverybasedn their respectivausesof violence.

4 Thisissueof femalesexualexploitationandviolenceis not thefocusof this study but
shouldbe mentionedThereareseverakextensivestudiesthatdirectly addressethe issueof
violencethatis sexualizecandgenderspecific.SeeAngelaDavis,ii R e f | emtheBlack s
Wo ma mRdlesn the Communityof S| a vTdeMassachusettReview13no.1/2 (Winter-
Spring,1972):81-100; AngelaDavis,Race Womenand Class(New York: VintagePress,1983);
bellhooks, Ai n &@Woman:Black Womerand Feminism(Boston:SouthEndPress1981);
ElizabethFox-GenoveseWithin the PlantationHousdold: Blackand WhiteWomerof the Old
South(ChapelHill: The Universityof North CarolinaPress1988);andDeborahGrayWhite,

A r n awWoman(New York: NortonPublishing,1985).
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Conclusion

In his book, TheProblemof Slaveryin WesternCulture, David Brion Davisargueghat
Americanslaverywasa paradox. Writing in referencdo Raynal,Davisposits,i Wh a t
wasmoredifficult to explainwaswhy amild domesticslaveryhaddevelopednto amore
brutalsystemthathadspreadhroughouthe ancientworld aswealth,power,and
enlightenmenhadi n ¢ r e*als lesthaoky Slaveryand SocialDeath Orlando
Pattersomimakesa similar point, notingthatslaveryexistedin mostof theadvanced
ancier civilization. Moreover,Pattersonmpliesthatdespitesupposedhumanprogress,
slavery,a systemdefinedby violencecontinuedo exist. While it is not clearwhy
slaverycontinuedo exist,theviolencethatdefinesit revealsts paradoxicahature. This
thesisforegroundgheviolenceandby doingsosheddight ontheinherentabsurditiesn
the systemof slavery. Moreover,in usingthewritings of formerslavesjt advances

insightsaffordedby the perspectivef theslave.

45 David Brion Davis, TheProblemof Slaveryin WesterrCulture (New York: Oxford
University Press,1966),14.
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Chapter 2

Violence in Ancient Roman Slavery: The Caseof Terence

Introduction

Terencds uniquesinceTerencds the only earlyRomandramatistwhosework

survivesin its entiretyindependenfrom quotationsin laterauthors?®

In this passageGesineManuwaldacknowkdgeghevaluefoundin the survival
of Terenc® work. Unlike manyof his contemporariesl e r e norle dvailablesince
ancienttimes,hasbeenthe subjectof centuriesof study,in partbecausét survived.

T e r e mraneaéavebeenusedasreferenceoint,ameanf gaininginsightinto New
Comedy,andasameasurdor evaluatinghe fragmentedextsof otherwritersfrom the
ancientworld.

PubliusTerentiusAfer lived from around195to 159BC. Terencewasthoughtto
bebornin Carthageandbroughtto Rome, wherehewasenslavedy SenatoiTerentius
Lucanus. ThesenatoiprovidedTerencewith aneducationNotedto beremarkably
handsomeandintelligent, Terencesarnecdhis freedomandroseto be a well-known
playwright. Terencé plays,in thetraditionof the Palliata,beganbeingperformedn the
160sBCE#’ Theplays,like othercomediesyereperformedat festivalsandothermajor

events. Therearesix comediedy Terencen existenceaoday. T e r e mplayswere

46 GesineManuwald,ii Ci cAs inerpreterof T e r e inderenceand Interpretation
ed.by SophiaPapaioanno(NewcastleuponTyne: CambridgeScholarsPublishing,2014),180.

47 The Palliatatraditionrefersto Romanadaptation®f Greekplays.SeeSanders
Goldberg,Terence Andria (New York: BloomsburyAcademic,2019),9.
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consideredo berevisionsof thework of MenanderMenandeiis consideredo be oneof
mostprominentof ancientGreekplaywrights?® SinceMe n a n glaysfd senturies
werethoughtto belost, Terencealsohasbeenrecognizecasa meandor understanding
Menander® In his essaypublishedn 1931,Roy Flickingerdiscusseshe 1905discovery

of Me n a n drdimg@&redthe subsequerdmergencef scholarshipn Menandeand
Terence® TheFlickingerarticleshowsanappreciatiorof boththe ancientscholarship
andperspectivesn Terenceandforecastduturetrendsin scholarshipn TerenceThe
Flickingerarticleaddressethe majorissueof form, charactetype,language,
innovation,andcontextuainformationfor otherancientwritersofferedboyTer enc e 6 s
work.

Threeprominentwriters of the ancientworld showthe prestigeof Terenceandthe
importanceof hiswork in theancientworld: SuetoniusCicero,andDonatus.Su et oni us 6
biographicakessayprovidesthe mostdetailedaccountinto the backgroundf Terence.

Written morethantwo hundredyearsafterT e r e norleappearednthe Romanstage,
it is oneof the earliestwritten andsurvivingexplorationof T e r e tife andwork. The

essayon Terences includedin S u e t oPwoeétstAscordingto SuetoniusT er enc e 6 s

48 This wasnot unusual Terencefollowed the examplef othersbeforehim in revising
andre-imagingGreekdrama.See W. Bearefi T ISecrebof Tere n c ldermathenano.56
(Novemberl940):22. SandeiGoldberg,ConstructingLiteraturein the RomanRepublic(New
York: CambridgeUniversity Press2005),1-2.

49 Menandetived somecenturiesbeforeTerence.Bornin Kephisia,Greecearoundthe
year342BCE anddiedaroundtheyear291 BCE, Menandetecamea leadingplaywrightin
Athens,Greeceandis consideredo be anessentiahndfoundationvoicein thedevelopmenof
comedy. SeePeterBrown,fi | nt r o dvieranderdheRlaysandFragmentgNew Y ork:
Oxford University Press2001)ix-xx.

S0 RoyFlickinger,ii T e r andMeen a n @heClassicalJournal26,no0.9 (Jun1931):
676.
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attractvenessandtalentwon him favor with influential menof thetime period®!
Specifically,Scipio AfricanusandGaiusLaeliushelpedto produceT e r e mplays®® s
Suetoniusaacknowledgeshesucces®f T e r e mlays,ésgeciallythefirst to be
producedn stage,Andria or TheGirl from Andros andTheEunuchwhich he notedto
havebeena financialandartisticsuccess.Suetoniusuggestedherespectind
appreciatiorof T e r e nvearleb§ @ting variousmenwho praisethework of Terence,
including Ciceroand JuliusCaesar.

Aelius Donatuswriting in thefourth century,focusedon the style andlanguage
of Terenc® works. Thereis no Englishversionof AeliusD o0 n a Camméntaryon
Terence.Therewerepublishedcritical discussion®f thecommentaryn English.
ChrysanthD e me t mMiAe ubDbeatssandHis CommentaryonT er e lCoen& s i es, 0
publishedn 2014,is onesucharticle. In it he explainsthatwhatsurvivesof the
commentarywritten by the fourth centurygrammarians not complete. Also, he
indicateghatsomeof whathasbeenattributedto Donatusmaybelongto otherwriters
whowrotein responsé¢o hiswork on Terence’® De me t rdiscassism@@Do nat us 6
insightis primarily focusedon performancewith discussiorof languageandfacial
expressionof charactersn the play. He alsodiscussesheissueof appropriatdanguage
for theslavecharactersRobertMa | t i eDyo & santGApropriateStyled writes of

languagausedin T e r e mrareadespeciallythatof slavecharactersMa | t ésyagiss

51 SuetoninusPn Poetsin SuetoniusyYolumell (CambridgeHarvardUniversity Press,
1997), 437.
%2 Flickingerrecognizs ScipioandLaeliusasT e r e mpatrené3eeFlickinger,
i Ter andMeen a n @88.r , ©
53 ChrysanthiDemetrioufi A e |DbnatasandHis CommentaronT er e ICoen& sl i e s 0
in TheOxford Handbookof Greekand RomanComedyed. Michael FontaineandAdele C.
Safuro(New York: Oxford University Press2014),784.
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achapteiin SophiaP a p a i o aditedlmoakfrerenceandInterpretation publishedn
2014. In the chapterMaltby explainsstylistic distinctionsfound in ancientdrama and
theirusein T e r e rmamedy.dis article pointsout, asdid Donatusthatsomeof the
humoris foundin attributinghigh speecho slaves.

Publishedoriginally in 1952,GeorgeDuckwortid $heNatureof Roman
Comed, is consiceredto bea substantiabourceon New Comedyin ancientRome. His
bookincludesextensivadiscussiorof the natureof New Comedyandcommentaryon
playwrightsPlautusand TerenceDuckworthcommentontheuseof slavesnTer enc e 6 s
playsin brief, noting that Terenceusedslaves but his slavesverenot thearchetypal
cleverslaves. Duckworthcontendghatthecleverslavesi a witty, sometimesnsolent,
oftenvulgar, usuallyfaithful, but notexceedinglyclever. A slavelike Parmenan
A He c y A akotherin-L a wdelivesnotfrom thetraditionalintriguing slave,but
from theloyal slavelike Messeniovhom Plautusbringson the stageonly when
n e e d*tDdickworthnotesthatintwoof T e r e plays, BheEunuchandTheMother
in-Law, theslaveswere nottypical: i H@ndParmenaretheresultof T e r e mlasiectd s
presentomedieswithoutthe usualcunningarchitectusd o 1°° Duakworthfurther
argueghatevenwherevariationson the cleverslaveexistedthe slavewasnot rebellious,

butalwaysactedin theinterestsof the master.

4 Georgek. Duckworth, TheNatureof RomanComedyA Studyin Popular
Entertainmen{Norman:The University of OklahomaPress1994),251.

® Terencefi T Metherin L a w TedenceTheComediesed.PeterBrown (New York:
Oxford University Press2006),59. SeeGeorgeDuckworth, TheNatureof RomanComedyA
Studyin Popular Entertainmen{Norman:The Universityof OklahomaPress1994),251.
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Duckworthdoesnot discusghe slavecharacteDavos,but he notesthatthe
behaviorof the slavemaybe drivenby fear®® Anotherimportantcontributionof
Duckworthonthe slavein RomanNew Comedyis the point of sympathy. As indicated
by variousscholarsamongthemRobertaStewart,the Romanglid not havethe tradition
of abolitionistor political protestwriting on slavery®’ Duckworthassert®f theslaves
foundin the playsby PlautusandTerencefi Y etheseslavesgevenmorethanthenormal
faithful servantslack trueindividuality. Theyentertainus,theywin ourinterestbutthey
donotgainours y mp a°f Thiyis animportantpoint becausét providesa marked
contrasto the Americanwritings aboutslaverythatweredesignedo gainpolitical
supportfor a particularagenda.

Publishedn 1985,WalterForehan@ book, TerenceexpandsuponDu c k wor t h 6 s
biographyon Terence.Forehandpeculateshat TerencevasneitherAfrican nor slave,
yetthereis no alternativestoryof thislife providedby the sources® Accordingto
ForehandTerencewvashelpedoy prominentmenin Rome® In contrasto George
Du ¢ k wominorigustioningpf T e r e mackg@udForehandnakesmoreforceful
andsomewhaperplexng speculationgboutTerenceHe acceptshat Terencevasa

slaveandNorth African butrefuseghedescriptionof him asdark. He states:

5 Duckworth, TheNature,251.

" RobertaStewart,Plautusand RomanSlavery(Malden: Wiley-Blackwell, 2012),11.

58 Duckworth, TheNature 252.

%9 Duckworth, TheNature,56-59 Also seeWalter E. ForehandTerencgBoston,
Twayne,1985),2-7. F o r e hiasiglisit® Duckworthweresimilar. Both doubtedthe
biographyfrom Suetoniusandnotedthat Suetoniusvasgivento exaggeration.Yet neitherdoubt
theprologuesn T e r e plays. &lso of noteis the speculatiorregardingT e r e tfoomerd s
slavestatusasa problemin slavevoice.

60 ForehandTerence6-7.
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Onefinal pointconcerningnationalityhasbeenraisedby S u e t o statemsenthat
Terencewasfi d acrokmp | dLlatin:éuscos). It hasledto theview expressedrom
time to time thathewasablack African. As in the caseof similar suggestionsbout
Hannibal,oneshouldnotethatregardles®f whetherTerencevasof Carthaginiaror
Libyan descenthewould not havebeenfrom areago the southandeast,suchas
Theiopia,from which black Africansusuallyc a me é physichldescriptionshave
little foundation®?
F o r e habjeadiansso thedescriptionof Terenceasfi d a arécdrious. Forehand
appeargertainthat Suetoniusvasto be questionean this onepoint, but Forehands
acceptingof otherinformationprovidedon SuetoniusTherejectionof Ter enc e 0 s
darknesss similar to the questioningof his talentasaformerslave. Both areindicative
of Forehan@ biasesContraryto F o r e h assedidtlsat Terencecould not possibly
attainthe skill andability with Latin to producehis playsalone,slaveshadvaryinglevels
of educatiorandoccupiedvarying profession$?
Forehead sejectionof skill baseconT e r e rslavestatsisandperhaps
A d ar kinseggestiveof largerproblemsof sourcegderivedfrom disempowered
groupsof people. Moreover,F o r e h comehtirhat Terencecould not bedark

ignoredthe presencef so-calledBlack Africansin the Mediterranearareaduringthe

period. Traderoutesinto the easterrpartof Africa existedandfi d a slavesmighthave

61 ForehandTerence®6.

62 Buckland,Watson,andBradleyall discusshe variousrolesof the slave,someof
whichinvolvedconsiderableducatiorandtraining. Informationontherolesof slavescanbe
foundthroughouB u ¢ k | lzookdndlis Wa t s distussions limited, but Bradleygives
detailsaboutthe tasksperformedoy slaves.W.W. Buckland, TheRomanLaw of Slavery:The
conditionof the Slavein Private Law from Augustugo Justinian(Clark, NJ: the Lawbook
ExchangelTD, 2018.Alan Watson,RomanSlaveLaw (Baltimore: The JohnHopkinsUniversity
Press,1987), 3-4. Keith Bradley,Slavery, 57-80.
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appearedn bothancientGreeceandRome®® InT e r e TheEuhch hefeaturesone
suchslave listedamongthe characterasfi 8lack Woman,a slave(nonspeaking
p a r % WhetherTerencevasdarkor not doesnot undermingheimportanceof this
work. If hewerenotaslave,andassumedheidentity of aformerslave,theremightbea
problem,but thefactthathe gaveinsightsinto the slaveexperiencendwaswitnessto
slaverymakeshis contributionworthy. His writings extendour understandingf the
slaveexperiencen theancientworld beyondthelaw. Theslaveswveresecondary
charactersyet the playsafford somehumanityto the slavewherethelaw doesnot.
SandeiGoldber@ Bnderstandinglrerencepublishedn 1986,expandsiponthe
issuesntroducedn F | i ¢ k 198Ipssayds bookcontextualizeshelong
historiographyof Terence.Divided into eightchaptersthebodk highlightsin each
chapteramajorissuecentralto scholarshipn Terence.Goldbergincludesin his book
discussion®f the historicalbackgroundf Romandrama,T e r e mprolegdesthe
natureof T e r e mlays,@andthechangesn theway Terenceandhis workshavebeen
seenovertime. Goldbergaddressethequestionof T e r e rnnogadian.Goldberg,
elsewhereagreegshatRomeborrowsfrom Greecean establishinditerary andintellectual
tradition;in this book, heclearlynotesthatthereis innovaion in RomanComedic
tradition. Goldbergexplainsi T lt@nedieghatentertainedRomancrowdsat a festival

like theludi Romaniboreonly superficialresemblancéo the Greekplaysonwhich they

®3Mary L. Gordon.i T WNationalityof Slavesunderthe EarlyRomanE mp i The , o
Journalof RomanStudiesl4 (1924):93. Also seeFrankSnowdenBlacksin Antiquity
(CambridgeBelknapPress1970),186. Snowdenattimes,discusseghe presencef
AEt hi drpCarthags. 0

®Terencefi T lEal n u Temencé TheComediesed.PeterBrown (New York: Oxford
University Press2006),154.
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weremo d e P d alter,Goldbergadds,i T e r kadte reproducethe significanceof
his modelsusingthetechnique®f his own tradition,andour aimsandmethodgor
6 me a s hisisucaeggannotignorethe natureof thatt a £®%kMoxeover,Goldberg
clarifiesthat Terenceasa formerslave,is not unusuain thetradition of Romanpoets?’
Goldber@ bookis helpfulin positioningT e r e mnworleirdits original setting
andalsoin understandinghe shiftsandtrendsin how Terene owsrk hasbeen
understoodvertime. Thefirst chapterexplainsthe settingandstandardsn which
Terencdirst createcdhis plays. Goldbergrevealsthat Terencehadto competewith other
poetsof histime in orderto gainaccesgo the stage. In this chapterGoldbergalso
examineghenatureof T e r e plays,thesGreekmodelsthesettingsthe characters,
andthethemes.Goldbergacknowledged e r e mucaessscompetingwith other
poetsfor accesgo the stageandalsotheinnovationsof Terencein his constructiorof
plot andcharacter.Goldbergarguesfi T e r ¢houghsuggestindMenandrearstandards
of humoranddramaticfocus,remaineda Romandramatistworkingin theRoman
tradition.He maystrugglewith Romanconventionsandstereotypeshut he doesnot
abandort h e%hGaddbergfurtherrelatesfi T e r leadte reproducehesignificanceof
his modelsusingtechnique®f his owntradition,andour aimsandmethodsor

measurindhis succesgannotignorethe natureof thet a £% . 0

% sandeM. Gddberg,UnderstandinglrerencgPrinceton: PrincetonUniversity Press,
1986),3.

% Goldberg, Understanding?29.

7 Goldberg,Understanding5. SandeiGoldbergdiscusseshe Greekfoundationsor
Romanliteratureatlength.SeeSandemM. Goldberg,Constricting Literaturein the Roman
Republic(Cambridge CambridgeUniversity Press2005)1-10.

%8 Goldberg,Understanding21.

%9 Goldberg,Understanding29.
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After centuriesof celebrationGoldbergrevealsthattheturnto morenegative
criticism of Terencean thenineteentlcenturywasaresultof thefi w entatlep | atrgndl
andtheveneratiorof Greekart, asopposedo its Roman.counterpartii A evengreater
toleranceof looseendsandinternalinconsistenciesharacterizeRomanc o me dy ét h e
nineteentkcenturyinsistenceon structuralcoherencdéounda critical problemin plays
thatignoredlogic andp r o b a B°ilnlthefouyth chapterof thebook, Goldbergreturrs
to theissueof innovationandaddressethecriticismof T e r e mused ¢haractersrom
otherLatin versionsof GreekplaysandT e r e mespersd thecritics. Goldberg
examinesl e r e mlaefemsivenesgegardinghis useof Romancharactersn a Greek
play. TheaccusationandT e r e mespers@remajorissuesn mostof thecritical
studiesof Terence.Thecharges that Terencecontaminatedhe Greekplaysby using
Romancharacters.Therefore onthe onehandTerencas identified by someof his
critics asa problembecausdie hadno innovationandborrowedfrom Menanderlndhis
only contributionwasits translationrandreproductiorin Latin. Ontheotherhand,heis
criticized becauséne deviatedfrom the Greekoriginal playswith charactereommonto
anothelRomanplaywright/*

SanderGoldber@g 2019publication,Andria, focusessolelyontheplay, TheGirl
from Andros.He repeatssomeof his earlierclaimsandpresentsomethe sameideas
from his earlierworks, ConstructingLiteraturein the RomanRepublicand

Understandinglerence Goldbergprovidesbackgroundnformationon dramatic

0 Goldberg,Understanding69.
1 Goldberg,Understanding93.
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productionsn theancientworld. He thendiscusseshe Palliataandthe questionof
T e r e rnnogaliocnsn drama/?Go | d bfecusindhis sectionof thebookis on
T e r e nsed ldguagendelementof Comedy. In the nextchapterGoldberg
exploreshe structureandtheorganizatiorof T e r e mraneaéasdthe aspect®of the
dramathatweredistinctly Roman. Next, Goldbergwrites of someof the criticism of The
Girl fromAndros Heincludesanalysisof T e r e mespergeso someof theimmediate
criticism andadjustmentandversionsof theplay. In this chapterGoldbergwrites of
variouswell-knownproductionof T e r e mplaye Thelastchaperis focusedonthe
issueof translation. Goldbergexaminesow differentproductionsof Andriahave
interpretedhe play andtranslatedhe Latin play into variouslanguages.
Goldbergdoesnotincludeextensivecommentaryon slaveryin theplay. He does
acknowledgeheimportanceof theplay, TheGirl from Andros(Andria) asthe most
celebrateddf T e r e mlays. &aldbergalsonotesthatT e r e hife stodysastold by
Suetoniusis reflectedin his playsandthat TerencancludedNorth African characteregn
someof his plays.Forexamplejn TheGirl from Andro,Sosiathefreemanjsin
conversatiowith Simoin the openingof the playis from North Africa. Goldberg
includesanassessmertf Davosasthe cleverslave. Goldbergargueghat Davas wasnot
afully realizedcleverslave. Davos,accordingo criticism, did not havethe abilities of

thecleverslave’®

2 Goldberg,Terence:Andria, 9.

8 Thecleverslavewasoftenfeaturedn Palliata;yetT e r e slavew@asnotfully
realizedin thisway. SeeSandeiM. Goldberg,Terence/Andria, 41. RobertStewartwrote of the
cleverslaveasatype of tricksterfigure. SeeRobertaStewart,ii Wh ol icked: Modelsof Slave
Behaviorin P | a uR suesudd dMerosspfthe AmericanAcademyin Rome Supplementary
Volumes,7 (2008),71.
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Thebookin whichtheessaydy Maltby andManuwaldappeared] erenceand
Interpretation is anotherecentpublication.A collection of essaydy variousscholars
editedby SophiaPapaioannoandpublishedn 2014,thebookis largelyabout
dramaturgyanddid not delveextensivelyinto theissueof slaveryin T e r e mlays/d s
Thebookin manywaysrespond¢so G o | d b directivétisatT e r e rnnogabiasiand
distinctionsshouldnot beignored.Divided into two parts,thefirst, i T e r asn c e
| nt er poroadesmformationonT e r e metmagingof New Comedyandhis
contributionsto Romantraditionsin drama. Thesecondhalf, fi iterpretation®f
T e r e prov@esiasightinto how ancientscholarsandcontemporargcholarshave
interpretedhe worksof Terence.

Overall,Papaioannolu bookis usefulin understandinghe criticismsof
T e r e mlaysimancienttimesandin the presentSomeof its authorsspecifically
addresgheslavecharacters For example Papaioannoexamineow Terenceuses
charactetypes,someof which areslavesthatarefound otherancientdramaticwork.
Papai o assayonotacmmentaryonthetreatmenbf theslavesputinsightinto
characterandaction.Manuwalds essayanalyzeshevariousreferences$o Terencé&
work madeby Cicero.Cicerowaswriting aboutonehundredyearsafterthe playsof
Terencewnereon stage. Manuwalds explainsthatalthoughCicera® writings include
referenceso Terenceandhis works, firhereis no coherenextendedliscussioronthe
meritsor drawbacksf Terencé poetryor of particularp | a Wanuwaldfurtherreveals

thatCiceroeitherquotedfrom the playsof Terenceporrowedphrasegrom Terencean

4 Dramaturgyis the studyof theform andlanguageof drama,asopposedo studieshat
analyzethemesandcharacters.
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his own writing, or usedsimilar phrase®r expressionssthosefoundin Terencé&
writing. Manuwaldargueghat Cicerowasanimportantfigure for thosescholarsof
Romandramashe notes:fiGettinga betterunderstandingf Cicerds relationshipto early
Romandramais importantsinceheis the mainsourcefor thisp e r i”ovthnuwald
underscoretheimportanceof the survival of Terencé writing andpointsout that
Cicerds responsefo Terenceareimportantin understandingRomanLiteraturein its
historicalcontext. Manuwaldsuggestshat Cicerowasinterestedn thewriting ability of
Terenceandin Terenceas amodelfor writing, but not necessarilyn the contentof
Terencé plays. He alsoaddressetheissueof authorship.Manuwaldcontendghat
therewasanfelegancef language thatis fcomparabldo the speectof oratorsand
politiciansof Terencé&t i ni% Theérefore somescholarsspeculatehatLaeliuswrote
someof the playsby Terence.However,asis discussedby otherscholarsTerence
addressetheseaccusationg his prologues.

Theimportanceof Terencé@ prologuess discussedby severalscholars. In his
prologues Terencerespond$o someof the criticism of hiswork. Themostdirectof
theseassertionss foundin thePrologueto T e r e playdl@eBrothers

Sincetheauthorhasobservedhathis writings aresubjectto scrutinyby hogile men,
andthathis enemiesrecastingaspersionsntheplaythatw e éabaatto act,hewill
giveevidenceonhisownb e h a | faéfdx whdtthosemaliciouspeoplesay,that
memberof nobility helphim andconstantlycollaboratewith him in hiswriting, they
think thisis a strongcriticism, but heregardst asthe heightof praisethathe has

foundfavourwith menwho havethemselvesoundfavourwith all of youandwith
thepeop e é

Manuwald,ii Ci c &79.0, 0
®Manuwald,i Ci ¢ @85.0, 0
" TerencePrologue TheBrothers lines1-4 and15-18.
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In the passagdérom the prologue,Terencenot only acknowledgeshe criticism that
interestingspeakgo hisinnovation,butalsospeakgo theinfluenceandassociatiorof
his work with thesepatrons. The pointmadein his prologueandothersis that Terence
did borrowcharactetypesfoundin otherworksanddeviatel fromMe n a n Waksd s
times. Therefore,Terenceshowedaninnovationfor which hewascriticized. Also,
Terenceaddressethis associatiorandinfluencein the prologue Insteadof hiding from
it, Terenceembracedt andclaimedit asamarkof worthinessof his plays. Thecriticism
doesappeato be a hypercriticismgiventhatpatronsoftendirecttone,characterand
directionof anartisticwork.”® In addition,the criticism suggestethe greatcompetition
amongdramatistandpoetsof T e r e timedod commandof the stage. As Goldberg
indicates,Terencehadto competewith otherartistsof the periodto presentiswork at
variousoccasions Thereforetheproductionof T e r e morlew@asa recognitionof his
ability.

Thereis onerecentessy thatdiscusseJerencé playsandthelaw: JanFelix
Ga e r tAnLeaandRomanC o me doyblisbedn 2014. In his conclusionGaertner
contendsfi T lexdantcomediesf PlautusandTerenceput alsosomeof theliterary
farces,combineslementf Greek andRomanlaw andconstitutea problematicsource
for thereconstructiorof Attic or RomanL a w® Thisis a curiousclaim giventhat

Gaertnethendiscusseshewaysin which thelaw wasusedin theliterary works. His

8 Theinfluenceof the patronwasnot anextraordinarypoint. For examplejn the
writings of HarlemRenaissanceritings, the portrayalsof Afri canAmericansweresometimes
dictatedby thetastesof the patrons.

% JanFelix Gaertnerfi L aamdRomanC o me ¢ yheOxford Handbookof Greekand
RomanComedyed.Michael FontaineandAdele C. Scafuro(New York: Oxford University
Press2014),630. On Plautus RomanComedicPlaywright,seeGeorgeE. Duckworth, The
Nature,46-56.
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pointappeardo bethatTerenceandotherwritersconflatedGreekandRomanLaw and
mustbe understoodn thisway. Thereforeauthorscould offer someinsightsinto both
systemshroughtheir plays,butthoseinsightsmustbe understoodn context.
Specifically,hediscussed e r esmeferericeso therelationshipbetweernthe masterand
his formerslave.Gaertnerclaimsthatunlike Plautusfi T e r ®&iesio eonstructa
consistentvholeandpreservesheethicalf o ¢ & §a é r tdisassiongvhile
resistanto theinsightsinto the law offeredby Terencejs a usefulresourceor
recognizinghe momentsn which Terenceoffersunderstandingf the law.
Violencein Slaveryin Ancient Rome

HistorianNoel Lenskiwritesof slavery:ii listarguablehat,in its purestessence,
slaveryrepresentshe continuousandexcruciatinglydrawnout applicationof violenceby
onehumanbeingovera n o t hTdis passagéromL e n sdssayfisvi o laedthe e
RomanS | a vVfaecastoneof the primaryconcernsf this chapterviolenceandthe
way it is administeredAs Lenskipointsout,in ancientRome,especiallyduringthelate
Republicandearly Empire,the mastemadthe ability to asserhis will howeverhe may
chooseto do so.Despiterestrictionson violencethatbecamencreasingy apparentn the
law duringthe yearsof the Empire,the authorityof the mastemwasabsoluteandaffirmed

by socialorder®? Thequotedpassagérom L e n s dssayacknowledgeshis point.

80 Gaertnerfi L a \®§27.0

81 NoelLenski,ii Vi o lamdtheR®manS | a wn €opographyof Violencein the
GrecoRomanWorld. ed.WernerRiessandGarettG. Fagan(Ann Arbor: University of Michigan
Press2016),275. This pointis supportedy otherscholarsSee for example Keith Bradley,
Slavery 167.

82 Buckland,TheRoman 36; alsoseeMosesl. Finley, AncientSlavery 161.
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Lenski,in agreementvith Buckland,acknowledgesasdoesAlan Watson that
therewerelegallimits onthemasted authority.In theory,slavescouldappealto the
censoiif themastemwasexcessiven his abuseof the slave. Also therewerelimits
placedon castrationandthekilling of aslavehadto be approwedby a magistraté® Both
LenskiandWatsonagreethattheserestraintson the mastemwerenot necessarilyutinto
practice Lenskifurtherrevealsthatdespiterestrictionsofferedby thelaw, the masterad
theability to asserhis will ontotheslaveandhis placeof powerwasaffirmedby the
socialorder. Thelaw in theform of the Twelve Tablesandthenlater JustinianLaw
recognizedsiolenceasanexpectegartof slaveexistencé* W.W. Bucklandexplains,
A D u rtheRapublictherewasno legallimitationto the powerof thedominus:ure
gentiumhisrightswereu n r e s £°rBucklaneegptainsthe supposedncreasen limits
placedonthema s t amthoditgwasaconsequencefthee mp i exgadsorandan
increaseén numberof slavesin Rome®®

The statemenfrom Lenskimight appeaobviousbutis significant.He suggests

thatslaverydid not ariseout of a naturalorderbut wasa consequencef violence.In this

8lenski,i Vi ol 288288., 0

84 Accordingto Barry Nicholas,the Twelve Tableswerecompiledaround451 BCE and
wereanattemptat written statueandcode. Survivingonly in fragmentedorms, aspect®of the
original Twelve Tablescanbefoundin Lex Aquila andin the JustinianCode. Barry Nicholas,
AnIntroductionto RomanLaw (New York: Oxford University Press2008),15-16. Also see
Adolf Berger,Encyclopedidictionary of RomanLaw (PhiladelphiaThe American
PhilosophicaSociety,1980),551. The Lex Aquila, establishe@roundthethird century,B.C.
refersto statutesoncerningoropertyin ancientRome.SeeBerger,Encyclopedic547-548.

8 W.W. Buckland,TheRoman 36.

8 However,Alan Watsondoesnot necessarilyacknowledgea shift in violence but does
addressheslaveexperienceasgovernedy violence. WatsonRomanSlave 116.Buc k| and 6 s
point makessenseasslavesvereacquiredhroughwar andcapturecasRomansnovedinto new
territories. Theincreasinghumber=f slavesmeantincreasingconflictssandconcernand
consequentlyherewasa needfor morelawsto regulateslavery. SeeBradley,Slavery 32-33.
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way, Lenskichallengeshe Aristotelianview thatslaveryis a consequencef inherent
ability.2” The Aristotelianview hasrepresented substantiapositionin studiesof
slaveryandhasbeenusedto justify slavery.Accordingly,slaverywasbecause¢hosewho
wereinferior werebeingputto useandprovidedwith guidanceby superiags. Theview
suggestedhatwithout the dominanceof a superior theinferior persorwould bea
derelict,unproductiveanda problemfor thelargersociety. In the caseof Romanslaves,
manyof whomwereprisonersof war, the suggestiorwasthattheywere inferior asa
consequencef their defeatandthattheir enslavementvasanactof benevolencé® They
wereallowedto live ratherthanbeingputto death.Theymustlive outtheirlivesin
serviceto thosewho hadproventhemselvesuperiory havingdefeatedhem®®
Moreover,certainethnicgroupswereseenasinferior andright for enslavementBradley
explainsthati R o m passgalownfrom generatiorto generatiora stereotypegbortrait
of theslaveasanunscrupulouslazy andcriminousbeing,andwhile theythoughtof
certainraces Asiatic Greeks SyriansandJewsasbeingbornfor slavery,a n dtkey
thoughtcertainpunishmentsike crucifixion andburningalive weresuitablyservile®

Thus,violence,fundamentato slavery,wasjustified by pereivedstatus.

87 Aristotle, Politics (Los Angeles:EnhancedVedia,2017),10-11. Ar i s tpoirtis e 6 s
alsounderminedy thevaryingresponsibilitieof slavesn ancientRome. Unlike the United
Stateswvhereslavesprimarily did agriculturalanddomestidabor, slavesin ancientRomewere
usedfor variousjobs, someof which requiredintellectualskill. SeeSandraR. Joshel Slaveryin
theRomanworld (New York: CambridgeUniversity Press2010),162214. Also see Bradley
Slaveryand Society 57-80.

8 Bradley,Slavery 32.

8 Bradley,Slavery 32.

% Bradley.Slavery 65-66.
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Lenskialsoaddsto the conversatiorabouthow to defineslavery?' His pointis
thatslaveryis fundamentallyaboutthe dominanceof onepersonoveranother. This
dominancecanonly be achievedhroughviolence®’ L e n s dnaly8isf the masterslave
relationshipunderscorethe absolutepowerandauthorityof the slavemasteroverthe
slave. He providesinsightinto the natureof theviolencethroughhis discussion®f
whippingsandthe useof instrumentgo confinethe slave.He acknavledgesviolencein
variousforms,including sexualviolenceagainstfemaleslavesandthe deathof slaves
eitherintentionalor unintentional He alsopointsout thatviolencewasrequiredwhena
slavewasgiving testimony.L e n s\ksiortokslaverycortrastswith Cato.

The Agricultural Manuals of Cato and Varro

For Lenskitheinstitutionwasbarbaric but theinsightsofferedby Marcus
PorciusCatowereof aninstitutionthatofferedeconomidbenefitto landowners.
Agricultural manualslike the onewritten by Cato,havebeenusedin a numberof studies
of slaveryin theancientworld. Giventhelack of primarysourcematerialon slaveryin
theancientworld, the manualshavebeenvaluablebecauseheyaffirm the sentiments
regardingslaveryfoundin thelaw andin the cultural practicesof ancientRomans.
C a t manal,On Agriculture,written around160BCE, providesdirectiveson
agriculturalwork andcontaindimited observation®f slavery. The manualis thoughtto

beasignificantachievemenas perhapghefirst textonfarming. C a t mahsalclearly

91 The questionof definitionis amajorthrustof scholardn thefield of slavestudies.
OrlandoPattersonSlavery 1-2; 17-21. N.R.E.Fisher,Slaveryin ClassicalGreece(London:
Bristol ClassicalPress2003),1-6. Keith Bradley,Slaveryl4; Mosesl. Finley, Ancient 104;
136-139;161.

92 enskiis notthefirst to makethis point, but he foregroundst andplacesit atthe
centerof hisdiscussionLenski,ii T e p o g r 27p. AIgo,seeKeith Bradley,Slavery167.
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showsthevalueattributedto agriculturalwork. Yet, with regardto slaveryit was
curiouslylacking. Thereareonly afew referenceso slavesputwhatis stateds subtly
suggestivef the violencethatwasfundamentato slavery. RobertaStewartexplains,

A C adeszribesaneconomiaelationshipin whichthe mastemonitoredanddirectedthe
potentiallycomplicatedeconomicactivitiesof his slave;andthe successfuslave,under
thema s saboseserutiny,promotedthema s t eean@vsd n t e P° €engreentiith
St e w aonténtios Catomakest clearthatthe slavewasonly usefulif physically
capableil T told andsicks | a vheirsdicabeswerefisuperfluous andii s h coe | d
s o |%dFurthermoreCatostatesof punishmentfi U n | treesverseeis of evil mind, he
will himselfdo nowrong,butif he permitswrong-doingby others the mastershouldnot
suffersuchindulgenceo passwithi mp u % Thug,th@expectatiorwasthatthe slave
will work for the benefitof the masterandif therewerebehaviordisplayedby theslave
thatunderminethe productivity,thenthe slaveshouldbe punished.Furthermorethe
punishmentvasnecessarfor productivity. In otherwords,the slavemustknow the
authorityof his masterandin turntheinterestof the mastemwill besatisfied. Moreover,
Catois clearwith respecto theoverseerfi H ghouldsettleall quarrelsamongthe hands;
if anyoneis atfault he shouldadministetthe punishment®® V a r ridcRées u m
RusticarunLibri T r e & Qnd-arming, written morethanonehundredyearsafter

C a t wabksextendtheinsightsofferedby Cato.

98 Stewart,Plautus 51.

9 Cato,On Agriculture, 2.7,19
9% Cato,On Agriculture 5.2,21.
9 Cato,On Agriculture 5.2, 21.
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GaiusTerentiusVarro makesreferenceso Cat@ manualin his work but
includesgreaterdetailson farming andmoreinsightinto theuseof slavelabor.Cat o0 6 s
manualaccountdor the numberof slavesto be usedandtherationsto be givento slaves
dependingnthetypeof work. However,V a r ringightsarelessrevealingfor the
commonuseof slavelabor, butmoreusefulfor bringingto light concerngegardingslave
labor. V a r rdiscassiorsuggestshe problemsinherentin the useof slavelabor. Varro
pointsoutthe unreliability of slavelabor.He impliesthe problemof coercionasa means
for production, but alsothe problemof violenceasa meango compelcompliance.Varro
explains,ii Wi respecto theuseof freemenin agriculturemy own opinionis thatit is
moreprofitableto usehiredhandshano n eo@rsslavesn cultivatingunhealthylands,
andevenwherethe countryis salubrioustheyareto be preferredfor the heavieskind of
farmwork, suchasharvestingandstoringgrapesandc o r°hTheérefore Varroimplies,
asBradleyindicatedthatthe slavewasunreliable Bradleyacknowledgs,i Ro ma n s
passedlownfrom generatiorto generatiora stereotypegbortraitof the slaveasan
unscrupulousiazy andcriminousb e i 1 Gheréforeyiolencewasnecessarand
justified. The slave havingto be compelledto work throughviolence ,wasnot motivated
to performasa manpaidfor hislabor.However,the suggestioralsowasthatthe
violencewasnot aseffectiveasC a t ioasigktmight havesuggestedrlheslaveworked
begrudginglyandviolenceservedo compelproductivitybut alsounderminedhe

s | a abdity t® work.

9Varro, OnFarming,1.17.2.
% Bradley,Slavery 65.
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The Law and the Nature of Violencein Slaveryin Ancient Rome

Thelaw, from the Twelve Tablesto the JustinianCodes affirmedthe absolute
authorityof the slavemasterovertheslave. Accordingly,i S | aaneia the powerof
their mastersandthis poweris acknowledgedby the Law of Nations,for we know that
amongall nationsalike the mastemasthe powerof life anddeathoverhis slavesand
whateverpropertyis acquiredoy a slaveis acquiredor thema s t°%Thus,thelaw
ensuredhatslaverywould be, by its nature a tenuousnstitutiondefined,at its worst, by
violenceand,atits best,by benevolenceThis absoluteauthorityof the mastemwasrarely
checkedby thelaw. While somerestrictionson the powerof the slaveownerexisted
duringthe periodof the empire,the ability of the slaveto gainaccesandintervention
wasrarel® Alan Watsonexplainsfi S | ahadaosiccesso censorsor otherelected
public officials or judges. Theyhadno standingandno legally recognizedavenueof
approacto anyoneina u t h d% FurthgrmadeJustinianLaw indicatedthatthe slave
andanimalwerein somewaysthe same. Both arethe propertyof theowner,to beused

accordingto hiswill. 12 Thelaw alsopermittedthatthe slaveownerbe compensatetbr

9 TheGaiuslnstituteVII1.52 in RomanCivil Law, transS.P.Scott(ClearwaterFL: R.A.
SitesBooks,1932),23.

100 Both WatsonandLenskidiscusghelimits of the slavemasterin AncientRome.
Watsonexplainsthatthe slavemight appeato the Censoiif hewerebeingabusedn anexcessive
manner put he suggestshatwhile this in theorywasa possibility, therealty wasthe slavehad
little accesdo the Censor.Alan Watson,RomanSlave 117. Lenskidiscusseshe progressnade
in limits to theabuseof themaster. Specifically,slavesmight gain sanctuaryn thetempleof
JuliusCaesar.FromClaudius(10 BC-54 CE) to Constanting307-328 CE) therewereincreasing
limits on abuseof slavegshatincludedpunishmenfor excessiveruelty, killing aslave,and
castratingaslave. Lenski, A T e p o g r 288290, However,neitherauthordefineswhat
theymeanby excessiver extremeviolence.

101 \Watson,RomanSlave 117.

102 Ulpain, J 9.2
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damagedoneto his slaveby someoneelse.In this way, the law affirmedthatthe slave
wasanobject,a possessionf theslaveowner.His or herhumanitywasnota
considerationn this sensebutthelaw only consideredhe possibilityof the harmdone
to the slaveownerasa consequencef violenceto the slavel®

In hisbook AncientSlaveryandModernldeology,MosesFinleyreferstofit h e
s | a ansvee@bilitywith hisb o dasafundamentahspecof theslaveryexperence!®*
This accountabilitythroughthe body couldtakeon varyingformsthatwerea distinct part
of the slaveexperience.Notably, Finley acknowledgeshati c or panabk hvase nt 0
peculiarto the slavein ancientRome,with few exceptions.Theslave,whencalledupon
to testify beforethelaw, could only do soundertorture. The suggestiorwasthatthe slave
wasunreliableandonly throughviolencecould he or shebetruthful. This sameogic
wassuggesteth thedaily maintenancandperformancef theslave. Varro affirmed
this pointin his preferencdor a hiredworkerasopposedo the unreliableslave.The
slaveonly functionedin a compliantandproductivemannemwhenunderduress.Thus
wasfoundafundamentaproblemin the systemof slavery. Thevery violencemeantto
elicit in the slavetruthfulnesssubmissionandproductive couldrenderthe slave
incoherentresistantanddysfunctional. Moreover,eventhefearof certainkinds of

violencehadthe potentialto motivatethe slaveto actin anunpredictablenannerand

disrupttheorderandpowerof the slaveownerto determinghes | a bebavier.

103 Ulpain,J47.10.15
104 Finley, Ancient 162.
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Keith BradleyextendsFinleyd discussiorin his book Slaveryand Societyat

RomeHeexplainsi P r o p rightsweeabgolutetherewasnothingthelaw coulddo

to preventslaveownersthemselvesibusingheir slavesf theywishedto dos 0% o

Thereforethe authorityof the mastemwasunquestionedandthetypesof violencevaried.
Lenskidescribesomeof theinstrumentof violencethatwereintendedo restrictand
subdueheslave.
Shacklesmanaclesandcoffle chainshavebeenfoundfrom Syriato Ga u | Tée
practiceof binding captivess well attestedn thehighemp i r @ha@inswerealso
usedasmeando controlthosealreadyheldin slavery,by preventingflight,
restrainingaggressionandcompellinglabor. The mostbrutal exampleof thisis the
chainganggroupsof slavesshackledogetherby iron anglebanstha bit into the
fleshastheyrestrictedndependenmo v e m&nt . o
Lenskiindicatesn his descriptiorthattheinstrumentsisedon slaveswerea violation of
thebodyandwhile seekingo restrainalsohadthe ability to do damageo theslave.
Keith Bradleyprovidesfurtherinsightinto thetypesof violencetheslave
experienced.Theviolence,especiallyasdescribedy Bradley,would appeadebilitating
andthuscouldunderminegheability of the slaveto functionin a productiveway. Bradley
asser:
The Romanpracticeof flogging, burning,andrackingof the body[was]evident
duringthecentralp e r i o dvéif (flagellum)wasmeantto makedeepwoundsas
it strucktheflesh,andits thongsaccordinglyhadpiecesof metalattachedo them,as
the beatingtook placethe slavewaseitherhungup, his feetweighteddown, or else
he stoodwith his armstied to a beamaciosshis shoulders.Burningmeantapplying

directly to thebodyboiling pitch, hot metalplatesor flaming torcheswhile racingon
either thelittle hoseor lyre-stringswasdesignedo separatéimb from limb. 197

105 Bradley,Slavery 49.
106 enski,i Vi ol 878.ce, 0
107 Bradley,Slavery 166-167.
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Theviolencedescribedy Bradleywasintendedio emphasizeéhe unquestioned

authorityof the slaveownerandalsoto compelproductivity. Lenskifurthersthis point
andadds, i Of taluseyasmetedoutin mundaneandblas fashion,calibratedo
exploitthelaborof the slavewhile slowly grindinghis or herbodyintoo b | i ¥§ on . 0o

Thetorturouspunishmentslescribedy Bradleywerenotthe only typesof

violenceexperiencedby the slave.The slavewasheldaccountablehroughthe bodyin
otherways. The expectatiorthatthe sexualityof the slavebelongsto the mastemwas

implicit in theunquestioneduthorityof the master. This wasalsounderstoody the
practiceof having the child follow the conditionof the mother.This practice incongruent
with the patriarchahormsandpracticeghatinformedancientRome wasthoughtto

logically benefitthe slavemasterandcircumventthe problemof paternity. Alan Watson
explairs,ii T hbasicrule, describedasbeingof thelaw of nationsthatmakeshec hi | d 6 s
statusdependon thatof the motheris commonsensical anygenerakule thatplaced
weighton the statusof the supposedatherwould give riseto endlesgproblemsof

proo f 1% tn the passagevhatWatsontermsthelaw of nationsalsoreferredto the

practiceof matrilinealinheritanceof slavestatus. In otherstudiesandcontextsthis

practiceis alsoreferredto asPartusSequiturvVentremor the child follows the condiion

of themother. Watsondescribeghis ascommonsensicalyet this samecommonsense
wasnot appliedto citizens.For citizens,patriarchalauthorityandprivilege were

determiningfactorsandthef a t Iclaimsbosis childrensupersedethoseofthec hi | d 6 s

mother.Thereality for slavewomenwasthatthis practiceperpetuatedhe abuseof

108) enski,ii Vi ol 888.c e, O
109\Watson,RomanSlave 10.
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enslavedvomenbecausdé madetheir abuseprofitableto themaster. However,
sexualizedriolencewasnot limited in ancientRometo rapeof enslavedvomen.The
popularity of theeunuchmeantthatmaleslavescould potentiallyexperience distinctive
type of sexualviolence.

Theeunuchwasafigure foundin bothancientGreekandRomansocieties.
Supposedlysedin somecasedo guardthevirginity of elite girls andwomenandto
preventsexualabusejn othercasegsheeunucld &inctionwasto providepleasurdor his
owner.Laterin antiquity,theeunuchassumedaryingrolesthatdid not necessarily
pertainto sexuality. The castratiorof boystook on differentformsthatmightinvolve
pressinggcrushing,or removalof the scrotum,andin somecaseghe penisitself.11° This
wasgenerallydoneat anearlyage,andin somecasesvasintendedo preventthe
developmenbf adeepewnoice andsexuality. However,someeunuchsverecastrated
shortlyafterenteringpubertyandwerethoughtto retaintheir ability to performsexually.
Accordingly, Walter Stevensorsuggestshatthe eunuch createdhroughviolence,was
thoughtof asanobjectto beusedfor sexualexgoitation!!! Both BucklandandAlan
WatsonexplainthatHadrianfi i n ¢ rthee seseeitybf thelawsagainstc a st r'&€t i on. 0

Watsonnotesthatcastratedlaveswereprofitable,andthe scholarshipndicatedthat

despiteincreasedestrictionsthe popularityof the eunuchslavecontinued:®* While the

1oWwalter Stevensonii T IRiseof Eunuchsn GrecoRomanA n t i g Jourralpfthe
History of Sexuality5, no. 4 (April, 1995):497.

Hlstevensoni T Re s 499and502.

112 Hadrianwasthe Romanemperorfrom 117to 138 CE. Buckland, TheRoman 37;
Watson, RomanSlave 123.

113 Much of the scholarshimpn the useof eunuchss ontheperiodafterHa d r i an 6 s
restrictionson the practiceof castrationlt indicatesthe eunuchcontinuedo be afavorableslave.
Seefor exampleShaunTougherfi E u n int¢hBEast,Menin the West?Dis/unity, Genderand
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eunuchmayhaveprovidedsexualgratificationto bothmenandwomenwithout the
consequencef pregnancythe eunuchpresentgproblems. His sexualitycanonly be used
for gratificationbut notto reproduceotherslavesthatwould benefitthe owner.The
eunuchin T e r e nverleudderscoredhow violencemight serveasanundermining
factorin the systemof slavery.
Terenceand the Problem of Voice

In the studiesof slaveryin the ancientworld, oneof the primaryproblemsis that
of sources.DespitegeneralgreementhatancientRomewasa slavesocietyandthat
slaveryallowedfor the elevatedifestyle of Romancitizens,the evidenceof slavery,
especiallyin theform of first-handaccountshasbeenfragmentedandlackingin the
perspectivef the slave.While thelaw is a goodsourceof informationandcanprovide
anunderstandingf thevaluesandrestrictionsof thetime period,it alsohasits limits.
Thelaw mayreflectconcernsf asociety,but not necessarilypractices. Thelaw may
revealtheintentionsof thelawmakermatherthanthe peopleit governsTherearesome
sourceghatgive voiceto thethosewho own slavesor thoseinvolvedin thetrade,but
virtually nonethatprovideinsightfrom theslave.

Theabsenc®f theslaved goicein primarysourcess asignificantproblem.
Logically, the perspectivef themastemwho benefitsfrom thes | a lal®iasdtheslave
whowasexplated will bevastlydifferent. The Romanplaywright Terencehasprovided

asolutionto the problemof sourcesandvoice. As aformerslave,Terencehasaninsight

Orientalismin theFourthC e n t inrEgstard Westin the RomanEmpireof the Fourth
Century:An Endto Unity? ed.RoaldDijkstra, Sannevan Poppel andDanielle Slootjes(Leiden,
NetherlandsBrill, 2015),147-63.
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into the experiencef the slavethatthelaw doesnot provide. In his plays,the slavesare
secondaryharactersyet the descriptionsf their predicamentsespeciallythereferences

to violence,affirm thewhatlegal practicesandthe secondargourcesndicatedaboutthe
slaveexperiencandviolence. Theuseof Terenceasa sourceof insight is in keeping

with otherscholarshipf theancientWorld. RobertaS t e w hooklt, Flaatusand Roman
SlaveryusesasimilarapproachSheexplains,i F ®&osmanslaverythelack of an
authenticslavevoiced thatis, oneconsciousof agroupor classidentityd mayprovide
evidencdor the powerof the slavesocietythatfragmentedandeffectively subordinated
theindividual identity of salesin theinterestsof the masters-*4 This positionwas
recognizedy slaveownersin controlandmaintenancef slaves. KennethSt a mp p 6 s
argumentregardingthe subjugatiorandcontrol of the slavereflectsthisidea. Theslave
mustbe madeto align himselfwith thema s t istareStsandto feel thathisinterests
werethoseof the masterandthathis existencevastied to safeguardinghema st er 6 s
interestst!® This obliteratecthes | a seas@sindependenceStamppcontendghe
slavesmusteverfeel adependencenthe master. Thiswasnecessaryor control.
Moreover this typeof socializationcanserveto preventthe slave,evenoncefree,from
forming anidentity andvoice outsideof thatof the slavemasterThe slavesDavosand
Parmenofrom T e r e plays,ldoth sawtheir fatesastied to helpingfulfill the goalsof
their mastersJustasStewartandStamppindicated,T e r e slavesd sostof his plays

aremadefeel this obligationbecaus®f thethreatof violence. FurthermoreStewart

114 RobertaStewart,Plautus 11.
115 KennethStampp,ThePeculiar, 147. Herein particularStamppdescribes procesof
socializationof slaves.



55

notesthatthe playsof Plautusofferedinsightinto the natureof slavery. While she
admitstheyarenotlike theautobographiesof former Americanslavesthe playsprovide
anunderstandin@f slavery,in particularfor Stewartof the masterslaverelationship.

Thesubjectof slaveryis not generallythe centralsubjectof the scholarshipYet,
Terencé work offersimportantinsightinto practicegertainingto slaveryandviolence.
Similarto St e w asedf Flasitusjn thepresenstudy,T e r e Iplayssérgeasartifacts
andwhenplacedin the contextof law, socialpractice andothersecondargourcesthey
canbe usefulin understandinghe natureof slaveryandtheviolencethatwasa partof
thes | a iifee dleslavesn T e r e nlransaé&renotthe centerof thedramaand
neitheris it evidentthat Terencevasmakinganytype of political statementhroughthe
slaves.However,a closeexaminatiorof therole of the slavesn his play, asfollows in
this chapterjs revealingof the natureof violencethatwasfundamentato the slave
experience.

Terencé playsareconsiderede-imaginingsof the Greekplaywright
Menander:'® However the playsdo affirm therolesof the slaveprescribedy the law
andthe secondargourcesaboutRomanslavery.As New Comedy,T e r e 1plays 6 s
provideinsightinto socialproblems. SerenaVitzke explain,fi D e s theiGteekorigins
andtrappingsof Romancomedy,Romandelt the playsweremimeticof Romanl i fl%e .

Moreover theprologuesof T e r e mplaysrévealthatthe Latin translationof Menander

118 Most of the playsof Menandehavenot survived.

1rserendS. Witzke, i Vi o lagaimstéomenin AncientRome:ldeologyversus
R e a | TheTppographyof Violencein the GrecoRomanworld. ed. WernerRiessandGatrrett
G. Fagan(Ann Arbor: University of MichiganPress2016),263.
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wasnottheonly contributionof Terencejn his re-imaginingshe madedistindive
contributionsthatwerenot necessariljoundin Me n a n glays''d $hesocial
problemsaddressetdty T e r e mlaysabeprimarily family issues.

Terencé playsarenotdirectprotestof slaverynor polemicalstatementg the
traditionof the slave narrativesof the United Statesandthe Caribbeart° If thereis
humorin the satiresproducedody Terenceit is foundin theabsurditieof slavery.The
valueof T e r e nverkigfaindedin theagencyandvoice affordedthe slavecharacters
in his plays. While theslavesaresecondaryandsometimesninor charactersTerence
revealshroughthesecharacterproblemsntrinsic to slavery.Most of the problemsof
theslavecharactersretied to violence. Theviolence,eventhethreatof violence,is
dedabilizing. Theslavecharacterarerelieduponto find solutionsto the problemsof
thehousehold.While the main point of conflict is generallybetweernthe fatherandson,
thes | a predi@amenin theplaysis governedoy the conflict. His well-beingis tied to
resolvingthe conflicts of his slaveowners. As the natureof slaveryindicated theinterest
of themastelis theinterestof theslave. This mayappeahumorousputthethreatof
violenceto the slavedistractsfrom the humorof the situation. The slaveis desperat¢o
find asolutionto a problemthatseemsaunsolvable. Therealitiesof violencein thelives

of slavesaremadeapparenby the predicamenti theplays. All of theplaysby Terence

118 Seethe Prologuefrom TheGirl from Andros 9; alsoseethe Prologuefrom The
Eunuch 155-156in TerenceTheComediesed.PeterBrown (New York: Oxford University
Press).

119 This point alsois madeby RobertaStewart. RobertaStewart, Plautus 11.
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focusonthistypeof conflict; thetwo mostwell receivedandmostprominentin their
displaysof violenceare TheGirl from Andros(166 BC) andTheEunuch(161BC).
The Girl from Andros

Keith Bradleyexplains,ii Iwasdesirableghatslavesstandin fearof their
ma s t ¥°rTkisfe@drwasintendedo socializethe slaveinto compliancelt wasusedto
promotein theslaveanidentificationwith the master. Theinterestof the mastemwere
theinterestsof the slavel?! Yet, thefearcould alsoleadto rebellionandaninability to be
productive. Thisisrepresenteth T e r e mplayeTaessirl from Andros.Setin Athens,
the play highlightstheimportanceof citizenshipandmarriageIn brief, the play revolves
aroundthecharactelS i m attermptto marryhis son,Pamphilusfo awomanof
compaablestatus Simobelieveshe marriagewill beadvantageout his family.
Pamphiluss in love with theyoungersisterof a prostitute. P a mp h Iovee interest,
Glycerium,is aforeigneranddeemedy herstationin life unworthyof marriageto
Pamplilus. However,astheplay openedGlyceriumis giving birthtoP a mp hsoh.u s 6
Caughtin themiddle of thefamily dramais the slaveDavos. Davosis trappedby his
inability to servetheinterestsof boththefatherandthe son.

Therearefew method=f violencethatDavosis notthreatenedvith in his
schemeso bring resolutionto the conflicts of his mastersFromthevery start,the

characteSimowarnsDavos,i |l find outthaty o u tbyingeanytrickerytodayoverthis

120 Bradley,Slaves113. This statemenby Bradleyis alsothe nameof a chapterin
KennethS t a mphePesuliarinstitution i T Make ThemStandin F e a Bee Benneth
Stampp,ThePeculiar, 141-91.

121 In discussinghe violencethatdefinedthe masterslaverelationship he comnents,

i T Hlip sideof this suprememasterlyauthorityoverthelife of theslavewasthes | av e 6 s
unconditionaresponsibilityfor thelife of thema s t Lenski,® THe@® pogr 286.hy , 0
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wedding,to stopit happeningpr thaty o u wantegto displayhow cleveryou arein
thatregard,l 6flbglyouwith thewhipsandsendto work atthemill till y o u deade
D a v d%§ Thethreatof themill is mentionedwice. After S i m thiat,Davos
remarksfi | @aeal man!ls thereanyreason s h o u bodstraightoff to the mill?123
Sandraloshekexplainsthe punishmenbf beingsentto themill: A S| a v e ¢ooldsehd r s
troublesomeslavesto work in aflour mill. This punishmentvascommonenoughby the
late third andearlysecondcenturiesB C *29HWork in the mill increasedhe likelihood of
injury anddeath;it alsomeanghatthe slavewasmorelikely thannot underthewhip.
PeterBrown pointsout, i F aslave,to besendto work atthemill onhisma st er 6 s
country propertywasto be condemnedo hardlabour,sincethe mills in questionwere
handd r i V& n. 0

However,themorelikely punishmenfor Davoswould beflogging. Bradley
pointsout,i P h y gunishenéntvastakenfor grantedandlargelyu nquest i onedé.
Floggingwasawidespreagunishmenfor which, it seemdittle justificationwas
r e q u i Simelatly, leenskiarguesfi T wRip constitutedhe symbolparexcellenceof
masterlyauthority,standingn asa veritablemetonymfor theright of amasterto punish
or simplyabusehisp r o p ®®rirtfactdthe whipping, whetherprivateor public, wasa

punishmenteservedor the slaveandwasindicativeof thep e r sstatugasslave.

122Terence TheGirl from Andros lines 190-200.

123 Terence TheGirl from Andros,lines590-600.

124 sandraR. Joshel Slaveryin the Romanworld (New York: CambridgeUniversity
Press2010),120.

125 peterBrown,fi N o t &esenceéTheComediegNew York: Oxford University Press,
2006),308.

126 enski,i Vi ol 878.c e, 0O
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At onepointin theplay, whenall seemdost for the charactePamphilusandhe
blamesDavos,Davos,in jest,stateghata possiblepunishmentor him would be
crucifixion.'?” The practiceof crucifixion couldbe usedin the executionof rebellious
slaves. Lenskiclarifies, i O rokthe mostcommonmethoddor the executionof slaves
wasc r u c i f?§ Dhespentacléof the crucifixion wasdesignedo deterandfrighten
anyonewho would attemptto threaterthelife of theslaveowner.HoweverDa v o s 6
offenseddid not warrantcrucifixion. Thementionof it by Terencevasanallusionto the
potentialfor a violent systemto turn onthosesupposedlyn positionsof authority.
Moreover,Terencemayhavebeenalludingto theideathatthe violent punishmentan
becomeexcessive.ln otherwords,thethreatof violencedid not necessarilyfoster
obedience.Also, thelawsandpracticessuggesthe slavemastethasdiscernment
becaus®f his superiorposition,but neithertheviolent punishmentsor therelianceon
theslavereflecta superiomosition. Theviolenceandthethreatof violenceappear
gratuitousandfor entertainment.

In theend,Davo$ischeminghascaughtup to him, andhe cannotdiscerna
solution.He is unableto performhis duties.The audiencen theplay is witnessto his
dysfunctionthatis causedy thefearof violence.His schemeslevolveinto panicked
actionandfinally heis boundin preparatiorfor a flogging. The master Simo, claims
from the startto be agoodmasterandinsteadof punishingDavoshimself, he callsfor the

Dromo. PeterBrown explains,fiDromois clearlyalorariusor6 f | o glage&eptfo

127 Terence, TheGirl from Andros lines620-630.
128 enski,i Vi ol 88B.c e, 0O
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administepunishmentso others | a ¥®ernérRiessprovidesclarification:i Ma st er s
coulddelegatahe executionof corporalpunishmento officials of thecity, thus
maintainingtheir ownimageasmoderateslaveo w n e'f® @t thie startof the play, Simo
identifieshimselfasa masterof this sort. Self-congratulatoryhe praiseshimselfand
tells aslavehefreedthatheprovidedai mi fomnaf slaveryfor him.*3!

GivenDavoginability to function in hisrole asa consequencef thethreatof
violencethatconstantlyhangsoverhim, thewordsof the charactePamphilusare
understoodn adifferentlight. Pamphilugproclaimsout of disappointmeninhiss | av e 6 s
failure to solvehis problem,ii Canl believethis? Canit betrue? Cananyonebeso
perversg¢hatanothemp e r stwubl@sgive thempleasureandtheymaketheirown
happinesslepenconsomeone | suah@@pinesds thatreallyr i g H2tTRisis a
curiousstatemenasit seemgo be adirectstatemenaboutthe exploitativenatureof
slavery.The statementvould appeatto be partof a polemicbut doesnot progresseyond
thismoment. As indicatedby the passagethe systemof slaveryitself affordedthe
privileging of happines®f onegroupat the expensef another. Davosis not happyat
anypointin theplay. He attemptslesperatly to find solutions.Thus,T e r e mramnead s
makesclearthatthe productivityandeconomysoughtthroughthe useof slavedid not

alwaysrenderthe desred result. Theviolencenecessaryo inspirelaborcanalsorender

129Brown, Peterfi No t 3%k, 0

BOwWernerRiessfi | nt r o @heTopographyof Violencein the GrecoRoman
World, ed. WernerRiessand GarrettG. Fagan(Ann Arbor: University of MichiganPress2016),
9.

181 TerenceTheGirl from Andras, lines30-40.

182 TerenceTheGirl from Andros lines626-29.
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theslavedysfunctional. Thus,slaveryinherentlywasproblematicandhasthe potential
to turnonitself.
The Eunuch

Theplay, TheEunuchrevealsfurthertheviolenceasaninherentproblemin
slavery.TheEunuchis setin Athens 33 In theplaytheslave Parmenoaswasthecase
with the slavein TheGirl from Andros,attemptgo provideinformationthatwould be
helpful to his master.Theplayrevolvesaroundthreeconflicts:P h a e dconilia \Gite
Thrasofor thehandof Thais;C h a e rquesitd ke with Pamphilia,andthe questto
restorePamphiliato herrightful placeascitizen.

Thetitle of theplayis suggestivef the violent natureof slavery. Theeunuchis a
persorcreatedhroughphysicalviolenceandgivento alife of sexualviolence. The
expectation®f theeunuchasslaveareironically in contrast At onceheis abeing
without sexualitymeantto guardthe chastityof women,andon theotherhand,heis a
sexualbeingusedto satisfywomenwithout fearof pregnancyandto satisfyme ns@&xsual
desiresaswell. A figure of abusemadeby violenceard supposedlyadmiredfor his
beauty yetwhentheeunuchDorusis first presentedn the play, heis describedas
unattractiveThe characteChaerearoclaims,ii Wh aTthahideousfellow he bought
yesterdaythatold manw h oréaslyaw o m a ¥*?Tbe appeaanceof theeunuchDorus
is congruentvith theviolenceandabusehatcharacterizedhelife of thistypeof slave.

WhenChaeredakesD o r placéandpretendgo betheeunuchheis believedin part

133 The misogynythatunderlineghe play wasremarkableThis wasnot the focusof this
chapterput for exampleseepagesl70,194and199for examplesn T e r e MleeEudih.
PeterBrown, ed. TerenceTheComediegNew York: Oxford University Press2006.

134 Terence TheEunuch lines350-60.



62

becauseoonein T h a mosséholdknewChaerear Dorus,butalsobecaus€haereas
beautiful. This contrastbetweerthereality of the eunuchandthe expectatioris
suggestiveof problemsin otherwords,thereis not a clearunderstandingf thedangers
andconsequencesf objectifyingandexploitinghumanbeings.

WhenPamphiliais rapedby ChaereaThaisandherservantsareshocked. Yet,
Chaereé descriptionof therole of eunuchsuggestshe precarioushatureof the
householdn which heis presentHe proclaimsto Parmendis envyof theeunud: i Hi s
fellow slave,the heightof beautyh e &dedll thetimeindoors;h e ¢alk to her,h e 6d |
togethemwith herin oneandthe samehousesometimes e fakefoodwith her,and
fromtimeortimeh e 8léepnexttoh e 3 Il his proclamationthe characteChaerea
revealsthe potentialproblemof a slavecreatedn violencebut usedfor protection. If
Chaereaanpretendo bea eunuchandrapea citizen,why couldanotherslave,
especiallywhoseexistencds definedby violence,notdo thesame?3¢ The
circumstancesf the eunuchandtheviolencethatdefinedhis experienceare
extraordinaryputviolencedid definethe slavein generalandin somecasegheviolence
wasexceptional. Thus,the sameproblemattributedto the eunuchalsocanbeattributed
to theslavein general. For the slavewasa humanbeingwhosestatuswascreatedand
perpetuatethroughviolence. Why would the slavenot actin turn with thesame
violenceagainstthe slaveowner? In light of this fact, the commentdgrom the character

Chaeredeforehis rapeof Pamphiliaareunderstoodn adifferentlight. Chaerea

135 TerenceTheEunuchines360-370.

136 A eunuchcastratequst after pubertyretainecdtheir ability to achieveanerectionand
performsexually,but notreproduceSeeWalter Stevensonii T IRiseof Eunuchsn Grece
RomanA n t i g JourralpfthéHistory of Sexuality5, no.4 (Apr, 1995): 499.
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announcesd) litanoutragef | 6 guoingto betakenintoat a rhouéeandgetmy own
backnow onthosetorturerswho quite despiseus, boyslike me,andalwaysutterly
tortureusd andif | 6 guingto trick themjustasw e otnickedby them?é . Everyone
would think this wastreatingthewomenastheyd e s e ¥Vl eecoinmentsareat first
seenasmisogynisticrantingsof a rapistjustifying his crime. The same statementslso
might beattributedto a slavewhoseexistencas very similar to thatdescribedy
Chaerea.Thusrevealghetenuousatureof slaveryandtheresentmentosteredby a
systembasedn violence,disparagemengndrejection. Theviolenae definitive to
slavery,intendedto fosterobediencehasthe potentialto underminatself.

ThecharactePamphiliaalsoexemplifiesthe tenuousnatureof slavery.
Pamphiliais kidnappedasa child andsoldinto slavery. Sheis rescuedy Thaimother,
butafterthemo t h @eatlgTsh a unsle®ellsPamphiliaagain. Thaisis determinedo
restorePamphilia. T h a loverpurchase®amphiliaasa gift to Thais. While Thais
makesarrangements havePamphiliaunitedwith herbrother,Pamphiliais rapedby
Chaerea.DespiteC h a e rdeclarétisrof love for Pamphilia,in thedescriptiongivenby
T h a sewvantthisis notapparent.ThecharactePythiasdescribe<C h a e radi@n$ s
towardPamphiliaasii aaudaciousl e eathdproclaims,i Wh anbhoie shevillain, after
h e @rickedher,actuallytoreall thepoorg i rclotbesandtoreherhairt o &8 Thefate
of Pamphiliais notunusual. As aslave,P a mp h vidlatioa éosldbedismissedand

thereis no recoursaaffordedher®® SerenaNitzke explains,ii 6 R adjol Bobexist

137 TerenceTheEunuch lines380-90.
138 TerenceTheEunuch lines640-50.
13¥Witzke,i Vi o lagrad @bB62., O
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concerningslavesmastersoulddo astheywishedwith their own property,andanyone
elsewho violateda slavewasguilty not of rapebut of misusingthe propertyof another
c i t i Ramphibais only restoredhroughhermarriageto Chaered*' However,
Pamphiliais a citizenandherviolation pointsto oneof the problemsof slaveryin Rome.
An institution createdn violence,theviolencecouldeasilyspreado citizensalike and
the possibilityof claimingfreedomwithout interventionwerefew. Therewerenot
necessarilyacialdistinctionsor markerghatwould identify oneascitizenandoneas
slave.Peoplefrom certainplacesor certainethnicgroupsmayhavebeenthoughtof as
idealslaves put kidnappingwasathreatfor slaveownersandcitizensalike 142
Accordingto PeterBrown,i K i d n dbppirateswpsarealdangerin theancient
world; the pirateswould ransontheir victims or (asin this case)sell theminto
s | a v'® Bmadleyalsoprovidesinsightinto piracyandkidnapping. He explains,
Piracywithin the sphereof Romaninfluence,finally, mustbeacknowledgedsa
majormeansf generatingiewslaves At thebeginningof R o m ecénsalperiodthe
piratesof Cilicia werealreadynotoriousfor the scaleon which theyconducted
kidnappingandtrafficking activities:theislandof Elos,wheretheydumpedtheir

victims becaus¢heyknewRomanmerchantsverewaiting thereto receivethem,is

saidto haveturnedovertensof thousand®f slavesdaily in theealy secondcentury
B C ¥

The systemof violent upheavabf peoplethroughkidnappingmeantthattheinstitution

couldfold in uponitself. In otherwords,thevery peoplethattheinstitutionwasmeantto

Mowitzke,Ai Vi olaggrad enst , 026 1.

141 While this may seemimprobable at variousperiodsin Romehistorythis wasa
possibility. SeeNghiemNguyen,fi R o nRape:An Overviewof RomanRapelLawsfrom the
RepublicarPeriodtoJ u s t i Rei i agdidhgan Journal of GenderandLaw 13,No.1(2006)
75112,

142R H.Barrow. Slaveryin the RomanEmpire(New York: The Dial Pressjnc, 1928),
5-7.

143Brown,i No t 35., 0

144 Bradley,Slavery 37.
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serve the Romancitizens,might be underminedy theinstitutionandbecomeslaves.
Theviolencethatinformedtheinstitution meantthattherewasthe potentialthreatto the
well-beingof the citizensandslavesalike.

Like Davosin TheGirl from Andros the conflict experiencedby the slave,
Parmenois constant. The brothersPhaedrieandChaereaely uponParmenandhe ever
feelsthethreatto hiswell-beingif he cannotsatisfyhismastersP a r m echanaéter,
muchlike thatof Davos,arealwaysawareof the threatof violence. He livesin serviceto
his mastersandyet herealizegthatif headvisesnvrongor doesnotfind areasonable
solutionhewill meetwith violence. Evenwhile advisinghis masterdeis awarethat
thereis adangelin the solutionshe proposesHe saysto Chaereaii B Ubbk here,y o u 6 | |
getthebean;l 6getthes h e | 1*°iMargovegtherelianceon Parmendor adviceand
solutionssuggesta fundamentaproblemin theorder. Theslaveis supposedlyan
inferior, aninstrumentalive but alsodead. The factthathe hasmorewisdomor is
lookedto for advicefrom his mastersuggestshe systemcould easilybe undermined
despitethethreatof violence.As theactionsof Chaereaverediscoveredt is Parmeno
whois threatenedBy way of retribution Pythia,the slawe of Thais,deceived?armeno,
telling him thatChaeredasbeenkilled by P a mp h brothied*® Ehus,Parmeno
believeshis ownlife is atrisk. His fearis evidentin hisdiscussiorwith C h a e rfather.6 s
Heexclaimsfi T h enmododikdt h e alet 6f froublein storefor measaresultof

t hi b @&givenmyselfawayandcausednyownd e a ¥’hrhus,it is clearthatthe

15 TerenceTheEunuch lines380-90. While the meaningof this statements not
exactlyclear,the suggestions thathefeelsthethreatof violenceif theplandoesnotwork.

146 The punishmenbf deathor castratioralsowerepossiblepunishmentsor rapeof a
femalecitizenduring certainperiodsof Romanhistory. SeeNghiemNguyen,i R o nfRaanp 87, 0

147 Terence TheEunuch Lines990-1000.
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slavehasalignedhis interestswvith thatof the master. This wastheintentionof thefear
andthreatof violencethatpervadedhes | a iife ¥et,theeffectwasnotoneof
productivityor inspirationto excelin duty, buta despondency.
Conclusion

Thewritings of Terenceurthertheinsightsprovidedby thelaw andthe
seconday sourcesTheyshowviolenceasanecessargndfundamentahspecof slavery.
Terencejn particular,suggestsn his playstheinherentflaw in the systemof slavery.
Slaveryis definedby violence,aviolencenecessaryor the authorityandprivilege of the
slaveownerandnecessaryor productivity. Yet theviolent natureof slaveryhadthe
potentialto createproblemsthatcould destroythe system. The Romansystemof slavery,
brutalandproblematic survivedin part,althoughin alessprominentform into the
medievalperiod. Slaveryresurfacedisa practiceby Europeansn the Americasin a
prominentanddramaticform. Justastheviolenceservedasa potentialproblemin the
ancientworld, it would presenitself asa problemin the New World. SlavelLaw in
ancientRomeandworksof Cato,Varro, andTerenceorecastedomeof the problems
thatwill beevidentin Americanslavery. Theabsoluteauthorityof the masterthe
exploitationof the productivity of onegroupof humanbeingsfor the economidenefitof
anotherandthedebilitatingandunderminingeffectsof violencein the slaveorderare

elementof slaverythatcontinueandarepresenin New World slavery.
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Chapter 3
Violenceand Southern American Slavery: The Mann Caseand the Narratives of

MosesRoper and Frederick Douglass

Introduction

In 1828in Chowancounty,North Carolina,a slavenamedLydia washired outto
JohnMann. JohnMannbecamalissatisfiedwvith Lydia andbeganwhippingher.Lydia
attemptedo escapehe punishmenandranfrom Mann. Mannorderecherto stopand
whenshecontinuedio move,heshother.L y d ioangrsElizabethJonespressed
chargesf assaulagainstMann. ThecourtfoundthatMannwasguilty andfined him.
Whenthe casewasappealedo the SupremeCourtof North Carolina,JudgeThomas
Ruffin reversedheruling. He claimedthatthe persorhiring outthe slavehadthe same
rightsasthe slavemaster. The masteraccordingo Ruffin, hadcompletecontrolover
theslave'*® He determinedhatthe mastewould actin the bestinterestandthatthe
ownerwould berestrainedn his or herbehaviortowardthe slavebecaus@f moralcodes
amongSouthernerandthema s t respodissbilityto the community. Thesearethe
factorsin the caseof Statev. Mannorii t klannc as e . 0

This chapterexamineghe caseof Statev. Mannof 1829andthe narrativeof

MosesRoperto gaininsightinto the natureof violencein slaveryin the United States:*®

148 statev. Mamn 2 Devereux263,Decembetl829in Judicial CasesConcerning
AmericanSlaveryandtheNegro,vol II: Casedromthe Courtsof North Carolina, South
Carolina,and Tennesseed.HelenTunnicliff Catterall(New York: NegroUniversitiesPress,
1968),57. Also, for anextendedexplanatiorof theoriginalfine of five dollarsandthereversal
of ruling by JudgeRuffin seeTushnetSlavelLaw, 20-30.

149 Statev. Mann,57.
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It offersinsightsinto slaveryby comparingthe slavelaw with firsthandaccountsof
slavery.lt looksspecificallyat law andliteraturein the Carolinasthatarereflectiveof
commonpracticesn theinstitution of slaveryin the AmericanSouth.It placesthe
precedensettingManncasein historicalcontextandthenrevealsthe significanceof the
caseto theinstitution of slaveryandtheideologiesthatinformedslavery. Thechapter
thenproblematizeshe Mann casewith theinsightsaffordedby thefirsthandaccounting
of slaveswith particularfocuson MosesRoperandFrederickD o u g Inarrstives.

R o p enar@tsremakesclearthatthe practicesaffirmedby Mannwereevidentin the
everydaypracticesn North Carolinaandalsoin SouthCarolina.R o p enar@ats/e
challengeshe undelying assumptionsfferedby the Manncase. Bringing thetextsinto
conversatiomevealsthattheviolencethatwasfundamentato slaveryalsoservedo
underminegheinstitutionby inspiringslavesto rebel.

In the United Statesthelaw wasnot always reflectiveof the currentpractices.In
somecasesa legal statuetook sometime to be enacted.Statutegyenerallyreflected
longstandingpracticesby slaveowners.*>° The Mann Caseis known,notonly as
precedensetting,but asinscribinginto law longstandingeliefsandcustoms. The case
of Statev. Mann, decidedn 1829,calmedthefearsof slaveholdersn the South.The
decisionofferedby thejudgein the casewasthe standardhroughouthe South.During

theearlypartof thenineteentlcentury slaveholdersncreasinglybecamewealthyfrom

150 Thisis true of laws pertainingto raceandto inheritanceof slavestatusaswell as
violence. This pointis madeby JonatharBush. He notesthatthe practicesof slaveholdersvere
not sanctionedy law, but socialcustom. Later,lawsor courtdecisionsaffirmedthe practices.
JonatharBush, fi T IBetish Constitutionandthe Creationof AmericanSlaveryin Slaveryand
the Law, ed.PaulFinkelman(Madison:MadisonHouse,1997)382-83.
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cottonproductionandfearedthatgrowingantislaverywiews might undercutnot only
their profit buttheirway of life. MosesRoperaffirmedthe essencef the Manndecision
in his narrativepublishedn the 1830s. However,Roperofferedmoredetailsaboutthe
natureof violenceandthe limitations of the master.
The Mann Case,Slavery,and Violence

Slavelawsin the nineteentkcenturyUnited Statesncreasinglyrestrictedand
policedthe slaveasthe profitability of slaverypeakedwith therise of cotton
productiont>! In North Carolina,therewerestatutorylawsregardingviolenceandthe
killing of aslave,but mostdecisionsveremadeon a caseby-casebasisin court. The
Manncaseinscribedin law a practicethathadlong beenunderstoocascommonamong
slaveownersin the United StatesThesuggestiorfromthec o u rulingvgasthe
authorityof the slavemasteris unquestioned The Manncasejnvolving violent action,
presentedhe questionof limitsonthema s t aathoditgwhenexercisinghis physical
will overtheslave.In hisruling, JudgeRuffin proclaimedthatthe slavemastetad
unrestrictedauthorityoverhis slaves acknowledginghatviolencewasnot only an
expectecandacceptedispecof slavery,butalsolegal®® JudgeR u f f ruling@ssured
slaveownersof their authorityandtheir legalright to their property. Yet his decisionin
theManncasecreatedproblemsdespitehis desireto actin theinterestof the slaveholder
andfosterstability. Basedn paternalistioviews of the masterslaverrelationshiphis

ruling furtherplacedthe slavein adifficult positionwith no recourseRuffin suggested

SuliusYanuck,fi T h o Rudfis andNorth CarolinaSlaveL a wThéJournal of
SoutherrHistory 21,n0.4 (Nov, 1955):462.

152TushnetSlave Law, 11. Also seeAndrew Fede HomicideJustified(Athens:
Universityof Georgia),144.
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thatif the slaveowneractedin anabusiveandimmoralmannertowardhis slavesthe
communitywould hold him accountable Idealistic,selfserving,andduplicitous,this
view offeredby JudgeRuffin naivelyplaceddecisionsaboutmorality in the handsof

thosewhoseinterestaverenot the humandignity of their slaves put productivityand
profit.

JudgeRuffin wasa successfulawyer,banker,andjudgeof thistime. He
establishedhimselfasa prominentandinfluential memberof North Carolina. He has
sincethe nineteentlcenturybeenthe subjectof studyandreferencedn scholarskp on
slaveryandthelaw; onestudynotedonethata statueof him remainsn the North
CarolinaSupremeCourtbuilding*® Greenewriters,fi R u fwhsremeredior his
significantcontributionsto s t a legaldostrines hotablyhis useof thelaw to hasen
economip r o g rBJsdgeRulfin wassuccessfuin puttinginto law a practicethat
wascommonthroughouthe South. The parametergstablishedn the Statev. Manncase
wereparallelto the practicesn Maryland,Virginia, Louisiana,andSouthCarolina.
SouthCarolinawasanoutlieramongthe colonial settlementbecausé wasfoundedasa
slavestate.The practiceandlaw in SouthCarolinawherebythe mastethadunquestioned
authorityovertheslavepredateshe Mannruling. The stateconstitution of 1669
recognizedhema s t unquéssoneauthorityovertheslave.

Accordingto scholarA. LeonHigginbothamthelaw in SouthCarolinawas

intendedo distinguishthe slavefrom white indenturedservantsvho hadsomeprotection

153 sally Greenefi J u @hpreasRuffin andthe Shadowsf SauthernH i s t BSautkierno
Cultures(Fall 2011):67.
%4 Greenef Jud he m&s , o
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againstabuse.Higginbothamalsounderscorethatthecategoriesi s | and@ Bl a c k 0
wereconsideredn SouthCarolinato bethe same. This pointwassuggested the Mann
Case.In otherwords,thelaw is intendedhereto makecleardistinctionbetweerslave
andfreeor quasifreethatalsocouldextendto differencesbetweerBlack andWhite

people. Black peopleareslaves governedoy certainpracticeghatrecognizehe

authorityof themasteraswhite, andacknowledgehe slaveasBlack andsubordirate.

R u f f deaisidrelid not considertthe greedandimmorality thatinformedthe
institution of slavery. In hisruling heexplainedfi T tp@verof the mastemustbe
absoluteto renderthe submissiorof theslavep e r f1¥ tranicably, hearguedhatthe
powerdynamicsin the masterandslaverelationshipareii @rincipleof moralr i gt . o
Theironyof R u f flanguagavasclear;heascribednorality to immoralbehavior.
Further,heattributedmorality to behaviorghatat their foundationaremotivatedby
greedandracism?®’

Ruffin imposesadynamicon the Mann casethatdid not existandthereby
suggestedh his decisionthatthe authorityof the masterandthatof white menwere
interchangeabléel he casedid not directly addressheissueof race butlike thecodes
establishedn SouthCarolinaby the eighteenttcentury,slaverywasclearlyracialized,;
black peoplewereimposedwith theidentity of slave,whetherfreeor not. Like the

implicit languageausedin SouthCaroling $669Constitutionthe Manncaseestablished

155 Statev. Mann, 57.

156 Statev. Mann, 57.

157 Theracistideologyimbeddedn JudgeR u f f deaisidris reflectiveof proslavery
rhetoric. SeeGeorgeFitzhugh,Sociologyfor the South;or, the Failure of Free Society1854
https:/Hocsouth.unc.edu/southlit/fitzhughsoc/fitzhugh.html
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apowerdynamicnotjust aboutthe masterandslaverelationship but aboutwhite and
black. Black peoplewerenotto questionthe authorityof whites;this wassuggested
becaus&uffin changedhe natureof the case!>® The casewasnot aboutthe masterslave
relationshipbut abouthiring outaslave.

Moreover,in changingthe natureof the case JudgeRuffin suggestdeis
protectingtheinterestsof the slaveowner. Yet his judgementoesnot accountor the
damagdo i p r oy phleatwasacknowledgedby thelower courtruling. Thelower court
compensatethe slaveowner,but JudgeRuffin doesnot. Insteadhis opinionsuggests
concernwith stability andauthorityof white menasslaveownersandBlack peopleas
subjectof slaveowners. He seemedo imply thatthis ordershouldbe consistently
followed whetherthe white personis in factanownerof aslaveor not. Subsequentlythe
line of reasorsuggestshatthe Black persorbetreatedasslave,whetherslaveor not.
This orderwasto providesecurityandstability, but it did notaccountfor thedamage
causedofi p r o pbg viotent action.

Thescholarshippn the Mann caseattemptgo contextualizéhe Manncaseand
showits relationshipto othereventsduringthe nineteenttcenturyaswell asdifferent
courtcases.Someof the scholardraw clearconnectiondbetweerthe Manncaseand
othercasesnvolving the deathof slaves put someof the scholarships focusedsolelyon

legaltheory.

158 Thisideais presentedn moreof anexplicit mannerin Statev. Caesarof 1849 This
casewasnot determinedy Ruffin. Statev. Caesar9 Iredell 391,Junel849in Judicial Cases
concerningAmericanSlaveryandthe Negrq vol. Il, ed.HelenTunnicliff Catterall.(New York:
NegroUniversitiesPress1968),132-133.
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JuliusY a n u essayfs T h o Rudfis andNorth CarolinaSlaveL a wana
AndrewF e d HamgideJustified:ThelLegalityof Killing Slavesn the United States
andthe Atlantic World areexamplesf scholarshipghatis considerat®f slaverypolitics
in North Carolinaandthe United Statesn the 1820sand1830s.Yanuckargueghatlegal
decisiongegardingslaverywerearesponséo abolitionistrhetoricandfearsabout
instability. Fedeviewsthe MannCaseasestablishinga precedenthatplacedthe slavein
atenuougosition.He explains:

NorthC a r o |ldgislaoéssdoptedaws makingslavemurdera capitalcrime,

buttheyunambiguouslyegitimizedslave masterkillings of resistingslavesand

killings from moderatecorrection.And the courtswentfurther, modifying the
commonlaw to grantmastersspecialprivilegesto kill slavesOnly thewanton
extremesf violenceexhibitedby HooverandRobbinssankto the level of
depraity warrantingthe ultimatepunishment>®

Otherscholarshigcontextualize® u f f rulingdnghe Manncaseaffirming the
problemationatureof thecase. Thisis trueof Mark T u s h rBlavel@win the
AmericanSouth:Statev. Mannin History andLiterature. He suggestedjke Yanuck,
thatRuffin sawthe slavemasterashavinga paternalistiaelationshipwith the slave.
Thereby heimpliesthatR u f f positiGnsvasthatthe slavemastemwould actin the best
interestof the slaveandthesociety;for asTushnetexplainedR u f f deaisidrsvas

mindful thatthe supposedtability andsecurityof the societyrelied uponthe

unguestioneauthorityof themastert®® ThisimpliedthatR u f f ruling@vasseenas

159 AndrewFede Justified: TheLegality of Killing Slavesn the United Statesandthe
Atlantic World (Athens:University of GeorgiaPress2019),151. Statev. Hoover,4 Dev.and
Bat. 365,Decemberl839.In Judicial CasesConcerningAmericanSlaveryandtheNegrq vol. 11,
ed.HelenTunnicliff Catterall(New York: NegroUniversitiesPress;1968):85-86. Statev
Robbins, 3 Joned\.C, 249,December 855In Catterall Judicial, 193-194.In the Robbinscase,
the slaveownerRobbinswasindictedandconvictedin thekilling of his slave.

160 TyshnetSlaveLaw, 33; alsosee51 and61.
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problematidoy Abolitionist andcontemporaraudiences However,Tushnetarguedhat
Ma n rrudirgy shouldbe consideredn the contextof economicconditionsandsocietal
pressuresf thetime.

Ruffin claimed,asTushnetpointsout, thathewasmindful of thelimits of the
law andthathis courtcould not makerulingsthatoversteppedhesdimits. Thisis
curious;Ruffin claimedto be constrainedy thelaw, but strangelyhe wasnot limited by
thefactsof the case. Ruffin changedhe factsof the casefrom theauthaity of employer
of theservicesf anothemersod slaveto makethe caseaboutthe natureof master
slaverelationshipsmakinghis discussiorof limits questionable Also, thoselimits can
beviewedasservingthe interestof the slaveownerbut not the humanityof the slave.

Alan Watsonsuggestshe significanceof the Manncase. In his discussion,
contrastingeuropearslavelawsandAmericanslavelaws, heexplains:i | Bmglish
Americaonemight almostsaythata slavebelongedo everycitizen-at leasthewas
subordinateo everyw h i t%'&R.u d f rulingdvasintendedto underscorghe stationsof
bothblack peopleasenslavedcandwhite peopleassuperior. As ErnestClark pointsout,
fi T lprémarypurposeof thecodewasto preservavhites u pr e facy . 0

In someways,Ruffiné euling ignoredtheinterestof the slaveowner. Basedon
hisruling,thefi p r o poétheslavéownercould beabusedainddamagedvithout
compensationR u f f rulingévasintendednot necessarilyo protectthe ecaomic

interestof theindividual slaveownerbut theinstitution of slaveryandthelarger

161 Alan Watson SlavelLaw, 66.
162 ErpestClark, fi A s p @f the Nerth CarolinaSlaveCode, 17151 8 6 TheNorth
Carolina Historical Review39, no. 2 (April 1862):149.
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economicandsocialinterestof white slaveowners.The Manndecisionreliesupon
discretionof the slavemaster. The caseof Statev. Hooverof 1839callsthisinto
questiont®3In this casethe slaveowner,JohnHooverbeathis slaverepeatediyovera
periodof time with variousinstrumentsincludingiron chains. Theslave,Mira, was
pregnantindnot movingandworkingto H o o v satiséaction.At thetrial, neighbors
testifiedagainstHoover. Thecasewasaconsequencef R u f f rulingbhghe Mann
case.HadRuffin givenin the MannCasea provisionor a qualificationonthema st er 6 s
authority,thentheremayhavebeenthe possibilityto intercedebeforeMira 6death.
However thelaw allowedfor H o o v beha¥isr. While Ruffin ruledagainstHoover
andsentencedhim to death the unusuallycruelandrecklessbehaviorof Hooverwas
sanctionedy theManncase. Thus,it wasclearthatevenR u f f latend@dsions
challengedheideasespouseth the Manncase. Theslavemastercannotbereliedupon
to actmorallyin theinterestsf the slaveandhis community*®* Yet, despitethe example
of Hoover,the Mann caserevealedhe possibilityfor a horrifically violentenvironment
in the AmericanSouth. Ruffin wasa successfujudge,andhis rulingsandideaswere
relieduponandparallelConfederat@ro-slaveryrhetoricandthe beliefsaboutmaster

slaverelationshipghroughouthe South.

163t is not clearthatMannis referencedn the HooverCase In thediscussionsf
violence,MannandHooverarediscussedbuttherearedistinctionsmadebetweerthetwo cases.
JudgeRuffin writesthe decisionon the Hoovercaseaswell, but his opinionsuggestshatHoover
is the exceptionratherthantherule. Whatis evidentin theruling andin the scholarships that
H o o v eialedtbehaviorwasdeemedabhorrent.SeeFede Homicide,143-148.

164 Statev. Hoover,4 Dev. andBat. 365, December1839.In Judicial Casesconcerning
AmericanSlaveryandtheNegro,vol. I, ed.HelenTunnicliff Catterall.(New York: Negro
UniversitiesPress;1968):85-86.
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The SlaveNarrative as Sourceand Weapon

MosesR o p enari@ts/ewasdistinguishedrom othernarrativesbecausef the
prominentdescriptionsf violencein his narrative his visualdisplaysof theviolence,
andtheinstrumentsisedto administerviolence. It alsowasoneof the earliestnarratives
to revealthe devastatingindat timesabsurdnatureof slavery!®® Theintersectiorof the
two texts,the Manncaseandthe Ropernarrative revealsthe natureof violencein
slavery.Placingthetwo textsin conversatiorprovidesinsightinto the natureof violence
in slaveryin the AmericanSouth.

Slavenarrativesstorieswritten by andaboutthe experiencesf formerslaves,
generallycoveredexperienceandobservationgrom the birth of the slaveto his or her
escapédo freedom. Thesenarrativesbeganappearingn print in the United Statesn the
eighteentlcenturyandcontinuedo be publishedup until the 1930swhenwritersin the
FederaMWriters Projectrecordedhe experiencesf formerslaves'®® Thenarratives
included invaluablefirsthandaccountof the natureof Americanslavery. While someof
theearliernarrativesveremoreadventurdalesthanpolemicaltexts,after 1830,
narrativegublishedwith the supportof the Abolitionist Movementbeganto takeon a
decicedly morepolitical nature. The narrativesmostoftenrecountedhe severeyiolent,
andinhumanenatureof slavery. Theslavenarrativehallengeghe assumptionsoundin

R u f frulingbnghe Manncase.

165R o p enariativeis distinctivein partbecausef his identity asa quadroonpnly one
fourth bladk, yet consideredlack. Thus,Roperrevealsmultiple waysin which the elementghat
defineAmericanslaveryareproblematicjf notabsurdaracializedsystenthatallowsfor the
creationof racialambiguity.

166 Eor in-depthdiscussiorof the backgroundf slavenarrativesseeMarion Starling,
TheSlaveNarrative (WashingtonDC: HowardUniversity Press1988).
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FrederickDouglasss the authorof whatmostscholarsconsiderto bethe most
literary andinfluential of the slavenarratives.Douglassvasbornin TalbotCounty,
Marylandin 1818. He escapedrom slaveryin 1838andwith theassistancef
Abolitionists, hefurtheredthe selfinstructionhe beganasa slave. He becameoneof the
chief spokespersorfer theabolitionistcause FrederickDouglas$1845Narrativewas
consideredanideal polemicaltool of the Abolitionist Movementbecausét underscored
theviolent natureof slavery. Douglasdater pennedwo moreversionsof his
autobiography:My Bondageand My Freedomin 1855andTheLife and Timesof
FrederickDouglassin 1881.

In 1899,CharlesW. Chesnuttfamedshortstorywriter andnovelist,published
oneof thefirst biographieson FrederickDouglasst®’ In the biography,Chesnutpraises
Douglassasanextraordinarynanandbeginsalong historyof studieshatadvanced
similar view of FrederickDouglassLike ChesnuttMarion Starlingcelebrate®ou gl as s 6
idealism. Starlingbegantheresearchfor herdissertatioron slavenarrativesn the 1940s.
At thetime, therewaslittle appreciatiorof theaccountof slaverywritten by former
slaves'®® In herstudy,sheacknowledgeshe primarypositionof D 0 u g Inarrsitised
Shepraisedothits literary andhistoricalsignificance. Marion alsoexplainsthat

D o u g Inarratveandthe othertwo versionsof his life story, My Bondageand My

167 Charlesw. ChesnuttFrederickDouglass:A Biography(Boston:Small, Maynardand
Company,1899).

168 Accountsof formerslavesweregatheredy the FederaMWorks project. However,
the point hereis aboutcritical attentionandscholarshippf FrederickDouglass. This discussion
doesnotincludetherecenttrendof lookingatD o u g Iltravelsovierseasind his appeain Great
Britain. SeeLaurencda~enton FrederickDouglassin Ireland (WestLine: Collins Press2014);
andChristineKinealy, Black Abolitionistsin Ireland (New York: Routledge2020).
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FreedomandLife and Timesof FrederickDouglasswerenotreadilyavailablein the
1940s'%% In the 1960s historianBenjaminQuarlesii r e d i s Rooglasswitls the
reissuingof D 0 u g 1184Snardative!’® Qu a r biaysghyis oneof manybiographies
on Douglassn thelater partof the twentiethcentury!’* Amongthemis Williams S.

Mc F e eArededickDouglas.t’? Studyof theslavenarrativein the 1980swerepartof
awidespreadecognitionof African-Americanliteratureasanacceptabldield of

study!”® Most of the biographiesandstudieson Douglassverein agreementvith

St ar lagsesgmérd* Douglasds presentedisanidealandromanticfigure.

Mc F e eblograplsy,n trend,showsDouglassasexceptionalTherearethreerecent

189 MarionSt ar | i disgeftatichadNew York Universty wasnot publisheduntil
1981.Marion Starling, TheSlaveNarrative ( WashingtonDC, 1981),322.

170 RobertS. Levine, TheLivesof FrederickDouglasCambridge HarvardUniversity
Press2016):andBenjaminQuarles FrederickDouglasgEnglewoodCliff s, NJ: Princeton
University Press1948).Levineattributestherisein attentionto Douglassn the 1960sto
Qu a r dffarts. 6

171) evine, TheLives 2016.

172\vjilliam S.McFeely,FrederickDouglass{New York: W. W. NortonandCompany,
1991).

173 Therewerea numberof earlierpublicationsreprintedby African-Americanauthorsin
the 1980sandtherewasanincreasen thecritical attentionpaidto theseauthors.Levine
mentionsTheS | a Warrative, a collectionof essay®ditedby Charlesk. DavisandHenry
Louis Gates Jr. TherewereothersignificantpublicationsAmongthemwasHenryLouisGat e s 6
A Cr i tinteed s mahdkeigbook TheSignifyingMonkey SeeHenryLouis Gates Jr,

A Cr i tintreed s mgin BtackditeratureandLiterary Theory ed.HenryLouis Gates Jr.
(New York: Routledge1984),1-24; andHenryL GatesJr, TheSignifyingMonkey(New Y ork:
Oxford University Press2014). Therealsowassignificantattentionpaidto African American
womenwriters. The prominenceof Alice Walker, Toni Morrison,Gayl JonesandGloria Naylor
affirmedthevalueof African Americanliterature. HenryLouis G a t wosk@&t Harvard
Universityandthe establishmendf the doctoralprogramin African AmericanStudiesat Temple
helpedto affirm andto perpetuateritical studiesof African Americancultureandliterature.

174 JameO n | eeysay§i ANasB o r BlaveNarratives Their StatusasAutobiography
andasL i t e r appearsnehe GatesandDaviscollection,TheS | a Warrative, publishedn
1985.Levinecreditsthis articlewith establishind® 0 u g 11845Nadativeasideal,butthisidea
wasadvancedy Starlingin 1946andin the publicationof thedissertatiorin bookformin 1981.
Starling, TheSlave 277.
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publicationson FrederickDouglasghathavereceivedcritical praise:RobertS.L e vi ne 6 s
TheLivesof FrederickDouglass,Timothy S a n d eHRredaridkBouglass:SelfMade
Man,andDavidB | i gFretledickDouglass:Prophetof Freedomt’® Again, thesethree
booksexpandheview of FrederickDouglassasexceptional.L e v i boekbassome
differencedn thatheemphasize®ouglas smuultidimensionalityDouglasdgs a different
persondependingntheversionof his life andhisrole asslave,writer, orator,politician,
andfamily man!’® S a n d ebbakis focsisedon the political ideologiesthatinformed
D o u g IcareersBlight underscorethe exceptionalisnof Douglassasa manguidedby
religiousandmoralvision!’’B | i gblograpisyis distinguishedy thesignificant
contextprovidedandits attemptat a comprehensiveortraitof DouglassBlight includes
informationon the environmenin which Douglassvasbornandlived, the political
dynamicsof theperiod,andD o u g |persorsalelationships.

D o u g lexpsrisn@eshallengedhe notionthatviolencealwayscompels
submission.In thesecondversionof his autobiograpi, My Bondageand My Freedom,
Douglasgevisedandextendedhe chapterfrom his 1845Narrative,in which he
recountechow herefusedo bewhippedandthusgainedhis manhoodandmental

freedombeforeescapingo physicalfreedom.

175 RobertS. Levine, TheLivesof FrederickDouglass(Cambridge HarvardUniversity
Press2016); Timothy SandefurFrederickDouglass:SelfMadeMan (WashingtonDC: Cato
Institute,2018);andDavid Blight, FrederickDouglass:Prophetof Freedom(New York: Simon
andSchuster2018),xvii-xix.

176 | e v i argrrdesis similarto thatof David Leverenz SeeDavid Leverenz,

i Fr e dDeorui gcl ek edfsa s h iCotinismr2Y no.B (Summerl987):341-70.

177 Blight, Frederick xvii-xix. In theintroduction,Blight explainshis multi-faceted
agendahatincorporatesomeideasthataresimilar to previousworkson Douglassamongthem
Douglassasfamily man,writer, orator,political leader,andadvocate.He alsoexploresJike
otherscholarsthe biographieof Douglassandhe emphaizestheinfluenceof the Bible on
Do uglwark s 6
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Douglassacknowledgeshathewasconsideredo beafi b asthweandill tempered.
He wassentto a slavebreakerMr. Covey,whoseprincipaljob wasto correct
insubordinatdehavior. Life onC o v elan@,accordingo Douglasswasoneof his
worstexpeaiencesn slavery. Coveyseemedo facilitate his failure, lying in wait to
pounceupontheslavewhenhewitnessedafailureto beproductiveortoi c or r ect | y o
completeanassignedask. Feelingunwell on oneoccasionDouglassvasnotableto
performhis work. Coveybeathim, andDouglasganoff to his masterto seekhelp. In
his master Douglasfound no sympathyhewasforcedto returnto Coveyandface
punishmentHowever this time Douglasfoughtback.Douglasswrites:

Well, my dearreadetrthis battlewith Mr. Covey undignifiedasit was,andasl fear

my narrationof it is wastheturningpointin my flife asa slaveo It rekindledin my

breasthe smolderingsic] emberof liberty: it broughtup my Baltimoredreamsand
reviveda senseof my own manhood.| wasa changedeingafterthatfight. | was
nothingbefore: | WAS A MAN N O Wé Anan,withoutforce,is withoutthe
essentiatlignity of humanity*’®
Douglassmakesthe samepointthat GeorgeRiley Scottdoesin his book A History of
Torture violencevisiteduponthe slavewasdebasinganddehumanizingit markedthe
persorwith low statusin the societyandidentifiedthe personasonewhoseexistence
wastenuousandwithout autonomy:’® Theslavewasnot ableto standup anddefend
himself. In fact, Douglassexplainsthata slavemight be whippedfor themere

suggestiorthathe believedhe could counterthe authorityof the slaveowneror anywhite

man280

178 FrederickDouglassMy Bondageand My Freedanm, in FrederickDouglass:The
Narrative and SelectedNritings, edMichaelMeyer (New York: RandomHouse,1984),150.

179 scott, A History, 122.

180 pouglassMy Bondage 152.
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Both law andpracticein the United Statesndicatedthatviolencewasa
fundamentalandacceptedispecbf slavelife. Scottexplains,iWhippingwasnot
inflicted uponfreemen.It wasthe punishmenbf the slave,a mark of dishonouisic] and
degradatiorso profoundthatthe averageRomanpreferreddeathtos ¢ o u r ‘tiHa g . o
furtherexplains,irhe ownerwasvestedwith very nearlyabsolutgpower,thelife of a
slave,oftenenoughwaspunctuatedy continualpunishment®f the mostcrueland
brutalnature®? While Scotts statementseferto ancientRome,theyalsocould be
appliedto the AmericanSouthduringslavery.Douglassencountewith Coveyandhis
refusalto submitsupporttheargumentadvancedn thischapter.D o u g Ib@haveord
challengedRuffin® assertionHis violent response@inderminedhe stability that Ruffin
asserteavould comewith hisruling. Like the Manncase, Douglassvasnot challenging
his masterput a surrogatamaster. Douglasdefiedboth Coveyandhis maste®
authorityin his actions.Douglassvasenslavedn Marylandandrevealsthatthisidea
aboutthe authorityof the masterasunquestione@uthorityexistedoutsideof North
CarolinaandSouthCarolina.
MosesRoper® Narrative

MosesR o0 p enari@tsrepredated o u g lards sichmorefocusedon
violence.Thenarrativewasfirst publishedn Englandin 1837andthenin Philadelphian
1838.His narrativeprovidesinsightsthatdirectly andindirectly counterJudgeR u f f i n 6 s
rulingin the Mann case Fromhis birth until hisescapeR o p estor§revealedviolence

wasfundamentato R o p eexpérencasaslave.Thepunishmenthereceivedasa

181 5cott,A History, 46.
182 Scott,A History, 47.
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slaveweremeantto compelcomplianceanddeterhim from escapeRoperdemonstrated
repeatedlythatthe violencemeantto subdueandmotivateproductivityunderminedhe
authorityof his masterandinspiredrebellion.

MosesRoperwasbornin CaswellCounty,North Carolinain 1815. He escaped
from slaveryin 1834to New York andlatertravekedto Vermontandotherplacesn New
England®® Fearof captureeventuallysenthim backto New York andthenoverseaso
England. In England he wasmetby abolitionistswho supportechim in his education
andspeakingengagements variousEnglishchurdesabouthis experiences®* Much of
whatis knownaboutRoperderivesfrom his narrative A Narrative of the Adventuresand
Escapeof MosesRoper,from AmericanSlavery.Thereis little elsewritten abouthis life
asaslaveor asafreeman.His experienesserveasanimportantrecordof theviolent
practicesn Americanslaveryandareusefulin highlightingthatwhile the violencein
slaverywasdebasingit alsocouldinspirerebellion.

Roperwassold multiple timesandwitnessedslaveryin four staesin the South,
but muchof hislife asa slavewasspentin North andSouthCarolina.Roperrevealedhat
violenceandthethreatof violencewerealwayswith him asaslave. He attemptedo
escapemanytimeswhile in slavery,andeachtime hewasbroudt back,hewasmetwith

aform of violenceintendedo deterhim from resistancendmakehim comply.He

183)an FrederickFinsethfi | nt r o ¢aNartaiiveohMosesRoper),in North
Carolina SlaveNarratives: TheLivesof MosesRoper,LunsfordLand, MosesGrandy,and
ThomadH. Jonesed.William L. Andrews(ChapelHill: The Universityof North CarolinaPress,
2003),23. Specifically,Dr. JohnMorrisonandReverendrhomasPrice,asnotedin the narrative,
wereof assistancé Roper.

184 Marion Starling, TheSlaveNarrative: Its Placein AmericanHistory (Washington,
D.C.: HowardUniversity Press;1981),108.
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includedin his narrativedrawingsof someof thetorturousdeviceshatwereusedto
punishhim, especiallyafteranescapettempt:8®
Background on MoseskR o p eNalGagive

Therearementionsof MosesRopeb work in studiesof slavenarrativesputthe
informationis limited.18® His narrativehasreceivedsomeattentionbut not the critical
attentionit deservessa sourceof valuableinformationabou the natureof slaveryin the
southeasterregionof the United StatesThereareno booklengthstudiesof Moses
Roperandhiswork. His narrativeis mentionedn studiesof African-American
literature,andthereareafew essayshatdiscussts significance.Theessay®f lan
FrederickFinseth PaulWalker,andMarthaCutterarethe mostdeliberateandrecent
discussion®f thesignificanceof R 0 p enar@ts/e.R 0 p enari@ts/eis includedin
William A n d r eantbobgyof North Carolinaslavenarraives®’ In the Introduction,
Finsethprovidesanaccouniof R o p dife thatincludessomedetailsof his life after
slavery.FinsethrecountsR 0 p eexpérencen Englandwherehereceivedhis education
andwasinspiredto write his narrative'®® Finseh alsocontextualizeR o p enarGitive
in the Abolitionist movementandliterary traditionsof the nineteentrcentury. He argues

thatR o p eviolénsaccountwasintendedto shockandinspirea senseof moraloutrage.

18511 this chapter) haveusedtwo differentversionsof R o p enariatise. The printed
one,availablein ananthologyon slavenarratives) usewhenquotingfrom him. This version
doesnotincludethe sketches.| cite the University of North Carolinaat ChapelH i | Do@Ssuth
site becausehis versionincludesthe sketches.

186 See for example CharlesT. DavisandHenryLouis GatesJr.,TheS | a Warratise
(New York: Oxford University Press,1985).

187 publishedn 2003,the anthologycontainsanintroductionto R 0 p enartats/ewritten
by lan FrederickFinseth.

188insethfi | nt r o®R4.cti on, 0
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Finsethwrites,i F aneadingculturenourishedonr o0 ma n t exaltat®nofdhe
individual andon the dramaticemotionalismof sentimentaliterature few spectacles
excitedkeenerisgustthanthatof a vulnerablehumanbodysubjectedo vicious
treatmen{lustful or violentorb o t °) . 0o

Finsethalsodiscussesheissueof authenticityin Ropeb Barrative,n particular
thedefensiveoneof theintroductoryletterin R o p enar@ats/e While Finsethis largely
dismissiveof questionf authorshipf R 0 p enari@ts/e his discussio pointsto the
problemof primarysourcesandtestimonyfrom oppressegeople. Justasthisis anissue
in theancientworld, it resurfacesn the New World. In part,the problemstemsfrom both
law andracistbeliefs.Thelaw in NorthandSouthCarolinaprohibitedliteracyamong
slaves'® Ironically, thereis neverthelesa vibranttradition of slavewriting in the
United Statesyet virtually nonein theancientworld wherethework performedby slaves
sometimesequiredliteracy. Evenso,racistbeliefs in the United Statessuggestedhat
African peoplewereintellectuallydeficient,andthereforecould notlearnto readand
write atalevel commensuratwith white people. Despitethis belief, white Americansof
this periodfoundthelawsforbiddingliteracyin slavesnecessaryGiventhatliteracywas
neitherpermittedor expectecamongformer slaveswhite Americanreaderof slave

narrativegquestionedhe authenticityof early Black writing. Consequentlythere

189Finsethfi | nt r o®8.cti on, 0

190 seeHigginbotham|n the Matter, 200-201; alsoseeWilliam Byrd I1l, Againstthe
Peaceand Dignity of the State:North Carolina LawsRegardingSlavesFree Personsof Color,
andIndians(WestminsterMD: HeritageBooks,2007):231.
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generallywassomeform of statemenwritten by a white persongenerallyof
prominenceassuringhe authorshipandauthenticityof the writing.*%*
Finsethalsoprovidesa limited analysisof the questsandjourneymotifsin the
narrative butthe centralfocusof his analysiss theimpact of Ropeb solor onhis
experienceFinsethcontendghatRopercould haveproblematizedheissuesof colorand
racein amoredeliberatefashion!® He suggestshat Ropermight havedevotedmore
spaceo theabsurdityof definitionsof raceandalsoslaves.He notesthatotherwriters of
the periodusedthe conceptof thetragicmulattol®® While Roperdoespassin his final
escapédo freedom,oncefree,hereturnsto hisidentity asa Black man. Unlike thetragic
mulattowho finds somelevel of comfort,yet conflict, in his whitenessRoperfinds none.
His whitenessasaslave,is a sourceof confusionandresentmentHis appearancenocks

thesystenthatis definedboth by raceandthe privileging of whitesandrepresentshe

obviousconflicts of interests. Moreover,unlike thetragic mulattowhosestoryendsin

1 Thisis anabsurdelementfoundin mostof the slavenarratives.As pointedoutin the
lastchapterjt is a constructiorbasedn theassumptiorthatmostwhite peoplereadingthetext,
whethersympathetido the Abolitionist Movementor not, wereracist. Theycouldnotbelievein
theintellectualability of aBlack persorwithoutawhitep e r sassurarséhe lateststandards
to capitalizeBlack, but notwhite, in scholarship).

192Finsethi| nt rodLicti on, o

193Finsethfi | nt r o d3L Ehetiagicmuylaitois generallyoneplaguedby thefact
thatheor sheis neitherblacknorwhite. Thesuggestions thatbeingbothblackandwhite,
forbiddenby law andcustom supposedlyhe or shewill meetwith atragicend. The Mulatto
generallytakeshis or herlife. Thisis true of the mulattocharacteFinseth mentionsfrom Victor
S e j oshartgiesy,i T Mai | a tThisstorgwaspublishedn 1837,the sameyearthat
R o p enar@tssefirst appearsin the story,thetragicfigure, Georgeskills himselfwhenhe
discovershis fatheris his slavemaster. SeeVictor Sejour,ii T iMai | a infTteeNodton
Anthologyof African AmericanLiterature, vol. 1, ed.HenryLouis Gates Jr.andValerie A.
Smith(New York: Norton,2014):296-309
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self-destructionRoperdoesnotendhislife. He triumphsoverslaverybothby escaping
andby writing his polemicaltextagainstheinstitution of slavery.

Publishedn 2011,PaulWalkei6 sessayji Mo Reper(18151891):African
AmericanBaptistAnti-SlaveryLecturerandBirminghamN o n ¢ o n f @rovidést y, 0
insightinto diariesthatrecordR o p epregescén Birmingham,England andthe newly
discoverecevidenceaboutthe endof hislife.1% Walkerwritesof the newly discovered
diariesof ReverendPeterSibreethatrecordedR o p evisitisBirminghamandhis
antislaverylectures. Accordingto Walker,thenatureof R o p eeactarasjargely
stemmingrom his narrative underscoredhefact that Americanslaverywasnota
benevolentnstitutionthathelpedto i s a thefics a v Afric@ns. Roperemphasizedhe
harshrealitiesof Americanslavery. Walkeralsodiscussesheeventsof R o p difie after
his visit to Englandin the 1860s. He notesthatRoperlater returnedo the United States,
leavinghis wife andchildrenin England. He lost contactwith his family, workingin the
United Statesasa travelingpreacheranddiedin a Bostonhospitalin 1891195

Publishedn 2013,MarthaCutte6 & R e v iTaerture:losesRoperandthe
Visual Rhetoricof theS | a \Bed@is the TransatlantidAbolition Mo v e meontainso
usefuldocumentatiormf slaveryandChristianmetaphorgoundin theliteratureof former
slaves. Thetitle of theessaypromisesadiscussiorof violence,butC u t tdesgussisris

largelyaboutthe Christlike sufferingandcharacteof MosesRoper. Theauthoruseshe

194\valkernotesthathis articleis anextensiorof his essayon Roperpublishedn 2007.
PaulWalker,i Mo sReper:African AmericanBaptistin VictorianE n g | @aptstQuarterly
42,n0.4 (2007):296-302.

195 paulwalker,i Mo sReper:African AmericanBaptist Anti-SlaverylLecturerand
BirminghamN o n c o n f ®aptisiQuayterly44,no.2 (2011):112.
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illustrationsin R 0 p eeaxtdosliscusghewaysin which hewasnot subduedy violence,
butratherovercamat throughhis conversiorandChristlike existence.Shereferences
thecrucifix andclaims,i R o p textndakeallusionto the crossof Jesusashedoesin the
ironic andpunningphrasep w itheihtentionof gettinginto the handsof amorehumane
ma s tAemorelfumaneMastermightbeGod,orJesush i ms@Ctt ber 6s
conclusionsn this passageequiressomeimagination,andit is not clearthatthe
illustrationshereferencess onein the Ropernarrative. In heressaysheuses
illustrationsof slavesbeingtorturedfrom othertexts®’ Thisideaof crucifixion is more
of animpositionthanmetaphot*®
WitnessingViolencein R o p eandDso u g | Narsatveés

Ropeb parrativeshowsthe unquestionediominanceof the masterandthe
dangersvidentin the masterslaverelationship Similarly D o u g Inarrstveaffirms
R o p ensighssinto the problemsof absoluteauthorityof the slavemasterthatare
sanctionedy the Mann case Both RoperandDouglasssuggesthattheviolencethat
wasfundamentalto slaveryalsounderminedt. In theHoovercasethe problemswith
theManncaseweremadeclear. Relyingonthe moralvaluesof the slavemasteroffered
little protectionfor the slaveandplacedthe slavein atenuousposition. Roperfurther

revealedhatrebellionanddefiancewerepossibleconsequencesf violence. Violence

196 MarthaCutter,i R e v iTerture:ldosesRoperandthe Visual Rhetoricof the
S| a Bedgidthe Transatlanti”bolitionistMo v e me&S8Q:A Journalof the American
Renaissances0.no. 3 (2014):387.

197Cutter,ﬁ Re v iToir n g r €heibustratibnreferenceds fromCharlesBa |l | 6 s
narrative NotR o p enari@tive.

198 Thereis no discussiorof crucifixionin R o p enari@tie. This type of punishment
wasnotcommonpracticein the Americanslavery.However thereareviolent practiceshatwere
not mentionedoy Ropersuchasdismembermendndcathaulingthatarein a similar veinto the
crucifixion.
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hadthe potentialto fostera senseof agencyin theslave. Thisis evidencebyRo per 6 s
multiple attemptgo escapeafterbeingpunishedandin the defianceof Douglas in the
faceof theslavebreakerCovey. Only aftertheviolent confrontationwith Coveydoes
Douglasdelieveheis entitledto freedom. He suggestshatbecaus®f his defianceof
theviolence,heis deservingof freedom. Douglassexplainsi T tbaie with Mr. Covey
wasaturningpointin my careerasaslave.lIt rekindledthe few expiringembersof
freedom,andrevivedwithin measenseof myownma n h o dett @sl neverfelt
before.It wasa gloriousresurrectiorfrom thetombsof slavery,to the heaverof
freedom.My long-crushedspirit rose,cowardicedepartedbold defiancetook its place;
andl now resolvedhat,howeverong | mightremainaslavein form, thedayhadpassed
foreverwhenl couldbeaslavein f a ¢° Thads,in D o u g lesperinéeis foundthe
oppositeof theintentionof the slavebreaker.Theviolencedoesnot subduelt compels
resistanceandDouglasssuggestshatit demandshe slaveseekfreedom.

Ropeb mclusionof sketchesn his narrativewerewhatmakehis narratve a
distinctivelyusefultext. Thedrawings,alongwith animageof Roper,areincludedin
thischapterR o p enar@ts/eis uniquein his useof visuals,which addsto theappealing
andfascinatingnatureof his story. Thus,from Roperthereademwasgiveninsightand
imageryof thevariousformsof violenceandtheinstrumentsisedon slaves. Figure3.1

is a pictureof Roperaroundtheyear1840.

199 FrederickDouglassNarrative, 81.



Figure3.1MosesRoperin 1840
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Roperwasconsideredo bea quadroonpnefourth black. Theimagecapturechis

A whi t evhiehbeindicatedgavehim problemshroughouthistimein slavery.Roper
explainsthathis fatherwasthe sontin-law of hismo t h mastéramndwhenRoperwas
born, helookedjustlike hisfather. Hisf a t hwderatbemptedo kill him butwas
stoppedoy his grandmotherSoonafterhis birth, hismo t h mastérdied,andhewas
separatedrom his motherwhenthe propertyof the mastemwasdivided. He wassolda
numberof times.He attributedhis repeatedaleto hisii wh i t é*hHe suggesiethat
thewhitenessf this appearanceausedlaveownersandtradersto resenthim. Thus,
Ropercomplicatedhe relianceon therepresentationsf racethatwereinsciibedin law
andin practice. Blacknessvasperceivedasa sign of slavestatusandby extensiorwas
seenasjustificationfor violent treatmentWhitenessvasassociatedavith freedomand
whenpainor violencewasinflicted on a white persontherewasa perceiveddisorderand
aneedfor intervention. Yet, R o p ewhitersesdefiedthis order. Heis white, yetalso
A b | aamdklave. Roperindicateshatthetradersin slaveswereparticularlyawarethat
his colorwasa problem. He explains,i T hrader,Mr. Michael,aftertravellingseveral
hundredmilesandsellinga goodmanyof his slavesfoundhe couldnot sellmevery
well (asl wassomuchwhiter thanthe otherslaveswere,)for hehadbeentrying several

monts. o

200 Roper,A Narrative of the Adventuresind Escapeof MosesRoperfrom American
Slavery,in | WasBorn a Slave:An Anthologyof ClassicSlaveNarratives vol. 1, ed.Yuval
Taylor (Chicago:LawrenceHill Books,1999) 49394,

201 Roper,A Narrative, 493.
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Ropersuggestshatthe violencehe experiencedvasassociatedvith his
whiteness.Theattempton hislife atbirth wasoneincident,buttherewereother
incidentssuchasthe attemptto alter his skin. 2°?After beingcapturedollowing oneof his
attemptdo escapehewastarredandburnedasa punishmenandasa meango mark
him. i T Hirst thing he did wasto poursometar on my head thenrubbedit all overmy
face,took atorch,with pitch on,andsetit onfire. He putit out beforeit did mevery
greatinjury, butthe painwhich I enduredvasmostexcruciating nearlyall my hair
havingbeenburnto f 1. Imthis way, againRoperwaspunishedandwasleft with
distinctmarksthatwould distinguishhim from actualfi w h ip&opl@& Theviolence
visitedupontheslaveis generallyintendedto markthe slaveandidentify him as
distinctive. Slaveswith color werewhipped,but the distinctnatureof their colorwas
thoughtto markthemasdifferentanddeservingof their slavestatus. HereRoperis
implying thatsincehe hadsolittle color, additionalmarkersvereneededo identify him
asslaveandalsoasdeservingof subordination.

Roperprovidesinsightinto the processy which the slaveis floggedor whipped.
Thesketchesn his narrativearerevealingof it. FigureTwo depictsaflogging or
whipping. The flogging of a slaveinvolvedbindingof theslaved bandsgenerallyabove
theheadto someobjectandthenwhipping.In the United Statesthe sourcegyenerally

indicatethatslaveownersandoverseersisedtwo typesof whipsin this type of

202 Thisis aninterestingcontributionon the partof Roper. Somehistorianshaveargued
thatbiracial slaveswerefavored,andthis mayhavebeentrue for someslavesbut Ropercounters
thisargumentHis color or lack of color disadvantagedim.

203 Roper,A Narrative, 506.
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punishmentthe cato-ninetails whip andtheraw hide or cow whip (seefigures3.3and
3.4)2% Thecato-nineis distinctivebecausef the nine appendageat the endof the

whip thatleft adistinctivemarkon thebodywhenused. The cow whip or raw hide whip

wasgenerallya basicbraidedleathemwhip.

Figure3. 2 TheFlogging

204 Roperdoesnotincludepicturesof thewhipsin his narrative.



Figure3.3TheCatO &Nine

93



Figure3.4 TheRawHide or Cow Whip
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Like Douglassafterhavingexperiencediolent punishmentthe merethreatcaused
Roperto takeaction.Both DouglassandRoperdescribedhe strippingof clothingand
thebindingof the slave,followed by thewhipping of the slaveby masteroverseeror
sometimesnotherslave?®® Theimageprovidedby Ropershowsthe methodemployed
by his cruelestof mastersMr. Gooch. Thefloggingsdescribedby Ropersometimes
entailedhundredsf lasheqseeR o p edepéctsonin figure 3.2). He first experienced
violencewhenhewassoldto Mr. Gooch,a cottonplanterin CashawCounty,South
Carolina. Heremainedwith Mr. Goochfor nearlya yearanda half. Roperstatedthat
Mr. Goochii f | o mgemeadyeveryday,andverys e v e F%%While.working for Mr.
HammansMr. G o o cdorénslaw, Roperexperiencednoreflogging for failure to
completetasksin anadequatenanner.ThisledtoR o p dirst@atsemptat escape.He
explainedfi Hthreatenedo flog mefor not gettingin thefodderbeforetherain came.
This wasthefirst time | attemptedo runa w a 3" Raper explainedfurther,i Wh ¢he
slaverunsaway,the masteralwaysadoptsa morerigoroussystemof flogging; thiswas
thecasein thepreseni n s t #Degpitethis deterrent,Roperattemptedo escapa
numberof times?°® He stateshatat onetime the punishmenfor eachescapavasone
hundredashes?'®

In his groundbreakingvork, In the Matter of Color: Raceandthe AmericanLegal

Processthe Colonial Period,LeonHigginbothanrevealshewaysin whichthelaw

205 Roper A Narrative, 503.

206 Roper,A Narrative, 494.

207 Roper,A Narrative 495.

208 Roper, A Narrative, 495.

209 Roperdoesnot specifyhow manytimeshe attemptedescape.
210 Roper,A Narrative, 495.
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sanctioned/iolenceasa meango subduerebelliousslaves Higginbothamdescribeghe
law asit pertainsto runawayslavesn SouthCarolina. He notesthelaw prescribed
flogging of somesortaspunishmenfor slavesvho attemptedo escapeTheinitial 1712
actstatedthatthe caughtslawe be putto death. However this provisionwasadjustedand
theprescribedounishmentvasii f olr & sy haedd the slaveattemptedo escapea
secondime, thelaw indicatedheor shefi bbeandedwith theletterR onthec h e &% . 0
Higginbothamalsoexplans,i Afer males,athird offensewarrantecdoeingc ast r at ed o
andif femalefl mu t i bly lavingleerleft earcut off. Finally, for afifth offensed t h e
cordofthes | a Vv e @veufil becutabovetheheelor theslavewould sufferd e a $+?h . o
Mr. Goochdid not brandRoperbut did mark him with burnsandtheflogging Roper
receivedexceededheforty lashedndicatedby thelaw. While hewasnot castratedhe
wasmutilated.Higginbothamfurther cautionsthatslaveownerswho failed to adhereo
thelaw and administersomeform of punishmentouldbefined by the state He also
notes,i O rcanonly wonderwhethera mastemwould actuallyinflict the punishments
knowingtheresultmight affectthes | a usefslriessndvalueuponsubsequent
resédl e. o

In the caseof North Carolina,thelaw provideda similar punishmenbf slaves. A
1741statuestatesfi T hwdhénanyRunawayServanior Slaveshallbe broughtbefore
anyJusticeof the Peacewithin this GovernmensuchJusticeshall,by his Warrant,

Committhe saidRunawayto the nextConstableandthereinalsoorderhim to give the

211 A, LeonHigginbotham,Jr., In the Matter, 176-77.
212 Higginbotham|n the Matter, 177.
213 Higginbotham/n the Matter, 177-78.
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saidRunawayso manylashesasthe saidJusticeshallthink it, not exceedinghe Number
of Thirty-Nine, well laid on, onthe Barebackof suchR u n a w4 Ynlikee the South
Carolinalaw, the North Carolinalaw indicatesthatthe governmenbfficials are
responsibldor atleastpartof the punishment.lt doesnot providelimits ontheslave

0 w n eabilgydo punishtheslavefurther.

Not all of the punishment&operobservedvere a consequencef escape
attemptsAccordingto Roper,slavemasterfloggedslavesfor anumberof offenses,
includingattemptedescapenot working fastenoughandnot completinga taskin an
adequatenanner Slaveswho did not work fastenoughor who wereat risk of running
weremadeto work underthe whip of anoverseeor underadriver. Someoverseerer
masterpresentedlaveswith tasksthatweretoo difficult orimpossibleto complete?*®
Douglassaffirms theinformationon whippingsprovidedby Roper. In My Bondageand
My Freedom Douglasshasa chapterentitled,i F | o g@fafbd &' ldenffesthat
slaveownersandoverseerpunishedslavesfor any numberof reasonandsomeof them
may not bedirectly understood.The meresuggestiorof imprudenceor alack of
deferencanight resultin violence. Like Roper,if aslavefailedto completeataskin a
suitablemannerheor shewasmetwith violence.

Most of theviolencedescribedy Roperinvolvedwhippings. Thewhippingsat

timesweresofrequenthatthe work of whippingthe slavewasdividedamongslave

214 Byrd, Againstthe Peace 28.

215 Ropergivesanexampleof this whenheis cuttingtreesaroundthe CatawbaRiverin
SouthCarolina,seepage495andalsowhenhewasmovedto dofield work burdenwith aweigh
andtied to afemaleslaveseepage496. Notethatthespellingof river by Roperis CataubaRiver.

216 pouglassMy Bondage 152-53.
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ownersandfamily or overseers Also, Roperwrites of how slaveownersandslave

tradersweigheddownthe slavewith ironsandcollars.Roperdescribeslevicesusedto
punishslavessuchasthe bellsandthe cottonscrew(seefigures3.5and3.6). Noneof
theviolenceRoperexperiencedosteredsubmissiveness him. Always his goalwas

freedom.



Figure3.5The CottonScrew
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