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SI s, #/# rts 
MTSU hoping to climb high Heels 

By MIKE OBGAN 
Sidelines Sports Co-editor 

While many MTSU basketball fans tremble at 
the thought of their team opening the NCAA 
tournament against the sixth-ranked North 
Carolina Tar Heels Thursday night, coach Bruce 
Stewart says he is relieved. 

"I'm relieved, and I am as serious as a heart 
attack." 

NO. THE COACH has not lost his mind from 
all the hype and hoopla of NCAA tournament 
play. He explains his logic, "It could have been 
Georgetown." 

"We knew we'd have to play a top 10 team," 
Stewart said. "We have a greater possibility of 
matching up with North Carolina than a lot of 

the others in the top 10." 
North Carolina's legendary coach Dean Smith 

is wary of the Raider's confidence and said, 
"MTSU is a very capable team as it proved in its 
conference tournament. I imagine our players do 
not know a lot about MTSU, but all they have to 
do is remember what happened when Kentucky 
looked past them to Louisville." 

STEWART. WHOSE team has won nine of its 
last 12 games, had nothing to do with the 
Kentucky win, however, and he feels his team 
must establish its own mark as giant-killers 

"The Kentucky win was a great win. But 
nobody in our program, from the coaches to the 
players, had anything to do with that upset. 
We're starting from scrtatch," Stewart said. 

Stewart hopes his team can grab hold of the 
tempo early and give the 24-5 Tar Heels a run for 
their money. But the coach insists that his team 
will not try to stall if it gains a lead. 

"WE'RE NOT GOING to go out and hold the 
ball. But we would like to control the tempo," 
Stewart revealed. 

The Tar Heels have returned to the first-class 
form they have been known for throughout most 
of the NCAA's recent history in the latter part of 
this season. They have only lost three games in 
almost three months and Smith feels good about 
his team's attitude entering the tourney. 

"We've played very well since losing to 
Clemson back on Jan. 30. We made some of- 
fensive mistakes against Georgia Tech Sunday 
that  if  we  correct  soon  we could  play  very- 

tough," Smith noted. 
DESPITE GOING up against some pretty stiff 

competition this season, the Raiders never had 
the opportunity to tackle a front line quite like 
the one they will face Thursday night. 

Brad Daughtry, 6-foot-ll, Dave Pops, 6-foot - 
10, and John Wolfe, 6-foot-10, will greet the 
scrappy Blue Raiders. 

Even against such an army, the Raiders won't 
give up the ship, according to Stewart. 

"THEIR THREE HUGE guys that they have 
on the court at the same time has helped them do 
what they've done this year, but we're not going 
to back off. If we're out-talented then we're out- 
talented, but I just can't see our guys ever 
backing down," the confident coach said. 

(continued on page 9) 
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Senior AII-OVC tournament selection 
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Blue Raider leading scorer 

Kim Cooksey 
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AII-OVC Freshman team member 

Kerry Hammonds 

Photo by Bill Kingsley 

Junior college transfer 
James Johnson 

Inman disgusted 
about travel plans 

Win five of last seven 

MTSU sweeps Lambuth in DH 5-3, 5-1 
By MIKE ORGAN 
Sidelines Sports Co-editor 

After his team won the OVC 
title and tournament this 
season and earned its third 
straight NCAA tourney berth, 
MTSU Coach Larry Inman 
was a bit disappointed to learn 
that his team would face the 
14th-ranked Western Kentucky 
Lady Hilltoppers in Bowling 
Green for the first round of this 
year's NCAA tournament. 

In the women's 32-team 
field, first-round games are 
played at the school with the 
higher seed. There had been 
speculation that MTSU would 
open up with a weaker op- 
ponent in Murphy Center. 

"I'M A LITTLE disap- 
pointed that we have to go to 
Western," Inman said during 
his team's practice yesterday 
afternoon. "I thought we 
would get to host it this year. 
This will be our third road trip, 
and I felt like we might've 
already proven ourselves." 

Things are getting a little 
better from years past for 
MTSU. 

The task will be tough for 
the Lady Raiders playing 
Western there, according to 
the coach, "but I'd rather play 
Western Kentucky there than 
open up with UT in Knoxville 
again." 

MTSU FELL TO the Lady 
Vols 52-70 in first-round action 
last year in Knoxville. Ten- 
nessee went on to the cham- 
pionship where it eventually 
lost to Southern California. 

VVKU will bring in a better 

win-loss record at 26-5, while 
the Lady Raiders sport a 23-6 
count. 

The fact that WKU is 
coming off of a loss to Old 
Dominion in its conference 
tourney will help MTSU. The 
Raiders will come into the 
game after a win against arch- 
rival Tennessee Tech which 
gave MTSU the conference 
title. Other than these two 
advantages, Inman considers 
his group the underdogs—but 
definitely underdogs with a 
good chance for an upset. 

"COMING     OFF     OF     a 
conference championship will 
help us, but we'll give up depth 
and size to Western just like we 
have to almost everybody 
we've played this year," Inman 
noted. 

After smashing the 
University of Cincinnati 122- 
72 this season, the Western 
Ladies proved their ex- 
plosiveness on offense. Cin- 
cinnati was one of the six teams 
which claimed victories over 
MTSU this season. 

"Western has a great team. 
They're very quick offensively 
and real explosive. We're just 
going to do what we've had to 
do all year—ignore the odds 
and do what has to be done," 
Inman insisted. 

The game will be played 
Sunday afternoon with tip-off 
set for 2:30. The winner will 
remain in Bowling Green for 
the mid-east regionals and face 
the winner of the nation's No. 1 
team Texas and Western 
Michigan game.  

By GARY FRAZIER 
Sidelines Sports Writer 

MTSU's baseball Blue 
Raiders showed continuing 
improvement by slipping by 
Lambuth in both games of a 
double-header yesterday, 5-1 
and 5-3. 

The wins raised MTSU's 
record to 9-7, but more im- 
portantly, the two almost 
flawlessly played baseball 
games went a long way toward 
putting coach John Stanford's 
mind at ease. 

"THIS IS THE first time I 
can actually sit back and say 
we played really hard baseball 
this year," Head Coach John 
Stanford said after the second 
game of the double-header 
played at Smith Field 
yesterday. 

Until yesterday, Stanford 
was unsatisfied with the way 
the Raiders were playing and 
tried virtually everything to 
come up with a winning 
combination. Line up changes 
set last Thursday may have 
provided the key, as the 
Raiders have won five of seven 
games in the last four days of 
play. 

"If we keep up playing hard 
ball like we did today, then we 
may be seeing a lot more of this 
line up," Stanford said. 

CATCHER TIM GOFF and 
first baseman Jeff Nix were the 
obvious heroes in yesterday's 
games, each slugging balls out 
of the park, to make their 
second home runs of the 
season. 

Goff had a solo home run in 
the bottom of the second in the 
opening game to give MTSU a 

3-0 lead. Lambuth answered in 
the third with its only run after 
center fielder Joey Lewis 
tripled and short stop Tommy 
Shelton singled. 

Winning pitcher Craig 
Smith got tough after that, 
allowing only two hits. Smith 
walked two Eagles in the sixth 
but didn't let them cross the 
plate. 

MTSU ADDED TWO in 
suranee runs, one in the third 
and one in the fifth.The single 
run in the third came after 
short stop ('hip Carnes led off 
the inning with a walk and 
third baseman Bobby Tribbey 
singled. A wild pitch sent the 
runners halfway around the 
diamond with Carnes scoring 

and Tribbey moving to third 
base. 

Designated hitter Dwight 
Thomas also drew a walk, and 
the Raiders threatened to make 
the game a blowout with Tim 
Goff on deck. Goff popped out, 
however, and retired the in- 
ning. 

The fifth Raider run came in 
the fifth inning as Tribbey led 
off with a single, then stole 
second. Thomas picked up an 
RBI by singling into left field. 

IN THE SECOND game, 
Carnes got on base again with 
a walk and this time crossed 
the plate by way of Jeff Nix's 
365-foot home run over the 
right field wall. 

Nix went to action again in 

the third, sort of. The senior 
first baseman took a wild pitch 
to his back and took first base 
as a result. 

The next three Raider 
batters, Thomas, Alan Colburn 
and Barry Chandler, each 
singled to load the bases. Nix 
scored on Chandler's single 
from third. 

SECOND BASEMAN Tim 
Nicely put on a one-man show 
in the fourth to put the Raiders 
ahead 4-0. Nicely reached first 
on a walk, then stole third on a 
bad throw to the plate. 
Lambuth catcher Butch 
Lavell, in attempting to throw 
Nicely out at third, missed his 
third baseman completely. 
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^PtrembyBIII McClary 

Left fielder Chip Carnes steals second in the third inning of the Blue Raiders 5-1 victory over 
Lambuth College. MTSU also won the nightcap 5-3 to complete the sweep. 


