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Six NBA players elected to Hall of Fame 
□ HowarJ llmun   AP 

Rodman 
belongs in 
the ring 

The NBA must surely be hanging 
its head in utmost shame. 

Two years ago I said, among a 
f group of friends, that Dennis 

Rodman's style of play belonged inside 
the ropes of the World Wrestling 
Federation, instead of on the court of 
the National Basketball Association. 

Within one year my assumptions 
had come true. 

Professional wrestling is the place 
to punch fellow athletes like Joe Wolf 
in the genital area. It is also the place 
to kick photographers and bully nice 
guys like Grant Hill — who are either 
incapable or unwilling to retaliate. 

Now I'm not picking on the 
Chicago Bulls' power forward because 
he dyes his hair and occasionally 
dresses in drag — that stuffs great. 
But it seems that Dennis Rodman, 
with his cheap and unsportsman like 
play, could have invented the WWF all 

*  on his own. But Karl Malone? 
I guess that knock-out elbow shot 

to David Robinson was a practice run 
for Malone's true calling. 

It was obvious that he meant to 
establish position with his throwing 
his meat hook of an elbow, but I really 
didn't think he meant to knock the guy 
out. 

And do these two guys ham it up 
or    what? Making    childish 
appearances on the Jay Leno Show to 
promote a fake sport is horribly 

'demeaning to the Utah Jazz, the 
Chicago Bulls and to the greatest 
player to ever don a jersey. 

And what's with these guys acting 
as though they are really going to 
fight? I mean Malone and Rodman 
both performed to Shakespeare-like 
standards during the Finals, but as 
Michael Jordan proved during his 
limited baseball career: individuals 
excel differently at different tasks. 

Making comments in the media 
that tie the NBA to the WWF makes 
me wonder if the basketball Finals 
were rigged. 

Malone said that if he can't beat 
Rodman on the court that he will beat 
him in the ring. 

Hell do and he's done neither, but 
what a shame to see an NBA season 
MVP lower himself to such a dreary 
level. 

Rodman's antics belong in the 
WWF, and maybe Karl Malone's do as 
well. Maybe the NBA needs to place 
ropes around the court and allow fake 
punching while the crowd counts the 
blows. Maybe, just maybe — for the 
better of both sports — they should 
stay there.  

Larry Bird was 
one of five 
elected into the 
Hall of Fame 

Larry Bird, whose talent and 
tenacity led the Boston Celtics to 
three championships and the NBA 
into a new era of prominence, was 
elected to the Hall of Fame today, 
along with five others. 

Also chosen were another 
basketball wizard, Marques Haynes 
of the Harlem Globetrotters, former 
coach Alex Hannum, early NBA big 
man Arnie Risen, current Texas 
women's coach Jody Conradt, and ex- 
Yugoslavian coach Aleksandar 
Nikolic. 

Last Monday, Lenny Wilkens 
joined John Wooden as the only two- 

time inductees. Already in as a 
player, Wilkens was honored as a 
coach. 

Bird's candidacy in his first year 
of eligibility — having been retired 
five years — probably didn't require 
much discussion from the 24-member 
selection committee. 

Bird thanked his high school, 
college and NBA teammates and 
coaches. 

"I hope they all share in this 
because, like other awards I have 
received, this is as much a team 
accomplishment as an individual 
accomplishment," he said in a 
statement. "I'm very honored to be 
part of the Hall of Fame." 

He planned to comment further 
at a news conference in Indianapolis 
on Tuesday. 

"All the Celtics who made the 
Hall of Fame deserved it," said Red 
Auerbach, Boston's former coach, 
general manager and president who 
is among 23 other Celtics already in 
the Springfield, Mass., shrine. "Larry 

absolutely deserves it." 
Bird was rookie of the year in 

1980, MVP in 1984, 1985 and 1986 
and Finals MVP in 1984 and 1986. 
With him, the Celtics won titles in 
1981, 1984 and 1986 and the league 
soared to unprecedented popularity. 
He was designated one of the NBA's 
50 best players ever and often is 
mentioned among the top five. And he 
was chosen coach of the year with the 
Indiana Pacers last season, his first 
as an NBA coach. 

He went to Indiana State after 
playing high school ball in tiny West 
Baden, Ind., and took the Sycamores 
to the 1979 NCAA title game where 
they were beaten by Michigan State, 
their only loss of the season. 

Bird joined Boston in 1979-80 and 
transformed a franchise that had 
missed the previous two playoffs. The 
Celtics went from 29 to 61 wins in his 
rookie season and won the 
championship the next year with 
coach Bill Fitch. The other two titles 
came under K.C. Jones. 

Ready, aim, shoot! 

Emily Parker/staff 

Lady's basketball teams from regional high schools get a few lessons in ihe sport at basketball camp held here this 
summer. 

Serena retires, sister Venus continues 
Q Slenhen WiL>n/AP 

' WIMBLEDON, England —There 
won't be a Wimbledon showdown 
between the Williams sisters after all. 

Serena retired from her third- 
round match with unheralded Virginia 
Ruano-Pascual on Monday, hobbling 
with a leg injury and trailing 7-5, 4-1. 

"I could have carried on if I wanted 
but I have to think about the future," 
she said. "I don't want to hurt myself 
over something silly and be out for 
maybe two months just because I 
didn't stop." 

Serena, 16, had easily won her 
first two matches and was heavily 

g favored to beat Ruano-Pascual and set 
up a fourth-round encounter against 
18-year-old sister Venus, who was 
playing Chanda Rubin on Monday. 

A Williams meeting would have 
been their third this year and 
Wimbledon's first match between 
sisters since Gail and Carol Sherriff of 
Australia played in 1966. 

"We were going to be pretty 
excited about facing each other again," 
Serena said. "It was going to give 
something exciting for England for 
once." 

Serena, playing her first 
Wimbledon and third Grand Slam, 
declared that she had been on course 
to win the title. 

^ "I had all the expectations for this 
Wimbledon," she said. "I expected to 
go all the way. I guess I just won't be 
able to this year. ... In the future, I 

definitely see myself as one of the 
champions." 

Serena said Venus, who is seeded 
No. 6, could be a champion this year. 

"She might go a long way now that 
I'm out of the draw," she said. "I'll give 
her a couple of tips." 

Serena fell behind right away and 
never recovered against the 47th- 
ranked Spaniard. At 4-5 in the first 
set, Williams 
took a three- 
minute injury 
timeout while 
a        trainer 
sprayed and 
strapped her 
left calf. 

Williams 
said she 
injured 
herself while 
slipping on 
the slick 
grass during 
the middle of 
the set. 

Williams 
broke in the 
next game for 
5-5, but 
R u a n o - 
Pascual won the next two games at 
love to take the set and ran off the 
first four games of the second. 

Williams was clearly slowed by the 
injury, favoring her left leg and failing 
to run after some shots. 

After winning the fifth game of the 

second set, Williams walked over to 
the chair umpire and announced she 
could not continue. She packed her 
bag quickly and left the court as her 
mother Oracene, sitting in a 
wheelchair with a broken ankle 
sustained two weeks ago, watched 
solemnly. 

"Early in the match, (the injury) 
wasn't getting any worse and I 

thought I can 
keep going," 
Williams said. 
"But when I 
saw it wasn't 
getting ' any 
better, I 
figured it was 
time to stop 
play." 

Serena 
Williams 
neglected    to 

■fM Kjk       shake   hands 
KlS i» H     

w'th her 
fl n| opponent, 
w PJ# describing it as 

oversight 
because she 
had never 
retired during 
a match 

before. She paid little credit to Ruano- 
Pascual. 

"She had a pretty good today but if 
I was in better shape, it wouldn't have 
been happening at all," Williams said. 

Ruano-Pascual seemed stunned at 
her victory. As she sat in her chair, 

she    shrugged    and    flashed    an 
embarrassed grin. 

Williams also pulled out of the 
women's doubles, in which she was 
paired with her sister, but said she 
may still play in the mixed doubles. 

"I think (the injury) will clear up 
in a short time," she said. "It's not 
hurting as bad as it was on the court. 
It's already feeling a little better." 

On another rainy day at 
Wimbledon, French Open champion 
and No. 5 seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario moved into the fourth round 
with a 7-5, 6-2 win over Sylvia 
Plischke. 

Todd Martin completed a rain- 
delayed third round match against 
Todd Woodbridge, winning 6-4, 4-6, 7- 
6(7-1)6-4. 

Martin is the only American man 
left in the tournament other than 
defending champion Pete Sampras, 
who was resuming his third-round 
match against Thomas Enqvist. 

In the day's featured Centre Court 
match, No. 6 Patrick Rafter, the 
reigning U.S. Open champion, was to 
face No. 12 Tim Henman of Britain for 
a place in the quarterfinals. 

The second week started under 
cloudy skies, and play was suspended 
by rain in early afternoon. 

Four days of play were delayed by 
rain last week, leaving the 
tournament 13 matches behind 
schedule, but officials kept with 
tradition and permitted no play 
Sunday. 

"Larry was the epitome of what a 
player should be," Jones said. "He 
had the total game ... great shooting, 
passing, defense, rebounding, court 
sense and heart, as demonstrated 
every time he dove for a loose ball." 

Back problems forced him to 
retire after the 1991-92 season, his 
13th. He was chosen for 12 all-star 
games and had career averages of 
24.3 points, 10 rebounds and 6.3 
assists. 

He and Magic Johnson could have 
been inducted together at ceremonies 
set for Oct. 2 had Johnson not ended 
his retirement on Jan. 29, 1996, when 
he returned to the Los Angeles 
Lakers for 32 regular-season and four 
playoff games. Johnson had sat out 4 
1/2 seasons, just short of the five-year 
eligibility requirement. Now he must 
wait until 2002. 

Haynes, nominated for the first 

Please see FAME, page 8 

Gordon 
wins race, 
regains 
Winston 
Cup lead 
□ Mike Harris/AP 

SONOMA, Calif. — Sometimes a 
driver has to make his team's 
strategy work. 

That's just what Jeff Gordon did 
Sunday when he charged from the 
middle of the field to win the Save 
Mart-Kragen 350-kilometer race on 
the road course at Sears Point 
Raceway. 

Gordon, who regained the series 
points lead with his fourth victory of 
the season and the 33rd of his 
Winston Cup career, led the first 36 
laps before making the first of his 
scheduled pit stops. 

Several of the leaders chose to pit 
at the same time, while others 
remained on the 1.95-mile, 11-turn 
course. Gordon found himself back in 
the middle of the pack, and he didn't 
get back into the lead until he 
bumped past Bobby Hamilton on lap 
102 of the 112-lap, 218-mile race. 

As the race played out, Mark 
Martin, who Gordon said he expected 
to be the man to beat, never 
completely recovered from a flat tire 
in the early going. 

• Instead of Martin, the defending 
race winner and one of NASCAR's 
best'road racers, it was the surprising 
Hamilton who Gordon had to catch. 

"I don't have a clue what to do 
around these places," Hamilton said 
after winding up second in his best* 
road racing performance ever. 

Gordon found that hard to 
believe. 

"I didn't know if I could catch 
Bobby, then I didn't know if I could 
pass him, then I didn't know if I could 
keep him behind me," Gordon said. 

On a track where most of the 
drivers said passing would be all but 
impossible, Gordon cut a swatch 
through the field, coming from 20th 
in the second half of the race. 

And most of his passes, including 
the one that put him back in the lead, 
came in the hairpin, a 35 mph turn 
that carries the drivers onto the main 
straightaway. 

The hairpin did turn out to be the 
favorite passing spot on the track 
shortened from 2.52 mile by cutting 
out the three-turn Carousel and 
replacing it with the faster but 
shorter Chute, a short straightaway 
and a sweeping right-hand turn. 

"I made one pass in the Chute 
and I was as amazed and shocked as 
the guy I passed," Gordon said. 

Hamilton, who won earlier this 
season on the short oval at 
Martinsville, Va., had taken the lead 
on lap 85. At that point, Gordon was 
running 11th, but he came back in a 
hurry. 

Gordon's big move came on lap 90 
when Geoff Bodine and Ricky Rudd 
both spun out in the hairpin, starting 
a melee among the leaders that 

Please see GORDON, page 8 


