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An open letter, or an appeal 
for a free ride to a bowl game 

lam 
Sportacus 

1 Owen Shipley 
StaH Columnist 

In the oddball world of howl 
bids I can officially say that .is of 
Sunday, December 3, 2006 MT 
is the officially unofficial recipi 
ent of an invitation to the 
Motor City Bowl in Detroit. The 
world of bowl-protocol is such 
an awkward and mysterious one 
that the Sun Belt could officially 
declare MT as being accepted 
before the university could. 

Luckily, that was just a for- 
mality. The Blue Raiders will 
meet Central Michigan at Ford 
field in Detroit tor theii firs) 
ever bowl of the I A era. I he 
Chippewa's are the champions 
of the MAC conference while 
the Raiders are co-champions of 
the Sun Belt. 

Sadly, the location and date ol 
this game will make it a bit 
unfair to MT fans. Taking place 
a mere two and a hall hours 
from the Mt. Pleasant campus 
of CMU, this will practically he 
a home game foi Central 
Michigan. Making the nine 
and-a-half hour drive even 
more improbable for Ml fans is 
that the game will be held the 

day alter Christmas. The 7:30 
p.m. kick off time makes the 
drive possible if MT fans were 
to leave some time before 8 a.m. 
(allowing for traffic and park- 

ing)- 
MT fans got a chance to see 

how easily CMU could fill the 
stands at Ford Field on 
Thursday when they convinc- 
ingly won the MAC champi- 
onship game against Ohio. 
Though the site was supposed 
to he neutral, the crowd was 
definitely tilled with (Ihippewa's 
fans. 

While I don't foresee this 
being much of a problem for a 
Blue Raiders team that has been 
excellent on the road in key 
games, it is more than a small 
problem tor me. Sportacus is 
broke acus. 

M\ beloved Cadillac is more 
than up to the drive but im wal 
iet is not. 'six dollars an article 
means I would have to write 30 
,utides to fill my tank the three 
times needed just to GET to 
Detroit. SadK. this will be m\ 
next to last column of the year 
since Sidelines has only two 
remaining editions. Once again, 
nn fate is in the hands of AD 
Chris Massaro. 1 am not above 
using ,i public forum to beg tor 
a ride to this game, and 1 fully 
intend to do SO. 

\s a student mv perspective 
of the biggest game in the histo 
rv of Ml football will be a valu- 

able one. I have followed this 
team faithfully, campaigned for 
them in both public and private 
forums, and worked my tail off 
to learn on the job how best to 
cover their historic year. I intend 
to write a several page, gonzo- 
style, first-hand account of the 
entire week of the game. But 
how will I get there? 

I understand there are only so 
many seats on the plane, and 
that as a the biggest game in MT 
history, every booster, adminis 
trator and friend of the univer- 
sity possible will want to be 
there. But I want to stress that I 
was born to cover this game, 
this is the moment I have been 
talking about all year. This is the 
moment when MT can win over 
the students once and for all, 
and what better way to exploit 
that opportunity than to exploit 
us here at Sidelines by making 
sure we are actually there to 

cover the game in person? 
I have attempted to make my 

appeal a brief one, and I wish 
only that it be considered. As a 
fan and as a writer I would also 
like to say, above all, congratula- 
tions seniors. You've got one- 
more chance to suit up and 
make history. 

/. Owen Shipley is .. junior 
English major who would very 
much like to attend this game. He 
can be reached at 
Wyspacecom/Iamsportacus 

Irour Schedule. 
YouijUniversity. 

INDEPENDENT STUDY 
University Outrwcti & Cootinmnq Education 

Dwight's Minimart 

GRADUATE 

Coffee - Sodas 
Snacks - Cigarettes 
Coke, Pepsi, Sundrop, Redbull 

DAILY SPECIAL 
Little Cindy's Sandwich 

Bag of Lays or Rays Chips 
20 oz soda 

ALL FOR ONLY $3.39 

KEATHLEY UNIVERSITY CENTER, 
ROOM 200 

PHONE: 898-5562 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM to 7PM 

Greeting Cards 50% Off 

TSSAA BlueCross Bowl results 

Class 5A 

Smyrna 35,Ravenwood 14 

Defending champs fall to the Bulldogs in their 
first appearance in the BCB this weekend. 
Smyrna set a school record with 13 wins this 
season. 

Class 4A 

Maryville 30, Hillsboro 10 

Maryville goes 140 for the first undefeated 
three-peat team in the TSSAA bowl. 

Class 3A 

Knoxville Fulton 24, 
David Lipscomb 14 

A fumble return for a touchdown breaks 
Lipscomb, along with 13-game winning 
streak. 

Class 2A 

Alcoa 31, Goodpasture 3 

Alcoa won their eighth straight football 
state title and second in a row over the 
Goodpasture on Friday night 

Class 1A 

Jackson Christian 19, 
Friendship Christian 13 

This was both schools'first championships 
appearance and Jackson Christian's first 
state title. 

Troy beats FIU; ULL falls to ULM 
By Greg Hohwald 

Staff Writer 

Troy 26 , Florida International 13 
Troy clinched its first Sun Belt (inference title and 

also got a birth in the R+I. Carriers New Orleans 
howl as they defeated FIU on Saturday night in 
Miami. Omar Haugabook threw two touchdown 
passes and also rushed tor 107 yards as the Trojans 
were just too much lor the Golden Panthers to han- 
dle. Special teams highlighted most of the first hall 
scoring, as Troy's Ieodis McKelvin's 48-yard punt 
return for a touchdown gave Troy a 6-0 lead in the 
first quarter, but Cory Fleming returned a blocked 
Dustin Rivest punt for a touchdown. Haugabook s 
first touchdown pass to Andrew Davis gave the 
Trojans a 13-7 le.nl going into the half, and it was a 
lead the) would never relinquish, (ireg Whibbs 
chipped in with two held goals ami Haugabook 
added anothei touchdown pass. Even though III' 
scored a touchdown late, it was not enough for the 
Panthers. who finished the yeai winless and will be 
sen* him; lor a new head coach this winter. Troy will 

take on Rice in the New Orleans bowl on December 
22nd, looking lor its first ever bowl victory. 

I«uisiana-Monroe 39, l,ouisiana-Lafayette 20 
Calvin Dawson rushed for two touchdowns and 

ended the year as the Sun Belt's leading rusher as 
ULM ended their season on a high note in Louisiana 
on Saturday. I'LL had their two-game win streak 
snapped and finished their season at 6-6, fifth place 
in the Sun Belt. It was a frustrating end to a disap- 
pointing season, as many experts had predicted the 
Rajin'Cajuns to win the Sun Belt. ULM opened the 
scoring with a 24-yard Kinsmon Lancaster touch- 
down pass, but trailed at the end of the first quarter 
14-13. However, 20 unanswered Warhawk points in 
the second quarter gave ULM a 33-14 halftime lead, 
and they wouldn't Itxik back from there. ULL quar- 
terback lerry Babb picked a bad time to have his 
worst game of the year, as he threw three intercep- 
tions, all of which led to ULM points. Both of these 
teams have something to look forward to next year, 
as the conference's top 2 leading rushers, Tyrell 
Fenro) and ( akin Dawson, both return to their 
respective teams to battle it out again. 

CD'S * RECORDS 
TAPES * JEWELRY 

New & Used CD's - Records 
125 Lasseter Dr. 

Murfreesboro, TN  37130 
OPEN MON-SAT 11-7 

^£ l-A 

PHASE II 
...since 1988 

New A Consignment Items 
Tons of brand names like: 

Abercrombie - Express - Hollister - Banana Republic - South Pole 
PRICES START AT $1.00 

located in Murfreesboro at 1218 N.W. Broad St. 
$$$ in your closet 

Colt UT to get more information on how to consign your clothes now1 

615-895-6821 


