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GET READY FOR THE MADNESS 
Raiders advance to OVC semifinals, 89-74 
By Lesli Bales/ Staff 

Despite seeing a 21-point half- 
time lead being whittled down to just 

|, a five-point spread with just over 
• seven minutes left, MTSU battled 
• back to beat Southeast Missouri 89-74 
■ in Tuesday night's first round OVC 

Tournament game. 
The win marked the first against 

the Indians all season and the last 
home game for seniors Roni Bailey, 
Nod Carter, Torrey Moore and Chad 
Wampler. 

"I think we played a wonderful 
first half," MTSU Coach Randy Wiel 
said. "This team attacks and scores, 
and we had to respect their speed." 

Luck of the draw placed the 
Indians against the Blue Raiders in 
first-round OVC tourney play. 
Although MTSU was seeded third 
and SEMO sixth, the pairing was 
ironic in that Southeast was the only 
team to sweep Middle twice this 
season, and the only team to beat 
MTSU at home. 

The game looked like it might be 
a struggle for the Blue Raiders from 
the start as the Indians jumped out to 
a 6-2 lead in the first two minutes. 
However, back-to-back 3-point field 
goals by Torrey Moore and Richard 
Duncan gave MTSU its first lead at 
17:47. After an Indian jumper to tie it 
at 8-all, a lay-up and free throw by 
Moore would give the Blue Raiders an 
11-8 lead at 15:08. The lead would 
not be relinquished. 

After SEMO hit a basket to 
narrow the lead to just one, a driving 
lay-up by Duncan sparked a 10-0 run 
by MTSU, ending with a climactic 
slam dunk by Malachi Allen that 
brought the home crowd of 2500 
screaming fans to its feet. With ten 
minutes left to play in the first half, 
the Blue Raiders led 21-10. 

A 7-0 run by the Blue Raiders 
culminated with a 3-pointer by Nod 
Carter at the 2:23 mark and extended 
the MTSU lead to 39-21. Another 
Carter long-ranger and free throws by 
Mantia Callender, Freddie Martinez, 
and K.J. Harden continued to 
increase the MTSU points to a 21- 
point deficit. The Blue Raiders left for 
the lockeroom with a half-time lead of 
46-25. 

SEMO started the second half 
with an Allen Hatchett 3-pointer and 
began to chip away at the Blue Raider 
lead. With only twelve minutes 
remaining in the game, the Indians 
had narrowed the margin, which had 
been at its largest at 22, to single 
digits. 

A 20-second timeout by Southeast 
at the 10:48 mark was followed by a 
nail-biting 6-0 run by the Indians. 
Starting with a MTSU turnover, the 
Blue Raiders followed a SEMO lay-up 
by missing two chances in a row to 
score. An Indians jumper by 
Reginald Crisp was then followed 
immediately by an offensive foul 
against the Blue Raiders, allowing the 
Southeast team to cut the margin to a 
slim five on a basket by Bud Eley. 
MTSU again turned-over the ball 
twice in a row before calling a time- 
out at the 7:32 mark. 

A jumper by Duncan and a lay- 
up by Chad Wampler extended the 
lead to nine again after the break. 
After Hatchett hit a SEMO basket to 
cut the margin back to seven, a 3- 
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Senior Roni Bailey draws a foul on his way to the goal Tuesday against SEMO. 

pointer by Carter at the 6:06 mark 
finally returned the Blue Raider lead 
to double digits by increasing the 
score to 68-58. 

The long-rang shot was followed 
by a steal by Carter that led to a 
jumper by Allen. With 5:38 left to 
play, the crowd was on its feet. 

A double-foul against SEMO's 
Eley and MTSlTs Wampler, the third 
double-foul against both team's 
centers, put both men in foul trouble 
with four each and 5:18 still left to 
play. Just seven seconds later, 
Wampler, the only senior to be a 
member of the MTSU squad for five 
years, fouled out of his last home 
game at Murphy Center. 

Having had their point-cushion 
threatened earlier in the half, MTSU 
did not let up and instead used the 
last five minutes to build the lead 
back up to numbers in the teens. A 
slam dunk by MTSU's Allen with only 
38 seconds left put the finishing 
touches on the game and extended the 
Blue Raider lead to 17. A SEMO 
basket by Eley with five seconds left 
would not be enough, and the Blue 
Raiders left the court with an 89-74 
win and the assurance of a spot in the 
OVC semi-finals. 

The win was a big one for the 
whole team, but especially for the 
senior members. Carter led the Blue 
Raiders with 25 points, three assists, 
and six rebounds. Moore added 17 
points and five rebounds. Duncan led 
in assists with 10 and tossed in 13 
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Coach Randy Wiel gives his Blue Raider squad pointers during a second half 
time out. Wiel will take the Raiders to Nashville Friday with a 19-11 record. 

while Allen came off the bench to add 
10. Meanwhile, Bailey grabbed six 
boards and scored 12 to put him over 
the 1,000-point mark, making him 
only the 25th Blue Raider in school 
history to achieve this goal. His 
current point total is 1,009. 

SEMO's Hatchett came off the 
bench to lead the Indians with 22 
points. Eley racked up 18 points and 
15 rebounds while Dante Bryant 
tossed in 10. 

"It feels really good [to win our last 
game here]," said Wampler. "I've been 
here for five years, and we've had some 
tough times and some tough years, but 
I'm glad that in my senior year things 
are actually starting to go right. I'm 
really enjoying it a lot." 

Nod Carter agrees. "It feels really 
good for me and the other seniors 
especially. We've put in a lot of hours 
and early mornings, and it's good to 
see that it is really starting to pay off." 

"I've developed a good 
relationship both on and off the court 
with these guys," Carter continued. 
"It's good to know that we have a shot 
to win the Championship if we win 
our next two games." 

Wiel is excited about the 
upcoming championship. "This, to us, 
is like the NCAAs already" he said. 
"Every game is a game that is the last 
team standing. There are no weak 
teams left. The conference is 
balanced. Only one game separates 
number one from number five." 

The Raiders now have to put this 
win behind them and focus on Friday 
night's semi-final game against 
Murray State (18-9). 

"We have to try to play our best 
and make a name for ourselves," Wiel 
said. "Both of our teams [MTSU and 
Murray State] are even, and it's a 
neutral court. We're going to have to 
play our best to win." 

Carter agrees. "It doesn't matter 
who we play, we just need to go in and 
take care of our turnovers, keep our 
heads together, and play the best 
game we can." 

The Blue Raiders will play 
Murray State at 7 p.m. at the new 
Nashville Arena. If they win, they 
will advance to the final round, where 
they will play the winner of Friday 
night's Austin Peay/Tennessee Tech 
game Saturday at 1 p.m. Saturday's 
championship game will also be held 
at the Nashville Arena and will be 
televised live on ESPN. The winner 
will be both the OVC Champion and 
the NCAA Automatic Qualifier. • 
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THE ROAD TO THE BIG DANCE 
OVC Men's Championship  

Tuesday 
At campus sites 
of highest seed 

(1) Austin Peay 

Friday 

7:30 p.m. 

(8) Morehead St. 

At Nashville Arena 

Austin Peay (16-13) 

Saturday 
At Nashville Arena 

(4) Tenn. Tech 

7:30 p.m. 

(S) Eastern Illinois 

SEMIFINAL 

3 p.m. 

Tenn. Tech (15-12) 

(2) Murray St. 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
1 p.m. (ESPN) 

7 p.m. Murray St. (18-9) 

(7) Tennessee St. 
SEMIFINAL 

7 p.m. 

MTSU (19-11) 

(3) MTSU 

7 p.m. 

(6) SE Missouri St. 

OVC CHAMPS 
NCAA 

Automatic Qualifier 

OVC Women's Championship 

Tuesday 
At campus sites 
of highest seed 

(1) Eastern Ky. 

Friday 
At Nashville Arena 

Saturday 
At Nashville Arena 

6 p.m. Eastern Ky. (22-5) 

(8) Tennessee St. 
SEMIFINAL 

1 p.m. 

MSU (11-15) 

(4) Morehead St. 

6 p.m. 

(S) Eastern Illinois 
*_n«mriwnonir 

\ n m 
(2) Austin Peay 

OVC CHAMPS 

5:30 p.m. MTSU (10-19) 
NCAA 

Automatic Qualifier 

(7) MTSU 
SEMIFINAL 

9 p.m. 

Tenn. Tech (17-10) 

(3) Tenn. Tech 

5:30 p.m. 

(6) Murray St. 
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Clutch free throws catapult 
Lady Raiders past Austin Peay 
Staff Reports 

It was close, but it was enough 
when MTSU sophomore guard 
Cortney Neeley hit two free throws in 
the last nine seconds of Tuesday's 
first-round 
OVC 
Tournament 
game against 
Austin Peay to 
give the Lady 
Raiders a slim 
60-59 win in a 
breathtaking 
game in 
Clarksville. 
The game was 
also a notable 
upset due to 
MTSU being 
seeded seventh 
to the Lady 
Gov's third. 

It   was   a         
h a r d - ^^^^^^^^^^^^* 
upset   by   the 
Middle women as they trailed by as 
many as nine in the second half before 
coming back to haunt the team that 
swept MTSU twice this season, 70-66 
in Clarksville on Jan. 23 and 66-62 in 
Murfreesboro on Feb. 5. 

"It was the first time all season 
that we have put ourselves in the 
position to win," Coach Lewis Bivens 

"It was the   ' • 
first time all 
season that we 
have we put   : 
ourselves in the 
position to 
win." 

Lewis Bivens 
Women's 

Basketball Coach 

told "The Tennessean" after the game. 
Down by nine and the clock 

ticking away, MTSU sophomore 
forward Carlita Elder caught fire, 
cutting into the Lady Gov's lead with a 
killer combo of layups, jump shots, and 

free throws. 
Even after 

Neeley's free throws 
put Middle ahead by 
one, Austin Peay still 
had a chance to win 
right down to the 
wire. With one 
crucial second 
remaining, Simone 
Caldwell, last year's 
OVC Tournament 
MVP, went to the free 
throw line with a 
chance to shoot a one- 
and-one. As the 
crowd of 1500 looked 
on, Caldwell's first 
shot went down into 

^^^^^^^* the basket...and rolled 
out. 

"I thought it was down in the 
hole," Lady Govs Coach Susie Gardner 
told "The Tennessean" after the game. 
"It looked good. We had our chance. 
We had the ball and the lead with 14 
seconds to go and we travel." 

Please see LADY RAIDERS page 8 
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