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Sports 
Raiders! 

MTSU belts Akron; Eastern arrives Saturday 
By MIKE JONES 
Sidelines Sports Editor 

MTSU's 26-3 belting of 
Akron Saturday night set up 
what will be perhaps the 
biggest game in recent Blue 
Raider football history when 
Boots Donnelly and troops host 
powerful Eastern Kentucky 
Saturday. 

Akron was ranked 12th in 
the nation going into the game 
with the Blue Raiders, and the 
MTSU vs. Eastern Kentucky 
game could be the most pivotal 
game in the Ohio Valley 
Conference this season. 

SATURDAY the 4-0 Blue 
Raiders host the Colonels, the 
defending NCAA I-AA 
champions and current No. 1 
team in the nation. Kick-off is 
set for 1:30 p.m. at Horace 
Jones Field. 

A win for the Blue Raiders 
against Eastern would mean 
instant national prominence 
and give MTSU five victories as 
they head into the bulk of their 
OVC schedule. Four of 
MTSU's five remaining games 
after Eastern are scheduled for 
Murfreesboro. 

MTSU,   though   undefeated 

after three contests against 
some weak opposition, failed to 
burst into the NCAA I-AA Top 
20 in recent weeks, but this 
week they are ranked 17th in 
the nation in that poll. Akron, 
with the loss, dropped out of 
the Top 20. 

EASTERN HAS beaten 
MTSU the last 10 times they 
have played, including a 35-10 
Colonel lambasting last year at 
Eastern. MTSU last defeated 
the Colonels in 1971 by the 
score of 31-18. The Colonels 
lead the series 17-13. 

MTSU ranks first in the 
nation in NCAA I-AA this week 
in scoring offense, averaging 43 
points per game, and scoring 
defense, limiting opponents to 
5.8 points per game. The 
Raiders rank second in passing 
defense (allowing 79.8 yards 
per game), and third in total 
defense (178.3 yards per 
game). 

But Donnelly had little time 
to dwell on the Akron win, 
which avenged a 19-16 loss last 
year to the Zips on regional 
television from Horace Jones 
Field, and set his sights on the 
undefeated Colonels. 

No TV for Raiders 
The MTSU vs. Eastern 

Kentucky football game will 
not be on regional television. 
Sports Information Director 
Ed Given said yesterdav. 

ABC will not be carrying 
any football this Saturday, 
while    CBS    will    show    the 

Alabama vs. Penn State game 
nationally. Given said. NBC 
will be carrying the baseball 
playoffs. 

Rumors had been circulating 
around the campus last week 
that in the event of an MTSU 
victory over Akron the Eastern 
game would be televised. 

Cross country men 
finish second at Fisk 

FROM STAFF REPORTS 
NASVILLE-The Blue 

Raider cross country team 
finished second to Jackson 
State Saturday in the Fisk 
Invitational, but MTSU's Jeff 
Skinner won the event with a 
time of 25:20 for the five-mile 
course. 

Jackson State's 29 points won 
the event, while MTSU 
finished second with 44 points. 
Belmont had 58 points, David 
Lipscomb 115 and Tennessee 
Tech 135 to round out the top 
five. 

JUNIOR Robert Willis from 
Murfreesboro  finished  second 

overall in the meet with a time 
of 25:35. William Brooks, a 
senior out of Chattanooga, 
finished eighth with a time of 
26:21. 

Nashville sophomore Billy 
Porter took 15th at Fisk, 
running 27:16 for the course. 

Other MTSU finishers in- 
cluded Greg McDaniel, who 
took 18th with a time of 27:31; 
Mike Shive, who finished 24th 
with a time of 28:13 and Jody 
Patel, who ended up 25th with 
a time of 28:23. 

MTSU competes Saturday in 
the Old Hickory Road Race, a 
5.8 mile event. 

Photo by Mike Poley 
MTSU quarterback MickeyCorwin starred again in the Blue 
Raiders   26-3 win over Akron Saturday. Corwin threw for 171 
yards, hitting 12 of 19 passes. He threw one for a touchdown, 
and also had one pass intercepted. 

"IT'S JUST another football 
game we have to win," 
Donnelly proclaimed 
yesterday. "There is no rivalry 
for us. Each game is bigger 
than last week's game. We can 
be better and we have to get 
better." 

Playing the Colonels at 
Eastern, where they have not 
lost in their last 34 contests, 
would be one thing, but 
playing them at all is no easy 
task. Eastern has the nation's 
longest winning streak with 17 
consecutive wins. 

"You make mistakes against 

Eastern Kentucky and they 
capitalize on them," Donnelly 
said. "Winning at Akron 
doesn't make it easier for us to 
focus our efforts on the short 
time we have to prepare for our 
next game." 

THOUGH THE Blue 
Raiders racked up 26 points 
against the Zips, pouring on 16 
of those in the final quarter, 
the effort was far short of the 
48.7 points per game MTSU 
had averaged in their first 
three contests. 

But the competition 
provided by Akron was also 

much tougher than it has been 
in earlier contests. 

"We played as well as we've 
ever played," Donnelly said. 
"We made a lot of mistakes and 
the game was very physical and 
very rough. Being on the road 
so far away might have hurt us 
a little bit. 

"WITH AKRON BEING in 
a situation where they could 
not lose and still compete in the 
conference, I thought we 
responded well," the coach 
added. 

"We had great protection 
and the running game looked a 
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Hell bent for steps 

Freshman John McDowell enjoys the warm temperatures yesterday by running up the steps of 
Johnny Red Floyd Stadium. 

Ladies fail to place in Fisk meet, 
Key praises performance of duo 

By DON TILLETT 
Sidelines Sports Writer 

NASHVILLE —Depleted 
heavily by sickness and injury, 
the MTSU women's cross 
country team failed to place in 
the Fisk Jubilee held Saturday 
at Percy Warner Park. 

Despite the failure of the 
team to place, Head Coach 
James Key was provided with 
some good news during the 
race, as Vickie Ring and Betsy 
Korn competed for and broke 
personal goals which Key had 

set for them. 
"WE'RE REAL pleased with 

the two girls because they are 
two weeks ahead of schedule," 
Key said. 

Ring, a junior from Nash- 
ville, finished 22nd overall 
with a time of 20:34, while 
Korn, a freshman from 
Brownsville, finished 25th with 
a time of 20:54. 

Key said that the new goal 
will probably be the 20-minute 
mark, so that his team will be 
more competitive  on  a  team 

basis. 
KEY WAS PLEASED with 

the improvements that his 
team has made, but noted that 
the lack of numbers in terms of 
people on the team is having an 
effect on MTSU's outcomes in 
early meets. 

"The lack of numbers is hard 
on us psychologically, but I am 
super pleased with the im- 
provement the girls have 
made. 

(continued on page 8) 

lot better, but we were against 
better quality athletes." 

The loss was the second 
straight OVC defeat for the 
Zips, as they fell to Eastern 10- 
5 last week. 

THE BLUE RAIDERS first 
got on the board against Akron 
when quarterback Mickey 
Corwin leaped into the end 
zone from one-yard out with 
3:29 left in the first quarter 
after driving downfield. Both 
teams added field goals in the 
second quarter, followed by a 
scoreless third quarter. MTSU 

(continued on page 8) 

Lady Raiders 
beat Louisville 
for first victory 

FROM STAFF REPORTS 
LOUISVILLE—The MTSU 

Lady Raiders tennis team took 
its first victory of the year over 
the University of Louisville 
Saturday 5-4. 

"My freshmen did real well; 
they all won their singles and 
our returners all did real well 
too," Coach Sandy Neal said. 
"Our doubles were not real 
strong, but the first doubles 
team did well. They kind of 
saved us." 

MTSU WON four of six 
singles matches, and held on 
with one doubles victory to 
down the Lady Cardinals. 

Michelle Girle, MTSU's top 
returning player, won her 
singles match over Brenda 
Dorrel 6-4, 6-2. Suzie 
Newberry, a freshman from 
Murfreesboro Riverdale High 
School, was also victorious in 
singles play, downing 
Louisville's Gretchen Moran 6- 
1,6-2. 

Renee Giroux, another 
freshman, hammered Laura 
Ramser, 6-1, 6-3. Marty 
Henry, a walk-on for the Lady 
Raiders took Laurabeth 
Schmidt of Louisville 6-2, 3-6, 
6-2. 

"MARTY HENRY has just 
been out for about two weeks* 
and played really tough for a 
freshman," Neal noted. 

There were no real surprises 
in Saturday's match, the coach 
said. 

"I knew they could do it," 
Neal said of her team. "They 
had the talent. I was very 
pleased—not actually sur- 
prised—but pleased." 

MTSU'S ONLY losers in 
singles play were Brigitte Platt, 
who fell to Renee Warren of 
Louisville 6-0, 6-2, and Linda 
Long, who lost to Debbie 
Giroux of Louisville 6-0, 6-1. 
Debbie is the sister of MTSU's 
Renee Giroux. 

The lone victory in doubles 
play for the Lady Raiders came 
when Girle and Giroux 
downed Dorrel and Moran 6-3, 
6-4. 

Newberry and Platt fell to 
Giroux and Ramser 6-1, 6-2, 
while Long and Swindell fell to 
Schmidt and Warren 6-0, 6-0. 

"We've definitely got to 
work on our doubles," Neal 
said. 

The Lady Raiders travel to 
Western Kentucky Thursday to 
face the Lady Hilltoppers in a 2 
p.m. battle 

Campus Recreation considers raising forfeit fees 
By GARY CATHCART 

Sidelines Sports Writer 
Campus Recreation, due to 

increasing problems of 
scheduling and forfeits, is 
considering raising forfeit fees 
for individual sports, ac- 
cording to Assistant Director of 
Campus Recreation Rick 
Gordon. 

Every   student   wishing   to 

participate in an individual 
sport such as tennis, chess, ping 
pong or backgammon is 
required to fill out an entry 
form which includes times 
students cannot participate. 

THE MAIN problem, ac- 
cording to Gordon, is that 
many students do not show up 
for their scheduled matches. 

This     was     in     evidence 

Wednesday night when five 
chess matches were scheduled 
and only three were played 
because four people did not 
show up. 

The recreation staff then had 
to make up all new brackets for 
the rest of the chess tour- 
nament. 

"WE ARRANGE our 
scheduling brackets by the way 

they fill out their entry form," 
Gordon said. "Most univer- 
sities don't even give students a 
choice as to when they want to 
play." 

The recreation department 
staff feels that raising the 
present $1 forfeit fee, possibly 
to $5, will make students 
aware of the responsibilities of 
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