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MTSU Master Plan steams ahead 
CATHY CLISSOLD 

News Writer 

MTSU could have approval 
to begin the planning process for 
several buildings in the first 
phase of the Master Plan if the 
state building commission 
approves the Tennessee Board of 
Regents proposal on Aug. 27, 
according to Bill Smotherman, 
director of the Physical Plant and 
interim director of Campus 
Planning. 

If the school receives 
approval. Campus Planning can 
assign architects and engineers to 
start planning the buildings, said 
Smotherman. However, this does 
not include the Student 
Recreation Center. 

Phase I of the Master Plan 
does include a Business/ 
Aerospace facility, a new library, 
a new art facility, nursing facility, 

and Student Recreation Center, 
along with an expansion to the 
Corlew Hall dining facility and a 
parking garage at Kirksey Old 
Main. 

The Business/Aerospace 
facility is still in the planning 
stages, said Dean Barbara 
Haskew of the School of 
Business. 

Haskew is also working with 
Dr. Wallace Maples, chairman of 
the Aerospace Department, about 
the new building design. 

Associate Dean of Business 
Dr. Dwight Bullard and Haskew 
are planning to visit several 
business programs at other 
campuses. 

The College of Business 
wants to "incorporate features 
that other schools have found 
successful" in the new business 
program, Haskew said. 

The Nursing building will 
hopefully   be   completed   by 

summer 1994, said Judith 
Wakim, chairperson of the 
Nursing department. 

The nursing department, 
which is currently located in the 
Stark Agricultural building, will 
not have to move too far-the new 
facility will be located in front of 
the Agricultural building where 
there is currently a parking lot. 

Wakim, like Haskew and 
Maples, is also visiting other 
nursing departments to look at 
their building designs. 

The Art department is 
currently awaiting approval to 
begin planning their new facility. 
They hope to begin planning this 
fall and complete by March 1993. 

Library Director Don Craig 
is also awaiting approval from 
the state to begin planning a new 
library facility. 

This month is to be the 
beginning of the planning and 
design  process  for  the  new 

library, said Craig. 
After the new library facility 

is completed, the building in 
which the current library is 
located will house Admissions, 
Records and other student 
services offices, according to the 
steps of the Master Plan. 

The parking garage behind 
Kirksey Old Main has currently 
been put on hold, said 
Smotherman. 

Smotherman also explained 
that the whole process of Phase I 
has to be coordinated. After the 
Business/Aerospace building is 
completed, faculty with offices in 
Boutwell Dramatic Arts will 
move to KOM while the dramatic 
arts building is being renovated. 

The Corlew Hall dining 
expansion is still in the financing 
stages, said Smotherman, but the 
expansion is to be student 
funded. 

The Phase I renovations 

include the Keathley University 
Center, Todd Library, Alumni 
Gym, Saunders Fine Arts, Stark 
Agricultural building and Kirksey 
Old Main. Most renovations 
cannot begin until after other 
projects are completed. 

For example, the renovation 
of the agricultural building 
cannot begin until after the 
nursing facility is completed. A 
larger agricultural program will 
be included in the renovations. 

The Master Plan also 
includes a new Infrastructure 
Program. This allows for the 
increased demand on utilities, 
electricity, drainage and 
communication services. 

The sites for several of the 
new buildings are located over 
what are presently drainage 
ditches. The Master Plan 
proposes to relocate drainage 
water to a pond to be located 
close to Rutherford Boulevard. 

Nursing: The first 
hurdle of Phase I 

SAM GANNON 
Managing Editor 

Initial planning for the 
new nursing facility should 
begin this fall since more than 
S3 million in funds have 
already been made available 
by the Christy-Houston 
Foundation of Murfreesboro. 

The facility would be 
located in what is now the 
parking lot on the corner of 
2nd Street and B Street, across 
from Corlew Hall and in front 
of Stark Agricultural Center. 

The building received 
construction approval in April 
from the State Building 
Commission. 

The Christy-Houston 
grant of S3.15 million will be 
provided over a period of two 
or    three    years. The 
Foundation, located in 
Murfreesboro, focuses its 
attention on improving health 
care. 

"We believe that the best 
way in which to enhance the 
quality of health care is to 
offer the best preparation 
possible to those who will 
deliver that care," James R. 
Arnhart, foundation president, 
said. 

The department of 
Nursing has been housed in 
the same building as the 
agricultural program since its 
inception in 1966 and uses 
whatever space is available. 

"Nursing has never really 
had a home on this campus," 
said Dr. Judith Wakim, 
nursing department chair- 
person. 

The preplanning phase 
will take between six and 

eight months with construc- 
tion beginning in spring, said 
Bill Smotherman, interim 
director of Campus Planning. 
"Classes could begin by fall of 
1993." 

Wakim has already made 
trips to various Nursing 
programs on other college 
campuses with the architects 
for the facility, McFarland 
Huitt of Nashville. 

The schematic layout of 
the facility will soon be 
available. Following this, the 
design   and   development 
process will begin with final 

plans and bids being taken in 
spring. 

"The nursing building is 
ahead of them all,"said Bill 
Smotherman, director of the 
Physical Plant and interim 
director of Campus Planning. 

Rec Center start 
date unknown 

CATHY CLISSOLD 
News Writer 
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Construction will not begin 
as planned for the new Student 
Recreation Center because of 
delays in state approval, said 
Director of Campus Recreation 
Glen Hanlcy. 

An architect was to be 
named this summer, but this 
has to wait until consent from 
the state has been received. 
Hanlcy said that he hopes an 
architect will be named by the 
fall. 

The Campus Planning 
Office   has   submitted   the 
necessary requirements to the 
Tennessee Board of Regents, 
explained Director of 
Maintenance Bill Smotherman. 
The next step is to wait to hear 
from the state. 

Campus Planning was 
responsible for organizing the 

LOOKING INTO THE FUTURE: Letters mark locations for new buildings in Phase I of MTSU's Master 
Plan. A-Business/Aerospace building, B-New Library, C-Art building, D-Nursing building, E- 
Expansion of Corlew cafeteria, F-Student Rec Center, G-Parking garage at Kirksey Old Main* 

function and definition of the 
building on campus, the 
estimated cost and space 
utilization, and other require- 
ments in the presentation to the 
state. 

Unless there arc further 
delays, construction will begin 
next summer, said Hanlcy. 
Construction will take about 
two years. The university 
wants the Center to be 
operating by the spring of 1995. 

The Recreation Center will 
be located cast of family 
housing and the 
communications building, and 
is part of Phase I of the 
university's Master Plan. 

The Recreation Center will 
be a S12 million facility of 
about 100,000 square feet. The 
Center will contain a weight 
room and a wellncss center, an 
aerobics room, six basketball 
courts eight volleyball courts, 
an Olympic-size indoor pool, 
an outdoor pool with a sun 
deck, sand volleyball courts, 
and equipment check-out. 

Hanley said he hopes this 
will help reduce the number of 
students going home on the 
weekends. Tentative hours arc 
6 a.m. to midnighL 

Tennessee Tech has 
recently opened a smaller 
facility and they estimate 
having 1,500 to 1,600 students 
in the facility a day. 

The Center will be run by 
students, for students. There 
will be no athletics or 
academics in the Rec Center. 
Students will be needed to 
work at the Center as 
lifeguards, instructors, and 
referees. 

MTSU president Wallace 
Prescou approved the proposal 
for the Rec Center in 1989. In 
March of 1991 the referendum 
was approved by the students. 


