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Dwone, you're 
the man; our 
hats off to you 

Sonic of us hear about Dwone 

Brazelton's S3 million deal and think. 

"What a luck) guy. I wish I had that 

kind oi money. 

But another \\a\  to that 

we arc the huk\  on 

pri\ ilege of watchini 

lete represent out 

ing mound even 

Dwone made hi 

Raiders a memorable 

ing year.   I le hi 
records ,\ud can 

three in all the 

but I hvoni 
as ,1 ba 

hones!   hi 

thought.* 

n of triu 

you don iHI are. 

There s been numerous 

he s taken time out of hi - 

sign an autograph foi a young 
\ leS a  lamih  man.     1 le s  l< >\ 

mother and has been on the record talk 

ing about how he hated having to miss 

family events such the annual Easter egg 

hunt at his home in Tullahoma. 
It's unfortunate that he wasn't dratted 

right out of high school, but some 

things happen tor a reason. He didn't 

get dratted right away, and by not, he 

became our celebrity someone we all 
feel proud o\. 

It's just nice when your school gets in 

the headlines for good reasons instead 
of bad ones such as scandals and crime. 

Dwone did that tor us. He didn't just do 
it for the bigwigs and bureaucrats, he 
did it tor us lowly students too. 

Our hats are off to you. 

Congratulations and good luck. We 
love you man.^ 
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Jeffords is a modern patriot 
For Argument's Sake 

|ason Cox 

lumnisl 

■ ,n readers, a 
inge is taking 

ipitol I fill. 
• me 

:  will 

Dakota, as the Senate 
Majority Leader. 

An evenly divided 
Senate has allowed the 
Republicans to set the 
agenda lor the proceed- 
ings, t» chair all of the 
committees and generally 
run the floor the way they 
please. Today, the 
Democrats take on this 
task lor the tirst time since 

Many ol you probabl) 
already know thai Sen. 
Linus leffords, a 
Republican senator from 
Vermont, has left the 

id < 'lil Party and is 
in independent. 

Lor those deficient in 
math, that makes the bal- 
ance in the Senate 50-49, 
in lavor of the Democrats. 

I consider lames 
leffords to be a modern 
patriot. This may not 
come as a surprise to 
those who have read my 
column lor .some time. 
I lowever, leffords' courage 
is to be admired regardless 
of which party he is 
spurning. 

leffords has gradually 
been alienated from the 
Republican Party because 
■ it his moderate views on 
issues such .is abortion, 
i iOP leaders have often 

ostracized him, and 
President Bush has seem- 
ingly ignored leffords on 
policy matters. 

Along with the increas- 
ingly conservative nature 
of the Republican Party, a 
policy of pushing their 
agenda through the sys- 
tem by means of threats, 
vengeance and domina- 
tion, rather than the idea 
of "compassionate conser- 
vatism," has come about 
— a minority of the coun- 
try voted into the White 
House. 

leffords simply had 
enough ot being an inef- 
fective senator and decid- 

ed to go it alone. 
To do this despite the 

ramifications involved and 
the threats made (includ- 
ing rumors that President 
Hush would cut programs 
that help dairy farmers in 
Vermont and other north- 
eastern states) requires all 
the courage of a 
Washington, Jefferson or 
Lincoln. 

Meanwhile, the 
Republicans, with their 
combination policy of 
meanness and jackassery, 
are proving that if you live 
by the sword, you die by it 
as well. ♦ 

Housing damage policy defies logic 
Hall io check 

si nibbed  m\ 
.    and 

SOI ks 

nd   me  into 
s,   uhuh   only 

goodness ol 
ounci   ! >r.   Pepper 

could quench. 

to p.i. 
I'll be quite ll 

you.    It     is    i 
amount charged th 

Alter     finishing     Ed     me so upset. Not because I 
Kimbrell's tougher-than      tan'l  afford  h    altho 
nails final, I sauntered over     that could have bought 

dinner   that   night),  but 
because it won't buy the 
university anything. 

I believe the only rea 
.   university  tines 

residents is to piss 

the individual 
were   ridiculous. 

the   floor   was 
I  cents because 

ape   was   too 
nts!! What on 

he university do 
H     Maybe   that's 

p| inn 

windows. On that note, I 
pray for the soul of the 
person! s) who broke 
them, because if they're 
too cowardly to fess up to 
that asinine action, then 
who knows what other 
illegal crimes they'll not 
take responsibility for. But 
I digress 

the bathroom charges. 
however, were as ridicu- 
lous as the fire escape 
c harges. A dirty bathroom? 
( ome on, surely they 
could have come up with a 
better wa) to swindle 31 

nts out of a dollar. 
\s I was checking out, 

resident      also 
:  to challenge the 

i|   charges.   He 
med his RA, "Why 

being charged?   1 

didn't do any of this stuff." 
The sage RA replied, 

"Because this way, you'll 
keep an eye out and tell us 
when you see someone 
breaking the rules." 

Paying 14 cents is hard- 
ly like facing down the 
Inquisition. In fact, I'd 
rather pay the dime and 
pennies than be a tool for 
the university and sell out 
my friends and peers. Does 
the university honestly 
believe that a few cents will 
encourage snitching? 

lor an institution that 
deals daily with tens of 
thousands of young adults, 
this damage charge policy 
demonstrates that they 
know precious little about 
the psyche of their stu- 
dents. ♦ 

Puritanical government is not dead 
Out of leftist Held 

l.llkise. 

We live in a count! i 
where there are still laws 
that trv desperately to 
govern the moral d 
sums made by individu 
als. 

Some state- have lav.- 
that ban fornication 
between unman ied 
sons. Some states have 
laws that make anal or 
oral sex criminal offenses. 
And all states have some 
sort of policy that makes 
consumption ot drugs 

itrictl) ill<. 
I'he older I get, the 

more fed up I become 
with dumb laws. I've 
noticed thai tin 
of dumb laws -.. 
formed in attempt to 

thing' for them 
whit h is not the pui: 

I ion In tin 
nic-iit is ,i total ' 
to the da • 

. ho wanti 
ntal 

( In isti.ui. nun i 
So they legalh frowned 

religio 
But tl 

■ the 
not 

iety. 
ind state 

iuld 
! the 

is nl 

that 

ivil liber 
lals w ithin 

rteel example 
>ex in.ii 

■ he I 'nited 
uple be 

legally recognized as mar- 
ried and receive the 
countless benefits that 
heterosexual couples 
receive. Only four states 
soon to be five) have 

adopted pro-same-sex 
legislation, but the 
I tefense ol Marriage Act. 
passed in 1996 and signed 
by the most moral person 
in modern society 
W illiam I ' llinton - 
allows states to nullify 
same sex unions that were 
performed in another 
state. I he DOMA was ,i 
crushing blow to the 
quest tor gay marriage 
equality and was done in 
the name ol morality. 

My biggest question is 
simply: Why? Why do the 
religious zealots ol 
America want to pick on 
those with whom they 

disagree by using laws? 
Who is it going to hurt if 
a gay couple receives the 
same legal recognition as 
a straight couple? Where 
are the victims? 

Murder is an act of 
immorality and violence 
that should be illegal, but 
same-sex marriage is a 
completely different 
moral issue. Those who 
have no qualms with the 
morality of it should not 
have their freedom 
restricted by anyone who 
teels same-sex marriage is 
an abomination of their 
religion. This is the same 
reason why church and 
State were supposedly sep- 
arated so long ago. 

Those who do not hold 
fundamental Christian 
beliefs should not be 
bound to them bv law. ♦ 

6WMJta*w*«feeL NO to AVAILARLE IN 
MONOCHROME' By MfciyKflSPWllPNaK 

<r-^\(MM Do feu 
-^ > WcM ITS TOO 

HEAVY? rO 

PLASTIC! 

7 V.V'vv^'v. * 

A-/. \ JUuE,*,.,.'*,,H.»*' 

Everyone has an opinion, so let us read it. 
E-mail us at slopinio@mtsu.edu 

Speak your mind! 


