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Appendix A
Instructions from Experiments 1 and 2

Participation in this project this is optional. You are not required to participate and if you
choose not to, you will not be penalized. You will be given an opportunity for extra credit
for your participation if you choose to participate.
First, please read the news article on the next page.
Then respond to the survey on the page after that. You may skip any items that you are
unsure of, don’t understand, or for any reason do not wish to answer. Your identity will not
be revealed beyond the fact that an undergraduate student enrolled in a mass
communication class during [spring / fall] 2012 completed this questionnaire. If you
choose to fill out this survey, your responses may be used as data for a graduate student’s

research project here at MTSU.
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Appendix B
Grassroots Civic Movement Frame Article from Experiment 1

Considering the Past and Future of Occupy Movement
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Published: March 21, 2012

With the summer of 2012 in sight, groups around the country associated with the Occupy
movement say they are preparing for a new phase of larger marches and strikes. They hope
to continue momentum and cast an even brighter glare on inequality and corporate greed.
This transition is filled with opportunities: Can Occupy become a lasting force for change?
Will public demonstrations do more to galvanize the public?

Though still loosely organized, the movement is putting down roots in many cities. Activists
in Chicago and Des Moines have rented offices, a significant change for groups accustomed
to holding open-air assemblies or huddling in tents in bad weather.

The Occupy Movement began on Sept. 17, 2011, when a diffuse group of activists began a
loosely organized protest called Occupy Wall Street, encamping in Zuccotti Park, a privately
owned park in New York’s financial district. The protest was a stand against corporate
greed, social inequality and the corrosive power of major banks and multinational
corporations over the democratic process.

The group’s slogan — “we are the 99 percent” — inspired people across the nation. The 1
percent refers to the haves: that is, the banks, the mortgage industry, the insurance
industry, etc.; and the 99 percent refers to the have-nots: that is, everyone else.

Within weeks, similar demonstrations spread to dozens of other American cities, including
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland, Chicago and Boston, as well as cities in Europe, Asia
and the Americas, drawing thousands of people. Occupy protests rapidly sprouted on major
campuses across the country.

Whatever the long-term effects of the Occupy Movement, protesters succeeded in
implanting “we are the 99 percent” into the cultural and political lexicon. Soon after the
protests began, politicians began using “Occupy” lingo. Democrats in Congress began to
invoke the “99 percent” to press for passage of President Obama’s jobs act — but also to
pursue action on mine safety, Internet access rules and voter identification laws, among
others.
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Appendix C
Neutral Frame Article from Experiment 1

Considering the Past and Future of Occupy Movement
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Published: March 21, 2012

With the summer of 2012 in sight, groups around the country associated with the Occupy
movement say they are preparing for a new phase of larger marches and strikes. They hope
to continue to draw attention to what they call inequality and corporate greed. But this
transition is filled with questions: without the visible camps or clear goals, can Occupy
become a lasting force? Will these activities do more to galvanize or alienate the public?

Though still loosely organized, the movement is present in many cities. Activists in Chicago
and Des Moines have rented offices, a significant change for groups accustomed to holding
open-air assemblies or huddling in tents in bad weather.

The Occupy Movement began on Sept. 17, 2011, when a diffuse group of activists began a
loosely organized protest called Occupy Wall Street, encamping in Zuccotti Park, a privately
owned park in New York’s financial district. The protest was a stand against what
demonstrators call negative and anti-social elements of American business, politics, and
society.

The group’s slogan — “we are the 99 percent” — drew attention across the nation. The 1
percent refers to the haves: that is, the banks, the mortgage industry, the insurance
industry, etc.; and the 99 percent refers to the have-nots: that is, everyone else.

Within weeks, similar demonstrations spread to dozens of other American cities, including
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland, Chicago and Boston, as well as cities in Europe, Asia
and the Americas, drawing thousands of people. Occupy protests occurred on major
campuses across the country.

Whatever the long-term effects of the Occupy Movement, protesters succeeded in
implanting “we are the 99 percent” into the cultural and political lexicon. Soon after the
protests began, politicians began using “Occupy” lingo. Democrats in Congress began to
invoke the “99 percent” to press for passage of President Obama’s jobs act — but also to
pursue action on mine safety, Internet access rules and voter identification laws, among
others. Republicans pushed back, accusing protesters and their supporters of class warfare;
Newt Gingrich called the “concept of the 99 and the one” both divisive and “un-American.”
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Appendix D
Dangerous Civic Disorder Frame Article from Experiment 1

Considering the Past and Future of Occupy Movement
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Published: March 21, 2012

With the summer of 2012 in sight, groups around the country associated with the Occupy
movement say they are preparing for a new phase of larger marches and strikes. They hope
to regain attention and cause more problems for successful businesses and law
enforcement. But this transition is filled with risks: without the visible camps or clear goals,
can Occupy survive? Will disruptive protests do more to alienate the public?

Though still loosely organized, the movement is appearing without warning in many cities.
Activists in Chicago and Des Moines have rented offices, a significant change for groups
accustomed to holding open-air assemblies or huddling in tents in bad weather.

The Occupy Movement began on Sept. 17, 2011, when a diffuse group of activists began a
loosely organized protest called Occupy Wall Street, encamping in Zuccotti Park, a privately
owned park in New York’s financial district. The protest was a stand against business,
financial success, and banks as well as capitalism and the American political system in
general.

The group’s slogan — “we are the 99 percent” — touched a raw nerve across the nation.
The 1 percent refers to the haves: that is, the banks, the mortgage industry, the insurance
industry, etc.; and the 99 percent refers to the have-nots: that is, everyone else.

Within weeks, similar demonstrations spread to dozens of other American cities, including
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland, Chicago and Boston, as well as cities in Europe, Asia
and the Americas, drawing thousands of people. Occupy protests rapidly overwhelmed
major campuses across the country.

Whatever the long-term effects of the Occupy Movement, protesters succeeded in
implanting “we are the 99 percent” into the cultural and political lexicon. Soon after the
protests began, politicians began using “Occupy” lingo. Republicans have pushed back
against the movement, accusing protesters and their supporters of class warfare; Newt
Gingrich called the “concept of the 99 and the one” both divisive and “un-American.”
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Appendix E
Post-test from Experiment 1

Questionnaire:

1.How do feel about the Occupy Wall Street movement overall? Would you say that you:
Strongly approve approve neither approve nor disapprove disapprove

strongly disapprove

For the following statements about Occupy Wall Street, please indicate whether you
strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree, or strongly disagree:
2.0ccupy Wall Street is dangerous

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree
3.0ccupy Wall Street is un-American

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree
4.0ccupy Wall Street is a nuisance

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree
5.0ccupy Wall Street is making America better.

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree
6.0ccupy Wall Street truly represents the interests of most Americans, or "the 99%"
strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree

7.1f the goals of the Occupy Wall Street were realized, that would be a good thing for me
personally.

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree
Please indicate whether you think the following statements about Occupy Wall Street are
true or false.

8.0ne of the main reasons for the Occupy Wall Street is income inequality.
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true false

9.0ccupy Wall Street wants lower taxes for the wealthiest Americans.

true false

10.0ccupy Wall Street is more closely associated with the Democratic party than the
Republican Party

true false

11.0ccupy Wall Street was styles itself after the historical Boston Tea Party, when colonists
protesting taxes dumped tea into Boston Harbor.

true false

12.0ccupy Wall Street was first proposed by the Canadian organization Adbusters.

true false

13.Before today, how much attention have you paid to stories about Occupy Wall Street
online?

alot some alittle none

14.Before today, how much attention have you paid to stories about Occupy Wall Street on
television?

alot some alittle none

15.Before today, how much attention have you paid stories about Occupy Wall Street on the
radio?

alot some alittle none

16.Before today, how much have you discussed Occupy Wall Street with others?

alot some alittle none



17.Before today, how much attention would you say that you have paid to Occupy Wall
Street overall?

alot some alittle none
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18.0verall, would you say that the story you just read about Ocupy Wall Street portrayed

the movement in a positive light, a negative light, or neutrally?

positive neutral negative

19.Are you: female male

20.Your age inyears: _____

21.Your class rank: freshman sophomore junior senior

22.Your approximate GPA: ____

23.Would you describe yourself as: Democrat Independent Republican
24.And would you describe yourself as: very liberal liberal middle of the road
conservative very conservative

25.Do you agree with the Occupy Wall Street movement? Yes No

26.Would you consider yourself a member of the Occupy Wall Street movement? Yes

27.Have you ever attended an Occupy event? Yes No

No
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Appendix F
Debriefing from Experiments 1 and 2

This study aims to test your attitude towards the Occupy Wall Street (OWS) movement to
see how the article that you read influences your attitude towards the movement. A New
York Times article was chosen and edited in order to produce three different articles to suit
the needs of the survey to study the effects of faming. One version of the article was
designed to depict OWS in a relatively negative light, another version depicts OWS in a
relatively positive light, and the third version of the article is neutral on OWS. We expect
that, overall, people who read the negative article will report relatively negative attitudes
toward OWS, those who read the positive article will report relatively positive attitudes
toward OWS, and that the attitudes of those who read the neutral article will be in between.
If you do not wish to submit your questionnaire, please be aware that you have the
opportunity to tell the investigator now of your choice to not be a part of this study. You
will not be penalized for doing so. If you go ahead and submit the questionnaire, then
please hand your completed questionnaire to the investigator.

Be sure to sign the sheet with your name and M# so that the extra credit will be assigned to
you.

If you have any questions, comments or concerns then please do not hesitate to contact the
primary investigator or the co-investigator.

Primary Investigator: Reshma Pudota

Email: rp3d@mtmail.mtsu.edu

Co-investigator: Jason Reineke

Email: Jason.Reineke@mtsu.edu
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Appendix G
Revised Grassroots Civic Movement Frame Article from Experiment 2

Considering the Past and Future of Occupy Movement
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Published: September 2, 2012

With the Occupy Wall Street protest’s one-year anniversary in sight, groups around the
country associated with the Occupy movement say they are preparing for a new phase of
larger marches and strikes. They hope to continue momentum and cast an even brighter
glare on inequality and corporate greed. This transition is filled with opportunities: Can
Occupy become a lasting force for change? Will peaceful public demonstrations help to
make the movement’s voice heard, encourage more calls for greater equality, and inspire
the public?

Though still loosely organized, the movement is rapidly gaining new members and support
in many cities. Activists in Chicago and Des Moines have rented offices, a significant change
for groups accustomed to holding open-air assemblies or huddling in tents in bad weather.

The Occupy Movement began on Sept. 17, 2011, when a diverse group of concerned
citizens began a grass roots protest called Occupy Wall Street, by peacefully encamping in
Zuccotti Park, a privately owned park in New York’s financial district. The civil assembly
was a stand against corporate greed, social inequality and the corrosive power of major
banks and multinational corporations over the democratic process.

The group’s slogan — “we are the 99 percent” — inspired people across the nation. The 1
percent refers to the ultra-wealthy, banks, and faceless multinational corporations; and the
99 percent refers to the rest of the public who the activists say have been taken advantage
of by those people and institutions.

Within weeks, similar demonstrations grew rapidly of other American cities, including Los
Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland, Chicago and Boston, as well as cities in Europe, Asia and
the Americas, drawing thousands of people. Occupy protests rapidly sprouted and
flourished on major college campuses across the country.

Whatever the long-term effects of the Occupy Movement, the citizens involved successfully
implanted the idea of “we are the 99 percent” into the cultural and political lexicon.
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Appendix H
Revised Neutral Article from Experiment 2

Considering the Past and Future of Occupy Movement
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Published: September 2, 2012

With the Occupy Wall Street protest’s one-year anniversary in sight, groups around the
country associated with the Occupy movement say they are preparing for a new phase of
larger marches and strikes. They hope to continue to draw attention to what they call
inequality and corporate greed. But this transition is filled with questions: without the
visible camps or clear goals, can Occupy become a lasting force? Will these activities do
more to galvanize or alienate the public?

Though still loosely organized, the movement is present in many cities. Activists in Chicago
and Des Moines have rented offices, a significant change for groups accustomed to holding
open-air assemblies or huddling in tents in bad weather.

The Occupy Movement began on Sept. 17, 2011, when a diffuse group of activists began a
loosely organized protest called Occupy Wall Street, encamping in Zuccotti Park, a privately
owned park in New York’s financial district. The protest was a stand against what
demonstrators call negative and anti-social elements of American business, politics, and
society.

The group’s slogan — “we are the 99 percent” — drew attention across the nation. The 1
percent refers to the haves: that is, the banks, the mortgage industry, the insurance
industry, etc.; and the 99 percent refers to the have-nots: that is, everyone else.

Within weeks, similar demonstrations took place in dozens of other American cities,
including Los Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland, Chicago and Boston, as well as cities in
Europe, Asia and the Americas, drawing thousands of people. Occupy protests occurred on
major campuses across the country.

Whatever the long-term effects of the Occupy Movement, protesters succeeded in
implanting “we are the 99 percent” into the cultural and political lexicon.
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Appendix I
Revised Dangerous Civic Disorder Article from Experiment 2

Considering the Past and Future of Occupy Movement
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Published: September 2, 2012

With the Occupy Wall Street protest’s one-year anniversary in sight, groups around the
country associated with the Occupy movement say they are preparing for a new phase of
larger marches and strikes. They hope to regain attention and cause more problems for
successful businesses and law enforcement. But this transition is filled with risks: without
the visible camps or clear goals, can Occupy survive? Will the disruptive protests do more
damage to public property, lead to more outbreaks of criminal behavior, and further
marginalize the Occupy movement?

Though still loosely organized, the movement is taking over many cities at a disturbing
rate. Activists in Chicago and Des Moines have rented offices, a significant change for
groups accustomed to holding open-air assemblies or huddling in tents in bad weather.

The Occupy Movement began on Sept. 17, 2011, when a shadowy group of radicals began a
disorganized protest called Occupy Wall Street, by illegally invading Zuccotti Park, a
privately owned park in New York’s financial district. The riotous demonstration was a
stand against business, financial success, and banks as well as capitalism and the American
political system in general.

The group’s slogan — “we are the 99 percent” — touched a raw nerve across the nation.
The 1 percent refers to the most successful and hard-working Americans, job creators, and
businesses that drive the economy; and the 99 percent refers to the rest of the American
public, who the often jobless, homeless, and sometimes criminal occupiers claim to
represent.

Within weeks, similar demonstrations spread like a wildfire to dozens of other American
cities, including Los Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland, Chicago and Boston, as well as cities
in Europe, Asia and the Americas, creating disturbances and destruction around the globe.
Occupy protests rapidly overwhelmed and shut down major college campuses across the
country.

Whatever the long-term effects of the Occupy Movement, the ruffians involved forced the
idea of “we are the 99 percent” into the cultural and political lexicon.
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Appendix J
Experiment 2 Pre-test
This is a questionnaire about the Occupy Wall Street protests and movement. There are no
right or wrong answers. Please circle the response to each item that best indicates your views.

You may skip any items that you do not want to answer for any reason.

The following items are about how much attention you have paid to information about
Occupy Wall Street from various sources. Please indicate whether you've paid “a lot,” “some,”
“a little” or no attention to information about Occupy Wall Street from the sources mentioned.
1. Before today, how much attention have you paid to stories about Occupy Wall Street
online?

alot some alittle none

2. Before today, how much attention have you paid to stories about Occupy Wall Street on
television?

alot some alittle none

3. Before today, how much attention have you paid stories about Occupy Wall Street on the
radio?

alot some alittle none

4. Before today, how much have you discussed Occupy Wall Street with others?

alot some alittle none

5. Before today, how much attention would you say that you have paid to information

about Occupy Wall Street overall?

alot some alittle none
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The next questions ask about your feelings and opinions regarding Occupy Wall Street. The
first asks how much you approve or disapprove of OWS, and the rest present some statements
about Occupy Wall Street and ask you to indicate how much you agree or disagree with those
statements.

6. How do feel about the Occupy Wall Street movement overall? Would you say that you:
Strongly approve approve neither approve nor disapprove disapprove strongly
disapprove

7. Occupy Wall Street is dangerous

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree

8. Occupy Wall Street is un-American

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree

9. Occupy Wall Street is a nuisance

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree

10. Occupy Wall Street is making America better.

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree

11. Occupy Wall Street truly represents the interests of most Americans, or "the 99%"
strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree

12. If the goals of the Occupy Wall Street were realized, that would be a good thing for me
personally.

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree
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Next, please indicate whether you think the following statements about Occupy Wall Street
are “true” or “false.”

13. One of the main reasons for the Occupy Wall Street is income inequality.

true false

14. Occupy Wall Street wants lower taxes for the wealthiest Americans.

true false

15. Occupy Wall Street is more closely associated with the Democratic party than the
Republican Party

true false

16. Occupy Wall Street was styles itself after the historical Boston Tea Party, when
colonists protesting taxes dumped tea into Boston Harbor.

true false

17. Occupy Wall Street was first proposed by the Canadian organization Adbusters.

true false

Finally, some questions about any involvement you may have personally had with Occupy
Wall Street.

18.Do you agree with the Occupy Wall Street movement? Yes No

19.Would you consider yourself a member of the Occupy Wall Street movement? Yes No

20.Have you ever attended an Occupy event? Yes No
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Appendix K
Experiment 2 Post-test

Here is another questionnaire about the Occupy Wall Street protests and movement. Some of
the questions are the same as before, some are new. Again, there are no right or wrong
answers. Please circle the response to each item that best indicates your views after reading
the article you were given. You may skip any items that you do not want to answer for any

reason.

First, here are a couple of questions about the article you just read.

1. How closely did you read the article?

very closely somewhat closely notvery closely 1didn’tread the article

2. Overall, would you say that the story you just read about Ocupy Wall Street portrayed
the movement in a positive light, a negative light, or neutrally?

positive neutral negative

The next questions ask about your feelings and opinions regarding Occupy Wall Street. The
first asks how much you approve or disapprove of Occupy Wall Street, and the rest present
some statements about Occupy Wall Street and ask you to indicate how much you agree or
disagree with those statements.

3. How do feel about the Occupy Wall Street movement overall? Would you say that you:
Strongly approve approve neither approve nor disapprove disapprove strongly
disapprove

4. Occupy Wall Street is dangerous

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree



5. Occupy Wall Street is un-American

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree

6. Occupy Wall Street is a nuisance

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree

7. Occupy Wall Street is making America better.

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree

8. Occupy Wall Street truly represents the interests of most Americans, or "the 99%"
strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree

9. If the goals of the Occupy Wall Street were realized, that would be a good thing for me
personally.

strongly agree agree neither agree nor disagree disagree strongly disagree

Finally, some questions about yourself.

10. Are you: female male

11.Your agein years: ____

12. Your class rank: freshman sophomore junior senior
13. Your approximate GPA: ____

14. Would you describe yourself as:

Democrat Independent Republican

15. And would you describe yourself as:

very liberal liberal middle of the road conservative very conservative
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End Notes

1) Due to a clerical error, assignment was not random; GCM article packets were

distributed first, followed by DCD article packets, and finally NT packets.
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Appendix L
IRB Approval Letter

MIDDLE
TENNESSEE

STATE UNIVERSITY

April 2,2012

Reshma Pudota, Dr. Jason Reineke
Department of Journalism
rp3d@mtmail.mtsu.edu, Jason.Reineke @mtsu.edu

Protocol Title: “Framing and its effects on peoples perception of the Occupy Movement”

Protocol Number: 12-288
Dear Investigator(s),

| found your study to be exempt from Institutional Review Board (IRB) continued review. The exemption
is pursuant to 45 CFR 46.101(b) (2). This is because your study involves the use of survey materials and
the information was recorded by the investigator in such a manner that subjects cannot be identified,
directly or through identifiers linked to the subjects.

You will need to submit an end-of-project report to the Office of Compliance upon completion of your
research. Complete research means that you have finished collecting data and you are ready to submit
your thesis and/or publish your findings. Should you not finish your research within the three (3) year
period, you must submit a Progress Report and request a continuation prior to the expiration date.
Please allow time for review and requested revisions. Your study expires on April 2, 2015.

Any change to the protocol must be submitted to the IRB before implementing this change. According
to MTSU Policy, a researcher is defined as anyone who works with data or has contact with participants.
Anyone meeting this definition needs to be listed on the protocol and needs to provide a certificate of
training to the Office of Compliance. If you add researchers to an approved project, please forward an
updated list of researchers and their certificates of training to the Office of Compliance before they
begin to work on the project. Once your research is completed, please send us a copy of the final
report questionnaire to the Office of Compliance. This form can be located at www.mtsu.edu/irb on the
forms page.

Also, all research materials must be retained by the PI or faculty advisor (if the Pl is a student) for at
least three (3) years after study completion. Should you have any questions or need additional
information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Tyler Hubbard
Graduate Assistant to:
Emily Born
Compliance Officer
615-494-8918

eborn@mtsu.edu
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