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SPORTS 
Revenge is a dish best served at Floyd 

Allow me to set a scene for 
you. 

This may be the first time 
many of you have ever heard 
the story, but it just might 
make what happened Tues- 
day night all the more special 
for you. 

The year was 2003, a season 
opener in the friendly con- 
fines of Floyd Stadium. The 
weather was calm and clear, 
with a seasoned temperature 
of 86 degrees in the air. 

The Middle Tennessee 
football team welcomed the 
Florida Atlantic Owls to the 
game. FAU, at the time, was 

Real Talk with C-Bow 
Casey Bowman 
a scrappy Division-II team 
still on a mission to hc.H a 
D-I team for the firsl time 
with only hopes and aspira- 
tions of one day joining a D-I 
conference and competing 
at the highest level of college 

football. 
For 55 minutes that eve- 

ning, the Blue Raiders domi- 
nated the Owls from top to 
bottom - offensively and de- 
fensively. 

Vs the clock was winding 
down late in the fourth quar- 
ter, and MI was hanging on 
to a 19-14 lead, it seemed as 
if the good guys were go- 
ing to get their season ott on 
the right foot. Nobody could 
have ever imagined what was 
going to happen next. 

With 1:42 remaining on the 
game clock, FAU went back 
on offense with one last shot 

to shock Ml. They proceeded 
to move the ball oil their own 
2-yard line and get upheld to 
their.ovvn 38. 

Quarterback lured Allen 
heaved the pass of his life as 
the clock expired, connecting 
with wide receiver Roosevelt 
Bynes for a game winning 62- 
yard completion. 

As Bynes emerged from the 
bottom of a pile with the ball, 
all MT tans collectively felt 
their hearts sink down into 
their stomachs in a moment 
that they haven't forgotten 
since. 

Some, to this day, will tell 

you about the heartache they 
felt that night, and how it was 
the worst moment that they 
had ever witnessed or been a 
part of. 

They say revenge is a dish 
best served cold, and as much 
as I hate to compare things 
to cliche expressions, in this 
context, it is most fitting. 

In a game where FAU was 
doing the dominating for 
nearly the entire game, M I 
struck gold in the end /one as 
the clock expired, and tossed 
that lump in their throats 
that had been there lor five 
years right back at the Owls. 

What happened Tuesday - 
the Murfreesboro Miracle or 
whatever you want to call it 
- could not have happened to 
two more deserving teams. 

lor Ml, this was the feel- 
ing they almost had so many 
times. All the close calls and 
last second letdowns were 
finally replaced with those 
feelings of jubilation. 

As for FAU, I really think 
they served every bit of the 
agony they felt. For years, 
they have emphatically re- 
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come alive in the second half. 
Despite continued struggles 
running the ball, MT averag- 
es 66.4 rushing yards a game, 
the Blue Raiders were able to 
gain some yards through the 
air. MT gained 242 yards in 
the second half, with 204 of 
those yards coming through 
the air. 

Beyah and junior receiver 
Patrick Honeycutt put up im- 
pressive performances for the 
Blue Raiders. Beyah finished 
the game with five receptions 
for 90 yards aftd the 32-yard, 
game-winning touchdown 
while Honeycutt pulled in 
nine passes for 113 yards 
and MT's other touchdown, 
which came with 5:22 left in 
the fourth quarter. 

Kellem also turned in a fine 
performance. He finished 
with five tackles, a forced 
fumble, a fumble recovery 
and an interception. 

What kept MT in the game 
was no doubt its stout defense. 
The Blue Raiders forced the 
Owls (1-4, 0-1 SBC) to com- 
mit four turnovers, including 
a fumble recovery by sopho- 
more safety Jeremy Kellem 
that stopped the FAU drive 
on the MT one-yard line. 

The defense made an even 
bigger stop when they forced 
FAU to kick a field goal with 
1:15 left in the game. The 
Owls had marched to the MT 
five-yard line when sopho- 
more defensive tackle Dwight 
Smith sacked FAU quarter- 
back Rusty Smith for a 10- 
yard loss. 

"I thought our defense was 
landing the whole game 

a club like that to 13 
Ms," MT Head Coach 

Stockstill said. "[Dur- 
that last drive of the 

lie when they got down 
e, they could have iced it 

a touchdown, and our 
^nse bowed up and held 

to a field goal and gave 
i chance." 

fcnith   is  the   incumbent 
Player of the Year, but 

[didn't play like it against 
Smith   completed   16 

\l7 passes for 210 yards 
no   touchdowns   and 
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Fans storm the field for the second time this season after the Alan Gendreau's game-winning extra point gave the Blue Raiders a 14-13 victory. 

two interceptions while be- 
ing sacked three times. The 
star for the Owls, Tuesday, 
was senior running back I)i- 
Ivory Edgecomb. Edgecomb 
racked up 101 rushing yards 
and a touchdown on 15 car- 
ries. His touchdown, FAU's 
only touchdown of the game, 
came in the first quarter on a 
53-yard scamper to give the 
Owls a 7-0 lead. 

The Blue Raiders will get a 
little time off to enjoy their 
victory. They don't return 
to action until Oct. 11 when 
they square off against Flor- 
ida International in Miami. 
That game is scheduled to 
begin at 6 p.m. 

 UPCOMING GAME   

WHO: Florida International University 

WHEN: 6 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 11 

WHERE: Miami, Fla. at FIU Stadium 

TOP PERFORMERS 

OFFENSE 

WR Malcolm Beyah #4 R. 
5 receptions, 90 yards 1 TD 

OFFENSE 

WR Patrick Honeycutt #17 r-jr. 
9 receptions. 113 yards. 1 TD 

OFFENSE 

QB Joe Craddock #12 r-Sr. 
24-for-35 passing. 268 yards. 2 TDs 

DEFENSE 

s Jeremy Kellem #20 so. 
5 tackles. 1 fumbte forced. 1 fumWe 
recovery. 1 INT 

DEFENSE 

LB Danny Carmichael §44 k. 
10 tackles (2 tackles for loss). 1 sack. 
1 pass breakup 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

K Alan Gendreau *38 R. 
2 for 2 PATs 
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