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Blue Raiders beat Tennessee Tech, Akron 
Tech scares Raiders; 
MTSU wins in overtime 

By TONY STINNETT 
 Editor in Chief  

An estimated Murphy Center 
crowd of 7,000 got all they wanted 
and more Wednesday night as the 
MTSU Blue Raiders squeaked past 
Tennessee Tech 69-67 in the Ohio 
Valley Conference opener for both 
teams. 

The game was originally sched- 
uled for last Saturday night but was 
postponed when the Blue Raiders 
were snowbound in Ruston, La., 
following their game against 
Louisiana Tech. 

The Raiders, now 10-4 overall 
and 1 -0 in OVC play, led 60-53 with 
5:52 left in regulation. An- 
thony Avery, hampered by a shoul- 
der injury which he received during 
the game, nailed a jumper to pull 
Tech to within five, 60-55. 

Earl Wise then followed with a 
lay-up and added a free throw to 
pull Tech to 60-58 with 50 seconds 
remaining. 

The Golden Eagles did a good 
job of putting pressure on the ball 
in the frontcourt without fouling. 

MTSU was unable to make a 
good shot and Tech had the ball 
with four seconds remaining. 

"At that point I think we lost 
track of the clock," head coach 
Bruce Stewart explained. "Chris 
just lost track of the clock and it 
was almost a costly mistake." 

After calling a timeout Wise got 
the ball inbounds to Avery, who at- 
tempted a desperate three-pointer 
at the buzzer from half court. The 

both attempts to send the game into 
overtime. 

Tech jumped out to a 62-60 lead 
in the extra period when Jerome 
Rodgers scored from the baseline. 
The overtime period was a see-saw 
affair as both teams swapped leads 
on various occasions. 

But it was Phil Snell, a senior 
from Eagleville, Tenn., who stole 
the spotlight by scoring four of his 
eight points in the extra period. 

The last of Snell's points came 
with 44 seconds remaining and 
Tech leading 67-66. Snell pene- 
trated and took Avery one-on-one 
to give the Raiders the lead for good 
at 68-67. 

After Tyrus Baynham hit the 
front end of the one-and-bonus op- 
portunity to put MTSU on top 69- 
67, Tech called timeout with four 
seconds left. 

Their desperation shot from 
three-point range was off and the 
Raiders escaped with an important 
conference opening win 

Tennessee Tech never led in the 
game until the extra period. MTSU 
led by as many as 10 points in the 
first half. Avery, the Eagles' clutch 
guard, hit a three-point jumper 
with 10:02 remaining in regulation 
to tie the score at 49. 

The Blue Raiders then scored six 
straight points to set up Avery s 
dramatic free throws. 

Frank Conlev*Staff 
MTSU guard Gerald Harris looks down court Monday night against Akron while being pressuredbv Akron s Anthonv Buford. The 
Blue Raiders defeated the Zips 82-78 in front of The Famous Chicken and 6,250 MTSl' fans 

out of it. They took it right to us 
and they did a good job of coaching 

The Golden Eagles never gave up    a good job of playing. They seized 
in the game even when they were     the opportunity when we let up." 
down by 10 points in the second But the Raiders held their corn- 

shot sailed over the backboard, but    half Instead they mounted several    posure and battled the Eagles in 
on the play Dwayne Rainey fouled    «>mebacks to challenge the Raiders    tne overtime period. 
Avery. The foul was Raineys fifth    down the stretch. Freshman Leslie Gregory was a 

"We relaxed, we really did," mainstay in the late stage of the 
Steward admitted. "And they really game scoring seven straight points 
charged us and they made a game    at one point. He added two points 

'Bam Bam' 
bullies Zips 

By TONY STINNETT 
 Editor in Chief  

Dwayne "Bam Bam" Rainey 
threw around his 260-pound body 
to the tune of a game-high 24 points 
and 16 rebounds in Monday's 82-78 
victory over the Akron Zips at Mur- 
phy Center. 

The senior center had one of his 
most impressive outings of the sea- 
son and did it all for the Raiders, 
shooting six of 10 from the field 
and making 12 of 15 free throw at- 
tempts. 

"Our game plan is to always get 
the ball to whoever is making the 
shots on that night," Rainey said. 
"I think that the guys respected that 
I was having a good game and got 
the ball inside to me." 

While the bigger of the two 
MTSU Rainey's was killing the Zips 
inside, it was the smaller, quicker 
Chris Rainey who was zapping the 
Zips from outside. 

Chris Rainey didn't start for the 
first time this season because of 
breaking a team rule, but came off 
the bench to tally 17 points, shoot- 
ing 50 percent from the floor and 
90 percent from the charity stripe. 

"It's a simple rule," Raider men- 
tor Bruce Stewart said of his deci- 
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of the game. 
With no time remaining on the 

clock and over 7,000 fans on their 
feet, Avery hit nothing but net on 

in overtime. 

MTSU resumes conference play 
Saturday at Youngstown State and 
will remain on the road to battle 
Akron Monday. Both games will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. (CST) and will 
be broadcast on WMOT-FM 
(89.5). 

Attention: 
Any female MTSU student who would like to be a Blug 
RajderBasetaJ^atOjirl for the 1988 season, please 
conlacT^^^^™™^^ 

Coach Bill Triplett at ext. 3675 or 2463 
or 

Coach Barry Chandler at ext. 4022 or 2463 

Frank Conle)#Staff 

Gerald Harris drives to the basket in 
Wednesday's overtime win over Tennessee 
Tech. Anthony Avery tries to draw a charge 
while Rod Manuel looks on. 

When it comes to parties. 
we're in a class all by 

ourselves! 
(jfarlevS CLASS PARTY 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 3V1 
ASSIGNMENT: 

3^1 ctiAMir's OWN 
THURSDAY NICHT SPECIALTY OK INK 

f/,    A "CLASSY' COCKTAIL  MADC   U/irH   YOUR 

"   CHOKC OF  SPIBITS  ANO rAVOKlTZ MlffR 
43 W (*to sot to* Youk FA*o»iri 0«A/VDJ 

COLO MATT CH**P*&ut SlimoiA  -HJ11   lit 

EVERY THURSDAY NI6HT 
tO  AM    «•'     ' ■-      - 

Bring your friends to O'Charley's 
tonight. 

(&arle& 
Restaurant & Lounge 

1006 Memorial Blvd. 

OHIO VALLEY^ w].-iaa:ia:irf3 

University Park 
APARTMENTS 

Two bedroom apartment for $1100 per semester or 
$290 a month. Free basic cable & HBO. Located 
two blocks from campus. $50 off first month's rent 
or semester rate at the time of lease. 

FOR      MORE      INFORMATION 
CALL 

893-1500 

Jostens Gold Sale For one week only. Order and save on the gold ring of your choice. 

JOSTENS 
AMERICA S       COLLEGE       RING'" 

Tues. - Fri. 
Date: Jan. 19-22    Time 9-3 IJeposit Required:   $20.00 

Phillips Bookstore 
F^yfllOll tt*"S * v jtaftlp 

35 Place: 
Meet with your Jostens representative lor lull details See our complete nng selection on display in your college bookstore 

•nntcpi2i«> 


