









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Belmont School 323

tecturally beautiful, will experience a similar gain
in tone.

In the present Belmont chapel services are held
each Sunday noon, conducted by the head master, or
one of the other masters, at which the students in
a body are required to be present in their uniform.
There 1s a choir made up of the younger boys, and
this service is prefaced by Bible classes held earlier
in the morning. The school is not under the control
of any denomination, but is none the less distinct-
ively Christian in its ideal and its spirit. It must
be said, however, that to the impartial observer, the
tale of religious observances at Belmont seems a lit-
tle jejune and brown coloured, and that a liturgical
service in which the boys themselves took an inter-
ested part were preferable to the present arrange-
ment. Where ritual is not suffered to become bur-
densome it is enjoyed by most boys, and the stateli-
ness of a brief liturgical service with rolling music
and spirited singing 1s not unappreciated by them.

Like Nazareth and Shattuck, the Belmont School

is a military institution in the sense of having mili-




324 Some Famous American Schools

tary drill as a part of its system, but, unlike the
two others, its discipline is non-military. The drill
1s considered to promote order and obedience, as well
as manly carriage of the body, and is, therefore,
required of all the pupils over twelve years old.
But the dark blue uniform of Belmont need only
be worn at dinner, chapel, and at the various school
entertainments, and the order of the day does not
include reveille, tattoo, and taps, in its nomencla-
ture, although getting up and going to bed are as
regular features of school routine here as anywhere
else.

The school forms a battalion of two companies
which are drilled three times a week under a mili-
tary instructor, and the appointments to the posi-
tions of commissioned and non-commissioned offi-
cers under him are conditioned upon both character
and scholarship. An inducement to excel in these
particulars is thus offered which is not without its
due effect, since the boy does not live who would
not be an officer in a school military company if

the honour were possible. In place of the drill on
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Belmont School 227

two days of the week there are class exercises in
the gymnasium, escape from which 1s no more
possible than at Groton.

Two of Belmont's sons, whose first taste of mili-
tary life was had here, have distinguished them-
selves 1n the campaign in the Philippines, and two
others went to Cuba in 1898 in the company of
Rough Riders. Stanley Hollister, one of these, was
wounded several times during the famous charge up
San Juan Hill, on the second of July, and though he
recovered from his wounds, it was only to die of
fever a little later in a military hospital at Fortress
Monroe. It is in contemplation by the alumni to
place a memorial window to him in the chapel at
Belmont, whenever it shall be built.

School life on its scholastic side is in essentials
very much at Belmont what it 1s elsewhere. School
work is planned with reference to college entrance
requirements, but since these requirements are in
themselves an excellent basis for an elementary
education, the parents of boys who are not expected

to enter college are advised to have their sons pre-
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pare for college or scientific school. Where literary
or scholarly tastes have manifested themselves the
boy is counselled to pursue a regular classical course,
with the addition of German or French.

Rules are not manifold at Belmont, and become
apparent only where the sense of duty in any indi-
vidual appears somewhat weak. And so far as
appearances go, the absence of rigidly formulated
rules has worked well. On a few points, however,
the law has been laid down in a most uncompromis-
ing fashion. As at Nazareth and Shattuck, smok-
ing, if not considered as one of the seven deadly sins,
is as strenuously prohibited as if it were, while any
boy who has been known to even enter a saloon is at
once dismissed from the school. In these particu-
lars the regulations at Belmont would commend
themselves to even the strictest members of the W.
C. T. U. An equally stringent prohibition is that
against the playing games for money, or any other
stake, a wise measure, as every one must feel.

Saturday is doubtless the favourite day of the
week at Belmont, except with lads of the Sandford
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and Merton type, if there be any such priggish
young persons in these days, since all the regular ex-
ercises are then suspended, and the boys whose
friends have not selected the day for visiting them
are free for all sorts of juvenile delights, from camp-
ing out for the day among the hills to candy-pulls
and masquerades in the evenings. Sometimes, even,
a house-party has been given, at which the sisters
and other friends of the students have dawned upon

the scene, and thus made dancing pt::-ssibie in the

evening. The early masters of Exeter and Andover
would probably have regarded these diversions in
the light of thorns crackling under the pot, but a

century has not slipped away for nothing since the

day of the * great Eliphalet.”

Like Harvard, the alma mater of the head master,
the school has a Class Day, the particular Saturday
in May when it gives its annual reception to the
graduating class. It is in effect a lawn-party, en-
livened by a battalion dress parade, followed by
dancing in the great gymnasium in the afternoon.

And of all this that wisely tolerant genius of the




330 Some Famous American Schools

eighteenth century, Benjamin Franklin, would
assuredly approve, though the most of his contempo-
raries might frown.

The literary organ of the school is The Cricket,
whose lively chirpings were for some years heard
weekly, but now only monthly. Of clubs there are
perhaps fewer than in some other schools, but the
Camera Club and the Glee Club are very much to
the fore, and mandolin, banjo, and guitar have
each their devotees. The especial song of the school
is “ Fair Belmont,” sung to the tune of * Fair Har-

vard,” and the words of which are as follows:

“«FAIR BELMONT
“ Tune * Fairr Harvard’

“ Fair Belmont! We gather in gladness to pay

At thy shrine, our full homage of praise,

For the hope and the promise so sturdily given
That we, too, may find in our lives

Full scope for our talent, whatever it be,
If conscience and faithfulness guide —

We gather together our plight to renew,
Inspiration anew to regain.

“ And while we renew old acquaintanceship dear,
And recall again scenes of the past,
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May memories beautiful so fill our thoughts
As to drive away memories ill,

Refreshing our spirits and warming our hearts
With the zeal of the years that are gone,

As the sweet warmth of summer melts winter’s cold breath,
Bringing with it new beauty and life.

“ And as we look forward to years full of strife,

May we live with the purposeful thought,

That no lines on our mother’s fair face shall be drawn
By a record unworthy her name.

And may we, too, carry this lesson of life
As our good mother’s heritage dear,

That in the fierce struggle for truth and for right
We must know neither shrinking nor fear.”

As a literary production it is open to the slight
objection that, though apparently intended from its
arrangement for verse, the writer of the song has
nevertheless not troubled himself to find a rhyme till
the closing stanza has been reached, when he rounds
proudly to a finish with “ dear” and * fear.” But
in respect to literary criticism of school songs, it
surely were to consider too curiously to consider so.
" The future of Belmont would seem to be assured.

It possesses many advantages of site and immediate

surroundings, its management is animated by a pro-
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gressive spirit, and the homelike atmosphere of the
school must make an increasing appeal to parents
and students alike. While its present system re-
mains in force it can hardly fail to increase in num-
bers and influence as the years go on, and every
twelvemonth of continued existence adds to its possi-
bilities. It already holds the first place among the
preparatory schools west of the Rocky Mountains,
and as the neighbouring universities wax strong with
years, the scope of Belmont as tributary to them will
be recognized as fully as are now the similar rela-
tions of Lawrenceville, Exeter, and Andover, to

Princeton, Harvard, and Yale.
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HE nine preparatory schools whose character-
1stics have been lightly touched upon rather

than described within the foregoing pages,
have their distinctive features, as we have seen.
Alike in their general aim, they differ among them-

selves in respect to theories of management and the

like, even more widely than do their English pro-
totypes of Eton, Harrow, and Rugby. Each has
its attractions, as it has its loyal defenders among
alumni and undergraduates. The impartial ob-
server will assuredly find much to approve and ad-
mire in every case, and if moved to criticism of this
or that feature in any one of the nine, will, assuredly,
criticize in no unfriendly fashion. Such criticisms,
indeed, as have been ventured upon here and there
in the preceding chapters have been uttered in a
335
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spirit of entire good nature, and if mistakenly made
must share the fate of such mistakes. And now,
as the end is reached, a last word may be added,
regarding a phase of the educational problem that
these institutions are doing their conscientious best
to solve.

When one has visited them all, and especially
when one has noted at the same time the amounts
annually required to maintain a boy at any of these
institutions where, in Calverley’s phrase, are
blended home comforts with school training,” a
question springs to mind that is not easily answered.
At all but one of the nine schools here mentioned
this sum amounts to not less than $600, and in
the majority of instances to $700, and, in the case
of two or three, to nearly if not quite $800. At
Nazareth the yearly expenses are $350. But the
sums charged at the eight other schools are not un-
usual in their character, by any means. At the
Hill School in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, the annual
expenses amount to $900, and at nearly all of the

preparatory institutions of this high grade the rate
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remains about the same, that is, ranging from $600
to $9oo0.

Now the question that occurs to the impartial
observer in view of such facts as these 1s this:

Where shall, or more properly, where can the
professional man on a small salary, or the business
man similarly circumstanced, send his son or sons
to be prepared for college?

There are the excellent high schools in every im-
portant town, answers some one. True, and if it
be a day school that the parent has in mind, these
will serve the purpose well. DBut it may be that
the parent considers that the discipline and experi-
ence of a boarding-school is what his child most
needs, and in certain localities the companions of the
boy in all but the higher grades of day school are,
from their nationality, objectionable personal habits,
or what not, undesirable. To remove him from
these associates will naturally be the wish of the
parent who hopes to train up his son to observe the
manners and customs of refined surroundings. The

discipline of the public school is in most cases pref«
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erable to that of the private day school, and for that
reason the latter institution does not offer the parent
a wholly satisfactory solution of his problem.

The day school of either kind being, for one
reason or another, out of the question for him, and
with a preference for the boarding-school still lurk-
ing somewhere in his mind, the parent who would
like to give his son the best, but whose yearly
income 1s scarcely twice the sum required to send
his boy for a year to Lawrenceville or Groton, let
us say, is far from seeing his way clear to giving
his son the education of a gentleman.

But think of the scholarships at these schools; of
the assistance often afforded to sons of clergymen
and other professional men as regards their educa-
tion, some one else observes. True, there are the
scholarships, by means of which many a deserving
lad has been helped toward a higher education. But
when all is said, scholarships are not every-day af-
fairs, and their number is not increasing in propor-
tion to the number of boys who need them.

The existence of such excellent *church” and
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other schools of the type of the Holderness School
for boys, in Holderness, New Hampshire, has been
suggested as offering a partial answer to the ques-
tion we have been asking, but the answer is only
partial, after all, for schools like Holderness are
not too frequently irnet with.

The plain fact remains that, when all has been
said regarding scholarships and other aids, * the
equipment and maintenance of a first-class boarding-
school and the quality of its teaching make it too
expensive for people in humble circumstances,” as
the rector of the Shattuck School observes in his
readable .histcrric sketch of that institution.

The rector goes on to say that since men of
ability come up from all conditions in life, it would
seem to be for the public good that aid should be
extended in some systematic way to boys desirous
of benefiting by the instruction obtainable in such

institutions of high rank, but to whom the way is

closed without such aid. His solution of the prob-

lem is an ample endowment, so that the way can
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be made much easier and plainer than it now is for
people of small means, but of refinement and cul-
ture, to educate their sons in the great middle
schools, as well as to allow of a certain proportion
of ambitious lads from plainer homes enjoying the
same privilege. And it may be that his contention
furnishes the best answer at present to the question.

There is a story told of a lad of the people who
one day applied at the public library in a certain
town for “ The Adventures of Mike Mulligan, the
Masher,” Lut was informed by the somewhat super-
cilious attendant that there was no such work in
the library.

“Well, then,” returned the unabashed applicant,
“gimme ‘ Roaring Ralph of the Rialto,” or ‘The
Gory Galoot of the Gaultees.””

“We don’t have such books here,” said the li-
brarian, frostily.

“Wot's this here lib’ry fur?” began the indig-
nant fiction seeker, and then, answering his own

query, added, with withering sarcasm, “1 know
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wot 1t’s fur, I do; it’s fur the rich, and the poor
workin’ boy don’t git no chance at all.”

As for the moral of this little tale, it lies, of
course, in the nature of the application that may be

made of it.

THE END.







